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WORD OF LIFE: AUGUST 2021
Recommended dates are provided, but you are welcome to use these materials at any time!

FEATURED THIS MONTH…
Reflection on the Solemnity of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary
August 15, 2021
The Solemnity of the Assumption celebrates the
Blessed Mother’s entrance into heavenly glory. The
Catechism explains that Mary “was taken up body and
soul into the glory of heaven, where she already shares
in the glory of her Son’s Resurrection, anticipating the
resurrection of all members of his Body” (CCC, 974).
Mary’s Assumption into heaven reminds us that life
on earth is a pilgrimage to our ultimate destination.
We prepare in hope for our own passage into eternal
life by the choices we make today. When we choose to
love and follow God in our daily lives, we strengthen
our relationship with Him, and this relationship is the
true meaning of heaven: “To live in heaven is ‘to be
with Christ’” (CCC, 1025 citing St. Ambrose, In
Luc.,10,121:PL 15 1834A.).
We can see how, throughout her life, the Blessed
Mother continually chose to go deeper into her
relationship with God. She modeled how to value and
respect His precious gift of human life, from the
moment of conception to its natural end. In the
Annunciation, through her “yes,” Mary witnessed to
the undeniable humanity of unborn children as she
conceived and carried the Christ child in her womb.
After the Annunciation, having learned that her cousin
Elizabeth was with child, she went in haste to her aid.
Our Blessed Mother shows us how the way we live
today can prepare us, in hope, to also enter into
heavenly glory at the end of our lives. Are we open to
God’s precious gift of new life? How do we support
expectant mothers and parents of young children? Do
we prioritize showing our love and care for loved ones
who are ill or aging?

Download
Need a photo to go with this reflection?
Many works of art are believed to be in the
common domain and are available to
download from museum websites.
The Assumption of the Virgin,
Bergognone
Credit: Bergognone, “The Assumption of the
Virgin,” Oil and Gold on Wood, ca. 1453-1523,
Fletcher Fund, 1926, courtesy of The
Metropolitan Museum of Art, New York, NY.

The Assumption, Laurent de La Hyre
Credit: De La Hyre, Laurent, “The
Assumption,” oil on canvas, ca. 1653, The
Ciechanowiecki Collection, Gift of The
Ahmanson Foundation, courtesy of the Los
Angeles County Museum of Art.

Holy Mary, Mother of God, pray for us sinners, now
and at the hour of our death. Amen.
Catechism of the Catholic Church, second edition © 2000 LEV-USCCB. Used with permission. All rights reserved.

View, download, and order the 2020-2021 Respect Life Program materials! www.respectlife.org
Copyright © 2021, United States Conference of Catholic Bishops, Washington, DC. All rights reserved.

WORD OF LIFE – AUGUST 2021
Intercessions for Life
August 1st
May the Lord generously provide
for the needs of all mothers
as they dedicate themselves
to caring for their children;
We pray to the Lord:
August 8th
For those grieving after a miscarriage:
May they be comforted by God’s everlasting love
and His presence amidst their sorrow;
We pray to the Lord:
August 15th
For those who are gravely ill or dying:
May our Blessed Mother ease their pain and fears,
and by her glorious Assumption,
console them with the hope of eternal life;
We pray to the Lord:

Eighteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time

Nineteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time

Solemnity of the Assumption of the
Blessed Virgin Mary

August 22nd
For all Catholics:
That we may steadfastly proclaim and uphold
the dignity of all human life,
in all stages and circumstances;
We pray to the Lord:

Twenty-first Sunday in Ordinary Time

August 29th
For those who are imprisoned:
May they be treated with the respect due
to every human person;
We pray to the Lord:

Twenty-second Sunday in Ordinary
Time

View, download, and order the 2020-2021 Respect Life Program materials! www.respectlife.org
Copyright © 2021, United States Conference of Catholic Bishops, Washington, DC. All rights reserved.

WORD OF LIFE – AUGUST 2021
Bulletin Quotes
August 1st
“We thank you, heroic mothers, for your invincible love! We thank you for your
intrepid trust in God and in his love. We thank you for the sacrifice of your life”
(EV 86).
Pope Saint John Paul II, Evangelium vitae © 1995, Libreria Editrice Vaticana.
Used with permission. All rights reserved.

Order | Read Online

August 8th
“Although we may feel unsure how best to comfort those who mourn, we must
stand with them in their time of suffering. Miscarriage touches the lives of many
people, yet all too often this tragedy remains unaddressed. This lack of response
not only often leads to unresolved grief, but also fails to clearly manifest our
belief that each person, from conception onward, is precious and unique.”
USCCB Secretariat of Pro-Life Activities
“Solace and Strength in the Sorrow of Miscarriage”

Order | Download

August 15th
“In times of suffering, the human person should be able to experience a solidarity
and a love that takes on the suffering, offering a sense of life that extends beyond
death… In the family a person can count on strong relationships, valued in
themselves apart from their helpfulness or the joy they bring. It is essential that
the sick under care do not feel themselves to be a burden, but can sense the
intimacy and support of their loved ones” (SB 4-5).
Read Online
Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith, Samaritanus bonus: On the Care of Persons
in the Critical and Terminal Phases of Life © 2020, Libreria Editrice Vaticana. Used with
permission. All rights reserved.

August 22nd
“God’s love—individual, real, unchanging—is the true source of our worth,
identity, and dignity. It really is not a question of who we are, but
rather whose we are. Because his love will never change, nothing can reduce our
God-given dignity, and nothing can diminish the immeasurable worth of our
lives.”
USCCB Secretariat of Pro-Life Activities
“How to Build a Culture of Life”

Order | Download

August 29th
“No sin or crime is greater than God’s mercy. The sacrifice of the Cross reveals
that Christ’s greatest desire is to forgive those with a repentant heart.”
USCCB Secretariat of Pro-Life Activities
“Death Penalty: Catholic Q&A”

Download

View, download, and order the 2020-2021 Respect Life Program materials! www.respectlife.org
Copyright © 2021, United States Conference of Catholic Bishops, Washington, DC. All rights reserved.

