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INTRODUCTION 
 

After the reading of the law and the prophets, the officials of the synagogue sent them a message, saying, “Brothers, if you have any word of 
exhortation for the people, give it.” (Acts 13:15) 

 

Catholic Schools are a mission of the Church instituted by Jesus Christ.  In companionship with the parents, the first educators of their 
children, Catholic Schools must help to educate children in the Catholic faith.  To do this, every school must provide an environment 
that puts Christ at the center.  The catechesis that takes place within the religion curriculum of the school and throughout the entire 
academic curriculum needs to:  

 Promote knowledge of the faith; 
 Promote knowledge of the meaning of the Liturgy and the sacraments; 
 Promote moral formation in Jesus Christ; 
 Teach the Christian how to pray with Christ; 
 Prepare the Christian to live in community and to participate actively in the life and mission of the Church; and 
 Promote a missionary spirit that prepares the faithful to be present as Christians in society.  

(National Directory of Catechesis #20) 

 

The religion curriculum is meant to be both an academic requirement as well as an overview of the values and concepts taught 
throughout all the curriculum and daily activities of the school.  Thus, all the items in the religion curriculum may be spread throughout 
other subject areas, i.e. reading and referencing Scripture may be taught in Language Arts.  This Language Arts curriculum 
emphasizes particular areas in which religion is integrated into this subject.  There are also additional pages of activities that may also 
be used to integrate the Catholic faith.  
 

Rationale 
This PK-8 English Language Arts Curricular Guideline respects the entity of the individual schools within the diocese.  Rather than a 
mandate of what is to be learned and when, The Diocese of Superior English Language Arts Curricular Guidelines provides the overall 
content of what is recommended to be learned.  Local schools are invited to use this curricular guide to create a school specific 
curriculum that is more comprehensive and sensitive to the needs of their students. 
 

Philosophy 
Language Arts provides the framework upon which other content areas are built.  It is the foundation for moral, spiritual and academic 
success for learners.  To this end, instruction in Language Arts provides a variety of learning opportunities and experiences for 
students.  Within the parameters of a Language Arts curriculum, students are exposed to and help make the Catholic faith living, 
conscious and active.   
 

History 
During the 2018-2019 and first part of 2019-2020 school year, a committee of principals met to begin to review the Language Arts 
Curriculum promulgated in 2010.  A new format was suggested based on review of several other diocesan and state curricular guides.  
This new format moves away from mastery language and gives a more specific task on the Revised Bloom’s Taxonomy for each grade 
level.  During the summer of 2020, principals reviewed the possibility of moving toward standards-based mindset with the curriculum.  
They decided that we would take a slow process toward this direction, but due to the pandemic situation, we would not change at this 
time.  There are some essential standards identified in this document (with an *) for those teachers ready to work with this 
philosophy.  In last summer, teacher representatives from each school were asked to review the curriculum as it is written.  These 
edits helped revise the curriculum. 
 

Acknowledgements 
Thank you for the work and review of this document… 
Dan Bell, principal, St. Patrick, Hudson  
Laura Jo Jarchow, principal, St. Mary, New 
Richmond 

Brenda Stewart, principal, St. Bridget, River Falls 
Rita Lee, principal, St. Mary, Tomahawk 
Jessica O'Connor, teacher, St. Anne, Somerset 

Brenda Blomfelt, teacher, Cathedral, Superior 
Kathryn Loka, teacher, St. Mary, Tomahawk

Reading this Document 
In reading this document, the first part includes the Scope and Sequence which encompasses all essential standards and target 
standards for each grade level. 
 

Following the Scope and Sequence, the sections are divided into Grade Appropriate Standards.  These standards break down the 
Scope and Sequence and explains per grade what should be covered. 
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ACTIVITIES FOR RELIGIOUS INTEGRATION 
 
Reading/Literature  

• Use religious vocabulary, Bible stories, pronunciation of names, words, word groups, site words, bulletin boards and posters.  

• Do religious puzzles  

• Put bible story pictures in order  

• Reference Church and other religious vocabulary  

• Include religious words  

• Read from Bible  

• Have a Christmas site word wall  

• Distinguish the religious meanings of some words  

• Know and be able to attach religious words to meanings  

• Use words from the Bible when learning sounds  

• Sequence events in Bible stories  

• Read holy cards, interpret morality in Bible, read and discuss books about saints and prophets, read and discuss creation poems, 
read and discuss main idea of bible stories, read biographies of saints, put Bible stories into story order  

• Discuss character traits of Bible characters  

• Read books about saints and prophets, read from bible during Eucharistic Adoration  

• Read poetry and parables from Bible  

• Use Catholic story problems in math,  

• Learn bible citations, authors of books of Bible  

• Use Bible table of contents  

• Have a verse of the day and sing or clap it out to memorize it  

• Watch videos on religious holidays  

• Understand Bible author’s perspective  

• Choose literature for use in the classroom that expresses Catholic morals and values, read Arch books, discuss morals and 
values when reading stories  

• Create a bible timeline  

• Learn about bible story plots  

• Know how Bible is set up  

• Know setting in Bible stories  

• Use symbolism  

• Act out religious and moral based skits  

• Comprehend and retell orally and in writing Bible stories, information from religious texts, religious time lines, diagramming of 
information through graphic organizers, refer to historical documents.  

• Discuss meanings of parables  
 
Writing  

• Written reports, research and investigation of saints, sacramental information, cards, poetry, summarizing reflection, journal 
entries, articles for school newsletter, parish bulletins, descriptive and narrative essays, rough and final drafts, formatting and 
structure of essays with reference to religious writings.  

• Write stories from bible in own words and/or with a modern twist  

• Write own prayers of the faithful, write own prayers, write 10 Commandments in own words and memorize,  

• Write a report on a saint and present to class  

• Respect Life essay Contest, Rotary Essay Contest on Community Service, write a report on a saint and present to class,  

• Write own theme for weekly liturgy, Write Church booklet – how to be respectful at Mass  

• Rewrite miracles/parables into play form and then perform for families  

• Social justice topics, write essays on Christian based topics, write essays for Catholic Schools’ Week  

• Use story starters like “I am thankful for..”, “Jesus loves…”  

• Write letters and cards to faith friends/prayer partners, card ministry, read at weekly liturgy, write stories about angels in their lives, 
write Christmas letters to local fire and police departments, soldiers and EMT’s  

• Write letters to prayer partners  
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• Write thank you notes to people who have donated, helped, etc.  

• Write journals, use journals to write prayers and express religious comprehension, prayer journals  

• Center handwriting lessons around bible verses, memorize and recite it, write prayer requests for intention basket at prayer time  

• Story starters include writing about feast days, holy men and women, if I lived in the time of ___________, etc., what heaven is 
like, etc.  

• Preparation of writing through outlines, timelines, graphic organizers, rough drafts, editing final drafts of content area referencing 
our faith.  

• Use Christian values when conferencing about work ethic and behavior  

• Use color book pages with religious theme as a story starter  

• Diagram sentences/verses from the Bible  

• Capitalize names from Bible, abbreviations of people (Fr., St., etc), capitalize holidays  

• Copy bible verses from the Gospels and use quotation marks to show words of Jesus  

• Use words of faith in sentences when giving spelling test  

• Incorporate words from religion text into weekly spelling list as bonus words  
 
Oral Language  

• Christmas program, Spring program, read books about saints and prophets, narrate Stations of the Cross, write morning 
announcements, read in Church/intercessions, etc., prepare religious skits to perform, recite daily prayers  

• Reading and speaking at Mass, prayers in the classrooms, discussion, reading psalms, oral presentations, giving directions, social 
interaction/communication, small and large group discussion, literature circles, forensics, debate, protocol when using the phone, 
addressing others (peers, adults), choral reading, readers’ theater, puppet theater flannel board stories, focus on speakers and 
retelling of what was said, conversation on comprehension, author’s chair.  

• Enunciate words when singing songs for Mass, reciting and singing in Christmas program  

• Act out bible stories  

• Write a report on a saint and present to class  

• Teacher read bible stories  

• Listen to Saint of the Day on www.americancatholic.org, quiet meditation  

• Review homilies, bible stories, parables  

• Summarize and retell Bible stories  

• Retell stories from bible to other/younger students, preview of the Gospels read in Mass, Bible stories from religion curriculum  

• Read religious based books with discussion, The Christmas Box, The Bible, Saint books, bible stories  
 
Language  

• Vocabulary, research papers, discussion on good vs. evil, social justice, resources for development of vocabulary, words in our 
language, forms of communication, reference materials, classics, “We the People Bookshelf”, debates, facts vs opinion, inferring, 
relevant vs irrelevant, appropriate vs inappropriate, root/base words, foreign languages as they connect to the English language, 
sensory words and symbols, common vs slang, writings and books of the Bible and their use as it relates to today’s global 
community, DARE programs, safe environment programs, morals and values to include moral decision and dilemmas, journal 
entry responses to prompt which address situational problem solving  

• Use holy day calendar, saint calendar  

• Discuss how words from bible translate into English  
 
Research and Inquiry  

• Development of reports and research projects, formulations and development of manuscripts including outlines, data retrieval, 
research for composing reports, use of geography in writing reports with regard to beginning of religion and our faith, use of local 
resources such as school and public libraries, note taking for learning, testing of information learned, imbedding quotes and citing 
sources appropriately, presentations of information gathered and prepared.  

 

http://www.americancatholic.org/
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R. READING AND LITERATURE - EARLY CHILDHOOD 
The catechesis that takes place within the religion curriculum of the school and throughout the entire academic curriculum needs to: Promote knowledge of the faith; Promote 

knowledge of the meaning of the Liturgy and the sacraments; Promote moral formation in Jesus Christ; Teach the Christian how to pray with Christ; Prepare the Christian to live in 
community and to participate actively in the life and mission of the Church; and Promote a missionary spirit that prepares the faithful to be present as Christians in society. 

 

Students will… 
 3-Year-Old Kindergarten 4-Year-Old-Kindergarten 5-Year-Old-Kindergarten 

 

R.1 Demonstrate understanding of the features of print. 

 

R.1.1 
Knows that the book has a title, author and illustrator [EC 
D.3.3(3c)] 

Identify the book title, author and page numbers [EC 
D.3.3(4c, i)] 

Identify the front cover, back cover, and title page, table of 
contents, glossary and diagrams of a book [EC D.3.3(5c)] 

R.1.2   Identify table of contents to locate information 

R.1.3 Views one page at a time from front to back [EC D.3.3(3c)] Views one page at a time from front to back [EC D.3.3(4c)] Views one page at a time from front to back [EC D.3.3(5c)] 

R.1.4 
Handles books correctly and shows increasing skills in print 
directionality (left to right, top to bottom, front to back) [EC 
D.3.3(3f)] 

Handles books correctly and shows increasing skills in print 
directionality (left to right, top to bottom, front to back) [EC 
D.3.3(4c, f)] 

Handles books correctly and shows increasing skills in print 
directionality (left to right, top to bottom, front to back) [EC 
D.3.3(5f)] 

R.1.5 
Understand that print in the book carries the message [EC 
D.3.3(3b)] 

Understand that print in the book carries the message [EC 
D.3.3(4b)] 

Understand that print in the book carries the message [EC 
D.3.3(5b)] 

R.1.6  Understand that words are separated by spaces in print Understand that words are separated by spaces in print 

R.1.7 
Recognize first and last name [EC D.3.2(3c)] Identify first and last name [EC D.3.2(4i)] Identify first and last name and begin to recognize the 

names of other people 

R.1.8 
Recognize letters in familiar words, especially in own name Recognize letters in familiar words, especially in own name 

[EC D.3.2(4c)] 
Recognize letters in familiar words, especially in own name 
[EC D.3.2(5b)] 

 

R.2 Read with age-appropriate fluency, accuracy and expression. 
 

R.2.1 
  Use context to confirm or self-correct word recognition and 

understanding [EC D.3.3(5j)] 

R.2.2 
 Read using picture clues [EC D.3.2(4e)] Read using decoding strategies such as word chunks, word 

patterns, structural clues, picture clues and context clues 
[EC D.3.2(5f)] 

R.2.3 
  Read on-level text orally with accuracy, appropriate rate, 

and expression on successive readings 

R.2.4   Concentrate on reading for sustained periods of time 

R.2.5   Use punctuation cues to add fluency and expression  

R.2.6 
 Read books with simple repetitive language patterns [EC 

D.3.1(4f)] 
Read books with simple repetitive language patterns 

R.2.7   Read assigned and self-selected fiction and non-fiction text 

R.2.8 Read from the Bible Read from the Bible Read from the Bible 
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 3-Year-Old Kindergarten 4-Year-Old-Kindergarten 5-Year-Old-Kindergarten 
 

R.2.9 
Self-select appropriate reading material for independent 
reading 

Self-select appropriate reading material for independent 
reading 

Self-select appropriate reading material for independent 
reading 

R.2.10 
Recognizes some familiar environment print (e.g. sees a 
stop sign) [EC D.3.3(3e)] 

Recognizes some familiar environment print (e.g. sees a 
stop sign) [EC D.3.2(4e), D.3.3(4e)] 

Recognizes some familiar environment print (e.g. sees a 
stop sign) [EC D.3.2(5d), D.3.3(5e)] 

 

R.3 Use comprehension strategies. 

 

R.3.1 
  Use grade level and on-level texts for purpose and 

understanding 

R.3.2 Use picture to understand content [EC D.3.3(3a)] Use picture to understand content [EC D.3.3(4a)] Use pictures to learn meaning of unknown words in a text 

R.3.4 
  Use word chunks, word patterns, structural clues and 

context clues to understand text 

R.3.5 
 Understand that books have characters, sequences of 

events and story plots [EC D.3.3(4h)] 
Understand that books have characters, sequences of 
events, and story plots [EC D.3.3(5h)] 

R.3.10   Identify who is speaking at various points in a text 

R.3.13  Identify the main characters and main idea in a story Identify the main characters and main idea in a story 

R.3.16 
 Relate Catholic values and teachings in the evaluation of 

literary themes and plots 
Relate Catholic values and teachings in the evaluation of 
literary themes and plots 

R.3.22 
  Identify words and phrases in a variety of texts that suggest 

feelings or appeal to the senses 

R.3.23 
Use a category of words that shows awareness of common 
aspects among objects (e.g. "Where are my toys for the 
sandbox?") [EC D.2.3(3a)] 

Use a category of words that shows awareness of common 
aspects among objects (e.g. "Where are my toys for the 
sandbox?") [EC D.2.3(4a)] 

Describe how objects are grouped into general categories 
(e.g. desk, chair, sofa: furniture) 

R.3.24 
Apply reading strategies: guided retelling Apply reading strategies: guided retelling [EC D.2.3(4e)] Apply reading strategies: semantic webbing, story mapping, 

sequencing, and retelling [EC D.3.3(5i)] 

R.3.25 
  Select pertinent passages or phrases to answer questions 

[EC D.2.3(5c)] 

R.3.26 
  Identify a purpose for reading and study various forms of 

literature 

R.3.27 Choose reading activities and respond [EC D.3.3(3d)] Choose reading activities and respond [EC D.3.3(4d)] Read a variety of materials and respond  

R.3.28 
  Read and discuss age appropriate: holy cards, books about 

saints and prophets, creation poems, and Bible stories.  

R.3.29 
Demonstrate proper library etiquette and procedures Demonstrate proper library etiquette and procedures Demonstrate proper library etiquette and procedures [EC 

D.3.2(5n)] 

R.3.30   Identify cause and effect relationships 

R.3.31 
 Discuss virtuous behaviors, values, and attitudes in 

characters  
Discuss virtuous behaviors, values, and attitudes in 
characters  

R.3.32 
  Compare and contrast familiar stories with prompting and 

support 
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 3-Year-Old Kindergarten 4-Year-Old-Kindergarten 5-Year-Old-Kindergarten 
 

R.3.33 
  Use age appropriate literature as an alternative way of 

learning science, math, social studies and the arts and to 
gain and interpret new and different perspectives 

R.3.36 
  Identify impact of age appropriate literature on one’s 

opinion  

R.3.37 

  Express thoughts, feelings, judgments, understanding, 
personal experience and attitudes, draw conclusions and 
make predictions after reading or listening to material of 
grade level text [EC D.2.4(5d)] 

R.3.47 
  Share how literature is used to develop a religious, moral 

and social sense 

R.3.52 
  Tell how literature assists in the ability to make judgments 

about what is true and what is false and to make choices 
based on these judgments  

R.3.54 
  Extend awareness of world cultures, historical perspectives, 

and cultural patrimony handed down through diverse texts 

 

R.4 Recognize and interpret common genres. 

 
R.4.1  Distinguish between fiction and non-fiction Distinguish between fiction and non-fiction 

R.4.2 
 Recall common genres (e.g. storybook, nursery rhymes, 

bible story, poem, fairy tales, folk tales) 
Recall common genres (e.g. storybook, nursery rhymes, 
bible story, poem, fairy tales, folk tales) 

R.4.3 
  Identify how spiritual knowledge is represented and 

communicated through fairy tales, fables, myths, parables 
and stories 

R.4.4 
 Identify heroes and villains; quests or challenges when 

writing or speaking about classic stories from around the 
world  

Identify heroes and villains; quests or challenges when 
writing or speaking about classic stories from around the 
world  

R.4.5 
  Recognize Christian and Western symbols and symbolism 

as good and evil 

R.4.6 
Recognize elements of poetry (e.g. rhyme scheme) Recognize elements of poetry (e.g. rhyme scheme) Recognize elements of poetry (e.g. rhyme scheme) [EC 

D.3.1(5b)] 

R.4.8 
  Reference structural elements of drama (e.g. cast of 

characters, setting descriptions, dialogue, stage directions, 
acts, scenes) 
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R. READING AND LITERATURE - ELEMENTARY AND MIDDLE SCHOOL 
The catechesis that takes place within the religion curriculum of the school and throughout the entire academic curriculum needs to: Promote knowledge of the faith; Promote 

knowledge of the meaning of the Liturgy and the sacraments; Promote moral formation in Jesus Christ; Teach the Christian how to pray with Christ; Prepare the Christian to live in 
community and to participate actively in the life and mission of the Church; and Promote a missionary spirit that prepares the faithful to be present as Christians in society. 

 

Students will… 
 Grade 1 Grade 2 Grade 3 Grade 4 Grade 5 Grade 6 Grade 7 Grade 8 
 

R.1 Demonstrate understanding of the features of print. 

 

R.1.1* 

Identify the parts of a 
book including: title 
page, table of 
contents, author, 
illustrator, and 
glossary 

Identify different parts 
of the book (glossary, 
graphs, table of 
contents, index) 

      

R.1.2 

Examine table of 
contents, captions, 
headings, glossary, 
and index to locate 
key facts or 
information 

Examine title page, 
table of contents, 
chapter headings, 
guide words, key 
words, glossary, 
index and copyright 
page to locate 
information 

Interpret text features 
(e.g. bold print, key 
words, topic 
sentences, 
hyperlinks, electronic 
menus, icons, 
illustrations) to locate 
information quickly 
and efficiently 

Interpret text features 
(e.g. bold print, key 
words, topic 
sentences, 
hyperlinks, electronic 
menus, icons, 
illustrations) to locate 
information quickly 
and efficiently 

Interpret text features 
(e.g. bold print, key 
words, topic 
sentences, 
hyperlinks, electronic 
menus, icons, 
illustrations) to locate 
information quickly 
and efficiently 

Analyze text and 
media features 
(captions, 
comparisons, 
glossary, graphics, 
index, labels, maps, 
special print, 
subtitles, table of 
contents, websites, 
sidebars, hyperlinks, 
electronic menus, 
icons) to locate and 
process information 
relevant to a given 
topic  

Analyze text and 
media features 
(captions, 
comparisons, 
glossary, graphics, 
index, labels, maps, 
special print, 
subtitles, table of 
contents, websites, 
sidebars, hyperlinks, 
electronic menus, 
icons) to locate and 
process information 
relevant to a given 
topic  

Analyze text and 
media features 
(captions, 
comparisons, 
glossary, graphics, 
index, labels, maps, 
special print, 
subtitles, table of 
contents, websites, 
sidebars, hyperlinks, 
electronic menus, 
icons) to locate and 
process information 
relevant to a given 
topic  

R.1.7 
Recognize the names 
of other people 

Identify the names of 
other people 

Recognize own name 
in cursive  

Read cursive     

 

R.2 Read with age-appropriate fluency, accuracy and expression. 

 

R.2.1 

Use context to 
confirm or self-correct 
word recognition and 
understanding 

Use context to 
confirm or self-correct 
word recognition and 
understanding 

Use context to 
confirm or self-correct 
word recognition and 
understanding 

Use context to 
confirm or self-correct 
word recognition and 
understanding 

Use context to 
confirm or self-correct 
word recognition and 
understanding 

Use context to 
confirm or self-correct 
word recognition and 
understanding 

Use context to 
confirm or self-correct 
word recognition and 
understanding 

Use context to 
confirm or self-correct 
word recognition and 
understanding 

R.2.2* 
Read using decoding 
strategies such as 

Read using decoding 
strategies such as 

Read using decoding 
strategies such as 

Read using decoding 
strategies such as 

Read using decoding 
strategies such as 

Read using decoding 
strategies such as 

Read using decoding 
strategies such as 

Read using decoding 
strategies such as 
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 Grade 1 Grade 2 Grade 3 Grade 4 Grade 5 Grade 6 Grade 7 Grade 8 
 

word chunks, word 
patterns, structural 
clues and context 
clues 

word chunks, word 
patterns, structural 
clues and context 
clues 

word chunks, word 
patterns, structural 
clues and context 
clues 

word chunks, word 
patterns, structural 
clues and context 
clues 

word chunks, word 
patterns, structural 
clues and context 
clues 

word chunks, word 
patterns, structural 
clues and context 
clues 

word chunks, word 
patterns, structural 
clues and context 
clues 

word chunks, word 
patterns, structural 
clues and context 
clues 

R.2.3* 

Read on-level text 
orally with accuracy, 
appropriate rate, and 
expression on 
successive readings 

Read on-level text 
orally with accuracy, 
appropriate rate, and 
expression on 
successive readings 

Read on-level text 
orally with accuracy, 
appropriate rate, and 
expression on 
successive readings 

Read on-level text 
orally with accuracy, 
appropriate rate, and 
expression on 
successive readings 

Read on-level text 
orally with accuracy, 
appropriate rate, and 
expression on 
successive readings 

Read on-level text 
orally with accuracy, 
appropriate rate, and 
expression on 
successive readings 

Read on-level text 
orally with accuracy, 
appropriate rate, and 
expression on 
successive readings 

Read on-level text 
orally with accuracy, 
appropriate rate, and 
expression on 
successive readings 

R.2.4* 

Concentrate on 
reading for sustained 
periods of time 

Concentrate on 
reading for sustained 
periods of time 

Concentrate on 
reading to build 
stamina for sustained 
periods of time 

Concentrate on 
reading to build 
stamina for sustained 
periods of time 

Concentrate on 
reading to build 
stamina for sustained 
periods of time 

Concentrate on 
reading to build 
stamina for sustained 
periods of time 

Concentrate on 
reading to build 
stamina for sustained 
periods of time 

Concentrate on 
reading to build 
stamina for sustained 
periods of time 

R.2.5* 
Use punctuation cues 
to add fluency and 
expression  

Use punctuation cues 
to add fluency and 
expression  

Use punctuation cues 
to add fluency and 
expression  

Use punctuation cues 
to add fluency and 
expression  

Use punctuation cues 
to add fluency and 
expression  

Use punctuation cues 
to add fluency and 
expression  

Use punctuation cues 
to add fluency and 
expression  

Use punctuation cues 
to add fluency and 
expression  

R.2.6 
Read books with 
simple repetitive 
language patterns 

Read books with 
repetitive language 
patterns       

R.2.7 
Read assigned and 
self-selected fiction 
and non-fiction text 

Read assigned and 
self-selected fiction 
and non-fiction text 

Read assigned and 
self-selected fiction 
and non-fiction text 

Read assigned and 
self-selected fiction 
and non-fiction text 

Read assigned and 
self-selected fiction 
and non-fiction text 

Read assigned and 
self-selected fiction 
and non-fiction text 

Read assigned and 
self-selected fiction 
and non-fiction text 

Read assigned and 
self-selected fiction 
and non-fiction text 

R.2.8 Read from the Bible Read from the Bible Read from the Bible Read from the Bible Read from the Bible Read from the Bible Read from the Bible Read from the Bible 

R.2.9 

Self-select 
appropriate reading 
material for 
independent reading 

Self-select 
appropriate reading 
material for 
independent reading 

Self-select 
appropriate reading 
material for 
independent reading 

Self-select 
appropriate reading 
material for 
independent reading 

Self-select 
appropriate reading 
material for 
independent reading 

Self-select texts for 
research and 
personal reading 

Self-select texts for 
research and 
personal reading 

Self-select texts for 
research and 
personal reading 

R.2.10 

Identify signs and 
symbols used across 
curriculum content 
areas (e.g. maps, 
temperature, and 
charts) 

Interpret signs and 
symbols used across 
curriculum content 
areas (e.g. maps, 
temperature, and 
charts) 

Interpret signs and 
symbols used across 
curriculum content 
areas (e.g. maps, 
temperature, and 
charts) 

Interpret signs and 
symbols used across 
curriculum content 
areas (e.g. maps, 
temperature, and 
charts) 

Interpret signs and 
symbols used across 
curriculum content 
areas (e.g. maps, 
temperature, and 
charts) 

Interpret signs and 
symbols used across 
curriculum content 
areas (e.g. maps, 
temperature, and 
charts) 

Interpret signs and 
symbols used across 
curriculum content 
areas (e.g. maps, 
temperature, and 
charts) 

Interpret signs and 
symbols used across 
curriculum content 
areas (e.g. maps, 
temperature, and 
charts) 

 

R.3 Use comprehension strategies.* 

 