WORD OF LIFE – AUGUST 2021
Bulletin Art
You are welcome to use these, provided they are not altered in any way, other than the size. Thank
you!

Sunday, August 1, 2021
• Download Image: English | Spanish

Sunday, August 15, 2021
• Download Image: English | Spanish

Sunday, August 22, 2021
How to Build a Culture of Life
•
•
•

Online: English | Spanish
¼ Page “Bulletin Box” Image: English | Spanish
Full-Length Bulletin Insert (print format): English | Spanish

View, download, and order the 2020-2021 Respect Life Program materials! www.respectlife.org
Copyright © 2021, United States Conference of Catholic Bishops, Washington, DC. All rights reserved.

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
DIOCESE OF SUPERIOR
August 2021
SundayFriday

08/01/2108/06/21

WEEK 6 OF TOTUS TUUS
Location: Immaculate Conception, New Richmond
Contact Immaculate Conception Church, New Richmond: 715-246-4652

SundayFriday

08/01/2108/06/21

WEEK 6 OF TOTUS TUUS
Location: St. Patrick Church, Hudson
Contact St. Patrick Church, Hudson: 715-381-5120

Wednesday - 08/04/21Friday
08/06/21
9a-4:30p

CATECHESIS OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD – LEVEL 1, PART 2
Location: St. Joseph Church, Rice Lake
Contact Grace Geisler: 715-234-5044; ggeisler@catholicdos.org

Monday Wednesday

08/09/2108/11/21
9a-4:30p

CATECHESIS OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD – LEVEL 1, PART 2
Location: St. Joseph Church, Rice Lake
Contact Grace Geisler: 715-234-5044; ggeisler@catholicdos.org

Friday-

08/13/216-9p
08/14/21
8:30a-4p

SCHOOL OF SERVANT LEADERSHIP
Course #1: Discipline of Theological Reflection
Location: St. Anthony de Padua Church, Tony
Contact Chris Newkirk: 715-394-0204; cnewkirk@ctholicdos.org

Sunday

08/15/21

SOLEMNITY OF THE ASSUMPTION OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN
MARY

Friday-

08/20/216p-9:15p
08/21/21
8a-4p

INITIAL FORMATION FOR DIOCESAN-CERTIFIED LAY
LEADERS OF PRAYER
Location: St. Anthony of Padua Church, Park Falls
Contact Paul Birch: 715-394-0233; pbirch@catholicdos.org

SundayTuesday

08/22/2108/24/21

PARISH CATECHETICAL LEADER (PCL) CONFERENCE
Location: Amerivu Hotel, Rice Lake
Contact Grace Geisler: 715-234-5044; ggeisler@catholicdos.org

Saturday

08/28/21

FEAST DAY OF ST. AUGUSTINE OF HIPPO – PATRON
SAINT OF THE DIOCESE OF SUPERIOR

Saturday

Saturday

July 30, 2021

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
DIOCESE OF SUPERIOR
September 2021
Monday

09/06/21

LABOR DAY

Friday-

09/10/216-9p
09/11/21
8:30a-4p

SCHOOL OF SERVANT LEADERSHIP
Course #2: Foundations in Servant Leadership
Location: St. Anthony de Padua Church, Tony
Contact Chris Newkirk: 715-394-0204; cnewkirk@ctholicdos.org

Monday
Thursday

09/13/21
09/16/21

ANNUAL PRIESTS’ RETREAT (further information forthcoming)
Location: Heartwood Conference & Retreat Center
Contact Bishop Powers: 715-394-0205; dlieberg@catholicdos.org

Sunday

09/19/21

CATECHETICAL SUNDAY
Theme: Say the Word and My Soul Shall Be Healed

Monday Sunday

09/20/2109/26/21

NATIONAL MIGRATION WEEK

Saturday

July 31, 2021

WISCONSIN PASTORAL HANDBOOK CHANGES
Additions/Changes
August 2021
The following underlined sections are changes to the 2020 Wisconsin Pastoral Handbook;
Red = Delete, Green = Add, Blue = Change
F- 13 FARMINGTON
ASSUMPTION OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY
Sacramental Minister:
Rev. Joseph Anil Kumar Pasala, SCJ
F-19

F-23

F-30

Add

OSCEOLA
ST. JOSEPH
Sacramental Minister:

Rev. Joseph Anil Kumar Pasala, SCJ

Add

SOMERSET
ST. ANNE
Sacramental Minister:

Rev. Joseph Anil Kumar Pasala, SCJ

Add

PRIESTS
Pasala, Rev. Joseph Anil Kumar, SCJ
Sacramental Minister: St. Anne, PO Box 9, Somerset, 54025
Also Serves: Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary, Farmington;
St. Joseph, Osceola

Add
Add
Add
Add

July 29, 2021

AUGUST 2 21
DIOCESE OF SUPERIOR, WI—DAYS OF PRAYER FOR CLERGY, RELIGIOUS & LAY LEADERS

Sun

Mon

Tue

1
Rev. Jerome
D’Souza

2
Very Rev. John
Gerritts

3
Rev. Gerald
Hagen

8
Rev. Don Kania

9
Very Rev.
Christopher
Kemp

15
Rev. Eugene
Murphy

Wed

Fri

Sat

5
Rev. Michael
Hayden

6
Very Rev.
Gregory
Hopefl

7
Rev. Philip Juza

10
11
Rev. Sangmoon Rev. James
Kim
Kinney

12
Rev. Adam
Laski

13
Rev. John
Long

14
Rev. Patrick
McConnell

16
Rev. David
Neuschwander

17
Rev. Shaji
Pazhukkathara

18
Rev. Richard
Rhinehart

19
Rev. Andrew
Ricci

20
Rev. Samuel
Schneider

21
Rev. Ronald
Serrao

22
Rev. Joseph
Stefancin

23
Rev. Thomas
Thompson

24
Very Rev.
James Tobolski

25
Rev. Gerard
Willger

26
Rev. Andy
(Barg)
Anderson

27
Rev. James
Horath

28
Rev. Robert
Koszarek

29
Rev. Ronald
Levra

30
Rev. David
Lusson

31
Rev. Dennis
Meulemans

Debra Lieberg, Chancellor;
Secretary to the Bishop
Sarah-Anne Kruse, Admin. Assist.
Phone 715-394-0205
Fax: 715-395-3149
Diocese of Superior
PO Box 969
Superior, WI 54880

4
Rev. Gerald
Harris

Thu

Eternal Father, Thank you for all the clergy, seminarians, religious women, staff and
lay leaders in our Diocese. I lift them all up to you, but especially, (name) today.
Sanctify him. Heal and guide him. Continue to mold him into the likeness and
holiness of Your Son, Jesus, the Eternal High Priest. May his life be pleasing to
You. In Jesus’ Name I pray. Amen

SEPTEMBER 2 21
DIOCESE OF SUPERIOR, WI—DAYS OF PRAYER FOR CLERGY, RELIGIOUS & LAY LEADERS

Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1
Rev. William
Murphy

2
Rev. Dave
Oberts

3
Rev. Jojappa
Madanu

4
Rev. Lourduraju
Madanu

9
Rev. Papi
Reddy Yeruva

10
Rev. Hrudaya
Raju Sunkara

11
Rev. Joseph
Raj Alluri

5
Rev. Louis
Reddy Maram
Reddy

6
Rev. Joseph
Kumar
Mayakuntla

7
Rev. Showri
Jojappa Pasala

8
Rev. Balaraju
Policetty

12
Rev. Vijay
Kumar Madani

13
Rev. Maria
Joseph
Kodiganti

14
Rev. Aloysius
Royan Anthony

15
16
Rev. Sunil
Rev. Chandra
Kumar Thumma Ery

17
Rev. Jayanna
Kanna

18
Rev. Joji Reddy
Boyapati

19
Rev. Frances
Adoboli

20
Rev. Joseph
Anil Kumar
Pasala, SCJ

21
Rev. Lee
Flaherty, CPPS

22
Rev. Ronald
Olson, OFM Conv

24
All Women
Religious

25

26

27 All Deceased

All DOS & parish
staff

Diocesan Clergy &
Rel. Order men &
women who served
in DOS.*

28
29
Most Rev. James Rev. Ed
Powers
Anderson

Debra Lieberg, Chancellor;
Secretary to the Bishop
Sarah-Anne Kruse, Admin Assist.
Phone 715-394-0205
Fax:
715-395-3149
Diocese of Superior
PO Box 969
Superior, WI 54880

23
All Deacons in
the Diocese

All Seminarians &
for an increase in
Vocations

30
Rev. John
Anderson

Eternal Father, Thank you for all the clergy, seminarians, religious women, staff and
lay leaders in our Diocese. I lift them all up to you, but especially, (name) today.
Sanctify him. Heal and guide him. Continue to mold him into the likeness and
holiness of Your Son, Jesus, the Eternal High Priest. May his life be pleasing to
You. In Jesus’ Name I pray. Amen

DIOCESE OF SUPERIOR



His mother said to the servers, “Do whatever he tells you.”
(John 2:5)

in collaboration with

Made possible through generous funding of the Catholic Home Missions Grant

Why Servant Leadership?
Because it is: Biblical, Meaningful, Ethical and Practical
It is a way of life, through leading and following, that cultivates high levels of commitment to Gospel
values and the common good. Servant Leadership leads to a legacy of active and engaged discipleship!

COURSE DESCRIPTION: Full course description is listed on the back of this brochure
PARTICIPANTS: Anyone in LEADERSHIP who desires to live a life of servant leadership i.e.:


Priests and Deacons



Pastoral Associates



Parish Life Coordinators and Parish Directors



Parish Administrators and Parish Development Directors



Religious Sisters



DRE’s and CRE’s



Youth/Young Adult Ministers



Principals and Teachers



Trustees, Parish Pastoral Council and Finance Council Officers



Lay Ministers



Parish Nurses



Those in marketplace leadership roles: leaders of local agencies, organizations, independent
business people, industrial foreman, medical staff and caregivers, bankers, store owners . . . .



Other

PREREQUISITES:
a. Have five years of parish leadership experience, catechetical ministry, school experience,
broad parish ministry or community leadership/organizing
b. Men discerning application to the permanent diaconate
COMMITMENT: Nine Courses, 1 weekend per month for 9 months.
Participants must be able to commit to all nine courses, as a cohort learning model will be utilized.

Completion of any reading and or assignments will be expected, regardless of whether
participation in the School of Servant Leadership is for college level credit or not.
All participants will get feedback for deeper understanding of each course and for individual
personal growth.
COHORT SIZE:

Limit of 25 participants in the cohort. Reserve your seat as soon as possible as
registration will be on a first come, first serve basis. *A limited number of seats
will be available for those who are unable to commit to the entire cohort but
need or desire continued learning in one of these specific topic areas.

TIME FRAME: Friday evening at 6:00—9:00 p.m. and Saturday 8:30 a.m. — 4:00 p.m.
August, September, October, November, December, January, February,
March and April
LOCATION:

St. Anthony Parish Hall in Tony, WI (N5333 Maple St. Tony, WI 54563)

COST:

Servant Leadership can also be economical! Only $350 for all nine courses
(approximately $39 per weekend); Registration fee also includes: Friday evening
simple dinner, Saturday morning breakfast, and a communal meal for Saturday lunch.
Participants will be responsible for their own transportation and housing. Diocesan
staff will negotiate discounted block rates for overnight accommodations.