R.3.1 

Use grade level and 
on-level texts for 
purpose and 
understanding 

Use grade level and 
on-level texts for 
purpose and 
understanding 

Use grade level and 
on-level texts for 
purpose and 
understanding 

Use grade level and 
on-level texts for 
purpose and 
understanding 

Use grade level and 
on-level texts for 
purpose and 
understanding 

Use grade level and 
on-level texts for 
purpose and 
understanding 

Use grade level and 
on-level texts for 
purpose and 
understanding 

Use grade level and 
on-level texts for 
purpose and 
understanding 
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 Grade 1 Grade 2 Grade 3 Grade 4 Grade 5 Grade 6 Grade 7 Grade 8 
 

R.3.2 

Use pictures to learn 
meaning of unknown 
words or content 

Use information from 
illustrations, print 
features, technical 
resources (charts, 
tables, travel 
schedule, timelines 
and manuals), and 
other visual elements 
to develop an 
understanding of the 
text 

Use information from 
illustrations, print 
features, technical 
resources (charts, 
tables, travel 
schedule, timelines 
and manuals), and 
other visual elements 
to develop an 
understanding of the 
text 

Use information from 
illustrations, print 
features, technical 
resources (charts, 
tables, travel 
schedule, timelines 
and manuals), and 
other visual elements 
to develop an 
understanding of the 
text 

Use information from 
illustrations, print 
features, technical 
resources (charts, 
tables, travel 
schedule, timelines 
and manuals), and 
other visual elements 
to develop an 
understanding of the 
text 

Use information from 
illustrations, print 
features, technical 
resources (charts, 
tables, travel 
schedule, timelines 
and manuals), and 
other visual elements 
to develop an 
understanding of the 
text 

Use information from 
illustrations, print 
features, technical 
resources (charts, 
tables, travel 
schedule, timelines 
and manuals), and 
other visual elements 
to develop an 
understanding of the 
text 

Use information from 
illustrations, print 
features, technical 
resources (charts, 
tables, travel 
schedule, timelines 
and manuals), and 
other visual elements 
to develop an 
understanding of the 
text 

R.3.3* 

      Describe in detail 
how an author 
introduces, illustrates, 
and elaborates a key 
idea in a text (e.g. 
through examples 
and anecdotes) 

Analyze how an 
author introduces, 
illustrates, and 
elaborates on two or 
more significant ideas 
in a text, including 
how the relationship 
between ideas is 
expressed 

R.3.4 

Use word chunks, 
word patterns, 
structural clues and 
context clues to 
understand text 

Use word chunks, 
word patterns, 
structural clues and 
context clues to 
understand text 

Use word chunks, 
word patterns, 
structural clues and 
context clues to 
understand text 

Use word chunks, 
word patterns, 
structural clues and 
context clues to 
understand text 

Use word chunks, 
word patterns, 
structural clues and 
context clues to 
understand text 

Use word chunks, 
word patterns, 
structural clues and 
context clues to 
understand text 

Use word chunks, 
word patterns, 
structural clues and 
context clues to 
understand text 

Use word chunks, 
word patterns, 
structural clues and 
context clues to 
understand text 

R.3.5 

Understand that 
books have 
characters, settings, 
sequences of events, 
and story plots 

Understand that 
books have 
characters, character 
relationships, 
settings, sequences 
of events, cause and 
effect, and story plots 

Understand that 
books have 
characters, character 
relationships, 
settings, sequences 
of events, cause and 
effect, and story plots 

Understand that 
books have 
characters, character 
relationships, 
settings, sequences 
of events, cause and 
effect, and story plots 

Understand that 
books have 
characters, character 
relationships, 
settings, sequences 
of events, cause and 
effect, and story plots 

Describe how a 
story's plot unfolds as 
well as how 
characters adapt to 
change as they move 
toward a resolution 

Describe how a 
story's plot unfolds (in 
a series of episodes 
or as a problem to be 
solved) as well as 
how characters adapt 
or change as they 
move toward a 
resolution 

Describe how a 
story's plot unfolds (in 
a series of episodes 
or as a problem to be 
solved) as well as 
how characters adapt 
or change as they 
move toward a 
resolution 

R.3.6 

  Identify the conflict of 
the plot and explain 
how it is resolved 

Identify the conflict of 
the plot and explain 
how it is resolved 

Identify the conflict of 
the plot and explain 
how it is resolved 

Identify and describe 
the major conflicts in 
literature (the five 
major conflicts)  

Identify and describe 
the major conflicts in 
literature (the five 
major conflicts)  

Identify and describe 
the major conflicts in 
literature (the five 
major conflicts)  

R.3.7 

  Use events that 
advance the plot and 
determine how each 
event explains past or 

Identify events that 
advance the plot and 
determine how each 
event explains past or 

Identify events that 
advance the plot and 
determine how each 
event explains past or 

Analyze events that 
advance the plot and 
determine how each 
event explains past or 

Analyze events that 
advance the plot and 
determine how each 
event explains past or 

Determine events 
that advance the plot 
and determine how 
each event explains 
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present action or 
foreshadows future 
action 

present action or 
foreshadows future 
action 

present action or 
foreshadows future 
action 

present action or 
foreshadows future 
action 

present action or 
foreshadows future 
action 

past or present action 
or foreshadows future 
action 

R.3.8 

   Recognize the effect 
of flashback on the 
development of the 
plot and meaning of 
the text 

Recognize the effect 
of flashback on the 
development of the 
plot and meaning of 
the text 

Explain the effect of 
flashback on the 
development of the 
plot and meaning of 
the text 

Analyze the effect of 
flashback on the 
development of the 
plot and meaning of 
the text 

Analyze the effect of 
flashback on the 
development of the 
plot and meaning of 
the text 

R.3.9 

 Recognize plot 
development and the 
way in which conflicts 
are addressed and 
resolved 

Explain plot 
development and the 
way in which conflicts 
are addressed and 
resolved 

Identify the structural 
elements of the plot, 
such as subplots, and 
climax; the plot's 
development; and the 
way in which conflicts 
are addressed and 
resolved 

Identify the structural 
elements of the plot, 
such as subplots, 
parallel episodes, and 
climax; the plot's 
development; and the 
way in which conflicts 
are addressed and 
resolved 

Analyze the structural 
elements of the plot, 
such as subplots, 
parallel episodes, and 
climax; the plot's 
development; and the 
way in which conflicts 
are addressed and 
resolved 

Analyze the structural 
elements of the plot, 
such as subplots, 
parallel episodes, and 
climax; the plot's 
development; and the 
way in which conflicts 
are addressed and 
resolved 

Evaluate the 
structural elements of 
the plot, such as 
subplots, parallel 
episodes, and climax; 
the plot's 
development; and the 
way in which conflicts 
are addressed and 
resolved 

R.3.10 

Recognize dialog is 
character 
conversation 

Recognize character 
dialog enhances the 
story  

Analyze how 
character dialog 
builds plot and 
character 
relationships 

Identify how particular 
lines of dialogue or 
specific incidents in 
the story or drama 
reveal aspects of 
character or provoke 
a decision 

Determine how 
particular lines of 
dialogue or specific 
incidents in the story 
or drama reveal 
aspects of character 
or provoke a decision 

Determine how 
particular lines of 
dialogue or specific 
incidents in the story 
or drama reveal 
aspects of character 
or provoke a decision 

Analyze how 
particular lines of 
dialogue or specific 
incidents in the story 
or drama reveal 
aspects of character, 
or provoke a decision 

Analyze the 
relevance of setting 
and compare and 
contrast the 
motivations and 
reactions of literary 
characters from 
different historical 
eras 

R.3.11* 

   Recognize how a 
sentence, chapter, 
scene or stanza fits 
into the overall 
structure of a text and 
contributes to the 
development of the 
plot or themes 

Identify how a 
sentence, chapter, 
scene or stanza fits 
into the overall 
structure of a text and 
contributes to the 
development of the 
plot or themes 

Relate how a 
sentence, chapter, 
scene or stanza fits 
into the overall 
structure of a text and 
contributes to the 
development of the 
plot or themes 

Relate how a 
sentence, chapter, 
scene or stanza fits 
into the overall 
structure of a text and 
contributes to the 
development of the 
plot or themes 

Translate how a 
sentence, chapter, 
scene or stanza fits 
into the overall 
structure of a text and 
contributes to the 
development of the 
plot or themes 

R.3.12 

  Compare and 
contrast different 
media (books, audio, 
readers theater, 
student led 
dramatizations, play 
performances, etc.) 

Compare and 
contrast different 
media (books, audio, 
readers theater, 
student led 
dramatizations, play 
performances, etc.) 

Compare and 
contrast different 
media (books, audio, 
readers theater, 
student led 
dramatizations, play 
performances, etc.) 

Explain how images, 
sounds and 
movements 
contribute to an 
animated or live-
action adaptation of a 
story, comparing that 

Analyze how images, 
sounds and 
movements 
contribute to an 
animated or live-
action adaptation of a 
story, comparing that 

Interpret how images, 
sounds and 
movements 
contribute to an 
animated or live-
action adaptation of a 
story, comparing that 
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 Grade 1 Grade 2 Grade 3 Grade 4 Grade 5 Grade 6 Grade 7 Grade 8 
 

version to what is 
"seen" or "heard" 
from reading the text 

version to what is 
"seen" or "heard" 
from reading the text 

version to what is 
"seen" or "heard" 
from reading the text 

R.3.13 

Identify the main 
characters and main 
idea in a story 

Identify the main 
characters and their 
role and main idea in 
a story  

Determine the main 
idea, theme and 
supporting details of 
a text and explain 
how it is supported by 
key details 

Determine the main 
idea, theme and 
supporting details of 
a text and explain 
how it is supported by 
key details 

Determine the main 
idea, theme and 
supporting details of 
a text and explain 
how it is supported by 
key details 

Connect and clarify 
main ideas by 
identifying their 
relationships to 
multiple sources and 
related topics 

Connect and clarify 
main ideas by 
identifying their 
relationships to 
multiple sources and 
related topics 

Elaborate main ideas 
by identifying their 
relationships to 
multiple sources and 
related topics 

R.3.14 

       Compare the original 
text to a summary to 
determine whether 
the summary 
accurately describes 
the main ideas, 
includes important 
details and conveys 
the underlying 
meaning 

R.3.15* 

  Name the theme of a 
story, drama or poem 
from the details of the 
text 

Derive a theme of a 
story, drama or poem 
from the details of the 
text, distinguishing 
between significant 
and supporting 
details 

Determine a theme of 
a text, drawing on 
how characters in a 
story respond to 
challenges or how the 
speaker in a poem 
reflects upon a topic 

Analyze how a theme 
or central idea 
develops over the 
course of a text, 
drawing on key 
details such as 
characters, actions 
and images 

Analyze how two or 
more themes or 
central ideas in a text 
relate to one another, 
drawing on key 
details such as 
characters, actions 
and images 

Identify and analyze 
recurring themes 
conveyed through 
characters, actions 
and images, that 
appear frequently 
across traditional and 
contemporary works 

R.3.16 

Relate Catholic 
values and teachings 
in the evaluation of 
literary themes and 
plots 

Apply Catholic values 
and teachings in the 
evaluation of literary 
themes and plots 

Apply Catholic values 
and teachings in the 
evaluation of literary 
themes and plots 

Apply Catholic values 
and teachings in the 
evaluation of literary 
themes and plots 

Apply Catholic values 
and teachings in the 
evaluation of literary 
themes and plots 

Defend Catholic 
values, virtues, and 
Catholic Social 
Teachings in 
evaluation of literary 
themes and plots 

Defend Catholic 
values, virtues, and 
Catholic Social 
Teachings in 
evaluation of literary 
themes and plots 

Defend Catholic 
values, virtues, and 
Catholic Social 
Teachings in 
evaluation of literary 
themes and plots 

R.3.17* 

Differentiate between 
literal and figurative 
language 
(exaggeration, 
alliteration, 
onomatopoeia) 

Differentiate between 
literal and figurative 
language 
(exaggeration, 
alliteration, 
onomatopoeia, 
metaphor, simile, 
personification) 

Differentiate between 
literal and figurative 
language 
(exaggeration, 
alliteration, 
onomatopoeia, 
metaphor, simile, 
personification, 
idioms) 

Differentiate between 
literal and figurative 
language 
(exaggeration, 
alliteration, 
onomatopoeia, 
metaphor, simile, 
personification, 
idioms, hyperbole) 

Differentiate between 
literal and figurative 
language 
(exaggeration, 
alliteration, 
onomatopoeia, 
metaphor, simile, 
personification, 

Differentiate between 
literal and figurative 
language 
(exaggeration, 
alliteration, 
onomatopoeia, 
metaphor, simile, 
personification, 

Differentiate between 
literal and figurative 
language 
(exaggeration, 
alliteration, 
onomatopoeia, 
metaphor, simile, 
personification, 
idioms, hyperbole, 

Differentiate between 
literal and figurative 
language 
(exaggeration, 
alliteration, 
onomatopoeia, 
metaphor, simile, 
personification, 
idioms, hyperbole, 
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idioms, hyperbole, 
irony) 

idioms, hyperbole, 
irony, oxymoron)  

irony, oxymoron, 
allusion)  

irony, oxymoron, 
allusion, cliché, 
anthropomorphism)  

R.3.18* 

     Identify tone in the 
literature as formal, 
informal, serious, 
comic, sarcastic, sad, 
cheerful, or any other 
existing attitude  

Identify tone in the 
literature as formal, 
informal, serious, 
comic, sarcastic, sad, 
cheerful, or any other 
existing attitude  

Identify tone in the 
literature as formal, 
informal, serious, 
comic, sarcastic, sad, 
cheerful, or any other 
existing attitude  

R.3.19 

   Recognize Linguistic 
Analysis (word 
choice) in terms of 
historical, 
geographical, social 
economic, racial, 
religious context  

Recognize Linguistic 
Analysis (word 
choice) in terms of 
historical, 
geographical, social 
economic, racial, 
religious context  

Interpret Linguistic 
Analysis (word 
choice) in terms of 
historical, 
geographical, social 
economic, racial, 
religious context  

Interpret Linguistic 
Analysis (word 
choice) in terms of 
historical, 
geographical, social 
economic, racial, 
religious context  

Interpret Linguistic 
Analysis (word 
choice) in terms of 
historical, 
geographical, social 
economic, racial, 
religious context  

R.3.20* 
Select between fact 
or opinion statements  

Identify clues 
indicating statements 
of fact or opinion 

Differentiate between 
fact and opinion 

Differentiate between 
fact and opinion 

Differentiate between 
fact and opinion 

Defend statements as 
fact or opinion 

Defend statements as 
fact or opinion 

Defend statements as 
fact or opinion 

R.3.21 

 Introduce metaphors 
and similes  

Identify metaphors 
and similes  

Identify metaphors 
and similes  

Identify how 
metaphors and 
similes, as well as 
rhymes and other 
repetition of sounds 
(alliteration) supply 
meaning and rhythm 
in a variety of texts  

Identify the effects of 
common literary 
devices such as 
symbolism, imagery 
or metaphor in a 
variety of texts 

Identify and explain 
the effects of 
common literary 
devices such as 
symbolism, imagery, 
or metaphor in a 
variety of texts 

Analyze significant 
literary devices, such 
as metaphor, 
symbolism, dialect or 
quotations, and irony, 
which define a 
writer's style and use 
those elements to 
interpret the work 

R.3.22 

Identify words and 
phrases in a variety 
of texts that suggest 
feelings or appeal to 
the senses 

Identify words and 
phrases in a variety 
of texts that suggest 
feelings or appeal to 
the senses 

Identify words and 
phrases in a variety 
of texts that suggest 
feelings or appeal to 
the senses 

Identify words and 
phrases in a variety 
of texts that suggest 
feelings or appeal to 
the senses and 
explain the author's 
intent  

Identify words and 
phrases in a variety 
of texts that suggest 
feelings or appeal to 
the senses and 
explain the author's 
intent  

Analyze words and 
phrases in a variety 
of texts that suggest 
feelings or appeal to 
the senses and 
explain the author's 
intent  

Analyze words and 
phrases in a variety 
of texts that suggest 
feelings or appeal to 
the senses and 
explain the author's 
intent and reader's 
interpretation  

Analyze words and 
phrases in a variety 
of texts that suggest 
feelings or appeal to 
the senses and 
explain the author's 
intent and reader's 
interpretation  

R.3.23 

Describe how objects 
are grouped into 
general categories 
(e.g. cows, pigs and 
horses: farm animals) 

Describe how objects 
are grouped into 
general categories 
(e.g. cows, pigs and 
horses: farm animals) 

Categorize by 
characteristics, facts, 
and genres. 

Categorize by 
characteristics, facts, 
genres, and topics  

Categorize by 
characteristics, facts, 
genres, topics, and 
trends  

Categorize and 
analyze by 
characteristics, facts, 
genres, topics, and 
trends  

Categorize and 
interpret by 
characteristics, facts, 
genres, topics, and 
trends  

Categorize and 
interpret by 
characteristics, facts, 
genres, topics, and 
trends  
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R.3.24 

Apply reading 
strategies: semantic 
webbing, story 
mapping, 
sequencing, retelling, 
predicting, and prior 
knowledge 

Apply reading 
strategies: semantic 
webbing, story 
mapping, 
sequencing, retelling, 
predicting, prior 
knowledge, post 
reading, and 
summarizing  

Apply reading 
strategies: semantic 
webbing, story 
mapping, 
sequencing, retelling, 
predicting, prior 
knowledge, post 
reading, 
summarizing, and 
visualizing 

Apply reading 
strategies: semantic 
webbing, story 
mapping, 
sequencing, retelling, 
predicting, prior 
knowledge, post 
reading, 
summarizing, 
visualizing, and 
inferencing 

Apply reading 
strategies: semantic 
webbing, story 
mapping, sequencing 
(chronological order), 
retelling, predicting, 
prior knowledge, post 
reading, 
summarizing, 
visualizing, and 
inferencing 

Apply reading 
strategies: semantic 
webbing, story 
mapping, sequencing 
(chronological order), 
retelling, predicting, 
prior knowledge, post 
reading, 
summarizing, 
visualizing, 
inferencing, senses 
(sight, sound, smell), 
and background 
knowledge and 
literary elements  

Apply reading 
strategies: semantic 
webbing, story 
mapping, sequencing 
(chronological order), 
retelling, predicting, 
prior knowledge, post 
reading, 
summarizing, 
visualizing, 
inferencing, senses 
(sight, sound, smell, 
taste, and touch) and 
background 
knowledge and 
literary elements 

Apply reading 
strategies: semantic 
webbing, story 
mapping, sequencing 
(chronological order), 
retelling, predicting, 
prior knowledge, post 
reading, 
summarizing, 
visualizing, 
inferencing, senses 
(sight, sound, smell, 
taste, and touch) and 
background 
knowledge and 
literary elements  

R.3.25* 
Select pertinent 
passages or phrases 
to answer questions 

Select pertinent 
passages or phrases 
to answer questions 

Select pertinent 
passages or phrases 
to answer questions 

Select pertinent 
passages or phrases 
to answer questions 

Select pertinent 
passages or phrases 
to answer questions 

Select pertinent 
passages or phrases 
to answer questions 

Select pertinent 
passages or phrases 
to answer questions 

Select pertinent 
passages or phrases 
to answer questions 

R.3.26 

Identify a purpose for 
reading and study 
various forms of 
literature 

Identify a purpose for 
reading and study 
various forms of 
literature 

Identify a purpose for 
reading and study 
various forms of 
literature 

Identify a purpose for 
reading and study 
various forms of 
literature 

Identify a purpose for 
reading and study 
various forms of 
literature 

Identify a purpose for 
reading and study 
various forms of 
literature 

Identify a purpose for 
reading and study 
various forms of 
literature 

Identify a purpose for 
reading and study 
various forms of 
literature 

R.3.27 

Choose age and 
ability appropriate 
material for a variety 
of reading purposes 

Choose appropriate 
material for a variety 
of reading purposes 

Read a variety of 
texts and genres to 
build an interest in 
leisure  

Read a variety of 
texts and genres to 
build an interest in 
leisure  

Read a variety of 
texts and genres to 
build an interest in 
leisure  

Read a variety of 
texts and genres to 
build an interest in 
leisure, academic and 
informational reading 

Read a variety of 
texts and genres to 
build an interest in 
leisure, academic and 
informational reading 

Read a variety of 
texts and genres to 
build an interest in 
leisure, academic and 
informational reading 

R.3.28* 

Read and discuss 
age appropriate: holy 
cards, books about 
saints and prophets, 
creation poems, and 
Bible stories  

Read and discuss 
age appropriate: holy 
cards, books about 
saints and prophets, 
creation poems, and 
Bible stories  

Read and discuss 
age appropriate: holy 
cards, books about 
saints and prophets, 
creation poems, and 
Bible stories  

Read and discuss 
age appropriate: holy 
cards, books about 
saints and prophets, 
creation poems, and 
Bible stories  

Read and discuss 
age appropriate: holy 
cards, books about 
saints and prophets, 
creation poems, and 
Bible stories  

Read and discuss 
age appropriate: holy 
cards, books about 
saints and prophets, 
creation poems, and 
Bible stories  

Read and discuss 
age appropriate: holy 
cards, books about 
saints and prophets, 
creation poems, and 
Bible stories  

Read and discuss 
age appropriate: holy 
cards, books about 
saints and prophets, 
creation poems, and 
Bible stories 

R.3.29 
Demonstrate proper 
library etiquette and 
procedures 

Demonstrate proper 
library etiquette and 
procedures 

Demonstrate proper 
library etiquette and 
procedures 

Demonstrate proper 
library etiquette and 
procedures 

Demonstrate proper 
library etiquette and 
procedures 

Demonstrate proper 
library etiquette and 
procedures 

Demonstrate proper 
library etiquette and 
procedures 

Demonstrate proper 
library etiquette and 
procedures 

R.3.30* 
Identify cause and 
effect relationships 

Identify and analyze 
cause and effect 
relationships 

Identify and analyze 
cause and effect 
relationships 

Identify and analyze 
cause and effect 
relationships 

Identify and analyze 
cause and effect 
relationships 

Identify, analyze, and 
interpret cause and 
effect relationships 

Identify, analyze, and 
interpret cause and 
effect relationships 

Identify, analyze, and 
interpret cause and 
effect relationships 

R.3.31 
Discuss virtuous 
behaviors, values, 

Analyze how the 
traits of the 

Analyze how the 
traits of the 

Describe in detail a 
character, event or 

Describe in detail a 
character, event or 

Describe in detail a 
character, event or 

Explain how 
character traits can 

Explain how 
character traits can 
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and attitudes in 
characters  

characters and the 
elements of the 
setting affect and 
influence the plot 
Recognize virtuous 
behaviors, values, 
and attitudes in 
characters  

characters and the 
elements of the 
setting affect and 
influence the plot 
Recognize virtuous 
behaviors, values, 
and attitudes in 
characters  

setting, drawing on 
specific details in the 
text (e.g. from a 
character's thoughts, 
words, deeds, 
interactions with 
others). Recognize 
virtuous behaviors, 
values, and attitudes 
in characters  

setting, drawing on 
specific details in the 
text (e.g. from a 
character's thoughts, 
words, deeds, 
interactions with 
others). Recognize 
virtuous behaviors, 
values, and attitudes 
in characters. Explain 
how they contribute 
to the sequence of 
events  

setting, drawing on 
specific details in the 
text (e.g. from a 
character's thoughts, 
words, deeds, 
interactions with 
others). Recognize 
virtuous behaviors, 
values, and attitudes 
in characters. Explain 
how they contribute 
to the sequence of 
events  

be identified in 
oneself and others 
and develop 
empathy, care, and 
compassion for a 
character's crisis or 
choice  

be identified in 
oneself and others 
and develop 
empathy, care, and 
compassion for a 
character's crisis or 
choice  

R.3.32* 

Compare and 
contrast familiar 
stories with prompting 
and support 

Compare and 
contrast familiar 
stories with prompting 
and support 

Compare and 
contrast texts across 
genres. 

Compare and 
contrast texts across 
genres using text 
evidence.  