BENEFITS:

A deeper understanding and lived experience of discipleship as developed through
the lens of servant leadership; broaden sense of Catholic identity; opportunity to
enhance and practice leadership knowledge and skills for ministry or in the work
place; each course is approved for 10 hours of Forming Effective Disciples (FED)
continuing formation; networking with other servant leaders.

OPTIONAL:

PORTFOLIO CREDIT
Department of Public Instruction — Continuing Education Units (DPI CEUs)
are not available at this time. For those who desire college level credits to be
applied toward either the Undergraduate or Master of Arts in Servant Leadership
Degree, this School of Servant Leadership will allow up to 3 elective credits by
utilizing a Portfolio submission process. These credits will be offered at the
significantly discounted rate of $125 per credit with Viterbo University (credits
regularly $295 per credit.)

For more information contact Chris Newkirk
at 715‐394‐0204 or cnewkirk@catholicdos.org

over to review full course description

Diocese of Superior School of Servant Leadership Course Schedule
COURSE #1

Discipline of Theological Reflection (10 hours of FED continuing formation)

August 13-14
2021

a. Study the theological and philosophical foundation of servant leadership.
b. Understand different models of theological reflection.
c. Practice the methodology of theological reflections.

COURSE #2

Foundations in Servant Leadership (10 hours of FED continuing formation)

September 10-11
2021

a. Study the biblical roots of servant leadership.
b. Understand the leadership lessons of Jesus Christ.
c. Practice the vocational dimensions of servant leadership both personally and professionally.

COURSE #3

Contemplative Leadership (10 hours of FED continuing formation)

October 8-9
2021

a. Study the spiritual disciplines of prayer and worship.
b. Understand the virtue of contemplation in discernment and decision making.
c. Practice Lectio Divina.

COURSE #4

Building Assets, Affirming Strengths. (10 hours of FED continuing formation)

November 12-13 Servant leadership builds positive cultures.
2021
a. Study the gifts of the Spirit in the Catholic community.
b. Understand the process of discernment in assessing gifts and responsibilities; and as it relates
to discernment of individual vocation and ecclesial structures of the church.
c. Practice the skills of defining assets and strengths in the community.

COURSE #5

Building Community (10 hours of FED continuing formation)

December 10-11
2021

a. Study the biblical structures of healthy communities.
b. Understand the role of the servant leader in building healthy communities.
c. Practice the skills of consensus and collaboration in building communities of faith and
purpose.

COURSE #6

Stewardship and Ethical Decision-Making (10 hours of FED continuing formation)

January 14-15
2022

a. Study the biblical foundations of stewardship.
b. Gain an understanding of how to make an ethical decision.
c. Practice the process of ethical decision making.

COURSE #7

Prophetic Leadership (10 hours of FED continuing formation)

February 11-12
2022

a. Study the biblical prophets and their role in the community and the world, as well as to
understand the role of the church and its historical significance as related to servant leadership.
b. Understand the prophetic role in servant leadership as portrayed by contemporary leaders.
(Martin Luther King, Dorothy Day, John Paul II, Desmond Tutu)
c. Practice the skills of discernment and action for the Greater Good.

COURSE #8

Peace Building and Conflict Resolution (10 hours of FED continuing formation)

March 11-12
2022

a. Study the tradition of peacemaking in the Church.
b. Understand the servant leader’s role in building peace and resolving conflict.
c. Practice the skills of peace making and conflict resolution.

COURSE #9

Ritual, Tradition and Celebration (10 hours of FED continuing formation)

April 1-2
2022

a. Study the sacramental theology of ritual, tradition and celebration.
b. Understand the sacramental significance of rituals and traditions in our churches,
communities, and families.
c. Practice leading a ritual activity which celebrates the life of your community.

Aspects of Catholic identity will be included specific to and in each course.

Diocese of Superior School of Servant Leadership
Registration Form
NAME__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
ADDRESS/CITY/STATE/ZIP_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
PHONE_____________________________________________ E- MAIL__________________________________________________________________________________
Parish or Organization’s Name (and City) that you serve________________________________________________________________________
In what capacity do you serve in your parish or organization ________________________________________ How many years? _______
If you are a lay person, have you completed the Lay Ministry Formation Certification Program, or an equivalent learning
experience? ____________________________________________________________ Yes, in the year ______________ No ___ ____
Please state your desire for registration and how you plan to utilize your learning _________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Do you hold a degree or degrees? ________ Yes,

Undergraduate Degree in _____________________________________________________
Master’s Degree in _____________________________________________________________
Doctoral Degree in _____________________________________________________________

________ No,

I do not currently hold a degree of any kind.

I am interested in this cohort to work toward a Servant Leadership degree: _____Yes

_____No

I am interested in this cohort for leadership development or for FED continuing formation: _____ Yes

_____No

I am a man discerning application to the permanent diaconate (prerequisite): __ __Yes ___ _No
__ ___I am registering for the entire SCHOOL OF SERVANT LEADERSHIP, enclosed is my payment of $350.
__ ___I am unable to commit to the entire cohort but am interested in the following courses:
__ __Course #1 - Discipline of Theological Reflection (August 13-14, 2021)

__ __Course #2 - Foundations in Servant Leadership (September 10-11, 2021)
__ __Course #3 – Contemplative Leadership (October 8-9, 2021)

__ __Course #4 – Building Assets, Affirming Strengths: Positive Culture (November 12-13, 2021)
__ __Course #5 – Building Community (December 10-11, 2021)

__ __Course #6 – Stewardship and Ethical Decision-Making (January 14-15, 2022)
__ __Course #7 – Prophetic Leadership (February 11-12, 2022)

__ __Course #8 – Peace Building and Conflict Resolution (March 11-12, 2022)
__ __Course #9 – Ritual, Tradition and Celebration (April 1-2, 2022)

Amount enclosed (@ $40 per course) $___________________________________

__ __ I will need lodging information.

__ __ I have special dietary needs:

I have had a background check/safe environment training, through the Diocese of Superior __ __Yes _____ _No

Pastor Signature of Endorsement for Participation:
Checks made payable to:

___________________

Diocese of Superior
Attn: Chris Newkirk - School of Servant Leadership
P.O. Box 969
Superior, WI 54880

REGISTRATION DEADLINE: No later than JULY 25, 2021
For more information contact Chris Newkirk at 715-394-0204 or cnewkirk@catholicdos.org

A PRAYER FOR PREGNANT MOTHERS

A PRAYER FOR PREGNANT MOTHERS

O Blessed Mother, you received the good
news of the incarnation of Christ, your Son,
with faith and trust. Grant your protection
to all pregnant mothers facing difficulties.

O Blessed Mother, you received the good
news of the incarnation of Christ, your Son,
with faith and trust. Grant your protection
to all pregnant mothers facing difficulties.

Guide us as we strive to make our parish
communities places of welcome and
assistance for mothers in need. Help
us become instruments of God’s love
and compassion.

Guide us as we strive to make our parish
communities places of welcome and
assistance for mothers in need. Help
us become instruments of God’s love
and compassion.

Mary, Mother of the Church, graciously
help us build a culture of life and a
civilization of love, together with all people
of good will, to the praise and glory of God,
the Creator and lover of life.* Amen.

Mary, Mother of the Church, graciously
help us build a culture of life and a
civilization of love, together with all people
of good will, to the praise and glory of God,
the Creator and lover of life.* Amen.

*Cf. Evangelium vitae 105 © Libreria Editrice Vaticana,
Vatican City. Adapted with permission. All rights reserved.
Copyright © 2019, United States Conference of Catholic
Bishops, Washington, D.C. All rights reserved.

*Cf. Evangelium vitae 105 © Libreria Editrice Vaticana,
Vatican City. Adapted with permission. All rights reserved.
Copyright © 2019, United States Conference of Catholic
Bishops, Washington, D.C. All rights reserved.

To order card #1932 (Spanish, #1933), call toll-free 866582-0943. www.usccb.org/prolife

To order card #1932 (Spanish, #1933), call toll-free 866582-0943. www.usccb.org/prolife

A PRAYER FOR PREGNANT MOTHERS

A PRAYER FOR PREGNANT MOTHERS

O Blessed Mother, you received the good
news of the incarnation of Christ, your Son,
with faith and trust. Grant your protection
to all pregnant mothers facing difficulties.

O Blessed Mother, you received the good
news of the incarnation of Christ, your Son,
with faith and trust. Grant your protection
to all pregnant mothers facing difficulties.

Guide us as we strive to make our parish
communities places of welcome and
assistance for mothers in need. Help
us become instruments of God’s love
and compassion.

Guide us as we strive to make our parish
communities places of welcome and
assistance for mothers in need. Help
us become instruments of God’s love
and compassion.

Mary, Mother of the Church, graciously
help us build a culture of life and a
civilization of love, together with all people
of good will, to the praise and glory of God,
the Creator and lover of life.* Amen.

Mary, Mother of the Church, graciously
help us build a culture of life and a
civilization of love, together with all people
of good will, to the praise and glory of God,
the Creator and lover of life.* Amen.

*Cf. Evangelium vitae 105 © Libreria Editrice Vaticana,
Vatican City. Adapted with permission. All rights reserved.
Copyright © 2019, United States Conference of Catholic
Bishops, Washington, D.C. All rights reserved.

*Cf. Evangelium vitae 105 © Libreria Editrice Vaticana,
Vatican City. Adapted with permission. All rights reserved.
Copyright © 2019, United States Conference of Catholic
Bishops, Washington, D.C. All rights reserved.

To order card #1932 (Spanish, #1933), call toll-free 866582-0943. www.usccb.org/prolife

To order card #1932 (Spanish, #1933), call toll-free 866582-0943. www.usccb.org/prolife

ORACIÓN POR LAS EMBARAZADAS

ORACIÓN POR LAS EMBARAZADAS

Oh Madre Santa, recibiste la buena nueva
de la encarnación de Cristo, tu Hijo, con fe y
confianza. Concede tu protección a todas las
embarazadas que enfrentan dificultades.

Oh Madre Santa, recibiste la buena nueva
de la encarnación de Cristo, tu Hijo, con fe y
confianza. Concede tu protección a todas las
embarazadas que enfrentan dificultades.

Guíanos en nuestro esfuerzo por hacer de
nuestras comunidades parroquiales lugares
de acogida y asistencia para las madres
necesitadas. Ayúdanos a convertirnos en
instrumentos del amor y la compasión del
Dios bondadoso.

Guíanos en nuestro esfuerzo por hacer de
nuestras comunidades parroquiales lugares
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IMPACT
Bring faith to life. Find life in faith.

Impact this month

…

Lord, to whom shall we go?
For Jesus, it probably felt like it was a long time in coming. The disciples had been journeying
with him for months. They had witnessed Jesus healing and forgiving, heard his teaching, and
experienced the miraculous multiplication of loaves and sh. They had not yet told him that
they believed in him, however. Not until many walked away, too challenged by Jesus’
insistence that he is the bread of life, that his esh is food for the life of the world. Jesus had
waited a long time to hear the apostles declare their commitment to him.

This month, take time in
prayer to re ect on your
relationship with Jesus.