Compare and 
contrast texts across 
genres using text 
evidence of two or 
more characters, 
events or settings 
using text  

Determine the causes 
or reasons that link 
different events, 
ideas, information, 
characters, or setting 
using text  

Determine the causes 
or reasons that link 
different events, 
ideas, information, 
characters, or setting 
using text and relate 
to personal 
experience  

Determine the causes 
or reasons that link 
different events, 
ideas, information, 
characters, or setting 
using text and relate 
to personal 
experience  

R.3.33 

Compare and 
contrast two or more 
versions of the same 
story by different 
authors or from 
different cultures  

Compare and 
contrast two or more 
versions of the same 
story by different 
authors or from 
different cultures  

Compare and 
contrast two or more 
versions of the same 
story by different 
authors or from 
different cultures  

Compare and 
contrast two or more 
versions of the same 
story by different 
authors or from 
different cultures  

Compare and 
contrast two or more 
versions of the same 
story by different 
authors or from 
different cultures  

Compare and 
contrast two or more 
versions of the same 
story by different 
authors or from 
different cultures  

Compare and 
contrast two or more 
versions of the same 
story by different 
authors or from 
different cultures  

Compare and 
contrast two or more 
versions of the same 
story by different 
authors or from 
different cultures  

R.3.34 

   Describe how two or 
more texts on the 
same subject build on 
one another; provide 
a coherent picture of 
the information they 
convey 

Describe how two or 
more texts on the 
same subject build on 
one another; provide 
a coherent picture of 
the information they 
convey 

Identify how two or 
more texts on the 
same subject build on 
one another; provide 
a coherent picture of 
the information they 
convey 

Analyze how two or 
more texts on the 
same subject build on 
one another; provide 
a coherent picture of 
the information they 
convey 

Infer how two or more 
texts on the same 
subject build on one 
another; provide a 
coherent picture of 
the information they 
convey when authors 
writing about the 
same topic shape 
their presentations of 
key information by 
emphasizing different 
interpretations of 
facts 
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R.3.35 

Use age appropriate 
literature as an 
alternative way of 
learning science, 
math, social studies 
and the arts and to 
gain and interpret 
new and different 
perspectives 

Use age appropriate 
literature as an 
alternative way of 
learning science, 
math, social studies 
and the arts and to 
gain and interpret 
new and different 
perspectives 

Use age appropriate 
literature as an 
alternative way of 
learning science, 
math, social studies 
and the arts and to 
gain and interpret 
new and different 
perspectives 

Use age appropriate 
literature as an 
alternative way of 
learning science, 
math, social studies 
and the arts and to 
gain and interpret 
new and different 
perspectives 

Use age appropriate 
literature as an 
alternative way of 
learning science, 
math, social studies 
and the arts and to 
gain and interpret 
new and different 
perspectives 

Use age appropriate 
literature as an 
alternative way of 
learning science, 
math, social studies 
and the arts and to 
gain and interpret 
new and different 
perspectives 

Use age appropriate 
literature as an 
alternative way of 
learning science, 
math, social studies 
and the arts and to 
gain and interpret 
new and different 
perspectives 

Use age appropriate 
literature as an 
alternative way of 
learning science, 
math, social studies 
and the arts and to 
gain and interpret 
new and different 
perspectives 

R.3.36 
Identify impact of age 
appropriate literature 
on one’s opinion  

Identify impact of age 
appropriate literature 
on one’s opinion 

Identify impact of age 
appropriate literature 
on one’s opinion 

Identify impact of age 
appropriate literature 
on one’s opinion 

Identify impact of age 
appropriate literature 
on one’s opinion  

Identify impact of age 
appropriate literature 
on one’s opinion 

Identify impact of age 
appropriate literature 
on one’s opinion 

Identify impact of age 
appropriate literature 
on one’s opinion  

R.3.37 

    Identify the degree in 
which a plot is 
believable or realistic 

Identify the degree in 
which a plot or 
character trait is 
believable or realistic 

Identify the degree in 
which a plot or 
character trait is 
believable or realistic 

Analyze the degree in 
which a plot or 
character trait is 
believable or realistic 

R.3.38 

      Compare reviews of 
literary works and 
determine what 
influences the 
reviewer 

Analyze reviews of 
literary works and 
determine what 
influences the 
reviewer 

R.3.39 

      Identify how a work of 
literature can reflect 
the heritage, tradition, 
attitudes and beliefs 
of the author 

Analyze a work of 
literature showing 
how it reflects the 
heritage, tradition, 
attitudes and beliefs 
of the author 

R.3.40 

     Compare and 
contrast the accounts 
of a subject in 
different mediums / 
genres analyzing 
which details are 
emphasized and how 
the account unfolds in 
each version 

Compare and 
contrast the accounts 
of a subject in 
different mediums / 
genres analyzing how 
the method of 
delivery affects the 
impact of the 
information being 
portrayed 

Compare and 
contrast the accounts 
of a subject in 
different mediums / 
genres evaluating the 
advantages and 
disadvantages of 
using different 
mediums / genres 

R.3.41 

Identify who is telling 
the story.  

Identify who (Point of 
View) is telling the 
story  

Identify the point of 
view including the 
difference between 
first and third person 
narratives 

Identify the point of 
view including the 
difference between 
first and third person 
narratives 

Identify the point of 
view including the 
difference between 
first and third person 
narratives 

Compare the point of 
view from which 
different stories are 
narrated, including 
the difference 

Compare the point of 
view from which 
different stories are 
narrated, including 
the difference 

Analyze the point of 
view from which 
different stories are 
narrated, including 
the difference 
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between first and 
third person 
narratives 

between first and 
third person 
narratives 

between first and 
third person 
narratives 

R.3.42* 

    Identify how a 
narrator's point of 
view influences how 
events are described 

Identify how a 
narrator's point of 
view influences how 
events are described 

Interpret how a 
narrator's point of 
view influences how 
events are described 

Interpret how a 
narrator's point of 
view influences how 
events are described 

R.3.43* 

  Reflect on the 
personal and cultural 
significance of literary 
works 

Reflect on the 
personal and cultural 
significance of literary 
works 

Reflect on the 
personal and cultural 
significance of literary 
works 

Identify how an 
author's point of view 
influences the cultural 
context of a text 

Determine how an 
author's point of view 
influences the cultural 
context of a text  

Compare and 
contrast the cultural 
context of a text with 
another similar text  

R.3.44 
    Recognize 

organizational 
patterns within poetry 

Identify organizational 
patterns within poetry 

Analyze 
organizational 
patterns within poetry 

Analyze 
organizational 
patterns within poetry 

R.3.45 

    Recognize the 
difference in the 
perspective or 
knowledge of 
characters and 
audience (e.g. 
created through the 
device or dramatic 
irony) produces 
suspense or humor 

Recognize the 
difference in the 
perspective or 
knowledge of 
characters and 
audience (e.g. 
created through the 
device or dramatic 
irony) produces 
suspense or humor 

Identify the difference 
in the perspective or 
knowledge of 
characters and 
audience (e.g. 
created through the 
device or dramatic 
irony) produces 
suspense or humor 

Explain how a 
difference in the 
perspective or 
knowledge of 
characters and 
audience (e.g. 
created through the 
device or dramatic 
irony) produces 
suspense or humor 

R.3.46* 

Express thoughts, 
feelings, judgments, 
understanding, 
personal experience 
and attitudes, draw 
conclusions and 
make predictions 
after reading or 
listening to material of 
grade level text 

Formulate thoughts, 
feelings, judgments, 
understanding, 
personal experience 
and attitudes, draw 
conclusions and 
make predictions 
after reading or 
listening to material of 
grade level text 

Formulate thoughts, 
feelings, judgments, 
understanding, 
personal experience 
and attitudes, draw 
conclusions and 
make predictions 
after reading or 
listening to material of 
grade level text 

Examine thoughts, 
feelings, judgments, 
understanding, 
personal experience 
and attitudes, draw 
conclusions and 
make predictions 
after reading or 
listening to material of 
grade level text 

Examine thoughts, 
feelings, judgments, 
understanding, 
personal experience 
and attitudes, draw 
conclusions and 
make predictions 
after reading or 
listening to material of 
grade level text 

Analyze thoughts, 
feelings, judgments, 
understanding, 
personal experience 
and attitudes, draw 
conclusions and 
make predictions 
after reading or 
listening to material of 
grade level text 

Defend thoughts, 
feelings, judgments, 
understanding, 
personal experience 
and attitudes, draw 
conclusions and 
make predictions 
after reading or 
listening to material of 
grade level text 

Prove and/or 
disprove the 
thoughts, feelings, 
judgments, 
understanding, 
personal experience 
and attitudes, draw 
conclusions and 
make predictions 
after reading or 
listening to material of 
grade level text 

R.3.47* 

     Make reasonable 
statements, 
conclusions, 
inferences or 
predictions about a 

Draw conclusions, 
make reasonable 
statements, 
inferences, and 
predictions about a 
text, supporting the 

Defend conclusions, 
make reasonable 
statements, 
inferences, and 
predictions about a 
text, supporting the 
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text, supporting them 
with text evidence  

conclusions, 
statements with text 
evidence 

conclusions, 
statements with text 
evidence 

R.3.48 

   Draw on information 
from multiple print or 
digital sources, 
demonstrating the 
ability to locate an 
answer to a question 
or to solve a problem 
efficiently 

Draw on information 
from multiple print or 
digital sources, 
demonstrating the 
ability to locate an 
answer to a question 
or to solve a problem 
efficiently 

Expand the use of 
reference materials 
(sacred and secular) 
for gathering 
information and use a 
rubric for evaluating 
validity of sources 
from web sources 

Expand the use of 
reference materials 
(sacred and secular) 
for gathering 
information and use a 
rubric for evaluating 
validity of sources 
from web sources 

Expand the use of 
reference materials 
(sacred and secular) 
for gathering 
information and use a 
rubric for evaluating 
validity of sources 
from web sources 

R.3.49* 

  Compare and 
contrast sources for 
credibility and 
reliability 

Compare and 
contrast sources for 
credibility and 
reliability 

Compare and 
contrast sources for 
credibility and 
reliability 

Identify credibility and 
reliability of sources 

Defend / disprove 
credibility and 
reliability of sources 

Defend / disprove 
credibility and 
reliability of sources 

R.3.50 

    Using text evidence, 
explain how and 
author uses evidence 
to support their claim 

Using text evidence, 
explain how and 
author uses evidence 
to support their claim 

Identify the 
adequacy, accuracy 
and appropriateness 
of the author's 
evidence to support 
claims and 
assertions, noting 
instances of 
persuasion, 
propaganda, bias and 
stereotyping 

Explain instances of 
persuasion, 
propaganda, instance 
of bias, stereotyping, 
and faulty reasoning 
in nonfiction text,, 
such as unsupported 
and invalid premises 
or inferences and 
conclusions that do 
not follow the premise 

R.3.51 

Share how literature 
is used to develop a 
religious, moral and 
social sense 

Share how literature 
is used to develop a 
religious, moral and 
social sense 

Demonstrate how 
literature is used to 
develop a religious, 
moral and social 
sense  

Demonstrate how 
literature is used to 
develop a religious, 
moral and social 
sense  

Demonstrate how 
literature is used to 
develop a religious, 
moral and social 
sense  

Demonstrate how 
literature is used to 
develop a religious, 
moral and social 
sense  

Demonstrate how 
literature is used to 
develop a religious, 
moral and social 
sense  

Demonstrate how 
literature is used to 
develop a religious, 
moral and social 
sense  

R.3.52 
Read and follow 
written directions for 
grade level material 

Read and follow 
written directions for 
grade level material 

Read and follow 
written directions for 
grade level material 

Read and follow 
written directions for 
grade level material 

Read and follow 
written directions for 
grade level material 

Read and follow 
written directions for 
grade level material 

Read and follow 
written directions for 
grade level material 

Read and follow 
written directions for 
grade level material 

R.3.53 

Tell how literature 
assists in the ability to 
make judgments 
about what is true 
and what is false and 
to make choices 
based on these 
judgments  

Tell how literature 
assists in the ability to 
make judgments 
about what is true 
and what is false and 
to make choices 
based on these 
judgments  

Tell how literature 
assists in the ability to 
make judgments 
about what is true 
and what is false and 
to make choices 
based on these 
judgments  

Tell how literature 
assists in the ability to 
make judgments 
about what is true 
and what is false and 
to make choices 
based on these 
judgments  

Tell how literature 
assists in the ability to 
make judgments 
about what is true 
and what is false and 
to make choices 
based on these 
judgments  

Analyze how 
literature assists in 
the ability to make 
judgments about 
what is true and what 
is false and to make 
choices based on 

Explain from a 
Catholic perspective 
how literature 
addresses critical 
questions related to 
man, such as: How 
ought men live in 
community with each 

Explain from a 
Catholic perspective 
how literature 
addresses critical 
questions related to 
man, such as: How 
ought men live in 
community with each 
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these judgments 
(CNS) 

other’s? What is the 
relationship between 
God and man? What 
is the nature of 
human dignity and 
the human spirit? 
(CNS) 

other’s? What is the 
relationship between 
God and man? What 
is the nature of 
human dignity and 
the human spirit? 
(CNS) 

R.3.54 

Extend awareness of 
world cultures, 
historical 
perspectives, and 
cultural patrimony 
handed down through 
diverse texts 

Extend awareness of 
world cultures, 
historical 
perspectives, and 
cultural patrimony 
handed down through 
diverse texts 

Extend awareness of 
world cultures, 
historical 
perspectives, and 
cultural patrimony 
handed down through 
diverse texts 

Extend awareness of 
world cultures, 
historical 
perspectives, and 
cultural patrimony 
handed down through 
diverse texts 

Extend awareness of 
world cultures, 
historical 
perspectives, and 
cultural patrimony 
handed down through 
diverse texts 

Extend awareness of 
world cultures, 
historical 
perspectives, and 
cultural patrimony 
handed down through 
diverse texts 

Extend awareness of 
world cultures, 
historical 
perspectives, and 
cultural patrimony 
handed down through 
diverse texts 

Extend awareness of 
world cultures, 
historical 
perspectives, and 
cultural patrimony 
handed down through 
diverse texts 

 

R.4 Recognize and interpret common genres. 

 

R.4.1 

Distinguish between 
fiction and non-fiction 

Distinguish between 
fiction and non-fiction 

Distinguish between 
fiction and non-fiction 

Distinguish between 
fiction and non-fiction 

Distinguish between 
fiction and non-fiction 

Identify different 
types of fiction and 
describe the major 
characteristics of 
each form 

Discuss the purposes 
and characteristics of 
different forms of 
written text, such as 
short story, novel, 
novella and essay 

Determine and 
articulate the 
relationship between 
the purpose and 
characteristics of 
different forms of 
poetry 

R.4.2 

Recall common 
genres (e.g. 
storybook, nursery 
rhymes, bible story, 
poem, fairy tales, folk 
tales) 

Identify common 
genres (e.g. 
storybook, nursery 
rhymes, bible story, 
poem, fairy tales, folk 
tales) 

Distinguish between 
common genres (e.g. 
nursery rhymes, 
fantasy, folk tale, 
fable, parable, poem, 
mystery, history, 
biography, 
autobiography, 
journals, essays, 
classical literature, 
content area, legend, 
historical fiction, news 
story, myths, etc...) 

Identify and analyze 
various genre (e.g. 
fairytales, folktales, 
poems, historical 
fiction, narratives, 
biography, 
autobiography, non-
fiction, Psalms, 
Gospels, Biblical 
Stories/Parables, 
expository, reference, 
mystery, journals, 
essays, classical 
literature, content 
area, legend, 
historical fiction, news 
story, myths, etc...) 

Identify and analyze 
various genre (e.g. 
fairytales, folktales, 
poems, historical 
fiction, narratives, 
biography, 
autobiography, non-
fiction, Psalms, 
Gospels, Biblical 
Stories/Parables, 
expository, reference, 
mystery, myth, 
journals, essays, 
science journals, 
history, biography, 
classical literature, 
content area, legend, 

Identify and analyze 
the structure and 
content of various 
genre (e.g. fairytales, 
folktales, poems, 
historical fiction, 
narratives, biography, 
autobiography, non-
fiction, Psalms, 
Gospels, Biblical 
Stories/Parables, 
expository, reference, 
mystery, myth, 
journals, essays, 
science journals, 
history, biography, 
classical literature, 
content area, legend, 

Compare and 
analyze the structure 
and content of 
various genre: (e.g. 
fairytales, folktales, 
poems, historical 
fiction, narratives, 
biography, 
autobiography, non-
fiction, Psalms, 
Gospels, Biblical 
Stories/Parables, 
expository, reference, 
mystery, myth, 
journals, essays, 
science journals, 
history, biography, 
classical literature, 

Compare and 
analyze the structure 
and content of 
various genre: (e.g. 
fairytales, folktales, 
poems, historical 
fiction, narratives, 
biography, 
autobiography, non-
fiction, Psalms, 
Gospels, Biblical 
Stories/Parables, 
expository, reference, 
mystery, myth, 
journals, essays, 
science journals, 
history, biography, 
classical literature, 
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historical fiction, news 
story, myths, etc...) 

historical fiction, news 
story, myths, etc...) 

content area, legend, 
historical fiction, news 
story, myths, etc...) 

content area, legend, 
historical fiction, news 
story, myths, etc...) 

R.4.3 

Identify how spiritual 
knowledge is 
represented and 
communicated 
through fairy tales, 
fables, myths, 
parables and stories 

Identify how spiritual 
knowledge is 
represented and 
communicated 
through fairy tales, 
fables, myths, 
parables and stories 

Use key supporting 
details to articulate 
how spiritual 
knowledge and 
enduring truths are 
represented and 
communicated 
through stories, 
fables, folktales, 
biblical stories or 
myths from diverse 
cultures to determine 
the lessons or morals 

Use key supporting 
details to articulate 
how spiritual 
knowledge and 
enduring truths are 
represented and 
communicated 
through stories, 
fables, folktales, 
biblical stories or 
myths from diverse 
cultures to determine 
the lessons or morals 

Use key supporting 
details to articulate 
how spiritual 
knowledge and 
enduring truths are 
represented and 
communicated 
through stories, 
fables, folktales, 
biblical stories or 
myths from diverse 
cultures to determine 
the lessons or morals 

Evaluate, critique, 
and interpret a variety 
of literature from 
different eras, 
cultures and authors 
and articulate how 
spiritual knowledge 
and enduring truths 
are represented and 
communicated 
through fairy tales, 
fables, myths, 
parables and stories  

Evaluate, critique, 
and interpret a variety 
of literature from 
different eras, 
cultures and authors 
and articulate how 
spiritual knowledge 
and enduring truths 
are represented and 
communicated 
through fairy tales, 
fables, myths, 
parables and stories  

Evaluate, critique, 
and interpret a variety 
of literature from 
different eras, 
cultures and authors 
and articulate how 
spiritual knowledge 
and enduring truths 
are represented and 
communicated 
through fairy tales, 
fables, myths, 
parables and stories  

R.4.4 

Identify heroes and 
villains; quests or 
challenges when 
writing or speaking 
about classic stories 
from around the world  

Identify heroes and 
villains; quests or 
challenges when 
writing or speaking 
about classic stories 
from around the world  

Identify and analyze 
heroes and villains; 
quests or challenges 
when writing or 
speaking about 
classic stories from 
around the world  

Identify and analyze 
heroes and villains; 
quests or challenges 
when writing or 
speaking about 
classic stories from 
around the world  

Identify and analyze 
heroes and villains; 
quests or challenges 
when writing or 
speaking about 
classic stories from 
around the world  

Compare, contrast, 
and defend heroes 
and villains; quests or 
challenges when 
writing or speaking 
about classic stories 
from around the world  

Compare, contrast, 
and defend heroes 
and villains; quests or 
challenges when 
writing or speaking 
about classic stories 
from around the world  

Compare, contrast, 
and defend heroes 
and villains; quests or 
challenges when 
writing or speaking 
about classic stories 
from around the world  

R.4.5 

Recognize Christian 
and Western symbols 
and symbolism as 
good and evil 

Recognize Christian 
and Western symbols 
and symbolism and 
explain how they 
communicate the 
battle between good 
and evil  

Recognize Christian 
and Western symbols 
and symbolism and 
explain how they 
communicate the 
battle between good 
and evil related to 
current events 

Recognize Christian 
and Western symbols 
and symbolism and 
explain how they 
communicate the 
battle between good 
and evil related to 
current events 

Recognize Christian 
and Western symbols 
and symbolism and 
explain how they 
communicate the 
battle between good 
and evil related to 
current events 

Recognize Christian 
and Western symbols 
and symbolism and 
explain how they 
communicate the 
battle between good 
and evil related to 
current events 

Describe the 
importance of 
thinking with images 
informed by classic 
Christian and 
Western symbols and 
archetypes, including 
their important role in 
understanding the 
battle between good 
and evil and their role 
in making visible 
realities that are 
complex, invisible 
and spiritual  

Describe the 
importance of 
thinking with images 
informed by classic 
Christian and 
Western symbols and 
archetypes, including 
their important role in 
understanding the 
battle between good 
and evil and their role 
in making visible 
realities that are 
complex, invisible 
and spiritual  

R.4.6 

Recognize elements 
of poetry (e.g. rhyme 
scheme, imagery, 

Recognize elements 
of poetry (e.g. rhyme 
scheme, imagery, 

Recognize elements 
of poetry (e.g. rhyme 
scheme, imagery, 

Identify elements of 
poetry (e.g. rhyme 
scheme, imagery, 
mood, meter, 

Describe elements of 
poetry (e.g. rhyme 
scheme, imagery, 
mood, meter, 

Analyze elements of 
poetry (e.g. rhyme 
scheme, imagery, 
mood, meter, 

Compare and 
Contrast elements of 
poetry (e.g. rhyme 
scheme, imagery, 

Compare and 
Contrast elements of 
poetry (e.g. rhyme 
scheme, imagery, 
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mood, meter, 
repetition) 

mood, meter, 
repetition) 

mood, meter, 
repetition, stanza) 

repetition, meter, 
repetition, stanza) 

repetition, meter, 
repetition, stanza) 

repetition, meter, 
repetition, stanza, 
humor) 

mood, meter, 
repetition, meter, 
repetition, stanza, 
humor, satire) 

mood, meter, 
repetition, meter, 
repetition, stanza, 
humor, satire) 

R.4.7 

 

Recognize structure 
of poetry within a 
variety of poetic 
forms (e.g. acrostic, 
free verse, concrete, 
Psalms, etc...) 

Recognize structure 
of poetry within a 
variety of poetic 
forms (e.g. acrostic, 
couplets, cinquain, 
free verse, concrete, 
Psalms, etc...) 

Distinguish structure 
of poetry within a 
variety of poetic 
forms (e.g. acrostic, 
couplets, cinquain, 
free verse, concrete, 
Psalms, etc...) 

Distinguish structure 
of poetry within a 
variety of poetic 
forms (e.g. acrostic, 
couplets, cinquain, 
free verse, concrete, 
Psalms, etc...) 

Analyze structure of 
poetry within a variety 
of poetic forms (e.g. 
acrostic, couplets, 
cinquain, free verse, 
concrete, Psalms, 
etc...) 

Analyze structure of 
poetry within a variety 
of poetic forms (e.g. 
acrostic, couplets, 
cinquain, free verse, 
concrete, Psalms, 
etc...) 

Analyze and compare 
structure of poetry 
within a variety of 
poetic forms (e.g. 
acrostic, couplets, 
cinquain, free verse, 
concrete, Psalms, 
etc...) 

R.4.8 

Reference structural 
elements of drama 
(e.g. cast of 
characters, setting 
descriptions, 
dialogue, stage 
directions, acts, 
scenes) 

Reference structural 
elements of drama 
(e.g. cast of 
characters, setting 
descriptions, 
dialogue, stage 
directions, acts, 
scenes) 

Reference structural 
elements of drama 
(e.g. cast of 
characters, setting 
descriptions, 
dialogue, stage 
directions, acts, 
scenes) 

Identify structural 
elements of drama 
(e.g. cast of 
characters, setting 
descriptions, 
dialogue, stage 
directions, acts, 
scenes) 

Identify structural 
elements of drama 
(e.g. cast of 
characters, setting 
descriptions, 
dialogue, stage 
directions, acts, 
scenes) 

Identify structural 
elements of drama 
(e.g. cast of 
characters, setting 
descriptions, 
dialogue, stage 
directions, acts, 
scenes) 

Analyze structural 
elements of drama 
(e.g. cast of 
characters, setting 
descriptions, 
dialogue, stage 
directions, acts, 
scenes) 

Analyze structural 
elements of drama 
(e.g. cast of 
characters, setting 
descriptions, 
dialogue, stage 
directions, acts, 
scenes) 
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V. VOCABULARY AND WORD ANALYSIS – EARLY CHILDHOOD 
The catechesis that takes place within the religion curriculum of the school and throughout the entire academic curriculum needs to: Promote knowledge of the faith; Promote 

knowledge of the meaning of the Liturgy and the sacraments; Promote moral formation in Jesus Christ; Teach the Christian how to pray with Christ; Prepare the Christian to live in 
community and to participate actively in the life and mission of the Church; and Promote a missionary spirit that prepares the faithful to be present as Christians in society. 

 

Students will… 
 3-Year-Old Kindergarten 4-Year-Old-Kindergarten 5-Year-Old-Kindergarten 

 

V.1 Know and apply grade-level phonics and word analysis skills in decoding words. 

 

V.1.1 
Initiate letter recognition Recognize all upper and lowercase letters in the alphabet Recognize in sequence and name all upper and lowercase 

letter of the alphabet in familiar and unfamiliar words [EC 
D.3.2(5g)] 

V.1.2 
 Recognize vowel and consonant letters and sounds [EC 

D.3.1(4a), D.3.2(4d)] 
Recall vowel and consonant letters and sounds [EC 
D.3.2(5e)] 

V.1.3  Recognize initial consonants [EC D.3.1(4b), D.3.2(4d)] Recall initial consonants [EC D.3.2(5c)] 

V.1.4   Recognize medial consonants 

V.1.5  Recognize final consonants Recall final consonants 

V.1.6 
  Recognize initial blends: bl, br, cl, cr, dr, dw, fl, fr, gl, gr, pl, 

pr, sc, sl, sm, sn, sp, st, sr, tr, tw [EC D.3.2(5c)] 

V.1.8 
  Recognize final consonant blends: ck, ld, lk, mp, nd, nk, nt, 

pt, rd, sk, st, lp lt, ft 

V.1.12  Identify long vowels Recognize long vowels 

V.1.13  Identify short vowels Recognize short vowels 

V.1.14 
Match sounds and rhymes in familiar words [EC D.3.1(3b)] Recognize sounds and endings that rhyme [EC D.3.1(4c)] Recognize as word families: ack, ake, all, am, at, ay, ell, et, 

eck, ight, ike, ill, in, ing, it, ish, ind, ook, ock 

V.1.19   Label r-controlled vowels  

V.1.20  Identify y as a consonant Recognize y as a consonant 

V.1.22   Recognize syllable as a word part [EC D.3.1(5c)] 

V.1.26   Recall final e makes the preceding vowel long 

V.1.27   Recall final y sounds like long i or e 

V.1.28   Recall that y can be a vowel 

V.1.34 
 Recognize segmentation of spoken single-syllable words in 

their complete sequence of individual phonemes (e.g. lap: 
/l/-/a/-/p/. /f/-/l/-/a/-/p/) [EC D.3.1(4d)] 

Identify segmentation of spoken single-syllable words in 
their complete sequence of individual phonemes (e.g. lap: 
/l/-/a/-/p/. /f/-/l/-/a/-/p/) [EC D.3.1(5c)] 

V.1.37 
  Demonstrate understanding of phonemes and syllables of 

spoken words [EC D.3.1(5c)] 

V.1.38 
  Build real-life and religious connections between words and 

their use (e.g. note places in school that are colorful) 

V.1.39 
  Distinguish variances of meaning among verbs describing 

the same general action (e.g. walk, march, strut, prance) by 
acting out the meanings 
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 3-Year-Old Kindergarten 4-Year-Old-Kindergarten 5-Year-Old-Kindergarten 
 

V.1.41   Recall common antonyms and synonyms  

V.1.42 
 Use common adjectives to distinguish objects (e.g. the 

small square; the white rabbit) 
Use common adjectives to distinguish objects (e.g. the 
small square; the white rabbit) 

V.1.43 
  Infer the general meaning of a word based on the real life / 

familiar context given in a grade level sentence 

V.1.44   Recognize age-appropriate sight words [EC D.3.2(5j)] 

V.1.45 
  Recognize, use, and spell age-appropriate sight words and 

vocabulary 

V.1.46   Recognize age-appropriate quantitative words 

V.1.47   Identify age-appropriate familiar words in other contexts 

V.1.48   Recognize that a single word may have multiple meanings  

V.1.49 
  Recognize word meaning to comprehend story [EC 

D.3.2(5k)] 

V.1.50 
  Recognize variation of vocabulary choice creates mental 

images 

V.1.51  Recognize words fit into categories (e.g. colors, clothing)  Recognize words fit into categories (e.g. colors, clothing)  

V.1.54   Recognize compound words 

V.1.55   Recognize common abbreviations 

V.1.56 
  Choose a word in a passage that best fits a given definition 

[EC D.3.4(5k)] 

 

V.2 Use newly learned words acquired through conversations, reading and responding to texts. 
 

V.2.1 
  Recognize both new sacred and secular age-appropriate 

vocabulary in discussion and daily application  

V.2.2 
  Recognize grade appropriate general academic vocabulary 

and domain specific words and phrases taught directly and 
acquired through reading and responding to text 
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V. VOCABULARY AND WORD ANALYSIS – ELEMENTARY AND MIDDLE SCHOOL 
The catechesis that takes place within the religion curriculum of the school and throughout the entire academic curriculum needs to: Promote knowledge of the faith; Promote 

knowledge of the meaning of the Liturgy and the sacraments; Promote moral formation in Jesus Christ; Teach the Christian how to pray with Christ; Prepare the Christian to live in 
community and to participate actively in the life and mission of the Church; and Promote a missionary spirit that prepares the faithful to be present as Christians in society. 

 

Students will… 
 Grade 1 Grade 2 Grade 3 Grade 4 Grade 5 Grade 6 Grade 7 Grade 8 
 

V.1 Know and apply grade-level phonics and word analysis skills in decoding words. 

 

V.1.1* 

Recall in sequence 
and name all upper 
and lowercase letter 
of the alphabet in 
familiar and 
unfamiliar words 

       

V.1.2* 
Identify vowel and 
consonant letters and 
sounds  

       

V.1.3* 
Identify initial 
consonants 

       

V.1.4* 
Recall medial 
consonants 

Identify medial 
consonants 

      

V.1.5* 
Identify final 
consonants 

       

V.1.6* 

Identify initial blends: 
bl, br, cl, cr, dr, dw, fl, 
fr, gl, gr, pl, pr, sc, sl, 
sm, sn, sp, st, sr, tr, 
tw 

Apply initial blends: 
bl, br, cl, cr, dr, dw, fl, 
fr, gl, gr, pl, pr, sc, sl, 
sm, sn, sp, st, sr, tr, 
tw 

      

V.1.7* 

Recognize double 
medial consonants: 
dd, ff, gg, mm, nn, ss, 
tt, zz 

Identify double medial 
consonants: dd, ff, 
gg, mm, nn, ss, tt, zz 

Apply double medial 
consonants: dd, ff, 
gg, mm, nn, ss, tt, zz 

     

V.1.8* 

Identify final 
consonant blends: ck, 
ld, lk, mp, nd, nk, nt, 
pt, rd, sk, st, lp lt, ft 

Apply final consonant 
blends: ck, ld, lk, mp, 
nd, nk, nt, pt, rd, sk, 
st, lp lt, ft 

      

V.1.9* 

Label three letter 
blends: chr, sch, scr, 
spl, spr, squ, str, shr, 
thr, nch 

Recognize three 
letter blends: chr, 
sch, scr, spl, spr, squ, 
str, shr, thr, nch 

Identify three letter 
blends: chr, sch, scr, 
spl, spr, squ, str, shr, 
thr, nch 

Apply three letter 
blends: chr, sch, scr, 
spl, spr, squ, str, shr, 
thr, nch 
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 Grade 1 Grade 2 Grade 3 Grade 4 Grade 5 Grade 6 Grade 7 Grade 8 
 

V.1.10* 
Recognize consonant 
digraphs: ch, ng, ph, 
sh, th, wh, tch 

Identify consonant 
digraphs: ch, ng, ph, 
sh, th, wh, tch 

Apply consonant 
digraphs: ch, ng, ph, 
sh, th, wh, tch 

     

V.1.11* 
 Recognize silent 

consonants: l, b, w, t, 
k, g 

Identify silent 
consonants: l, b, w, t, 
k, g 

Apply silent 
consonants: l, b, w, t, 
k, g 

    

V.1.12* 
Identify and apply 
long vowels 

Apply long vowels       

V.1.13* 
Identify and apply 
short vowels 

Apply short vowels       

V.1.14* 

Identify and apply as 
word families: ack, 
ake, all, am, at, ay, 
ell, et, eck, ight, ike, 
ill, in, ing, it, ish, ind, 
ook, ock 

Apply as word 
families: ack, ake, all, 
am, at, ay, ell, et, eck, 
ight, ike, ill, in, ing, it, 
ish, ind, ook, ock 

      

V.1.15 
Label variant 
consonants: gh, gn, 
kn, qu, wr 

Recognize variant 
consonants: gh, gn, 
kn, qu, wr, c/g, s/x 

Identify variant 
consonants: gh, gn, 
kn, qu, wr, c/g, s/x 

Apply variant 
consonants: gh, gn, 
kn, qu, wr, c/g, s/x 

    

V.1.16 

Label vowel digraphs: 
ai, ay, aw, ey, ie, oa, 
oe, ow, ea, ei, ou, ue, 
ui, oo, ee 

Recognize vowel 
digraphs: ai, ay, aw, 
ey, ie, oa, oe, ow, ea, 
ei, ou, ue, ui, oo, ee 

Identify vowel 
digraphs: ai, ay, aw, 
ey, ie, oa, oe, ow, ea, 
ei, ou, ue, ui, oo, ee 

Apply vowel digraphs: 
ai, ay, aw, ey, ie, oa, 
oe, ow, ea, ei, ou, ue, 
ui, oo, ee 

    

V.1.17 
Label vowel 
diphthongs: au, aw, 
we, wy, oi, oo, ou, ow 

Recognize vowel 
diphthongs: au, aw, 
we, wy, oi, oo, ou, ow 

Identify vowel 
diphthongs: au, aw, 
we, wy, oi, oo, ou, ow 

Apply vowel 
diphthongs: au, aw, 
we, wy, oi, oo, ou, ow 

    

V.1.18 
Label variant vowels: 
al, au, aw, ar, er, ir, 
or, ur 

Recognize variant 
vowels: al, au, aw, ar, 
er, ir, or, ur 

Identify variant 
vowels: al, au, aw, ar, 
er, ir, or, ur 

Apply variant vowels: 
al, au, aw, ar, er, ir, 
or, ur 

    

V.1.19 
Recognize r-
controlled, w, and e 
vowels 

Identify r-controlled, 
w, and e vowels 

Apply r-controlled, w, 
and e vowels 

     

V.1.20 
Identify and apply y 
as a consonant  

      

V.1.21  Recognize schwa Identify schwa Apply schwa     

V.1.22* 
Recognize syllable as 
a word part 

Recognize and count 
syllables in a word 

Recognize and count 
multiple syllables in a 
word 

Identify multiple 
syllables in a word 

    

V.1.23 
 Recognize that a 

syllable has a vowel 
sound  

Identify and apply 
that a syllable has a 
vowel sound  
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 Grade 1 Grade 2 Grade 3 Grade 4 Grade 5 Grade 6 Grade 7 Grade 8 
 

V.1.24 
 Recognize 

syllabication rules 
Identify syllabication 
rules 

Apply syllabication 
rules 

    

V.1.25 
 Recall the accent rule Recognize the accent 

rule 
Identify the accent 
rule 

Apply the accent rule    

V.1.26 
Recognize final e 
makes the preceding 
vowel long 

Identify and explain 
final e makes the 
preceding vowel long 

Apply final e makes 
the preceding vowel 
long 

     

V.1.27 
Recognize final y 
sounds like long i or e 

Identify final y sounds 
like long i or e 

Apply final y sounds 
like long i or e 

     

V.1.28* 
Recognize that y can 
be a vowel 

Identify that y can be 
a vowel 

Apply that y can be a 
vowel 

     

V.1.29 
Recognize c followed 
by i, e, y makes s 
sound 

Identify c followed by 
i, e, y makes s sound 

Apply c followed by i, 
e, y makes s sound 

     

V.1.30 
Recognize c followed 
by a, o, u makes k 
sound 

Identify c followed by 
a, o, u makes k 
sound 

Apply c followed by a, 
o, u makes k sound 

     

V.1.31 
Recognize g followed 
by i, e, y makes j 
sound 

Identify g followed by 
i, e, y makes j sound 

Apply g followed by i, 
e, y makes j sound 

     

V.1.32 
Recognize g followed 
by a, o, u makes g 
sound 

Identify g followed by 
a, o, u makes g 
sound 

Apply g followed by a, 
o, u makes g sound 

     

V.1.33 

Recognize words with 
inflectional endings, 
(e.g. -s, -es, -ing, -er, 
-est)  

Identify words with 
inflectional endings, 
(e.g. -s, -es, -ing, -er, 
-est)  

Apply words with 
inflectional endings, 
(e.g. -s, -es, -ing, -er, 
-est)  

     

V.1.34 

Apply segmentation 
of spoken single-
syllable words (e.g. 
lock, much, see, rain, 
slide, brake) 

Apply segmentation 
of spoken two-
syllable words (e.g. 
surprise, remain, 
needle, baby) 

Apply segmentation 
of spoken three or 
more syllable words 
(e.g. surprise, remain, 
needle, baby) 

Differentiate multi-
syllabic words with 
common roots (e.g. 
object/subject, 
propel/repel) 

Differentiate multi-
syllabic words with 
common roots  

Differentiate multi-
syllabic words with 
common roots  

Differentiate multi-
syllabic words with 
common roots  

Differentiate multi-
syllabic words with 
common roots  

V.1.35 

Recognize grade-
appropriate irregularly 
spelled words (e.g. 
said, were, could, 
would, their, there, 
through, none, both) 

Recognize grade-
appropriate irregularly 
spelled words (e.g. 
thought, eyes, busy, 
ocean, island, 
people) 

Recognize grade-
appropriate irregularly 
spelled words (e.g. 
although, science, 
stomach, machine) 

Recognize grade-
appropriate irregularly 
spelled words  

Recognize grade-
appropriate irregularly 
spelled words  

Recognize grade-
appropriate irregularly 
spelled words  

Recognize grade-
appropriate irregularly 
spelled words  

Recognize grade-
appropriate irregularly 
spelled words  

V.1.36* 
Alphabetize through 
the first letter 

Alphabetize through 
the second letter 

Alphabetize through 
the third letter 

Alphabetize through 
the fourth letter 

    

V.1.37 
Demonstrate 
understanding of 

Demonstrate 
understanding of 

Demonstrate 
understanding of 

Identify and know the 
meaning of the most 

Identify and know the 
meaning of the most 

Identify the meaning 
of complex words by 

Apply the meaning of 
complex words by 

Analyze the influence 
the etymology of 
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 Grade 1 Grade 2 Grade 3 Grade 4 Grade 5 Grade 6 Grade 7 Grade 8 
 

phonemes and 
syllables of spoken 
words 

phonemes and 
syllables of spoken 
words 

phonemes and 
syllables of spoken 
words 

common prefixes and 
derivational suffixes 
(un-, re-, mis-, -ful, -
less, -able) 

common prefixes and 
derivational suffixes 
(un-, re-, mis-, -ful, -
less, -able) 

decomposing the 
word into 
understandable parts 
using the etymology 
of words (Latin and 
Greek) 
(prefix/root/suffix) 
(e.g. 
transubstantiation - 
Latin [trans] across or 
through [substantia] 
substance) 

decomposing the 
word into 
understandable parts 
using the etymology 
of words (Latin and 
Greek) 
(prefix/root/suffix) 
(e.g. 
transubstantiation - 
Latin [trans] across or 
through [substantia] 
substance) 

words has on 
meaning and 
vocabulary expansion 

V.1.38 

Build real-life and 
religious connections 
between words and 
their use (e.g. note 
places in school that 
are colorful) 

Build real-life and 
religious connections 
between words and 
their use(e.g. note a 
place at home that is 
cozy) 

Build real-life and 
religious connections 
between words and 
their use (e.g. 
describe foods that 
are spicy or juicy) 

Build real-life and 
religious connections 
between words and 
their use (e.g. 
describe people that 
are helpful or friendly) 

Build real-life and 
religious connections 
between words and 
their various uses 
and meanings 

Build real-life and 
religious connections 
between words and 
their various uses 
and meanings 

Distinguish real-life 
and religious 
meaning of some 
words and their 
various uses and 
meanings 

Distinguish real-life 
and religious 
meaning of some 
words and their 
various uses and 
meanings 

V.1.39 

Distinguish variances 
of meaning among 
verbs describing the 
same general action 
(e.g. walk, march, 
strut, prance) by 
acting out the 
meanings 

Distinguish variances 
of meaning among 
verbs differing in 
manner (e.g. look, 
glance, stare, glare, 
scowl) and adjectives 
differ in intensity (e.g. 
large, gigantic) by 
defining, choosing, or 
acting out the 
meanings 

Distinguish variances 
of meaning among 
related verbs (e.g. 
toss, throw, hurl) and 
related adjectives 
(e.g. thin, slender, 
skinny, scrawny) 

Distinguish among 
related words that 
describe state of 
mind or degrees of 
certainty (e.g. knew, 
believed, suspect, 
heard, wondered) 

Define relationships 
between words (e.g. 
how ask is like and 
unlike demand) 

Define relationships 
between words (e.g. 
how smirk is like and 
unlike smile) 

Trace the network of 
uses and meaning 
that different words 
have and the 
interrelationships 
among the meanings 
and uses 

Trace the network of 
uses and meaning 
that different words 
have and the 
interrelationships 
among the meanings 
and uses 

V.1.40 

  Identify and explain 
analogies (like and 
as) 

Explain and create 
analogies 

Create and use 
analogies to 
understand the 
meaning of words 

Identify analogies: 
word and synonym, 
word and antonym, 
part and whole 

Identify analogies: 
word and synonym, 
word and antonym, 
part and whole 

Identify analogies: 
word and synonym, 
word and antonym, 
part and whole 

V.1.41* 

Identify and use 
common antonyms, 
synonyms, 
homophones, 
homonyms, and 
heteronyms 

Identify and use 
common antonyms, 
synonyms, 
homophones, 
homonyms, and 
heteronyms 

Compare and 
Contrast the use of 
common antonyms, 
synonyms, 
homophones, 
homonyms, and 
heteronyms 

Compare and 
Contrast the use of 
common antonyms, 
synonyms, 
homophones, 
homonyms, and 
heteronyms 

Compare and 
Contrast the use of 
common antonyms, 
synonyms, 
homophones, 
homonyms, and 
heteronyms 

Determine the use of 
common antonyms, 
synonyms, 
homophones, 
homonyms, and 
heteronyms 

Evaluate the use of 
common antonyms, 
synonyms, 
homophones, 
homonyms, and 
heteronyms 

Adapt the use of 
common antonyms, 
synonyms, 
homophones, 
homonyms, and 
heteronyms 

V.1.42 
Use common 
adjectives to 

Use multiple 
adjectives to 

Use multiple 
adjectives to 

Use multiple 
adjectives to 

Extend the use of 
multiple complex 

Extend complex 
adjectives using 

Extend complex 
adjectives using 

Extend complex 
adjectives using 
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 Grade 1 Grade 2 Grade 3 Grade 4 Grade 5 Grade 6 Grade 7 Grade 8 
 

distinguish objects 
(e.g. the small 
square; the white 
rabbit) 

distinguish objects 
(e.g. the small, blue 
square; the shy, white 
rabbit) 

distinguish objects 
(e.g. the small, blue 
square; the shy, white 
rabbit) 

distinguish objects 
(e.g. the small, blue 
square; the shy, white 
rabbit) 

adjectives to 
distinguish objects 

synonyms to 
distinguish objects 

synonyms to 
distinguish objects 

synonyms to 
distinguish objects 

V.1.43* 

Infer the general 
meaning of a word 
based on the real life 
/ familiar context 
given in a grade level 
sentence 

Infer the general 
meaning of a word 
based on the real life 
/ familiar context 
given in a grade level 
sentence 

Infer the general 
meaning of a word 
based on the real life 
/ familiar context 
given in a grade level 
sentence 

Infer the general 
meaning of a word 
based on the real life 
/ familiar context 
given in a grade level 
sentence 

Infer the general 
meaning of a word 
based on the real life 
/ familiar context 
given in a grade level 
sentence 

Infer the general 
meaning of a word 
based on the real life 
/ familiar context 
given in a grade level 
sentence 

Infer the general 
meaning of a word 
based on the real life 
/ familiar context 
given in a grade level 
sentence 

Infer the general 
meaning of a word 
based on the real life 
/ familiar context 
given in a grade level 
sentence 

V.1.44* 
Recognize and recall 
age-appropriate sight 
words 

Recognize and recall 
age-appropriate sight 
words 

Recognize and recall 
age-appropriate 
vocabulary 

Apply age-
appropriate 
vocabulary 

Apply age-
appropriate 
vocabulary 

Apply age-
appropriate 
vocabulary 

Apply age-
appropriate 
vocabulary 

Apply age-
appropriate 
vocabulary 

V.1.45 

Recognize, use, and 
spell age-appropriate 
sight words and 
vocabulary 

Recognize, use, and 
spell age-appropriate 
sight words and 
vocabulary 

Recognize, use, and 
spell age-appropriate 
vocabulary 

Recognize, use, and 
spell age-appropriate 
vocabulary 

Recognize, use, and 
spell age-appropriate 
vocabulary 

Recognize, use, and 
spell age-appropriate 
vocabulary 

Recognize, use, and 
spell age-appropriate 
vocabulary 

Recognize, use, and 
spell age-appropriate 
vocabulary 

V.1.46 
Recognize age-
appropriate 
quantitative words 

Recognize age-
appropriate 
quantitative words 

Recognize age-
appropriate 
quantitative words 

Recognize age-
appropriate 
quantitative words 

Recognize age-
appropriate 
quantitative words 

Recognize age-
appropriate 
quantitative words 

Recognize age-
appropriate 
quantitative words 

Recognize age-
appropriate 
quantitative words 

V.1.47 

Identify age-
appropriate familiar 
words in other 
contexts 

Identify age-
appropriate familiar 
words in other 
contexts 

Apply age-
appropriate familiar 
words in other 
contexts 

Apply age-
appropriate familiar 
words in other 
contexts 

Apply age-
appropriate familiar 
words in other 
contexts 

Analyze age-
appropriate familiar 
words in other 
contexts 

Analyze age-
appropriate familiar 
words in other 
contexts 

Analyze age-
appropriate familiar 
words in other 
contexts 

V.1.48* 
Recognize that a 
single word may have 
multiple meanings  

Recognize that a 
single word may have 
multiple meanings  

Recognize that a 
single word may have 
multiple meanings  

Explain that a single 
word may have 
multiple meanings 

Explain that a single 
word may have 
multiple meanings 

Distinguish that a 
single word may have 
multiple meanings  

Distinguish that a 
single word may have 
multiple meanings  

Distinguish that a 
single word may have 
multiple meanings  

V.1.49 
Recognize word 
meaning to 
comprehend story 

Identify word 
meaning to 
comprehend story 

Identify word 
meaning to 
comprehend story 

Identify word 
meaning to 
comprehend story 

Analyze word 
meaning to 
comprehend story 

Analyze word 
meaning to 
comprehend story 

Interpret word 
meaning to 
comprehend story 

Interpret word 
meaning to 
comprehend story 

V.1.50* 

Recognize variation 
of vocabulary choice 
creates mental 
images 

Recognize variation 
of vocabulary choice 
creates mental 
images 

Describe variation of 
vocabulary choice 
creates mental 
images 

Describe variation of 
vocabulary choice 
creates mental 
images 

Describe variation of 
vocabulary choice 
creates mental 
images 

Perceive variations of 
vocabulary choice 
may create multiple 
or varying mental 
images 

Perceive variations of 
vocabulary choice 
may create multiple 
or varying mental 
images 

Perceive variations of 
vocabulary choice 
may create multiple 
or varying mental 
images 

V.1.51 

Sort words into 
categories (e.g. 
colors, clothing) to 
gain a sense of the 
concepts the 
categories represent 
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 Grade 1 Grade 2 Grade 3 Grade 4 Grade 5 Grade 6 Grade 7 Grade 8 
 

V.1.52 

Determine or clarify 
the meaning of 
unknown or multi-
meaning words 
through the use of 
consulting glossaries 
or beginning 
dictionaries, both 
print and digital 

Determine or clarify 
the meaning of 
unknown or multi-
meaning words 
through the use of 
consulting glossaries 
or beginning 
dictionaries, both 
print and digital 

Determine or clarify 
the meaning of 
unknown or multi-
meaning words 
through the use of 
consulting glossaries 
or beginning 
dictionaries, both 
print and digital 

Determine or clarify 
the meaning of 
unknown or multi-
meaning words 
through the use of 
consulting glossaries 
or beginning 
dictionaries, both 
print and digital 

Determine or clarify 
the meaning of 
unknown or multi-
meaning words 
through the use of 
consulting glossaries 
or beginning 
dictionaries, both 
print and digital 

Determine or clarify 
the meaning of 
unknown or multi-
meaning words 
through the use of 
consulting glossaries 
or beginning 
dictionaries, both 
print and digital 

Determine or clarify 
the meaning of 
unknown or multi-
meaning words 
through the use of 
consulting glossaries 
or beginning 
dictionaries, both 
print and digital 

Determine or clarify 
the meaning of 
unknown or multi-
meaning words 
through the use of 
consulting glossaries 
or beginning 
dictionaries, both 
print and digital 

V.1.53 

Recognize dictionary 
skills - using guide 
words, finding correct 
spelling and finding 
word meaning - both 
print and digital 

Recognize dictionary 
skills - using guide 
words, finding correct 
spelling and finding 
word meaning - both 
print and digital 

Apply dictionary and 
thesaurus skills using 
guide words, finding 
correct spelling and 
finding word meaning 
- both print and digital 

Apply dictionary and 
thesaurus skills using 
guide words, finding 
correct spelling and 
finding word meaning 
- both print and digital 

Apply dictionary and 
thesaurus skills using 
guide words, finding 
correct spelling and 
finding word meaning 
- both print and digital 

Verify the preliminary 
determination of a 
word's meaning (e.g. 
by checking the 
inferred meaning in 
context or looking up 
a word in the 
dictionary) 

Verify the preliminary 
determination of a 
word's meaning (e.g. 
by checking the 
inferred meaning in 
context or looking up 
a word in the 
dictionary) 

Verify the preliminary 
determination of a 
word's meaning (e.g. 
by checking the 
inferred meaning in 
context or looking up 
a word in the 
dictionary) 

V.1.54 

Recognize compound 
words 

Apply the meaning of 
grade-appropriate 
compound words 
(e.g. birdhouse, 
lighthouse, bookshelf) 

Analyze the meaning 
of grade-appropriate 
compound words 
(e.g. birdhouse, 
lighthouse, bookshelf) 

 

 

   

V.1.55 
Recognize common 
abbreviations 

Apply common 
abbreviations 

Apply common 
abbreviations 

Apply common 
abbreviations  

   

V.1.56 
Choose a word in a 
passage that best fits 
a given definition 

Locate a word in a 
passage that best fits 
a given definition 

Locate a word in a 
passage that best fits 
a given definition 

Determine a word in 
a passage that best 
fits a given definition 

Determine a word in 
a passage that best 
fits a given definition 

Apply a word in a 
passage that best fits 
a given definition 

Apply a word in a 
passage that best fits 
a given definition 

Apply a word in a 
passage that best fits 
a given definition 

 

V.2 Use newly learned words acquired through conversations, reading and responding to texts. 

 

V.2.1 

Recognize both new 
sacred and secular 
age-appropriate 
vocabulary in 
discussion and daily 
application  

Recognize both new 
sacred and secular 
age-appropriate 
vocabulary in 
discussion and daily 
application  

Recognize both new 
sacred and secular 
age-appropriate 
vocabulary in 
discussion and daily 
application  

Apply both new 
sacred and secular 
age-appropriate 
vocabulary in 
discussion and daily 
application  

Apply both new 
sacred and secular 
age-appropriate 
vocabulary in 
discussion and daily 
application  

Analyze both new 
sacred and secular 
age-appropriate 
vocabulary in 
discussion and daily 
application  

Analyze both new 
sacred and secular 
age-appropriate 
vocabulary in 
discussion and daily 
application  

Analyze both new 
sacred and secular 
age-appropriate 
vocabulary in 
discussion and daily 
application  

V.2.2* 

Recognize grade 
appropriate general 
academic vocabulary 
and domain specific 
words and phrases 
taught directly and 

Recognize grade 
appropriate general 
academic vocabulary 
and domain specific 
words and phrases 
taught directly and 

Recognize grade 
appropriate general 
academic vocabulary 
and domain specific 
words and phrases 
taught directly and 

Recognize grade 
appropriate general 
academic vocabulary 
and domain specific 
words and phrases 
taught directly and 

Recognize grade 
appropriate general 
academic vocabulary 
and domain specific 
words and phrases 
taught directly and 

Apply grade 
appropriate general 
academic vocabulary 
and domain specific 
words and phrases 
taught directly and 

Apply grade 
appropriate general 
academic vocabulary 
and domain specific 
words and phrases 
taught directly and 

Apply grade 
appropriate general 
academic vocabulary 
and domain specific 
words and phrases 
taught directly and 
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acquired through 
reading and 
responding to text 

acquired through 
reading and 
responding to text 

acquired through 
reading and 
responding to text 

acquired through 
reading and 
responding to text 

acquired through 
reading and 
responding to text 

acquired through 
reading and 
responding to text 

acquired through 
reading and 
responding to text 

acquired through 
reading and 
responding to text 
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C. COMPOSITION – EARLY CHILDHOOD 
The catechesis that takes place within the religion curriculum of the school and throughout the entire academic curriculum needs to: Promote knowledge of the faith; Promote 

knowledge of the meaning of the Liturgy and the sacraments; Promote moral formation in Jesus Christ; Teach the Christian how to pray with Christ; Prepare the Christian to live in 
community and to participate actively in the life and mission of the Church; and Promote a missionary spirit that prepares the faithful to be present as Christians in society. 