For the disciples, it might have felt like everything happened quickly. They had likely talked
about their experience of Jesus with each other, re ected on all they saw and heard, and
wondered if he was the One for whom they waited and longed. Yet, coming to believe in him
could not have been easy. He was not what they expected of the Messiah. Proclaiming their
faith in Jesus would put them at odds with religious authorities and might have separated them
from their families and friends. Still, the miracle of the loaves had changed the way they saw
Jesus and the life he offers. When faced with the option of staying or going, they could not
imagine leaving. “We have come to believe and are convinced that you are the Holy One of
God.”

Is Christ an important part of
your life? Is the Lord the most
important in your life?

In what ways does your faith
direct your life? What are the
consequences of discipleship
for you at this time?

Jesus waits for our faith as he did the apostles who were with him that day. God has created
each of us with the freedom to accept Christ’s offer of love, mercy, forgiveness, and peace. It is
up to each of us to respond to this great gift. Christ is always with us, ready for our deepening
commitment as disciples, ready for us to follow.
We may become committed to Jesus over a long period of time, or something may prompt us
to take a leap of faith, seemingly all at once. Being baptized or con rmed does not guarantee
that we will truly be disciples - followers of Jesus - in a real and lasting way. We may need a
“ ash of insight - a certain way of seeing” - by which we view the world and our relationship to
it in a fresh, new light.” (SDR, p. 39) For the apostles, it was the miracle of the loaves and shes.
For us, it might be receiving Holy Communion after many months, a conversation with a trusted
friend, a time of insight during prayer, a sense of peace in the midst of turmoil.

How do you nd joy, purpose,
and meaning by putting faith
into practice?

How might God be inviting
you to give your heart and
mind to Jesus more fully?
What will be your response?

Living life that is directed by faith is consequential. It can be a life lled with joy, purpose, and
meaning. Through faith, we may be called out of ourselves in service of others. Like the
apostles, however, our decision to follow Jesus may prompt awkward moments with or even
separation from family or friends. Even in the midst of these challenges, we, too, may nd
ourselves unable to imagine life any other way. The offer of Christ’s life and love is too great to
forsake. With the apostles who were with Jesus that day, our hearts may cry out, "Lord, to whom
shall we go?”
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Make God’s goodness and mercy
visible

……

As Mary and Elizabeth greeted one another,
seeing in the other the great and astounding work
of God, Mary cried out in praise, “My soul
magni es the Lord.”
We know what a magni er does - picture a small
object under a magnifying glass or an even
smaller organism under a microscope. Something
dif cult or impossible to see with our unassisted
eyes is made visible, perceptible. Magni ed, it is
made clear.
Mary is the perfect model of discipleship. Through
her, people in every age have come to know her
son, to see clearly, know, and believe in God’s
saving love.

Magnify
And Mary said:
“My soul magni es the Lord,
and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior,
for he has looked with favor on the lowliness of his servant.
Surely, from no on all generations will call me blessed;
for the Mighty One has done great things for me,
and holy is his name.
His mercy if for those who fear him
from generation to generation.
He has shown strength with his arm;
he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts.
He has brought down the powerful from their thrones
and lifted up the lowly;
he has lled the hungry with good things,
and sent the rich away empty.
He has helped his servant Israel,
in remembrance of his mercy,
according to the promise he made to our ancestors,
to Abraham and to his descendants forever.”
Luke 1: 46-55 (NRSV)

St. Ambrose said, “If only Mary’s soul might dwell
in us all to praise the Lord; if only Mary’s spirit
might dwell in us all to exult in God…For ‘Christ is
the image of God’ (2 Cor 4:4) and therefore the
soul who does something righteous and holy
glori es that image of God in the likeness of which
it has been created. Thus too, by glorifying it, the
soul participates in a certain manner in its
greatness and is raised up by it. It seems to
reproduce this image in itself through the brilliant
colors of its good works and to imitate it in a
certain way by its virtues.”
What would it be like for our souls to magnify the
Lord? Like Mary, we would ponder many things in
our hearts, re ecting on the saving grace of
Christ’s presence within and among us. Like Mary,
we would be ready to say “yes” to the call of
Christ, even when doing so takes us into the
unknown. Like Mary, we would know and respond
to the blessings in our lives. God’s goodness and
mercy would be made visible through our words
and actions, our attitudes and ways of interacting
with others. Let us learn from Mary, our Mother
and magnify the Lord today and every day.

Taste and see the g dness of the L d.
or
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_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Lay❖leader❖of❖prayer
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ _

INITIAL FORMATION
FOR THOSE SELECTED FOR TRAINING TOWARD DIOCESAN CERTIFICATION
❖

TWO REQUIRED FRIDAY/SATURDAY SESSIONS:

August. 20 - 21 and October 22 - 23, 2021
❖

BOTH FRIDAYS BEGIN WITH REGISTRATION AT 6:30 P.M. AND END 9:15 P.M.
BOTH SATURDAYS BEGIN AT 8:00 A.M. AND END AT 4:00 P.M.
❖

SESSIONS TAKE PLACE AT ST. ANTHONY OF PADUA CHURCH, PARK FALLS
276 SOUTH FIFTH AVENUE—715-762-4494

PRESENTERS:

Sr. Marla Lang-FSPA, Pat Pintens and Paul Birch
THIS TRAINING IS DESIGNED FOR THOSE WHO:
•

Have been selected by their pastors, parish life coordinators or parish directors to function
as lay leaders of prayer in their parishes in order to lead or assist with:
o Sunday Celebrations in the Absence of a Priest in the parish church
o Weekday Communion Services in the parish church

•

Are currently functioning in those capacities in their parishes without diocesan certification
and who wish to become certified.

THESE WORKSHOPS ARE PARTIALLY FUNDED THROUGH THE GENEROSITY OF CATHOLIC HOME MISSIONS

------------DETACH--------------------------------------------------------- DETACH-------------❖ 2021 INITIAL FORMATION ❖ REGISTRATION FORM ❖ 8/20 - 21 & 10/22 - 23 ❖
REGISTRATION FEE is $80.00 per person and covers the cost of meals, refreshments and handouts.
Each attendee needs to provide the information below along with the fee. These should be received at the Chancery no later
than Friday, August 6. For multiple registrants, please duplicate the form.