 

Students will… 
 3-Year-Old Kindergarten 4-Year-Old-Kindergarten 5-Year-Old-Kindergarten 

 

C.1 Use, demonstrate and apply the conventions of print in purposeful and meaningful writing activities 

 

C.1.1 
Understand the difference between scribbles and letters 
[EC D.3.4(3a-b)] 

Understand the difference between letters and words [EC 
D.3.2(4b)] 

Understand the difference between letters, words and 
sentences [EC D.3.3(5g)] 

 

C.2 Use prewriting strategies 
 
C.2.1   Use graphic organizers to plan writing 

C.2.3   Brainstorm, survey, list, cluster ideas, free write 

 

C.3 Write paragraphs 

 

C.3.1 
  Write sentences using complete thoughts and correct word 

order [EC D.3.3(5g)] 

C.3.8   Group 1 to 2 sentences 

 

C.4 Write a variety of genre and style appropriate to task, purpose and audience 

 
C.4.2   Write a friendly letter 

C.4.3   Write a formal letter  

C.4.6   Write a to-do list [EC D.3.4(5a)] 

C.4.9  Write words as labels or lists [EC D.3.4(4a)] Write words as labels or lists [EC D.3.4(5a)] 

C.4.10   Write phrases as captions for pictures [EC D.3.4(5a)] 

C.4.11  Copy from board Copy from board 

C.4.13   Use descriptive language in writing 

C.4.15 
  Use symbols, pictures and charts to convey thoughts and 

meaning in a written document 

C.4.16   Write in response to literary or informational sources 

C.4.17 
  Draw from text to support analysis and reflection describing 

what has been learned 

C.4.19   Write journals, prayer journals 
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 3-Year-Old Kindergarten 4-Year-Old-Kindergarten 5-Year-Old-Kindergarten 
 

C.4.27 

  Write with references to religious writings (i.e. reports, 
research, and investigation of saints, sacramental 
information, cards, poetry, summarizing reflection, journal 
entries, articles for school newsletter, parish bulletins) 

C.4.28   Write stories from Bible in own words 

C.4.29   Write own prayers of the faithful or own prayers 

C.4.32   Write an autobiography 

C.4.33   Participate in brief daily writing  

 

C.5 Write opinions and persuasive compositions 

 
C.5.1   Write an opinion relative to a topic 

C.5.3   Provide a reason for the opinion 

 

C.6 Write informative/explanatory, descriptive and technical texts 

 
C.6.1   Name the topic 

C.6.3   Supply some facts relevant to the topic 

C.6.9 
  Write or draw information about the topic (e.g. my favorite 

animal is… I like this animal because it…) 

 

C.7 Perform focused research tasks that build knowledge about a topic 

 

C.7.1 
  Gather information from experience or provided text 

sources to answer specific questions 

 

C.8 Write narratives 

 

C.8.1 
 Write a group story [EC D.3.4(4d)] Write a group story including story elements and using the 

writing process [EC D.3.4(5g)] 

 

C.9 Make effective language choices 

 

C.9.1 
Use the visual arts to express ideas that cannot be 
expressed by words alone [EC D.3.2(3b)] 

Use the visual arts to express ideas that cannot be 
expressed by words alone [EC D.3.2(4f)] 

Use the visual arts to express ideas that cannot be 
expressed by words alone [EC D.3.2(5i)] 
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 3-Year-Old Kindergarten 4-Year-Old-Kindergarten 5-Year-Old-Kindergarten 
 

C.10 Revise and edit 

 
C.10.1   Write with multiple drafts through the writing process 

 

C.11 Produce legible written work (in print and digital work) 

 
C.11.1 Work from left to right, top to bottom Work from left to right, top to bottom [EC D.3.4(4e)] Work from left to right, top to bottom 

C.11.2 Scribble and create conventional shapes Write recognizable letters and numbers and begin to write 
name and a few words [EC D.3.4(4c)] 

Write recognizable letters and numbers and begin to write 
name and a few words [EC D.3.4(5c)] 

C.11.3   Use Bible verses and prayers to practice handwriting 

C.11.4  Demonstrate proper spacing between letters and words Demonstrate proper spacing between letters and words 

C.11.5 
Begins to recognize most capital and lower-case letters in 
name 

Recognize capital and lower-case letters in name [EC 
D.3.2(4h)] 

Print all capital letters and lower-case letters of the alphabet 

C.11.6 Begin to write first name [EC D.3.2(3d)] Write first and last name [EC D.3.2(4i)] Write first and last name from memory [EC D.3.4(5c)] 

C.11.7 
 Recognize the difference between letters and other 

symbols [EC D.3.2(4b)] 
Recognize the difference between letters and other 
symbols [EC D.3.2(5a)] 

C.11.8 
 Begin strategies for completing worksheets, forms, tests, 

etc. 
Begin strategies for completing worksheets, forms, tests, 
etc... 

C.11.10 
 Begin strategies of neatness in written work (torn papers, 

excessive eraser / whiteout, etc.) 
Begin strategies of neatness in written work (torn papers, 
excessive eraser / whiteout, etc...) [EC D.3.4(5h)] 

 

C.12 Publish 

 

C.12.1 
  Use formatting techniques (headings, fonts, font sizes, etc.) 

to aide in style, comprehension, and legibility 

C.12.2   Assign a title  

C.12.4   Compile the writing process into a published work 
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C. COMPOSITION – ELEMENTARY AND MIDDLE SCHOOL 
The catechesis that takes place within the religion curriculum of the school and throughout the entire academic curriculum needs to: Promote knowledge of the faith; Promote 

knowledge of the meaning of the Liturgy and the sacraments; Promote moral formation in Jesus Christ; Teach the Christian how to pray with Christ; Prepare the Christian to live in 
community and to participate actively in the life and mission of the Church; and Promote a missionary spirit that prepares the faithful to be present as Christians in society. 

 

Students will… 
 Grade 1 Grade 2 Grade 3 Grade 4 Grade 5 Grade 6 Grade 7 Grade 8 
 

C.1 Use, demonstrate and apply the conventions of print in purposeful and meaningful writing activities 

 

C.1.1* 

Understand the 
difference between 
words and sentences 

Understand the 
difference between 
sentences and 
paragraphs 

Demonstrate the 
difference between 
sentences and 
paragraphs 

Demonstrate the 
difference between 
sentences and 
paragraphs 

Produce multi-
paragraph writing  

Compose essays Compose essays Compose essays 

 

C.2 Use prewriting strategies 

 

C.2.1* 
Use graphic 
organizers to plan 
writing 

Use graphic 
organizers to plan 
writing 

Use graphic 
organizers to plan 
writing 

Use graphic 
organizers to plan 
writing 

Use graphic 
organizers to plan 
writing 

Use graphic 
organizers to plan 
writing 

Use graphic 
organizers to plan 
writing 

Use graphic 
organizers to plan 
writing 

C.2.2 

  Use outline, 
question/answer 
method, and/or lists 

Use outline, 
question/answer 
method, and/or lists 

Use outline, 
question/answer 
method, and/or lists 

Use strategies of 
note-taking, outline 
and summarizing to 
impose structure on 
composition text 

Use strategies of 
note-taking, outline 
and summarizing to 
impose structure on 
composition text 

Use strategies of 
note-taking, outline 
and summarizing to 
impose structure on 
composition text 

C.2.3* 
Brainstorm, survey, 
list, cluster ideas, free 
write  

Brainstorm, survey, 
list, cluster ideas, free 
write  

Brainstorm, survey, 
list, cluster ideas, free 
write  

Brainstorm, survey, 
list, cluster ideas, free 
write  

Brainstorm, survey, 
list, cluster ideas, free 
write  

Brainstorm, survey, 
list, cluster ideas, free 
write  

Brainstorm, survey, 
list, cluster ideas, free 
write  

Brainstorm, survey, 
list, cluster ideas, free 
write  

 

C.3 Write paragraphs 

 

C.3.1* 

Write sentences 
using complete 
thoughts and correct 
word order 

Write sentences 
using complete 
thoughts and correct 
word order 

Write sentences 
using complete 
thoughts and correct 
word order 

Write sentences 
using complete 
thoughts and correct 
word order 

    

C.3.2* 

Introduce a topic 
sentence 

Write a topic 
sentence 

Write a topic 
sentence 

Develop the topic 
with supporting 
details 

Develop the topic 
with supporting 
details 

Develop the topic 
with supporting 
details and precise 
language 

Develop the topic 
with supporting 
details and precise 
language 

Develop the topic 
with supporting 
details and precise 
language 

C.3.3 
Write 1-3 supporting 
sentences 

Write 1-3 supporting 
sentences 

Write 2-4 supporting 
sentences 

Write 3-5 supporting 
sentences 

Write 3-5 supporting 
sentences 

Write 6-9 supporting 
sentences 

write 6-9 supporting 
sentences 

6-9 supporting 
sentences 
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 Grade 1 Grade 2 Grade 3 Grade 4 Grade 5 Grade 6 Grade 7 Grade 8 
 

C.3.4 
Engage the interest 
of the reader 

Engage the interest 
of the reader 

Engage the interest 
of the reader 

Engage the interest 
of the reader 

Engage the interest 
of the reader 

Engage the interest 
of the reader 

Engage the interest 
of the reader 

Engage the interest 
of the reader 

C.3.5 
 Write with a 

conclusion in mind 
Write with a 
conclusion in mind 

Write with a 
conclusion in mind 

Write with a 
conclusion in mind 

Write with a 
conclusion in mind 

Write with a 
conclusion in mind 

Write with a 
conclusion in mind 

C.3.6* 

Compose paragraphs 
that are descriptive, 
transitional and 
sequential 

Compose paragraphs 
that are descriptive, 
transitional and 
sequential 

Compose paragraphs 
that are descriptive, 
transitional and 
sequential 

Compose paragraphs 
that are descriptive, 
transitional and 
sequential 

Compose paragraphs 
that are descriptive, 
transitional and 
sequential 

Compose paragraphs 
that are descriptive, 
transitional and 
sequential 

Compose paragraphs 
that are descriptive, 
transitional and 
sequential 

Compose paragraphs 
that are descriptive, 
transitional and 
sequential 

C.3.7* 

    Support statements 
and claims with 
anecdotes, 
descriptions, facts 
and statistics 

Support all 
statements and 
claims with 
anecdotes, 
descriptions, facts 
and statistics 

Support theses or 
conclusions with 
analogies, 
paraphrases, 
quotations, expert 
opinions, and similar 
devices and evidence 

Support theses or 
conclusions with 
analogies, 
paraphrases, 
quotations, expert 
opinions, and similar 
devices and evidence 

C.3.8 
Group sentences to 
form paragraphs 

Write a 1-2 paragraph 
essay 

Write a 3 paragraph 
essay 

Write a 3 paragraph 
essay 

Write a 3-5 paragraph 
essay 

Produce a 5 
paragraph essay 

Produce a 5-10 
paragraph essay 

Produce a 5-10 
paragraph essay 

 

C.4 Write a variety of genre and style appropriate to task, purpose and audience 

 

C.4.1 
Write a thank you 
notes 

Write a thank you 
notes 

Write a thank you 
notes 

Write a thank you 
notes 

Write a thank you 
notes 

Write a thank you 
notes 

Write a thank you 
notes 

Write a thank you 
notes 

C.4.2 Write a friendly letter Write a friendly letter Write a friendly letter Write a friendly letter Write a friendly letter Write a friendly letter Write a friendly letter Write a friendly letter 

C.4.3 Write a formal letter Write a formal letter Write a formal letter Write a formal letter Write a formal letter Write a formal letter Write a formal letter Write a formal letter 

C.4.4 
 Address envelopes 

for correspondence 
Address envelopes 
for correspondence 

Address envelopes 
for correspondence 

Address envelopes 
for correspondence 

Address envelopes 
for correspondence 

Address envelopes 
for correspondence 

Address envelopes 
for correspondence 

C.4.5 
  Write and address a 

postcard 
Write and address a 
postcard 

Write and address a 
postcard 

Write and address a 
postcard 

Write and address a 
postcard 

Write and address a 
postcard 

C.4.6 
Write a to-do list Write a to-do list Write a to-do list Write a to-do 

list/utilize a planner 
(print or digital) 

Write a to-do 
list/utilize a planner 
(print or digital) 

Write a to-do 
list/utilize a planner 
(print or digital) 

Write a to-do 
list/utilize a planner 
(print or digital) 

Write a to-do 
list/utilize a planner 
(print or digital) 

C.4.7 

  Write a friendly 
email/electronic 
communication (i.e. 
Google chat) 

Write a friendly 
email/electronic 
communication (i.e. 
Google chat) 

Write a friendly 
email/electronic 
communication (i.e. 
Google chat) 

Write a friendly 
email/electronic 
communication (i.e. 
Google chat) 

Write a friendly 
email/electronic 
communication (i.e. 
Google chat) 

Write a friendly 
email/electronic 
communication (i.e. 
Google chat) 

C.4.8 

  Write a formal 
email/electronic 
communication (i.e. 
Google chat) 

Write a formal 
email/electronic 
communication (i.e. 
Google chat) 

Write a formal 
email/electronic 
communication (i.e. 
Google chat) 

Write a formal 
email/electronic 
communication (i.e. 
Google chat) 

Write a formal 
email/electronic 
communication (i.e. 
Google chat) 

Write a formal 
email/electronic 
communication (i.e. 
Google chat) 

C.4.9 
Write words as labels 
or lists 

Write words as labels 
or lists 

Write words as labels 
or lists 

Write words as labels 
or lists 

Write words as labels 
or lists 

Write words as labels 
or lists 

Write words as labels 
or lists 

Write words as labels 
or lists 
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 Grade 1 Grade 2 Grade 3 Grade 4 Grade 5 Grade 6 Grade 7 Grade 8 
 

C.4.10 
Write phrases as 
captions for pictures 

Write phrases as 
captions for pictures 

Write phrases as 
captions for pictures 

Write phrases as 
captions for pictures 

Write phrases as 
captions for pictures 

Write phrases as 
captions for pictures 

Write phrases as 
captions for pictures 

Write phrases as 
captions for pictures 

C.4.11* Copy from board Copy from board Copy from board Copy from board Copy from board Copy from board Copy from board Copy from board 

C.4.12* Write from dictation Write from dictation Write from dictation Write from dictation Write from dictation Write from dictation Write from dictation Write from dictation 

C.4.13* 
Use descriptive 
language in writing 

Use descriptive 
language in writing 

Use descriptive 
language in writing 

Adjust tone and style 
as necessary 

Adjust tone and style 
as necessary 

Adjust tone and style 
as necessary 

Adjust tone and style 
as necessary 

Adjust tone and style 
as necessary 

C.4.14* 

 Use varied word 
choices to make all 
types of writing 
interesting for the 
reader 

Use varied word 
choices to make all 
types of writing 
interesting for the 
reader 

Use varied word 
choices to make all 
types of writing 
interesting for the 
reader 

Use varied word 
choices to make all 
types of writing 
interesting for the 
reader 

Use a variety of word 
choices that stimulate 
the readers ability to 
infer, interpret, and 
draw conclusions.  

Use a variety of word 
choices that stimulate 
the readers ability to 
infer, interpret, and 
draw conclusions.  

Use a variety of word 
choices that stimulate 
the readers ability to 
infer, interpret, and 
draw conclusions.  

C.4.15 

Use symbols, 
pictures and charts to 
convey thoughts and 
meaning in a written 
document 

Use symbols, 
pictures and charts to 
convey thoughts and 
meaning in a written 
document 

Use symbols, 
pictures and charts to 
convey thoughts and 
meaning in a written 
document 

Use symbols, 
pictures and charts to 
convey thoughts and 
meaning in a written 
document 

Use symbols, 
pictures and charts to 
convey thoughts and 
meaning in a written 
document 

Use symbols, 
pictures and charts to 
convey thoughts and 
meaning in a written 
document 

Use symbols, 
pictures and charts to 
convey thoughts and 
meaning in a written 
document 

Use symbols, 
pictures and charts to 
convey thoughts and 
meaning in a written 
document 

C.4.16 
Write in response to 
literary or 
informational sources 

Write in response to 
literary or 
informational sources 

Write in response to 
literary or 
informational sources 

Write in response to 
literary or 
informational sources 

Write in response to 
literary or 
informational sources 

Write in response to 
literary or 
informational sources 

Write in response to 
literary or 
informational sources 

Write in response to 
literary or 
informational sources 

C.4.17* 

Draw from text to 
support analysis and 
reflection describing 
what has been 
learned 

Draw from text to 
support analysis and 
reflection describing 
what has been 
learned 

Draw from text to 
support analysis and 
reflection describing 
what has been 
learned 

Draw from text to 
support analysis and 
reflection describing 
what has been 
learned 

Draw from text to 
support analysis and 
reflection describing 
what has been 
learned 

Draw from text to 
support analysis and 
reflection describing 
what has been 
learned 

Draw from text to 
support analysis and 
reflection describing 
what has been 
learned 

Draw from text to 
support analysis and 
reflection describing 
what has been 
learned 

C.4.18 

     Develop an 
interpretation that 
shows careful 
reading, 
understanding and 
insight 

Develop an 
interpretation that 
shows careful 
reading, 
understanding and 
insight 

Develop an 
interpretation that 
shows careful 
reading, 
understanding and 
insight 

C.4.19* 
Write journals, prayer 
journals 

Write journals, prayer 
journals 

Write journals, prayer 
journals 

Write journals, prayer 
journals 

Write journals, prayer 
journals 

Write journals, prayer 
journals 

Write journals, prayer 
journals 

Write journals, prayer 
journals 

C.4.20 
Write directions and 
instructions 

Write directions and 
instructions 

Write directions and 
instructions 

Write directions and 
instructions 

Write directions and 
instructions 

Write directions and 
instructions 

Write directions and 
instructions 

Write directions and 
instructions 

C.4.21  Write a book report Write a book report Write a book report Write a book report Write a book report Write a book report Write a book report 

C.4.22     Fill out forms Fill out forms Fill out forms Fill out forms 

C.4.23  Write poems Write poems Write poems Write poems Write poems Write poems Write poems 
C.4.24  Write skits/plays Write skits/plays Write skits/plays Write skits/plays Write skits/plays Write skits/plays Write skits/plays 
C.4.25  Write tales and fables Write tales and fables Write tales and fables Write tales and fables Write tales and fables Write tales and fables Write tales and fables 

C.4.26      Write an editorial Write an editorial Write an editorial 
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 Grade 1 Grade 2 Grade 3 Grade 4 Grade 5 Grade 6 Grade 7 Grade 8 
 

C.4.27* 

Write with references 
to religious writings 
(i.e. reports, 
research, and 
investigation of 
saints, sacramental 
information, cards, 
poetry, summarizing 
reflection, journal 
entries, articles for 
school newsletter, 
parish bulletins) 

Write with references 
to religious writings 
(i.e. reports, 
research, and 
investigation of 
saints, sacramental 
information, cards, 
poetry, summarizing 
reflection, journal 
entries, articles for 
school newsletter, 
parish bulletins) 

Write with references 
to religious writings 
(i.e. reports, 
research, and 
investigation of 
saints, sacramental 
information, cards, 
poetry, summarizing 
reflection, journal 
entries, articles for 
school newsletter, 
parish bulletins) 

Write with references 
to religious writings 
(i.e. reports, 
research, and 
investigation of 
saints, sacramental 
information, cards, 
poetry, summarizing 
reflection, journal 
entries, articles for 
school newsletter, 
parish bulletins) 

Write with references 
to religious writings 
(i.e. reports, 
research, and 
investigation of 
saints, sacramental 
information, cards, 
poetry, summarizing 
reflection, journal 
entries, articles for 
school newsletter, 
parish bulletins) 

Write with references 
to religious writings 
(i.e. reports, 
research, and 
investigation of 
saints, sacramental 
information, cards, 
poetry, summarizing 
reflection, journal 
entries, articles for 
school newsletter, 
parish bulletins) 

Write with references 
to religious writings 
(i.e. reports, 
research, and 
investigation of 
saints, sacramental 
information, cards, 
poetry, summarizing 
reflection, journal 
entries, articles for 
school newsletter, 
parish bulletins) 

Write with references 
to religious writings 
(i.e. reports, 
research, and 
investigation of 
saints, sacramental 
information, cards, 
poetry, summarizing 
reflection, journal 
entries, articles for 
school newsletter, 
parish bulletins) 

C.4.28 

Write stories from 
Bible in own words 
and/or with a modern 
twist 

Write stories from 
Bible in own words 
and/or with a modern 
twist 

Write stories from 
Bible in own words 
and/or with a modern 
twist 

Write stories from 
Bible in own words 
and/or with a modern 
twist 

Write stories from 
Bible in own words 
and/or with a modern 
twist 

Write stories from 
Bible in own words 
and/or with a modern 
twist 

Write stories from 
Bible in own words 
and/or with a modern 
twist 

Write stories from 
Bible in own words 
and/or with a modern 
twist 

C.4.29 

Write own prayers of 
the faithful or own 
prayers 

Write own prayers of 
the faithful or own 
prayers 

Write own prayers of 
the faithful, write own 
prayers, write Ten 
Commandments in 
own words 

Write own prayers of 
the faithful, write own 
prayers, write Ten 
Commandments in 
own words 

Write own prayers of 
the faithful, write own 
prayers, write Ten 
Commandments in 
own words 

Write own prayers of 
the faithful, write own 
prayers, write Ten 
Commandments in 
own words 

Write own prayers of 
the faithful, write own 
prayers, write Ten 
Commandments in 
own words 

Write own prayers of 
the faithful, write own 
prayers, write Ten 
Commandments in 
own words 

C.4.30 
 

    Write a Respect Life 
essay or on other 
Social Justice topics 

Write a Respect Life 
essay or on other 
Social Justice topics 

Write a Respect Life 
essay or on other 
Social Justice topics 

C.4.31 

 

 Rewrite 
miracles/parables into 
play form and 
perform 

Rewrite 
miracles/parables into 
play form and 
perform 

Rewrite 
miracles/parables into 
play form and 
perform 

Rewrite 
miracles/parables into 
play form and 
perform 

Rewrite 
miracles/parables into 
play form and 
perform 

Rewrite 
miracles/parables into 
play form and 
perform 

C.4.32 

Write an 
autobiography 

Write an 
autobiography 

Write an 
autobiography and a 
biography 

Write an 
autobiography and a 
biography 

Write an 
autobiography and a 
biography 

Write biographical, 
autobiographical and 
short stories that 
develop a standard 
plot line and point of 
view 

Write biographical, 
autobiographical and 
short stories that 
develop a standard 
plot line and point of 
view 

Write biographical, 
autobiographical and 
short stories that tell 
about an incident, 
event or situation 
using details; reveal 
the significance or, or 
writer's attitude about 
the subject 

C.4.33* 

Participate in brief 
daily writing  

Participate in brief 
daily writing that 
supports learning 
(brainstorming, 
spontaneous, routine 

Participate in brief 
daily writing that 
supports learning 
(brainstorming, 
spontaneous, routine 

Participate in brief 
daily writing that 
supports learning 
(brainstorming, 
spontaneous, routine 

Participate in brief 
daily writing that 
supports learning 
(brainstorming, 
spontaneous, routine 

Participate in brief 
daily writing that 
supports learning 
(brainstorming, 
spontaneous, routine 

Participate in brief 
daily writing that 
supports learning 
(brainstorming, 
spontaneous, routine 

Participate in brief 
daily writing that 
supports learning 
(brainstorming, 
spontaneous, routine 
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tasks, varied timed 
period) 

tasks, varied timed 
period) 

tasks, varied timed 
period) 

tasks, varied timed 
period) 

tasks, varied timed 
period) 

tasks, varied timed 
period) 

tasks, varied timed 
period) 

C.4.34 

 Write essay test 
questions and 
assignments with 
short or long 
response answers 

Write essay test 
questions and 
assignments with 
short or long 
response answers 

Write essay test 
questions and 
assignments with 
short or long 
response answers 

Write essay test 
questions and 
assignments with 
short or long 
response answers 

Write essay test 
questions and 
assignments with 
short or long 
response answers 

Write essay test 
questions and 
assignments with 
short or long 
response answers 

Write essay test 
questions and 
assignments with 
short or long 
response answers 

 

C.5 Write opinions and persuasive compositions 

 

C.5.1 

Write an opinion 
relative to a topic 

Write an opinion 
relative to a topic 

Introduce an opinion 
about a concrete 
topic 

Introduce an opinion 
about a concrete 
topic 

State a clear position 
on a proposition or 
proposal  

State a clear position 
on a proposition or 
proposal  

Write a well-defined 
thesis that makes a 
clear and 
knowledgeable 
appeal 

Write a well-defined 
thesis that makes a 
clear and 
knowledgeable 
appeal 

C.5.2* 

  Create an organizing 
structure where 
related ideas are 
grouped to support 
the writer's purpose 

Create an organizing 
structure where 
related ideas are 
grouped to support 
the writer's purpose 

Create an organizing 
structure where 
related ideas are 
grouped to support 
the writer's purpose 

Anticipate and 
address reader 
concerns and 
counterarguments 

Provide details, 
reasons and 
examples, arranging 
them effectively by 
anticipating and 
answering reader 
concerns and 
counterarguments 

Provide details, 
reasons and 
examples, arranging 
them effectively by 
anticipating and 
answering reader 
concerns and 
counterarguments 

C.5.3* 

Provide a reason for 
the opinion 

Provide reasons and 
details to support the 
opinion 

Provide reasons and 
details to support the 
opinion 

Provide reasons that 
are supported by 
facts and details 

Provide reasons that 
are supported by 
facts and details 

Support the position 
with organized and 
relevant evidence 
and effective 
emotional appeals 

Describe the points in 
support of the 
proposition employing 
well-articulated 
evidence using 
effective emotional, 
logical and ethical 
appeals 

Include evidence, 
examples, and 
reasoning to support 
effective arguments 
using emotional, 
logical and ethical 
appeals 

C.5.4 
 

Provide a sense of 
closure 

Provide a sense of 
closure 

Provide a concluding 
statement or section 

Provide a concluding 
statement or section 

Provide a conclusion 
that defends the 
thesis 

Provide a conclusion 
that defends the 
thesis 

Provide a conclusion 
that defends the 
thesis 

C.5.5 

Use words to link 
opinions and reasons 
(e.g. because, and, 
also, therefore) 

Use words to link 
opinions and reasons 
(e.g. because, and, 
also, therefore) 

Use words to link 
opinions and reasons 
(e.g. because, and, 
also, therefore) 

Link reasons and 
details together using 
words and phrases 
(e.g. so, then, for 
instance, in addition) 

Link reasons and 
details together using 
words and phrases 
(e.g. so, then, for 
instance, in addition) 

Link reasons and 
details together using 
words and phrases 
(e.g. so, then, for 
instance, in addition) 

Link reasons and 
details together using 
words and phrases 
(e.g. so, then, for 
instance, in addition) 

Link reasons and 
details together using 
words and phrases 
(e.g. so, then, for 
instance, in addition) 

C.5.6 
  

 
Recognize a variety 
of propaganda styles 

Recognize a variety 
of propaganda styles 

Select appropriate 
propaganda style to 

Select appropriate 
propaganda style to 

Select appropriate 
propaganda style to 
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defend opinion (i.e. 
using statistics vs 
emotions) 

defend opinion (i.e. 
using statistics vs 
emotions) 

defend opinion (i.e. 
using statistics vs 
emotions) 

 

C.6 Write informative/explanatory, descriptive and technical texts 

 

C.6.1* 
Name the topic Name the topic Introduce the topic State a topic clearly State a topic clearly Introduce a topic and 

state a thesis 
Introduce a topic and 
state a thesis 

Introduce a topic and 
state a thesis 

C.6.2* 

 Create an 
organizational 
structure that 
presents information 
together 

Create an 
organizational 
structure that 
presents information 
together 

Group related 
information in 
paragraphs and 
sections 

Group related 
information in 
paragraphs and 
sections 

Organize information 
appropriate to the 
purpose 

Organize information 
appropriate to the 
purpose 

Organize information 
appropriate to the 
purpose 

C.6.3* 

Supply some facts 
relevant to the topic 

Supply some facts 
relevant to the topic 

Provide some details 
to develop points 

Develop the topic 
using facts, concrete 
details, quotations, or 
other information and 
examples 

Develop the topic 
using facts, concrete 
details, quotations, or 
other information and 
examples 

Develop the topic 
with relevant facts, 
definitions, concrete 
details, quotations, or 
other information and 
examples 

Develop the topic 
with relevant and 
accurate facts, 
definitions, concrete 
details, quotations, or 
other information and 
examples 

Develop the topic 
with relevant and 
accurate facts, 
definitions, concrete 
details, quotations, or 
other information and 
examples 

C.6.4 

     Use strategies, such 
as, definition, 
classification, 
compare/contrast, 
and cause/effect 

Use strategies, such 
as, definition, 
classification, 
compare/contrast, 
and cause/effect 

Use strategies, such 
as, definition, 
classification, 
compare/contrast, 
and cause/effect 

C.6.5 

  Use linking words 
(e.g. also, another, 
and more) to connect 
ideas with categories 
of information 

Use appropriate links 
and transition words 
to join ideas within 
categories of 
information 

Use appropriate links 
and transition words 
to join ideas within 
categories of 
information 

Use appropriate links 
and varied sentence 
structures to join and 
clarify ideas 

Use appropriate links 
and varied sentence 
structures to join and 
clarify ideas 

Use appropriate links 
and varied sentence 
structures to join and 
clarify ideas 

C.6.6 

   Employ domain-
specific vocabulary 
when appropriate 
(domain-specific 
vocabulary is 
language or word 
choice that is directly 
related to the class 
for which you are 
writing) 

Employ domain-
specific vocabulary 
when appropriate 
(domain-specific 
vocabulary is 
language or word 
choice that is directly 
related to the class 
for which you are 
writing) 

Use straightforward 
language to create an 
objective style, 
appropriate for a 
researcher seeking 
information 

Use straightforward 
language to create an 
objective style, 
appropriate for a 
researcher seeking 
information 

Use straightforward 
language to create an 
objective style, 
appropriate for a 
researcher seeking 
information 
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C.6.7* 

Provide some sense 
of closure 

Write a closing 
summary sentence 

Write a closing 
summary sentence 

Include a concluding 
sentence or section 

Provide a conclusion 
related to the 
information or 
explanation offered 

Restate the thesis to 
provide a conclusion 
that follow logically 
from the information 
or explanation 
presented 

Restate the thesis to 
provide a conclusion 
that follow logically 
from the information 
or explanation 
presented 

Incorporate the thesis 
to provide a 
conclusion that follow 
logically from the 
information or 
explanation 
presented 

C.6.8* 

Write or draw 
information about the 
topic (e.g. my favorite 
animal is... I like this 
animal because it...) 

Write information (2-3 
sentences) about the 
topic (e.g. my favorite 
animal is... I like this 
animal because it...) 

   

   

C.6.9* 

   Identify the need for 
correct citation of 
sources to avoid 
plagiarism 

Identify the need for 
correct citation of 
sources to avoid 
plagiarism 

Identify the need for 
correct citation of 
sources to avoid 
plagiarism 

Identify the need for 
correct citation of 
sources to avoid 
plagiarism 

Identify the need for 
correct citation of 
sources to avoid 
plagiarism 

 

C.7 Perform focused research tasks that build knowledge about a topic 

 

C.7.1 

Gather information 
from experience or 
provided text sources 
to answer specific 
questions 

Gather information 
from experience or 
provided text sources 
to answer specific 
questions 

Gather information 
from experience as 
well as print and 
digital resources 

Gather information 
from experience as 
well as several print 
and digital resources 

Gather information 
from experience as 
well as several print 
and digital resources 

Gather information 
from experience as 
well as a variety of 
print and digital 
resources 

Gather information 
from experience as 
well as a variety of 
print and digital 
resources 

Gather information 
from experience as 
well as a variety of 
print and digital 
resources 

C.7.2 
 Take simple notes on 

sources 
Take simple notes on 
sources 

Take notes on 
sources 

Take notes on 
sources 

Take notes on 
sources 

Take notes on 
sources 

Take notes on 
sources 

C.7.3 
 Sort evidence into 

categories 
Sort evidence into 
categories 

Categorize evidence Categorize evidence Categorize evidence Categorize evidence Categorize evidence 

C.7.4 
  

 

Restate information Restate, summarize 
or paraphrase 
information 

Restate, summarize 
or paraphrase 
information 

Restate, summarize 
or paraphrase 
information 

Restate, summarize 
or paraphrase 
information 

C.7.5   Cite sources Cite sources Cite sources Cite sources Cite sources Cite sources 

C.7.6* 

   Provide basic 
bibliographic 
information using 
MLA format 

Provide basic 
bibliographic 
information using 
MLA format 

Provide basic 
bibliographic 
information using 
MLA or APA format 

Provide basic 
bibliographic 
information using 
MLA or APA format 

Provide basic 
bibliographic 
information using 
MLA or APA format 

C.7.7* 
Participate in shared 
research and writing 
projects 

Participate in shared 
research and writing 
projects 

Participate in shared 
research and writing 
projects 

Participate in shared 
research and writing 
projects 

Participate in shared 
research and writing 
projects 

Participate in shared 
research and writing 
projects 

Participate in shared 
research and writing 
projects 

Participate in shared 
research and writing 
projects 
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C.7.8* 
     Evaluate sources for 

accuracy, bias and 
credibility 

Evaluate sources for 
accuracy, bias and 
credibility 

Evaluate sources for 
accuracy, bias and 
credibility 

C.7.9 

     Make the distinction 
between one's own 
ideas from the ideas 
of others 

Make the distinction 
between one's own 
ideas from the ideas 
of others 

Make the distinction 
between one's own 
ideas from the ideas 
of others 

 

C.8 Write narratives 

 

C.8.1 

Include at least two 
(2) appropriately 
sequenced events 

Include at least two 
(2) appropriately 
sequenced events 

Include at least two 
(2) or more 
appropriately 
sequenced events 

Includes at least 
three (3) 
appropriately 
sequenced events 

Includes at least 
three (3) or more 
appropriately 
sequenced events 

Includes at least five 
(5) appropriately 
sequenced events 

Includes at least six 
to eight (6-8) 
appropriately 
sequenced events 

Includes at least six 
to eight (6-8) 
appropriately 
sequenced events 

C.8.2* 

 Use sensory words 
and phrases to 
convey events and 
experiences precisely 

Use sensory words 
and phrases to 
convey events and 
experiences precisely 

Use concrete and 
sensory words and 
phrases to convey 
events and 
experiences precisely 

Use concrete and 
sensory words and 
phrases to convey 
events and 
experiences precisely 

Choose words and 
phrases to develop 
the events, 
experiences and 
ideas precisely to 
create a particular 
mood or attitude 

Choose words and 
phrases to develop 
the events, 
experiences and 
ideas precisely to 
create a particular 
mood or attitude 

Choose words and 
phrases to develop 
the events, 
experiences and 
ideas precisely to 
create a particular 
mood or attitude 

C.8.3 

Use time cue words 
to signal event order 

Use time cue words 
to signal event order 

Use a variety of 
temporal or transition 
words and phrases to 
manage the 
sequence of events 

Use a variety of 
temporal or transition 
words and phrases to 
manage the 
sequence of events 

Use a variety of 
temporal or transition 
words and phrases to 
manage the 
sequence of events 

Use a variety of 
transition words, 
phrases and clauses 
to convey sequence, 
shift from one time 
frame or setting to 
another and/or show 
the relationships 
among the events 
and experiences 

Use a variety of 
transition words, 
phrases and clauses 
to convey sequence, 
shift from one time 
frame or setting to 
another and/or show 
the relationships 
among the events 
and experiences 

Use a variety of 
transition words, 
phrases and clauses 
to convey sequence, 
shift from one time 
frame or setting to 
another and/or show 
the relationships 
among the events 
and experiences 

C.8.4 

Provide some details Use descriptive 
techniques to provide 
details 

Use narrative 
techniques such as 
dialogue and 
description to develop 
events and show the 
characters' external 
behaviors and 
internal responses to 
events 

Use narrative 
techniques such as 
dialogue and 
description to develop 
events and show the 
characters' external 
behaviors and 
internal responses to 
events 

Use narrative 
techniques such as 
dialogue and 
description to develop 
events and show the 
characters' external 
behaviors and 
internal responses to 
events 

Develop narrative 
elements (e.g. 
setting, event 
sequence, 
characters) using 
relevant sensory 
details and devices 
such as dialogue or 
suspense 

Develop narrative 
elements (e.g. 
setting, event 
sequence, complex 
major and minor 
characters) using 
relevant sensory 
details and devices 
such as dialogue, 
suspense and the 

Develop narrative 
elements (e.g. 
setting, event 
sequence, complex 
major and minor 
characters) using 
relevant sensory 
details and devices 
such as dialogue, 
suspense and the 
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naming of narrative 
action 

naming of narrative 
action 

C.8.5 
Develop a setting Develop a setting Develop a setting Develop a setting Develop a setting Develop one or more 

settings  
Develop one or more 
settings  

Develop one or more 
settings  

C.8.6 

Develop a plot for a 
story 

Develop a plot for a 
story 

Develop a plot for a 
story that engages a 
reader 

Develop a plot for a 
story that engages a 
reader 

Develop a plot for a 
story that engages a 
reader 

Develop a plot for a 
story that engages a 
reader through 
conflict and literary 
elements 

Develop a plot for a 
story that engages a 
reader through 
conflict and literary 
elements 

Develop a plot for a 
story that engages a 
reader through 
conflict and literary 
elements 

C.8.7 

Develop characters 
for a story 

Develop characters 
for a story 

Develop characters 
for a story, including 
a narrator 

Develop characters 
for a story, including 
a narrator 

Develop characters 
for a story, including 
a narrator 

Develop characters 
for a story, including 
a narrator identifying 
protagonist, 
antagonist, and other 
character types 

Develop characters 
for a story, including 
a narrator identifying 
protagonist, 
antagonist, and other 
character types 

Develop characters 
for a story, including 
a narrator identifying 
protagonist, 
antagonist, and other 
character types 

C.8.8 
      Modify character 

development as the 
story progresses 

Modify character 
development as the 
story progresses 

C.8.9 

 Organize the event 
sequence 

Organize the event 
sequence 

Organize the event 
sequence 

Organize an event 
sequence that 
unfolds naturally 

Organize an event 
sequence that leads 
to suspense, climax 
and conclusion 

Organize an event 
sequence that leads 
to suspense, climax 
and conclusion 

Organize an event 
sequence that leads 
to suspense, climax 
and use narrative and 
descriptive strategies, 
including relevant 
dialogue, specific 
action, physical 
description, 
background 
description and 
comparison or 
contrast of characters 

C.8.10 
Provide a sense of 
closure 

Provide a sense of 
closure 

Provide a conclusion 
that follows from the 
narrative's events 

Provide a conclusion 
that follows from the 
narrative's events 

Provide a conclusion 
that follows from the 
narrative's events 

Provide a conclusion 
that follows from the 
narrative’s events 

Provide a conclusion 
that follows from the 
narrative’s events 

Provide a conclusion 
that follows from the 
narrative’s events 

 

C.9 Make effective language choices 

 

C.9.1 
Choose visual arts, 
words, and phrases 
to convey ideas 

Choose visual arts, 
words, and phrases 
to convey ideas 

Choose phrases and 
sentences to convey 
ideas 

Choose phrases and 
sentences to convey 
ideas 

Choose a variety of 
mediums to convey 
ideas 

Choose a variety of 
mediums to convey 
ideas 

Choose a variety of 
mediums to convey 
ideas 

Choose a variety of 
mediums to convey 
ideas 
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C.9.2* 

 Explore the use of 
descriptive words 

Explore the use of 
descriptive words 

Explore the use of 
phrases, 
prepositional 
phrases, and 
descriptive words to 
add depth 

Explore the use of 
phrases, 
prepositional 
phrases, and 
appositives to add 
depth 

Use phrases, 
prepositional 
phrases, appositives, 
main clauses, and 
subordinate clauses 
to add depth 

Use phrases, 
prepositional 
phrases, appositives, 
main clauses, and 
subordinate clauses 
to add depth 

Use phrases, 
prepositional 
phrases, appositives, 
main clauses, and 
subordinate clauses 
to add depth 

C.9.3 

   Explore the use of 
parallelism to present 
ideas in a series of 
items for emphasis 

Explore the use of 
parallelism to present 
ideas in a series of 
items for emphasis 

Identify and properly 
use parallelism to 
present ideas in a 
series of items for 
emphasis 

Identify and properly 
use parallelism to 
present ideas in a 
series of items for 
emphasis 

Identify and properly 
use parallelism to 
present ideas in a 
series of items 
juxtaposed for 
emphasis 

 

C.10 Revise and edit 

 

C.10.1 
Write with multiple 
drafts through the 
writing process 

Write with multiple 
drafts through the 
writing process 

Write with multiple 
drafts through the 
writing process 

Write with multiple 
drafts through the 
writing process 

Write with multiple 
drafts through the 
writing process 

Write with multiple 
drafts through the 
writing process 

Write with multiple 
drafts through the 
writing process 

Write with multiple 
drafts through the 
writing process 

C.10.2* 

Revise and edit Revise and edit Revise and edit with 
a peer 

Revise and edit with 
a peer 

Revise and edit with 
a peer 

Revise and edit to 
improve the 
organization, 
transition and clarity 

Revise and edit to 
improve the 
organization, 
transition and clarity 

Revise and edit to 
improve the 
organization, 
transition and clarity 

C.10.3 
Use teacher 
conferencing 

Use teacher/peer 
conferencing 

Use teacher/peer 
conferencing 

Use teacher/peer 
conferencing 

Use teacher/peer 
conferencing 

Use teacher/peer 
conferencing 

Use teacher/peer 
conferencing 

Use teacher/peer 
conferencing 

C.10.4 

      Reflect on how well 
questions of purpose 
have been addressed 
and revise writing as 
needed 

Reflect on how well 
questions of purpose 
have been addressed 
and revise writing as 
needed 

C.10.5* 

Proofread to check 
spelling, punctuation 
and capitalization 

Proofread to check 
spelling, punctuation 
and capitalization 

Proofread to check 
spelling, punctuation, 
capitalization, 
indentation, and 
comprehension 

Proofread to check 
spelling, grammar, 
punctuation, 
capitalization, 
indentation and 
comprehension 

Proofread to check 
spelling, grammar, 
punctuation, 
capitalization, 
indentation and 
comprehension 

Proofread to check 
spelling, grammar, 
punctuation, 
capitalization, 
indentation and 
comprehension with a 
rubric or editing 
checklist 

Proofread to check 
spelling, grammar, 
punctuation, 
capitalization, 
indentation and 
comprehension with a 
rubric or editing 
checklist 

Proofread to check 
spelling, grammar, 
punctuation, 
capitalization, 
indentation and 
comprehension with a 
rubric or editing 
checklist 
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C.11 Produce legible written work (in print and digital work) 

 

C.11.1* 
Work from left to 
right, top to bottom 

Apply rules of 
margins  

Apply rules of 
margins  

Apply rules of 
margins  

Apply rules of 
margins  

Apply rules of 
margins  

Apply rules of 
margins  

Apply rules of 
margins  

C.11.2 

Correct manuscript 
letter formation and 
maintain correct 
handwriting position 

Begin to make a 
transition from 
manuscript print to 
cursive writing 

Correct letter 
formation in both 
manuscript and 
cursive  

Correct letter 
formation in both 
manuscript and 
cursive  

Produce legible work 
in cursive 

Produce legible work 
in cursive 

Produce legible work 
in cursive 

Produce legible work 
in cursive 

C.11.3 
Use bible verses and 
prayers to practice 
handwriting 

Use bible verses and 
prayers to practice 
handwriting 

Use bible verses and 
prayers to practice 
handwriting 

Use bible verses and 
prayers to practice 
handwriting 

Use bible verses and 
prayers to practice 
handwriting 

Use bible verses and 
prayers to practice 
handwriting 

Use bible verses and 
prayers to practice 
handwriting 

Use bible verses and 
prayers to practice 
handwriting 

C.11.4* 

Demonstrate proper 
spacing between 
letters and words 

Apply spacing 
between words, 
sentences, and 
paragraphs 

Apply spacing 
between words, 
sentences, and 
paragraphs 

Apply spacing 
between words, 
sentences, and 
paragraphs 

Apply spacing 
between words, 
sentences, and 
paragraphs 

Apply spacing 
between words, 
sentences, and 
paragraphs 

Apply spacing 
between words, 
sentences, and 
paragraphs 

Apply spacing 
between words, 
sentences, and 
paragraphs 

C.11.5* 
Print all capital letters 
and lowercase letters 
of the alphabet 

Demonstrate proper 
use of capital and 
lowercase letters 

      

C.11.6* 

Consistently write first 
and last name using 
upper and lowercase 
letters 

Write first and last 
name legibly  

Write first and last 
name legibly in 
cursive  

Write first and last 
name legibly in 
cursive  

Create a signature     

C.11.7* 
Write numerals Write numerals Write numerals 

(including Roman 
numerals) 

Write numerals 
(including Roman 
numerals) 

Write numerals 
(including Roman 
numerals) 

Write numerals 
(including Roman 
numerals) 

Write numerals 
(including Roman 
numerals) 

Write numerals 
(including Roman 
numerals) 

C.11.8 

Begin strategies for 
completing 
worksheets, forms, 
tests, etc... 

Demonstrate 
strategies for 
completing 
worksheets, forms, 
test, etc... 

Demonstrate 
strategies for 
completing 
worksheets, forms, 
test, etc... 

Demonstrate 
strategies for 
completing 
worksheets, forms, 
test, etc... 

Demonstrate 
strategies for 
completing 
worksheets, forms, 
test, etc... 

Demonstrate 
strategies for 
completing 
worksheets, forms, 
test, etc... 

Demonstrate 
strategies for 
completing 
worksheets, forms, 
test, etc... 

Demonstrate 
strategies for 
completing 
worksheets, forms, 
test, etc... 

C.11.9 
Adjust size of 
handwriting / font in 
different situations 

Adjust size of 
handwriting / font in 
different situations 

Adjust size of 
handwriting / font in 
different situations 

Adjust size of 
handwriting / font in 
different situations 

Adjust size of 
handwriting / font in 
different situations 

Adjust size of 
handwriting / font in 
different situations 

Adjust size of 
handwriting / font in 
different situations 

Adjust size of 
handwriting / font in 
different situations 

C.11.10 

Begin strategies of 
neatness in written 
work (torn papers, 
excessive eraser / 
whiteout, etc...) 

Begin strategies of 
neatness in written 
work (torn papers, 
excessive eraser / 
whiteout, etc...) 

Begin strategies of 
neatness in written 
work (torn papers, 
excessive eraser / 
whiteout, etc...) 

Begin strategies of 
neatness in written 
work (torn papers, 
excessive eraser / 
whiteout, etc...) 

Begin strategies of 
neatness in written 
work (torn papers, 
excessive eraser / 
whiteout, etc...) 

Begin strategies of 
neatness in written 
work (torn papers, 
excessive eraser / 
whiteout, etc...) 

Begin strategies of 
neatness in written 
work (torn papers, 
excessive eraser / 
whiteout, etc...) 

Begin strategies of 
neatness in written 
work (torn papers, 
excessive eraser / 
whiteout, etc...) 
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 Grade 1 Grade 2 Grade 3 Grade 4 Grade 5 Grade 6 Grade 7 Grade 8 
 

C.12 Publish 

 

C.12.1 

Use formatting 
techniques 
(headings, fonts, font 
sizes, etc.) to aide in 
style, comprehension, 
and legibility 

Use formatting 
techniques 
(headings, fonts, font 
sizes, etc.) to aide in 
style, comprehension, 
and legibility 

Use formatting 
techniques 
(headings, fonts, font 
sizes, etc.) to aide in 
style, comprehension, 
and legibility 

Use formatting 
techniques 
(headings, fonts, font 
sizes, etc.) to aide in 
style, comprehension, 
and legibility 

Use formatting 
techniques 
(headings, fonts, font 
sizes, etc.) to aide in 
style, comprehension, 
and legibility 

Use formatting 
techniques 
(headings, fonts, font 
sizes, etc.) to aide in 
style, comprehension, 
and legibility 

Use formatting 
techniques 
(headings, fonts, font 
sizes, etc.) to aide in 
style, comprehension, 
and legibility 

Use formatting 
techniques 
(headings, fonts, font 
sizes, etc.) to aide in 
style, comprehension, 
and legibility 

C.12.2 
Assign a title Assign a title  Assign a title  Assign a title and/or 

title page 
Assign a title and/or 
title page 

Assign a title and/or 
title page 

Assign a title and/or 
title page 

Assign a title and/or 
title page 

C.12.3 
  

 Follow publishing 
standards of MLA 

Follow publishing 
standards of MLA 

Follow publishing 
standards of MLA or 
APA 

Follow publishing 
standards of MLA or 
APA 

Follow publishing 
standards of MLA or 
APA 

C.12.4* 
Compile the writing 
process into a 
published work 

Compile the writing 
process into a 
published work 

Compile the writing 
process into a 
published work 

Compile the writing 
process into a 
published work 

Compile the writing 
process into a 
published work 

Compile the writing 
process into a 
published work 

Compile the writing 
process into a 
published work 

Compile the writing 
process into a 
published work 

 

C.13 Use technology to produce writing with guidance from adults 

 
C.13.1 Use the internet Use the internet Use the internet Use the internet Use the internet Use the internet Use the internet Use the internet 

C.13.2 
 

Produce digital 
stories 

Produce digital 
stories 

Produce digital 
stories 

Produce digital 
stories 

Produce digital 
stories 

Produce digital 
stories 

Produce digital 
stories 

C.13.3 
 

Use word processing 
program to produce 
and publish writing 

Use word processing 
program to produce 
and publish writing 

Use word processing 
program to produce 
and publish writing 

Use word processing 
program to produce 
and publish writing 

Use word processing 
program to produce 
and publish writing 

Use word processing 
program to produce 
and publish writing 

Use word processing 
program to produce 
and publish writing 

C.13.4 
 

  Produce, publish and 
interact with others 
about writing 

Produce, publish and 
interact with others 
about writing 

Produce, publish and 
interact with others 
about writing 

Produce, publish and 
interact with others 
about writing 

Produce, publish and 
interact with others 
about writing 

C.13.5* 
     Link to and cite online 

sources to avoid 
plagiarism 

Link to and cite online 
sources to avoid 
plagiarism 

Link to and cite online 
sources to avoid 
plagiarism 

C.13.6 
  Use digital images to 

enhance writing 
Use digital images to 
enhance writing 

Use digital images to 
enhance writing 

Use digital images to 
enhance writing 

Use digital images to 
enhance writing 

Use digital images to 
enhance writing 
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G. GRAMMAR AND USAGE – EARLY CHILDHOOD 
The catechesis that takes place within the religion curriculum of the school and throughout the entire academic curriculum needs to: Promote knowledge of the faith; Promote 

knowledge of the meaning of the Liturgy and the sacraments; Promote moral formation in Jesus Christ; Teach the Christian how to pray with Christ; Prepare the Christian to live in 
community and to participate actively in the life and mission of the Church; and Promote a missionary spirit that prepares the faithful to be present as Christians in society. 