Name ___________________________________ Personal Phone # _______________________
E-mail __________________________________________________________________________
Home Address ___________________________________________________________________
City/Town

Zip code

Parishioner at ____________________________________________________________________
Each participant is asked to cover the cost of overnight accommodations should they be needed.
Make checks payable to the Office of Worship
Please mail to: Diocese of Superior, Office of Worship, P.O. Box 969, Superior, WI 54880

Directions to 276 South 5th Avenue, Park Falls:
•
•
•

In Park Falls, from U.S. Highway 13 (South 4th Avenue):
turn east on 1st Street South
pass by the church and school buildings to your right
turn east on 2nd Street south and then turn right into the parking lot behind the church

Why do I have to be certified by the diocese in order to function as a lay leader of prayer?
•

Though it is not unheard of that people assist in this way at their parishes without diocesan certification, ideally the
appointment of such ministers is made by the Bishop for a definite time. Those without diocesan certification lack this
specific connection with Bishop Powers and his oversight regarding their period of certification.

Besides attendance at the required initial formation sessions, what else do I need to do in order to become certified?
•
•

A completed application form, signed by your pastor, parish life coordinator or parish director—indicating that you’ve been
chosen by your parish for this training.
Successful completion of two assignments:
o A video recording of the applicant functioning as a lay leader of prayer in a mock Sunday Celebration in the
Absence of a Priest in their parish church.
o An essay relating your experience functioning in this way for the video recording.

Why do I have to be specifically chosen by my pastoral leader in order to become a lay leader of prayer?
•
•

Lay leaders of prayer are to be chosen in view of their consistency of their way of life with the Gospel and in the expectation
of their being acceptable to the community of the faithful.
Your pastoral leader also is the one designated to re-authorize your certification at four-year intervals, and assigns/approves
all ongoing formation.

Once I become certified, how long does my period of certification last?
•

Four years.

What is involved in the re-certification process?
•

•

Your pastoral leader is sent a letter which asks:
o Does the individual lay leader of prayer benefit from functioning as such in their parish?
o Does the parish benefit from the individual functioning in that way?
o Has the individual been diligent in participating in two ongoing formation opportunities per year aimed at helping
them improve in their ministry?
If the answer is yes to all three questions and the pastoral leader wants the individual to be recertified, they indicate this on
the letter and return it to the chancery. The individual is then recertified for another four years.

If I will not often function as a lay leader of prayer on a Sunday, why does the assignment require this format for
my video recording?
•
•
•

For uniformity in training, it would be best for all attendees to use the same format for the recording.
Because without warning you may at some time be required to function on a Sunday, it would be good for you to be familiar
with that rite.
All the skills required for leading a Sunday Celebration would be very useful to you as a lay leader of prayer.
FOR MORE INFORMATION, CONTACT PAUL BIRCH: pbirch@catholicdos.org OR 715-394-0233

❖ REGISTRATION FORM ❖ SIDE TWO ❖
Please check which aspect(s) of functioning as a lay leader of prayer most closely matches the vision your pastor,
parish life coordinator or parish director has for your involvement in your parish:
_____ Leading Sunday Celebrations in the Absence of a Priest in the Parish Church
_____ Leading Weekday Communion Services in the Parish Church

Please include a question or two you may have regarding serving your parish as a lay leader of prayer:
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________

DIOCESE OF SUPERIOR
LAY LEADER OF PRAYER APPLICATION

NAME

_____________________________________________________________________
Please circle:

HOME ADDRESS

Mr.

Mrs.

Ms.

Deacon aspirant

Sister

_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________

TELEPHONE (Home) _______________________________

(Work) ______________________________

E-MAIL ADDRESS

_____________________________________________________________________

PARISH

____________________________ CITY

______________________________

MARITAL STATUS (check one):
_____ Single

OCCUPATION

_____ Married

_____ Divorced/Separated

_____ Never Married

_____________________________________________________________________

PLACE OF WORK _____________________________________________________________________
HIGHEST LEVEL
OF EDUCATION

_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________

Regarding the following questions, simple brevity is the only expectation:

1.

Please list any formal classes or workshops in theology, liturgy or scripture that you have attended.

2.

Why do you wish to become a lay leader of prayer?

3.

What skills do you have that will enable you to become an effective lay leader of prayer?

4.

In what ways do you currently serve your parish community?

5.

How does the celebration of the Eucharist enrich and nourish your life?

6.

What do you perceive to be the role of the lay leader of prayer in the parish?

__________________________________________________
Signature of candidate
__________________________________________________
Date

Brief recommendation of your pastor, parish life coordinator or parish director:
_________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________
Lay leaders of prayer are to be chosen in view of the consistency of their way of life with the Gospel and in the expectation of their being acceptable to
the community of the faithful.