 

Students will… 
 3-Year-Old Kindergarten 4-Year-Old-Kindergarten 5-Year-Old-Kindergarten 

 

G.1 Observe conventions in grammar and usage in writing 

 
G.1.1   Identify nouns [EC D.3.4(5i)] 

G.1.2   Identify singular and plural nouns 

G.1.4   Recognize common and proper nouns 

G.1.23   Recognize action verbs 

G.1.48   Recognize the subject and predicate in a sentence 

 

G.2 Observe conventions of capitalization 
 
G.2.1   Recognize capitalizations of names [EC D.3.4(5j)] 

G.2.2 
  Recognize capitalization first word in a sentence [EC 

D.3.4(5j)] 

G.2.4   Capitalize names from Bible 

G.2.5   Capitalize Mass and God 

 

G.4 Observe conventions of spelling 

 

G.4.1 
  Use spelling patterns and generalizations (e.g. word 

families, position-based spelling, syllable patterns, ending 
rules, meaningful word parts) in writing words 

G.4.2   Apply phonetic sounds and patterns [EC D.3.1(5a)] 

G.4.3  Recognize word families  Recognize word families 

G.4.4 
  Form new words through addition, deletion and substitution 

of sound and letters (e.g. an-man-mat-mast-must-rust-
crust) 

G.4.5 
 Spell grade appropriate words correctly in all written work, 

consulting references as needed (e.g. Word Wall, 
dictionary) 

Spell grade appropriate words correctly in all written work, 
consulting references as needed (e.g. Word Wall, 
dictionary) 

G.4.7   Develop dictionary strategies (print and digital) 

G.4.8   Demonstrate various methods for learning/studying words 
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G. GRAMMAR AND USAGE – ELEMENTARY AND MIDDLE SCHOOL 
The catechesis that takes place within the religion curriculum of the school and throughout the entire academic curriculum needs to: Promote knowledge of the faith; Promote 

knowledge of the meaning of the Liturgy and the sacraments; Promote moral formation in Jesus Christ; Teach the Christian how to pray with Christ; Prepare the Christian to live in 
community and to participate actively in the life and mission of the Church; and Promote a missionary spirit that prepares the faithful to be present as Christians in society. 

 

Students will… 
 Grade 1 Grade 2 Grade 3 Grade 4 Grade 5 Grade 6 Grade 7 Grade 8 
 

G.1 Observe conventions in grammar and usage in writing* 

 

G.1.1* 
Identify nouns Identify nouns Explain the function 

of nouns in specific 
sentences 

Explain the function 
of nouns in specific 
sentences 

Know and use correct 
function of nouns in 
specific sentences 

Know and use correct 
function of nouns in 
specific sentences 

Know and use correct 
function of nouns in 
specific sentences 

Know and use correct 
function of nouns in 
specific sentences 

G.1.2 

Use singular and 
plural nouns with 
matching verbs in 
simple sentences  

Use singular and 
plural nouns with 
matching verbs in 
simple sentences  

Use singular and 
plural nouns with 
matching verbs in 
simple sentences  

Compose a variety of 
sentences with 
singular and plural 
nouns that have 
corresponding verbs 

Compose a variety of 
sentences with 
singular and plural 
nouns that have 
corresponding verbs 

Compose a variety of 
sentences with 
singular and plural 
nouns that have 
corresponding verbs 

Compose a variety of 
sentences with 
singular and plural 
nouns that have 
corresponding verbs 

Compose a variety of 
sentences with 
singular and plural 
nouns that have 
corresponding verbs 

G.1.3 

 Identify collective 
nouns 

Identify collective, 
abstract and concrete 
nouns 

Identify collective, 
abstract and concrete 
nouns 

Identify and use 
collective, abstract 
and concrete nouns 

Identify, use and 
classify collective, 
abstract and concrete 
nouns 

Identify, use and 
classify collective, 
abstract and concrete 
nouns 

Identify, use and 
classify collective, 
abstract and concrete 
nouns 

G.1.4 
Identify, label and use 
common and proper 
nouns 

Identify, label and use 
common and proper 
nouns 

Identify, label and use 
common and proper 
nouns 

Identify, label and use 
common and proper 
nouns 

Identify, label and use 
common and proper 
nouns 

Identify, label and use 
common and proper 
nouns 

Identify, label and use 
common and proper 
nouns 

Identify, label and use 
common and proper 
nouns 

G.1.5 
 Identify common 

irregular plural nouns 
Identify and use 
common irregular 
plural nouns 

Identify and use 
common irregular 
plural nouns 

Demonstrate correct 
use of common 
irregular plural nouns 

Demonstrate correct 
use of common 
irregular plural nouns 

Demonstrate correct 
use of common 
irregular plural nouns 

Demonstrate correct 
use of common 
irregular plural nouns 

G.1.6 
  

Identify and use 
subject and object 
nouns 

Identify and use 
subject and object 
nouns 

Identify and use 
subject and object 
nouns 

Select subject and 
object nouns 

Select subject and 
object nouns 

Select subject and 
object nouns 

G.1.7 

   

Recognize 
appositives 

Identify appositives Identify and use 
nouns of direct 
address and 
appositives 

Identify and use 
nouns of direct 
address and 
appositives 

Differentiate and use 
nouns of direct 
address and 
appositives 

G.1.8 
 Recognize 

possessive nouns 
Identify and use 
possessive singular 
and plural nouns 

Identify and use 
possessive singular 
and plural nouns 

Categorize and use 
possessive plural and 
singular nouns 

Categorize and use 
possessive plural and 
singular nouns 

Categorize and use 
possessive plural and 
singular nouns 

Categorize and use 
possessive plural and 
singular nouns 

G.1.9 
   

 

 

Identify and use 
words in the 
possessive form, 

Identify and use 
words in the 
possessive form, 

Identify and use 
words in the 
possessive form, 
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 Grade 1 Grade 2 Grade 3 Grade 4 Grade 5 Grade 6 Grade 7 Grade 8 
 

nominative form and 
objective form 

nominative form and 
objective form 

nominative form and 
objective form 

G.1.10 

   

 

Identify and use 
predicate nominative 

Demonstrate 
understanding of and 
use of predicate 
nominative  

Demonstrate 
understanding of and 
use of predicate 
nominative 

Demonstrate 
understanding of and 
use of predicate 
nominative 

G.1.11 
  Recognize 

prepositions 
Identify and use 
prepositions 

Identify and use 
prepositions 

Identify and use 
prepositions 

Identify and use 
prepositions 

Identify and use 
prepositions 

G.1.12 
   Recognize the object 

of the preposition 
Identify and use 
objects of the 
preposition 

Identify and use 
objects of the 
preposition 

Identify, label and use 
objects of the 
preposition 

Identify, label and use 
objects of the 
preposition 

G.1.13 

  Recognize direct 
object 

Identify and use 
direct object, 
recognize indirect 
object 

Identify and use 
direct object, 
recognize indirect 
object 

Identify and use 
direct and indirect 
object 

Identify and use 
direct and indirect 
object 

Identify and use 
direct and indirect 
object 

G.1.14 
Identify and use 
pronouns 

Identify and use 
pronouns 

Identify and use 
pronouns 

Identify and use 
pronouns 

Identify and use 
pronouns 

Identify and use 
pronouns 

Identify and use 
pronouns 

Identify and use 
pronouns 

G.1.15 
  State function of 

pronouns 
Explain the function 
of pronouns 

Explain the function 
of pronouns 

Explain the function 
of pronouns 

Explain the function 
of pronouns 

Explain the function 
of pronouns 

G.1.16 

  Recognize the correct 
pronoun in relation to 
the person, form, 
gender and number 
of nouns 

Identify the correct 
pronoun in relation to 
the person, form, 
gender and number 
of nouns 

Apply the correct 
pronoun in relation to 
the person, form, 
gender and number 
of nouns 

Apply the correct 
pronoun-antecedent 
agreement in relation 
to the person, form, 
gender and number 
of nouns 

Apply the correct 
pronoun-antecedent 
agreement in relation 
to the person, form, 
gender and number 
of nouns 

Apply the correct 
pronoun-antecedent 
agreement in relation 
to the person, form, 
gender and number 
of nouns 

G.1.17 
Recognize personal 
pronouns 

Identify and use 
personal pronouns 

Identify and use 
personal pronouns 

Identify and use 
personal pronouns 

Label and use 
personal pronouns 

Label and use 
personal pronouns 

Label and use 
personal pronouns 

Label and use 
personal pronouns 

G.1.18 

Recognize 
possessive pronouns 

Identify and use 
possessive pronouns 

Identify and use 
possessive pronouns 

Identify and use 
possessive pronouns 

Label and use 
possessive pronouns  

Demonstrate correct 
possessive form of 
pronouns 

Demonstrate and 
label correct 
possessive form of 
pronouns 

Demonstrate and 
label correct 
possessive form of 
pronouns 

G.1.19 
Recognize subject 
pronouns 

Recognize subject 
pronouns 

Identify and use 
subject and object 
pronouns 

Identify and use 
subject and object 
pronouns 

Identify and use 
subject and object 
pronouns 

Identify, label and use 
subject and object 
pronouns 

Identify, label and use 
subject and object 
pronouns 

Identify, label and use 
subject and object 
pronouns 

G.1.20 
   Recognize 

interrogative 
pronouns 

Recognize 
interrogative 
pronouns 

Identify and use 
interrogative 
pronouns 

Identify, label and use 
interrogative 
pronouns 

Identify, label and use 
interrogative 
pronouns 

G.1.21 
   Recognize 

demonstrative 
pronouns 

Identify 
demonstrative 
pronouns 

Identify, label and use 
demonstrative 
pronouns 

Identify, label and use 
demonstrative 
pronouns 

Identify, label and use 
demonstrative 
pronouns 

G.1.22* 
Identify and use 
action verbs 

Identify and use 
action verbs 

Identify and use 
action verbs 

Identify, label and use 
action verbs 

Identify, label and use 
action verbs 

Identify, label and use 
action verbs 

Identify, label and use 
action verbs 

Identify, label and use 
action verbs 
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 Grade 1 Grade 2 Grade 3 Grade 4 Grade 5 Grade 6 Grade 7 Grade 8 
 
G.1.23 Conjugate verbs Conjugate verbs Conjugate verbs Conjugate verbs Conjugate verbs Conjugate verbs Conjugate verbs Conjugate verbs 

G.1.24* 

Recognize that verbs 
convey a sense of 
past, present, and 
future 

Identify past, present, 
and future tense of 
verbs 

Form and use simple 
verb tense 

Form and use verb 
tense 

Form, label and use 
verb tense 

Form, label and use 
verb tense 

Form, label and use 
verb tense 

Form, label and use 
verb tense 

G.1.25 
   Recognize 

inappropriate shifts in 
verb tense and forms 

Identify and correct 
inappropriate shifts in 
verb tense and forms 

Identify and correct 
inappropriate shifts in 
verb tense and forms 

Identify and correct 
inappropriate shifts in 
verb tense and forms 

Identify and correct 
inappropriate shifts in 
verb tense and forms 

G.1.26 
  Recognize 

linking/state of being 
verbs 

Identity linking/state 
of being verbs 

Identity linking/state 
of being verbs 

Identify, label and use 
linking/state of being 

Identify, label and use 
linking/state of being 

Identify, label and use 
linking/state of being 

G.1.27 
  Recognize 

auxiliary/helping 
verbs 

Identify and use 
auxiliary/helping 
verbs 

Identify and use 
auxiliary/helping 
verbs 

Identify, label and use 
auxiliary/helping 
verbs 

Identify, label and use 
auxiliary/helping 
verbs 

Identify, label and use 
auxiliary/helping 
verbs 

G.1.28 
    Recognize transitive 

and intransitive verbs 
Identify and use 
transitive and 
intransitive verbs 

Identify, label and use 
transitive and 
intransitive verbs 

Identify, label and use 
transitive and 
intransitive verbs 

G.1.29 

 Recognize and form 
the past tense of 
common irregular 
verbs 

Use consistent tense 
and form with 
irregular verbs 

Use consistent tense 
and form with 
irregular verbs 

Identify and use 
irregular verbs 

Identify, label and use 
irregular verbs 

Identify, label and use 
irregular verbs 

Identify, label and use 
irregular verbs 

G.1.30 

    Recognize active and 
passive voice 

Identify active and 
passive voice 

Identify passive and 
active voice, 
choosing active voice 
to produce clear, 
concise writing 

Identify passive and 
active voice, 
choosing active voice 
to produce clear, 
concise writing 

G.1.31 

       Recognize and 
correct inappropriate 
shifts in verb voice 
and mood 

G.1.32 

     Identify imperative 
mood 

Identify imperative 
mood 

Form and use verbs 
in the indicative, 
imperative, 
interrogative, 
conditional and 
subjunctive moods  

G.1.33 

    Recognize verb 
phrases 

Identify and use verb 
phrases 

Identify and use 
verbals and verbal 
phrases (gerunds, 
participles and 
infinitives) 

Identify and use 
verbals and verbal 
phrases (gerunds, 
participles and 
infinitives) 
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 Grade 1 Grade 2 Grade 3 Grade 4 Grade 5 Grade 6 Grade 7 Grade 8 
 

G.1.34 

 Recognize subject-
predicate agreement  

Practice subject-
predicate agreement 

Use subject-predicate 
agreement and 
recognize verbs that 
agrees with 
compound subject 

Use subject-predicate 
agreement and 
recognize verbs that 
agrees with 
compound subject 

Use subject-predicate 
agreement and 
recognize verbs that 
agrees with 
compound subject 

Apply subject-
predicate agreement 
correctly and identify 
verbs that agrees 
with compound 
subject 

Apply subject-
predicate agreement 
correctly and identify 
verbs that agrees 
with compound 
subject 

G.1.35 
  Recognize perfect 

verb forms 
Identify and use 
perfect verb forms 

Form and use the 
perfect verb forms 

Identify and properly 
use present perfect 
verb forms 

Identify and properly 
use present perfect 
verb forms 

Identify and properly 
use present perfect 
verb forms 

G.1.36 
Recognize adjectives Identify and use 

adjectives 
Identify and use 
adjectives 

Identify and use 
adjectives 

Identify, label and use 
adjectives 

Identify, label and use 
adjectives 

Identify, label and use 
adjectives 

Identify, label and use 
adjectives 

G.1.37 
Recognize articles Use articles Identify and use 

articles 
Identify and use 
articles 

Identify and use 
articles 

Identify, label and use 
articles 

Identify, label and use 
articles 

Identify, label and use 
articles 

G.1.38 
  Recognize types of 

adjectives 
Classify and use 
types of adjectives 

Classify and use 
types of adjectives 

Classify, label and 
use types of 
adjectives 

Classify, label and 
use types of 
adjectives 

Classify, label and 
use types of 
adjectives 

G.1.39 
  Recognize adverbs Identify adverbs Identify and use 

adverbs 
Identify, label and use 
adverbs 

Identify, label and use 
adverbs 

Identify, label and use 
adverbs 

G.1.40 

   Recognize adjective 
and adverb modifiers 

Identify and use 
adjective and adverb 
modifiers 

Identify and use 
adjective and adverb 
modifiers 

Identify, label and use 
modifiers such as 
adjectives and adverb 
phrases; identify the 
word they modify 

Identify, label and use 
modifiers such as 
adjectives and adverb 
phrases; identify the 
word they modify 

G.1.41 
  Recognize adverbs 

as time, place and 
manner 

Classify adverbs as 
time, place and 
manner 

Classify adverbs as 
time, place and 
manner 

Classify adverbs as 
time, place and 
manner 

Classify adverbs as 
time, place and 
manner 

Classify adverbs as 
time, place and 
manner 

G.1.42 
     Recognize 

intensifiers 
Use intensifiers 
appropriately 

Use intensifiers 
appropriately 

G.1.43 
   Recognize correct 

use of negatives 
Use negatives 
correctly 

Use negatives 
correctly 

Use negatives 
correctly 

Use negatives 
correctly 

G.1.44 
 Recognize 

conjunctions 
Identify and use 
conjunctions 

Identify and use 
conjunctions 

Identify and use 
conjunctions 

Identify, label and use 
conjunctions 

Identify, label and use 
conjunctions 

Identify, label and use 
conjunctions 

G.1.45 
    Recognize 

interjections  
Identify, label and use 
interjections  

Identify, label and use 
interjections 

Identify, label and use 
interjections 

G.1.46 
Recognize correct 
homophones 

Identify and use 
homophones 
correctly 

Identify and use 
homophones 
correctly 

Identify and use 
homophones 
correctly 

Identify and use 
homophones 
correctly 

Identify, distinguish 
and use homophones 
correctly 

Identify, distinguish 
and use homophones 
correctly 

Identify, distinguish 
and use homophones 
correctly 

G.1.47 

Recognize the 
subject and predicate 
in a sentence 

Identify the simple 
and complete subject 
and predicate in a 
sentence 

Identify the simple 
and complete subject 
and predicate in a 
sentence 

Identify, label and 
define simple and 
complete subject, 
simple and complete 
predicate 

Identify, label and 
define simple and 
complete subject, 
simple and complete 
predicate 

Identify, label and 
define simple and 
complete subject, 
simple and complete 
predicate 

Identify, label and 
define simple and 
complete subject, 
simple and complete 
predicate 

Identify, label and 
define simple and 
complete subject, 
simple and complete 
predicate 
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 Grade 1 Grade 2 Grade 3 Grade 4 Grade 5 Grade 6 Grade 7 Grade 8 
 

G.1.48 

 Recognize compound 
subjects and 
compound predicates 

Identify compound 
subjects and 
compound predicates 

Identify, label and use 
compound subjects 
and compound 
predicates 

Identify, label and use 
compound subjects 
and compound 
predicates 

Identify, label and use 
compound subjects 
and compound 
predicates 

Identify, label and use 
compound subjects 
and compound 
predicates 

 

G.1.49 

 Recognize compound 
sentences 

Recognize compound 
sentences 

Recognize compound 
and complex 
sentences 

Use simple, 
compound and 
complex sentences 

Use simple, 
compound and 
complex sentences 

Use simple, 
compound and 
complex sentences 

Use simple, 
compound, complex, 
and compound- 
complex sentences 

G.1.50 

Recognize sentence 
fragments and run-
ons 

Recognize sentence 
fragments and run-
ons 

Produce complete 
sentences avoiding 
fragments and run-
ons 

Produce complete 
sentences avoiding 
fragments and run-
ons 

Identify, edit, and 
create sentences 
avoiding fragments 
and run-ons 

Identify, edit, and 
create sentences 
avoiding fragments 
and run-ons 

Identify, edit, and 
create sentences 
avoiding rhetorically 
poor fragments and 
run-ons 

Identify, edit, and 
create sentences 
avoiding rhetorically 
poor fragments and 
run-ons 

G.1.51 
  Identify and apply 

subject understood of 
a sentence 

Identify and apply 
subject understood of 
a sentence 

Identify and apply 
subject understood of 
a sentence 

Identify and apply 
subject understood of 
a sentence 

Identify and apply 
subject understood of 
a sentence 

Identify and apply 
subject understood of 
a sentence 

G.1.52 

Recognize command, 
question, 
exclamation, and 
statement sentences  

Produce and 
punctuate command, 
question, 
exclamation, and 
statement sentences  

Recognize, produce 
and punctuate 
declarative, 
interrogative, 
exclamatory and 
imperative sentences  

Produce and 
punctuate 
declarative, 
interrogative, 
exclamatory and 
imperative sentences 

Produce and 
punctuate 
declarative, 
interrogative, 
exclamatory and 
imperative sentences 

Label, produce and 
punctuate 
declarative, 
interrogative, 
exclamatory and 
imperative sentences 

Label, produce and 
punctuate 
declarative, 
interrogative, 
exclamatory and 
imperative sentences 

Label, produce and 
punctuate 
declarative, 
interrogative, 
exclamatory and 
imperative sentences 

G.1.53 
Produce 
grammatically correct 
work 

Produce 
grammatically correct 
work 

Produce 
grammatically correct 
work 

Produce 
grammatically correct 
work 

Produce 
grammatically correct 
work 

Produce 
grammatically correct 
work 

Produce 
grammatically correct 
work 

Produce 
grammatically correct 
work 

 

G.2 Observe conventions of capitalization* 
 

G.2.1 

Recognize 
capitalization of 
proper nouns and 
appropriate pronouns 

Apply capitalization 
rules for proper 
nouns and 
appropriate pronouns  

Identify and use 
capitalization rules 
proper nouns and 
appropriate pronouns 

Define and apply 
rules of proper noun 
and appropriate 
pronouns 
capitalization 

Define and apply 
rules of proper noun 
and appropriate 
pronouns 
capitalization 

Define and apply 
rules of proper noun 
and appropriate 
pronouns 
capitalization 

Define and apply 
rules of proper noun 
and appropriate 
pronouns 
capitalization 

Define and apply 
rules of proper noun 
and appropriate 
pronouns 
capitalization 

G.2.2* 

Capitalize first word 
in a sentence 

Capitalize first word 
in a sentence 

Capitalize first words 
of: quotations, 
dialogue, poetry lines, 
outlines 

Capitalize first words 
of: quotations, 
dialogue, poetry lines, 
outlines 

Capitalize first words 
of: quotations, 
dialogue, poetry lines, 
outlines 

Capitalize first words 
of: quotations, 
dialogue, poetry lines, 
outlines 

Capitalize first words 
of: quotations, 
dialogue, poetry lines, 
outlines 

Capitalize first words 
of: quotations, 
dialogue, poetry lines, 
outlines 

G.2.3 
 

Recognize 
capitalization rules for 
parts of a letter 

Apply capitalization 
rules for parts of a 
letter 

Apply capitalization 
rules for parts of a 
letter 

Apply capitalization 
rules for parts of a 
letter 

Apply capitalization 
rules for parts of a 
letter 

Apply capitalization 
rules for parts of a 
letter 

Apply capitalization 
rules for parts of a 
letter 
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 Grade 1 Grade 2 Grade 3 Grade 4 Grade 5 Grade 6 Grade 7 Grade 8 
 

G.2.4 

Capitalize names 
from Bible, 
abbreviations of title 
of religious persons 
(Fr., Sr., etc.)  

Capitalize names 
from Bible, 
abbreviations of title 
of religious persons 
(Fr., Sr., etc.) 

Capitalize names 
from Bible, 
abbreviations of title 
of religious persons 
(Fr., Sr., etc.) 

Capitalize names 
from Bible, 
abbreviations of title 
of religious persons 
(Fr., Sr., etc.) 

Capitalize names 
from Bible, 
abbreviations of title 
of religious persons 
(Fr., Sr., etc.) 

Capitalize names 
from Bible, 
abbreviations of title 
of religious persons 
(Fr., Sr., etc.) 

Capitalize names 
from Bible, 
abbreviations of title 
of religious persons 
(Fr., Sr., etc.) 

Capitalize names 
from Bible, 
abbreviations of title 
of religious persons 
(Fr., Sr., etc.) 

G.2.5 

Capitalize Mass, 
Liturgy, God, all 
pronouns related to 
the Holy Trinity, 
names of sacraments 
and other Catholic 
terminology  

Capitalize Mass, 
Liturgy, God, all 
pronouns related to 
the Holy Trinity, 
names of sacraments 
and other Catholic 
terminology  

Capitalize Mass, 
Liturgy, God, all 
pronouns related to 
the Holy Trinity, 
names of sacraments 
and other Catholic 
terminology  

Capitalize Mass, 
Liturgy, God, all 
pronouns related to 
the Holy Trinity, 
names of sacraments 
and other Catholic 
terminology  

Capitalize Mass, 
Liturgy, God, all 
pronouns related to 
the Holy Trinity, 
names of sacraments 
and other Catholic 
terminology  

Capitalize Mass, 
Liturgy, God, all 
pronouns related to 
the Holy Trinity, 
names of sacraments 
and other Catholic 
terminology  

Capitalize Mass, 
Liturgy, God, all 
pronouns related to 
the Holy Trinity, 
names of sacraments 
and other Catholic 
terminology  

Capitalize Mass, 
Liturgy, God, all 
pronouns related to 
the Holy Trinity, 
names of sacraments 
and other Catholic 
terminology  

 

G.3 Observe conventions of punctuation* 
 

G.3.1* 

Apply end 
punctuation for 
sentences, including 
periods, question 
marks, and 
exclamation points 

Apply end 
punctuation for 
sentences, including 
periods, question 
marks, and 
exclamation points 

Apply correct 
punctuation in written 
work including end 
marks, commas and 
apostrophes 

Apply correct 
punctuation in written 
work including end 
marks, commas and 
apostrophes 

Identify and use the 
following marks of 
punctuation: comma, 
quotation marks, 
apostrophe, hyphen, 
colon and semi-colon 

Identify and use a 
comma, colon and 
semi-colon, hyphen, 
dash, parentheses, 
and bracketing 
appropriately 

Identify and correctly 
use a hyphen, dash, 
parentheses, 
bracketing and 
semicolon 

Identify and use a 
semicolon, colon, 
hyphen, parentheses, 
bracketing and 
ellipses appropriately 

G.3.2 

Correctly apply 
commas to separate 
single words in series 
and lists 

Correctly apply 
commas to separate 
single words in series 
and lists 

Correctly apply 
commas to separate 
single words in series 
and lists 

Correctly apply 
commas to separate 
single words in series 
and lists 

Correctly apply 
commas to separate 
single words in series 
and lists 

Correctly apply 
commas to separate 
single words in series 
and lists 

Correctly apply 
commas to separate 
single words in series 
and lists 

Correctly apply 
commas to separate 
single words in series 
and lists 

G.3.3 

Apply commas in 
dates  

Apply commas in 
dates, greetings and 
closing letters 

Apply commas with 
dates, greetings, 
closing letters, 
conjunctions in a 
compound sentence, 
interjections, 
introductory phrases 
and clauses 

Apply commas with 
dates, greetings, 
closing letters, direct 
quotes, conjunctions 
in a compound 
sentence, 
interjections, 
introductory phrases 
and clauses 

Apply commas with 
dates, greetings, 
closing letters, direct 
quotes, conjunctions 
in a compound 
sentence, 
interjections, 
introductory phrases 
and clauses, and 
introductory element 
from the rest of the 
sentence 

Apply commas with 
dates, greetings, 
closing letters, direct 
quotes, conjunctions 
in a compound 
sentence, 
interjections, 
introductory phrases 
and clauses, 
introductory element 
from the rest of the 
sentence, 
punctuating 
subordinate clauses, 
and to begin a 
sentence and after 
introductory words to 

Apply commas with 
dates, greetings, 
closing letters, direct 
quotes, conjunctions 
in a compound 
sentence, 
interjections, 
introductory phrases 
and clauses, 
introductory element 
from the rest of the 
sentence, 
punctuating 
subordinate clauses, 
and to begin a 
sentence and after 
introductory words to 

Apply commas with 
dates, greetings, 
closing letters, direct 
quotes, conjunctions 
in a compound 
sentence, 
interjections, 
introductory phrases 
and clauses, 
introductory element 
from the rest of the 
sentence, 
punctuating 
subordinate clauses, 
and to begin a 
sentence and after 
introductory words to 
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 Grade 1 Grade 2 Grade 3 Grade 4 Grade 5 Grade 6 Grade 7 Grade 8 
 

set off interrupters, 
nouns of direct 
address and 
appositives 

set off interrupters, 
nouns of direct 
address and 
appositives 

set off interrupters, 
nouns of direct 
address and 
appositives 

G.3.4 
 Use comma to 

separate city and 
state 

Use comma to 
separate city and 
state 

Use comma to 
separate city and 
state 

Use comma to 
separate city and 
state 

Use comma to 
separate city and 
state 

Use comma to 
separate city and 
state 

Use comma to 
separate city and 
state 

G.3.5 

    

 

Use commas to 
separate coordinate 
adjectives (e.g. It was 
a fascinating, 
enjoyable movie.) 