__________________________________________________
Signature of pastor, parish life coordinator or parish director
__________________________________________________
Date

Revised: 01-16-18

Announcing Upcoming Retrouvaille Program | Aug 20-22, 2021| & follow- up sessions
June 21, 2021
Dear Friends in Christ and Partners in Ministry,
For over 40 years, Retrouvaille has been a lifeline of hope and healing for struggling marriages. Here in
Central Wisconsin, hundreds of couples have participated in the program since 1998 with lasting
success. We thank you for your vital support in sharing these announcements. We are a grass-roots
volunteer-run organization by couples that have been through the program, at every level, locally and
abroad. With your help and God’s grace we can continue to “pay it forward”.
The next weekend begins at 7 pm Friday evening August 20th and ends Sunday at 4 pm. Registrations are
due a week ahead to allow time for necessary preparations, including room reservations. Late
registrations will be accepted if space is available. If you could announce this program at your earliest
convenience, and as often as possible from now through Sunday, August 8th, it will be a lifeline for a
couple and family in need.
Announcing a Lifeline of Hope and Healing for Struggling Marriages!
When the old ways aren’t working, the Retrouvaille Program helps couples restore their marriage and
rebuild loving relationships. This three-phase program begins with a weekend stay in a peaceful retreat
setting. Participants are not asked to share their struggles with the group, but instead have the
opportunity to interact in privacy with their spouse. Team couples are volunteers who share their
personal stories and the tools of the program that helped them rediscover their love for each other.
Therefore, costs are affordable and no couple is turned away because of limited finances. If you are
wondering if this program is right for you or a loved one, find more information and answers to
Frequently Asked Questions at www.HelpOurMarriage.org Register online, or call toll-free for a
personal contact with our registration couple: 1-877-922-HOPE (4673) All calls are fully
confidential. The next program begins on August 20, 2021. Space is limited. (August 10 reservation
deadline)

See Attachments: 1) A new series of short bulletin announcements, each with a slight variation. Please
pass them to your church bulletin editor! 2) A one-page flyer with all pertinent details. This may be
provided to a couple in need or serve as a bulletin insert or as a poster for your vestibule or hallway.
If you have questions or would like some color brochures to have available or wish to hear from a couple
whose marriage has been saved by this ministry, please feel free to call or email us.
Mark & Irene Mehlos, volunteer publicity coordinators
715-536-9430, irene.mehlos@gmail.com
Central Wisconsin Retrouvaille Community, email: centralwi@retrouvaille.org
Website: www.HelpOurMarriage.org

Upcoming Marriage Help Program in Central Wisconsin
August 20-22, 2021 Weekend and Post (follow-up) Sessions will take place in
compliance with Covid-19 precautions
"We were married almost 30 years, and it
wasn't until Retrouvaille that she called
me her best friend. That shows how
Retrouvaille saved our marriage."
--Tom & Marie, participants in Central Wisconsin

Whether you have drifted apart, or arrived at separation or divorce, there is hope.
Retrouvaille [‘retro- vī ]: means rediscovery or joyful reunion. The Retrouvaille program is
a lifeline of hope and healing for struggling marriages of all ages… even couples who are
separated or divorced but want to try again.

Retrouvaille is:
•
•
•
•

•
•

A three-phase program that begins with a weekend experience, followed by post-weekend
presentations and monthly small group meetings that support growth and friendship.
A peer ministry of couples helping couples. Couples who have been through crises leading to
the brink of divorce share their stories and the tools they used to heal their marriage.
Not counseling or group therapy. Participants reflect and discuss in complete privacy with their
spouse. The program is often recommended by marriage counselors and family therapists.
Christian-based and highly successful in helping couples of all faiths, as well as those who are
non-religious, to reawaken the love, trust and commitment that originally brought them
together in marriage.
Self-supported and volunteer run. Program costs are affordable and no couple is ever turned
away because of any financial barrier.
Available in communities worldwide. Central Wisconsin Retrouvaille hosts the program twice a
year in the Wausau Area. Register early! Space is limited.

For More Information, Frequently Asked Questions, or to Register for the next program,
visit www.HelpOurMarriage.com |Register online or by phone: Fully confidential & toll
free call, Central Wisconsin Retrouvaille: 1-877-922-HOPE (4673)

Bulletin Announcements for Central WI Retrouvaille Marriage Help, August 20-22 Wknd & Post Sessions

Bulletin Announcement Series: Help reach hurting couples in need. Please copy and post
one as often as possible, now through Sunday Aug 8, 2021. Registrations are due by August
10th. Late registrations will be accepted if space is available. Thank you!
Announcing a Lifeline of Hope and Healing for Struggling Marriages!
[ If/when you have space available, copy & paste first announcement from text box on cover letter ]
Marriage in Distress? No matter how hopeless it seems, forgiveness and trust are possible. Retrouvaille helps
couples through difficult times in their marriages, some even after separation or divorce. Retrouvaille is not
counseling or group therapy. It is confidential and affordable. The next program in Central Wisconsin begins with a
weekend on August 20-22, 2021. For more info, Call 1-877-922-HOPE (4673) or see www.HelpOurMarriage.org
No couple is turned away for lack of finances. Space is limited. Early registration advised.
Healing Your Marriage-- Retrouvaille (French for “Rediscovery”) is a 3-phase program designed to give you the
tools to restore your marriage and rebuild a loving relationship. The next program in Central Wisconsin begins
with a weekend stay, August 20-22, 2021 in the Wausau area. For more information or to register, call 1-877922-HOPE (4673) or visit website: www.HelpOurMarriage.org . Fully Confidential and affordable. Space is
limited. Register early.
Retrouvaille \Retro- vī\Marriage Help Weekend Coming Soon!—Whether you have simply drifted apart, or
have arrived at separation or divorce, Retrouvaille offers hope. Begin this amazing 3-phase program with a
weekend away August 20-22, 2021 (Wausau area). Fully Confidential, affordable, and open to couples of all
faiths or no faith background. For details or to register, call toll free, 1- 877-922-HOPE (4673) or see
www.HelpOurMarriage.org Space is limited. Early registration advised.
Harmony and Hope for your Marriage: For married couples facing a difficult time in their relationship,
Retrouvaille offers a path to rediscover the spouse you fell in love with. “We could not talk without arguing.
Eventually, our marriage entered a second honeymoon. We are able to live in harmony thanks to the skills we
learned in the Retrouvaille program.” Read more testimonies at www.HelpOurMarriage.org For more
information or to register for the next Central Wisconsin weekend, August 20-22, 2021. visit website or call
(Confidential) 1-877-922-4673.