Use commas to 
separate coordinate 
adjectives (e.g. It was 
a fascinating, 
enjoyable movie.) 

Use commas to 
separate coordinate 
adjectives (e.g. It was 
a fascinating, 
enjoyable movie.) 

G.3.6 
    

 
Use a semicolon to 
connect main clauses 

Use a semicolon to 
connect main clauses 

Use a semicolon to 
connect main clauses 

G.3.7 

Recognize an 
apostrophe 

Recognize and use 
apostrophes to form 
contractions and 
common possessives 

Identify and use 
apostrophe to show 
possession and to 
form contractions 

Identify and use 
apostrophe to show 
possession and to 
form contractions 

Identify and use 
apostrophe to show 
possession and to 
form contractions 

Identify and use 
apostrophe to show 
possession and to 
form contractions 

Identify and use 
apostrophe to show 
possession and to 
form contractions 

Identify and use 
apostrophe to show 
possession and to 
form contractions 

G.3.8 

 Identify use of 
quotation marks in 
dialogue 

Recognize and apply 
correct use of 
quotation marks in 
dialogue 

Apply quotation 
marks to dialogue 
and quotations from a 
text 

Apply quotation 
marks to dialogue 
and quotations from a 
text 

Apply quotation 
marks to dialogue 
and quotations from a 
text 

Apply quotation 
marks to dialogue 
and quotations from a 
text 

Apply quotation 
marks to dialogue 
and quotations from a 
text 

G.3.9 

  Recognize use of 
underlining, quotation 
marks or italics to 
indicate titles of 
works 

Recognize use of 
underlining, quotation 
marks or italics to 
indicate titles of 
works 

Identify and apply 
underlining, quotation 
marks or italics to 
indicate titles of 
works 

Identify and apply 
underlining, quotation 
marks or italics to 
indicate titles of 
works 

Identify and apply 
underlining, quotation 
marks or italics to 
indicate titles of 
works 

Identify and apply 
underlining, quotation 
marks or italics to 
indicate titles of 
works 

G.3.10 

Recognize the effect 
of punctuation marks 
and typed variations 
on meaning 

Recognize the effect 
of punctuation marks 
and typed variations 
on meaning 

Recognize the effect 
of punctuation marks 
and typed variations 
on meaning 

Recognize the effect 
of punctuation marks 
and typed variations 
on meaning 

Recognize the effect 
of punctuation marks 
and typed variations 
on meaning 

Recognize the effect 
of punctuation marks 
and typed variations 
on meaning 

Recognize the effect 
of punctuation marks 
and typed variations 
on meaning 

Recognize the effect 
of punctuation marks 
and typed variations 
on meaning 

G.3.11 
 Avoid over and under 

use of punctuation 
Avoid over and under 
use of punctuation 

Avoid over and under 
use of punctuation 

Avoid over and under 
use of punctuation 

Avoid over and under 
use of punctuation 

Avoid over and under 
use of punctuation 

Avoid over and under 
use of punctuation 

 

G.4 Observe conventions of spelling* 

 

G.4.1* Use spelling patterns 
and generalizations 
(e.g. word families, 
position-based 
spelling, syllable 
patterns, ending 

Use spelling patterns 
and generalizations 
(e.g. word families, 
position-based 
spelling, syllable 
patterns, ending 

Use spelling patterns 
and generalizations 
(e.g. word families, 
position-based 
spelling, syllable 
patterns, ending 

Use spelling patterns 
and generalizations 
(e.g. word families, 
position-based 
spelling, syllable 
patterns, ending 

Use spelling patterns 
and generalizations 
(e.g. word families, 
position-based 
spelling, syllable 
patterns, ending 

Use spelling patterns 
and generalizations 
(e.g. word families, 
position-based 
spelling, syllable 
patterns, ending 

Use spelling patterns 
and generalizations 
(e.g. word families, 
position-based 
spelling, syllable 
patterns, ending 

Use spelling patterns 
and generalizations 
(e.g. word families, 
position-based 
spelling, syllable 
patterns, ending 
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 Grade 1 Grade 2 Grade 3 Grade 4 Grade 5 Grade 6 Grade 7 Grade 8 
 

rules, meaningful 
word parts) in writing 
words 

rules, meaningful 
word parts) in writing 
words 

rules, meaningful 
word parts) in writing 
words 

rules, meaningful 
word parts) in writing 
words 

rules, meaningful 
word parts) in writing 
words 

rules, meaningful 
word parts) in writing 
words 

rules, meaningful 
word parts) in writing 
words 

rules, meaningful 
word parts) in writing 
words 

G.4.2* Apply phonetic 
sounds and patterns 

Apply phonetic 
sounds and patterns 

Apply phonetic 
sounds and patterns 

Apply phonetic 
sounds and patterns 

Apply phonetic 
sounds and patterns 

Apply phonetic 
sounds and patterns 

Apply phonetic 
sounds and patterns 

Apply phonetic 
sounds and patterns 

G.4.3* Recognize word 
families  Identify root words Identify root words Identify root words Identify root words Identify root words Identify root words Identify root words 

G.4.4* Form new words 
through addition, 
deletion and 
substitution of sound 
and letters (e.g. an-
man-mat-mast-must-
rust-crust) 

Form new words 
through addition, 
deletion, and 
substitution of 
prefixes, suffixes, and 
creation of compound 
words  

Form new words 
through addition, 
deletion, and 
substitution of 
prefixes, suffixes, and 
creation of compound 
words  

Form new words 
through addition, 
deletion, and 
substitution of 
prefixes, suffixes, and 
creation of compound 
words  

Form new words 
through addition, 
deletion, and 
substitution of 
prefixes, suffixes, and 
creation of compound 
words  

Form new words 
through addition, 
deletion, and 
substitution of 
prefixes, suffixes, and 
creation of compound 
words  

Form new words 
through addition, 
deletion, and 
substitution of 
prefixes, suffixes, and 
creation of compound 
words  

Form new words 
through addition, 
deletion, and 
substitution of 
prefixes, suffixes, and 
creation of compound 
words  

G.4.5 Spell grade 
appropriate words 
correctly in all written 
work, consulting 
references as needed 
(e.g. Word Wall, 
dictionary) 

Spell grade 
appropriate words 
correctly in all written 
work, consulting 
references as needed 
(e.g. Word Wall, 
dictionary) 

Spell grade 
appropriate words 
correctly in all written 
work, consulting 
references as needed 
(e.g. Word Wall, 
dictionary) 

Spell grade 
appropriate words 
correctly in all written 
work, consulting 
references as needed 
(e.g. Word Wall, 
dictionary) 

Spell grade 
appropriate words 
correctly in all written 
work, consulting 
references as needed 
(e.g. Word Wall, 
dictionary) 

Spell grade 
appropriate words 
correctly in all written 
work, consulting 
references as needed 
(e.g. Word Wall, 
dictionary) 

Spell grade 
appropriate words 
correctly in all written 
work, consulting 
references as needed 
(e.g. Word Wall, 
dictionary) 

Spell grade 
appropriate words 
correctly in all written 
work, consulting 
references as needed 
(e.g. Word Wall, 
dictionary) 

G.4.6* Identify and create 
contractions correctly 

Identify and create 
contractions correctly 

Identify and create 
contractions correctly 

Identify and create 
contractions correctly 

Identify and create 
contractions correctly 

Identify and create 
contractions correctly 

Identify and create 
contractions correctly 

Identify and create 
contractions correctly 

G.4.7 Develop dictionary 
strategies (print and 
digital) and consult 
reference materials 
as needed to check 
and correct spelling 

Develop dictionary 
strategies (print and 
digital) and consult 
reference materials 
as needed to check 
and correct spelling 

Apply dictionary 
strategies (print and 
digital) and consult 
reference materials 
as needed to check 
and correct spelling 

Apply dictionary 
strategies (print and 
digital) and consult 
reference materials 
as needed to check 
and correct spelling 

Apply dictionary 
strategies (print and 
digital) and consult 
reference materials 
as needed to check 
and correct spelling 

Apply dictionary 
strategies (print and 
digital) and consult 
reference materials 
as needed to check 
and correct spelling 

Apply dictionary 
strategies (print and 
digital) and consult 
reference materials 
as needed to check 
and correct spelling 

Apply dictionary 
strategies (print and 
digital) and consult 
reference materials 
as needed to check 
and correct spelling 

G.4.8 Demonstrate various 
methods for 
learning/studying 
words 

Demonstrate various 
methods for 
learning/studying 
words 

Demonstrate various 
methods for 
learning/studying 
words 

Demonstrate various 
methods for 
learning/studying 
words 

Demonstrate various 
methods for 
learning/studying 
words 

Demonstrate various 
methods for 
learning/studying 
words 

Demonstrate various 
methods for 
learning/studying 
words 

Demonstrate various 
methods for 
learning/studying 
words 

G.4.9 Detect common 
spelling errors: 
substitutions, 
reversals, omissions, 
additions 

Detect common 
spelling errors: 
substitutions, 
reversals, omissions, 
additions 

Detect common 
spelling errors: 
substitutions, 
reversals, omissions, 
additions 

Detect common 
spelling errors: 
substitutions, 
reversals, omissions, 
additions 

Detect common 
spelling errors: 
substitutions, 
reversals, omissions, 
additions 

Detect common 
spelling errors: 
substitutions, 
reversals, omissions, 
additions 

Detect common 
spelling errors: 
substitutions, 
reversals, omissions, 
additions 

Detect common 
spelling errors: 
substitutions, 
reversals, omissions, 
additions 
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S. SPEAKING AND LISTENING - EARLY CHILDHOOD 
The catechesis that takes place within the religion curriculum of the school and throughout the entire academic curriculum needs to: Promote knowledge of the faith; Promote 

knowledge of the meaning of the Liturgy and the sacraments; Promote moral formation in Jesus Christ; Teach the Christian how to pray with Christ; Prepare the Christian to live in 
community and to participate actively in the life and mission of the Church; and Promote a missionary spirit that prepares the faithful to be present as Christians in society. 

 

Students will… 
 3-Year-Old Kindergarten 4-Year-Old-Kindergarten 5-Year-Old-Kindergarten 

 

S.1 Participate, initiate and engage in conversations with peers and adults about age appropriate topics and texts being studied in class. 

 

S.1.1 
Use movement or behavior to initiate interaction with a 
person, animal or object (e.g. offers a doll to a friend) [EC 
D.2.1(3a), D.2.4(3d)] 

Use movement or behavior to initiate interaction with a 
person, animal or object (e.g. offers a doll to a friend) [EC 
D.2.4(4d)] 

Use movement or behavior to initiate interaction with a 
person, animal or object (e.g. offers a doll to a friend) 

S.1.2 
Use non-verbal communication much like an adult (e.g. 
waves goodbye) [EC D.2.1(3b)] 

Use non-verbal communication much like an adult (e.g. 
waves goodbye) [EC D.2.1(4)] 

Use non-verbal communication much like an adult (e.g. 
waves goodbye) [EC D.2.1(5)] 

S.1.3 
Responds appropriately when asked to identify familiar 
objects/person/body parts (nouns) or when asked to run, 
walk or jump (action words, verbs) [EC D.1.2(3a)] 

Responds appropriately when asked to identify familiar 
objects/person/body parts (nouns) or when asked to run, 
walk or jump (action words, verbs) [EC D.1.2(4a)] 

Responds appropriately when asked to identify familiar 
objects/person/body parts (nouns) or when asked to run, 
walk or jump (action words, verbs) [EC D.1.2(5a)] 

S.1.4 
Works on taking turns during discussion [EC D.1.2(3d), 
D.2.4(3a)] 

Works on taking turns during discussion [EC D.2.4(4a)] Works on taking turns during discussion  

S.1.5 
 Responds and extends a topic through multiple turns [EC 

D.1.2(4c), D.2.4(4f)] 
Responds and extends a topic through multiple turns [EC 
D.1.2(5c), D.2.4(5c)] 

S.1.6 
Demonstrate respectful posture, eye contact and silence 
when listening to others 

Demonstrate respectful posture, eye contact and silence 
when listening to others [EC D.2.2(4d)] 

Demonstrate respectful posture, eye contact and silence 
when listening to others 

S.1.7 
Responds to increasingly complex language structures, 
including comments, requests and questions [EC D.1.2(3b), 
D.2.4(3e)] 

Responds to increasingly complex language structures, 
including comments, requests and questions [EC D.1.2(4b)] 

Responds to increasingly complex language structures, 
including comments, requests and questions [EC D.1.2(5b)] 

S.1.8 Practice respecting others who are talking [EC D.1.2(3c)] Respects others who are talking [EC D.1.2(4d)] Respects others who are talking [EC D.1.2(5d)] 

S.1.9 
 

Comment on as well as produce and comprehend words 
(e.g. "Hats are different sizes and shapes.") [EC D.2.3(4c)] 

Comment on as well as produce and comprehend words 
(e.g. "Hats are different sizes and shapes.") [EC D.2.3(5b)] 

S.1.10 Refrain from outbursts and interruptions Refrain from outbursts and interruptions Refrain from outbursts and interruptions 

S.1.11 
Ask many questions with "W-questions" to obtain 
information (e.g. "Where do you live?") [EC D.2.3(3b)] 

Ask many questions with "W-questions" to obtain 
information (e.g. "Where do you live?") [EC D.2.3(4b)] 

Ask many questions with "W-questions" to obtain 
information (e.g. "Where do you live?") [EC D.2.3(5a)] 

S.1.13 

Determine how much information a listener needs based on 
an awareness of listener's role and understanding (e.g. 
child stops talking if the other person is not listening) [EC 
D.2.4(3b)] 

Determine how much information a listener needs based on 
an awareness of listener's role and understanding (e.g. 
child stops talking if the other person is not listening) [EC 
D.2.4(4b)] 

Determine how much information a listener needs based on 
an awareness of listener's role and understanding (e.g. 
child stops talking if the other person is not listening) [EC 
D.2.4(5a)] 

S.1.14 Explore conversation strategies [EC D.2.4(3c, f)] Explore conversation strategies [EC D.2.4(4c-g)] Explore conversation strategies [EC D.1.2(5c)] 

S.1.17 
 Recognize transitional and signal words and phrases [EC 

D.3.1(4g)] 
Recognize transitional and signal words and phrases 
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 3-Year-Old Kindergarten 4-Year-Old-Kindergarten 5-Year-Old-Kindergarten 
 

S.2 Orally communicate information, opinions, and ideas effectively to different audiences. 
 

S.2.1 

Use multi-word sentences (parts of speech, word order and 
sentence structure) like that of an adult (e.g. "I think I want 
to plant a garden." Begin to use plurals (cats), pronouns (I, 
he, they) and past tense (walked) (e.g. "I want grapes.") 
[EC D.2.2(3a-b)] 

Use multi-word sentences (parts of speech, word order and 
sentence structure) like that of an adult (e.g. "I think I want 
to plant a garden." Begin to use plurals (cats), pronouns (I, 
he, they) and past tense (walked) (e.g. "I want grapes.”) 
[EC D.2.2(4a-b)] 

Use multi-word sentences (parts of speech, word order and 
sentence structure) like that of an adult (e.g. "I think I want 
to plant a garden.") [EC D.2.2(5a)] 

 

S.2.2 

 Speak clearly and fluently using clear enunciation, good 
phrasing and appropriate tone. Apply basic skills in 
speaking including eye contact, volume, projection, tone, 
rate and articulation [EC D.2.2(4c-d)] 

With support, speak with appropriate volume, enunciation, 
rate, fluency, expression, eye contact, projection, tone and 
articulation [EC D.2.2(5b-c)] 

S.2.3 
Use appropriate manners and speech when addressing 
individuals or groups 

Use appropriate manners and speech when addressing 
individuals or groups 

Use appropriate manners and speech when addressing 
individuals or groups 

S.2.5   Verbally present information and use visuals [EC D.2.3(5f)] 

S.2.6 
  Use technology to acquire and communicate information 

[EC D.3.2(5m)] 

S.2.8 

Begin to join in saying favorite rhymes and songs that 
repeat sounds and words. Participate in group recitation 
such as rhymes, riddles, chorals, echoes and prayers [EC 
D.3.1(3a, c), D.3.2(3a)] 

Participate in group recitation such as rhymes, riddles, 
chorals, echoes and prayers [EC D.1.1(4a), D.3.1(4e)] 

Participate in group recitation such as rhymes, riddles, 
chorals, echoes and prayers [EC D.3.1(5e)] 

S.2.9 
Demonstrate creativity in speech through the use of role 
playing/dramatization.  

Demonstrate creativity in speech through the use of role 
playing/dramatization. [EC D.2.4(4j)] 

Demonstrate creativity in speech through the use of role 
playing/dramatization [EC D.2.4(5h)] 

S.2.10 
Participate in dramatic activities such as plays and 
programs 

Participate in dramatic activities such as plays and 
programs [EC D.2.4(4k)] 

Participate in dramatic activities such as Christmas plays 
and programs [EC D.2.4(5i)] 

S.2.11   Lector at Mass and prayer services 

S.2.12 Participate in impromptu prayer intentions [(EC D.2.4(3h)] Participate in impromptu prayer intentions [EC D.2.4(4i)] Lead impromptu prayer and intentions [EC D.2.4(5g)] 

S.2.13 
Participate in the daily pledge (i.e. Pledge of Allegiance, 
school mission, creed) [EC D.2.4(3g)] 

Participate in the daily pledge (i.e. Pledge of Allegiance, 
school mission, creed) [EC D.2.4(4h)] 

Lead daily pledge (i.e. Pledge of Allegiance, school 
mission, creed) [EC D.2.4(5f)] 

S.2.14 
  Make introductions with courtesy and clarity and use 

appropriate etiquette when expressing thanks and receiving 
praise 

S.2.15   Tell a story with expression 

S.2.16 
  Describe familiar people, places, things and events, and 

with prompting and support, provide additional details 

 

S.3 Practice the steps to focused listening. 

 

S.3.1 
Demonstrate understanding and listening skills by attending 
and responding appropriately [EC D.1.1(3b)] 

Demonstrate understanding and listening skills by attending 
and responding appropriately [EC 4D.1.1(4c)] 

Demonstrates understanding and listening skills by 
attending and responding appropriately [EC D.1.1(5c)] 

S.3.2  Stop what they are doing and saying (calm themselves) Stop what they are doing and saying (calm themselves) 

S.3.3   Clear away distractions 
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 3-Year-Old Kindergarten 4-Year-Old-Kindergarten 5-Year-Old-Kindergarten 
 

S.3.4   Look toward the focal point 

S.3.5 
  Be able to tell the person what was heard or ask a question 

of the speaker 

S.3.6  Ignore or accommodate for distractions while listening Ignore or accommodate for distractions while listening 

S.3.7  Listen and apply information in a group Listen and apply information in a group 

 

S.4 Confirm understanding of ideas presented orally or through media. 

 
S.4.1  Retell information [EC D.2.3(4d)] Retell information [EC D2.3(5e)] 

S.4.2 
 Shows understanding of concept words and sequence of 

events [EC D.1.1(4b)] 
Shows understanding of concept words and sequence of 
events [EC D.1.1(5b)] 

S.4.3 
  Ask and answer questions about key details of information 

presented to get information, seek help or clarify something 
not understood 

S.4.6 
Answer questions to demonstrate comprehension [EC 
D.2.3(3c)] 

Answer questions to demonstrate comprehension [EC 
D.2.3(4d)] 

Answer questions to demonstrate comprehension [EC 
D.2.3(5d)] 

S.4.8 
Understands and carries out a one-step direction [EC 
D.1.3(3a)] 

Understands and carries out a two-step direction [EC 
D.1.3(4a)] 

Understands and carries out a two-step direction [EC 
D.1.3(5a)] 

S.4.9 
Follows a series of two-step-directions [EC D.1.3(3b)] Follows a series of three or more multi-step directions [EC 

D.1.3(4b)] 
Follows a series of three or more multi-step directions [EC 
D.1.3(5b)] 

S.4.14  Attend a theatrical performance [EC D.1.1(4d)] Attend a theatrical performance [EC D.1.1(5d)] 

S.4.15   Demonstrate appropriate applause and audience etiquette 
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S. SPEAKING AND LISTENING - ELEMENTARY AND MIDDLE SCHOOL 
The catechesis that takes place within the religion curriculum of the school and throughout the entire academic curriculum needs to: Promote knowledge of the faith; Promote 

knowledge of the meaning of the Liturgy and the sacraments; Promote moral formation in Jesus Christ; Teach the Christian how to pray with Christ; Prepare the Christian to live in 
community and to participate actively in the life and mission of the Church; and Promote a missionary spirit that prepares the faithful to be present as Christians in society. 

 
Students will… 
 Grade 1 Grade 2 Grade 3 Grade 4 Grade 5 Grade 6 Grade 7 Grade 8 
 

S.1 Participate, initiate, and engage in conversations with peers and adults about age appropriate topics and texts being studied in class. 

 

S.1.1 

Use movement or 
behavior to initiate 
interaction with a 
person, animal or 
object (e.g. getting a 
person's attention) 

Use movement or 
behavior to initiate 
interaction with a 
person, animal or 
object (e.g. getting a 
person's attention) 

Use movement or 
behavior to initiate 
interaction with a 
person, animal or 
object (e.g. getting a 
person's attention) 

Use movement or 
behavior to initiate 
interaction with a 
person, animal or 
object (e.g. getting a 
person's attention) 

Use movement or 
behavior to initiate 
interaction with a 
person, animal or 
object (e.g. getting a 
person's attention) 

Use movement or 
behavior to initiate 
interaction with a 
person, animal or 
object (e.g. getting a 
person's attention) 

Use movement or 
behavior to initiate 
interaction with a 
person, animal or 
object (e.g. getting a 
person's attention) 

Use movement or 
behavior to initiate 
interaction with a 
person, animal or 
object (e.g. getting a 
person's attention) 

S.1.2 

Use non-verbal 
communication much 
like an adult (e.g. 
acknowledging 
others) 

Use non-verbal 
communication much 
like an adult (e.g. 
acknowledging 
others) 

Use non-verbal 
communication much 
like an adult (e.g. 
acknowledging 
others) 

Use non-verbal 
communication much 
like an adult (e.g. 
acknowledging 
others) 

Use non-verbal 
communication much 
like an adult (e.g. 
acknowledging 
others) 

Use non-verbal 
communication much 
like an adult (e.g. 
acknowledging 
others) 

Use non-verbal 
communication much 
like an adult (e.g. 
acknowledging 
others) 

Use non-verbal 
communication much 
like an adult (e.g. 
acknowledging 
others) 

S.1.3 

Responds 
appropriately in a 
variety of settings 
(greetings, farewell, 
receiving and giving 
complements, 
introductions, shaking 
hands, phone calls, 
voicemails, etc...)  

Responds 
appropriately in a 
variety of settings 
(greetings, farewell, 
receiving and giving 
complements, 
introductions, shaking 
hands, phone calls, 
voicemails, etc...)  

Responds 
appropriately in a 
variety of settings 
(greetings, farewell, 
receiving and giving 
complements, 
introductions, shaking 
hands, phone calls, 
voicemails, etc...)  

Responds 
appropriately in a 
variety of settings 
(greetings, farewell, 
receiving and giving 
complements, 
introductions, shaking 
hands, phone calls, 
voicemails, etc...)  

Responds 
appropriately in a 
variety of settings 
(greetings, farewell, 
receiving and giving 
complements, 
introductions, shaking 
hands, phone calls, 
voicemails, etc...)  

Responds 
appropriately in a 
variety of settings 
(greetings, farewell, 
receiving and giving 
complements, 
introductions, shaking 
hands, phone calls, 
voicemails, etc...)  

Responds 
appropriately in a 
variety of settings 
(greetings, farewell, 
receiving and giving 
complements, 
introductions, shaking 
hands, phone calls, 
voicemails, etc...)  

Responds 
appropriately in a 
variety of settings 
(greetings, farewell, 
receiving and giving 
complements, 
introductions, shaking 
hands, phone calls, 
voicemails, etc...)  

S.1.4* 

Follow agreed-upon 
rules for discussion 
such as listening to 
others, speaking one 
at a time, and gaining 
the floor in respectful 
ways 

Follow agreed-upon 
rules for discussion 
such as listening to 
others, speaking one 
at a time, and gaining 
the floor in respectful 
ways 

Follow agreed upon 
rules for discussion 
and carry out 
assigned roles in 
small group 
discussions 

Participate in 
discussion without 
dominating 

Participate in 
discussion without 
dominating 

Participate in 
discussion without 
dominating 

Participate in 
discussion without 
dominating 

Participate in 
discussion without 
dominating 

S.1.5 

Responds and 
extends a topic 
through multiple turns 

Extend ideas and 
understanding in light 
of the discussion 

Extend ideas and 
understanding in light 
of the discussion 

During discussions 
explicitly draw on 
relevant material and 
other information 
known about the topic 

During discussions 
explicitly draw on 
relevant material and 
other information 
known about the topic 
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 Grade 1 Grade 2 Grade 3 Grade 4 Grade 5 Grade 6 Grade 7 Grade 8 
 

S.1.6 

Demonstrate 
respectful posture, 
eye contact and 
silence when listening 
to others 

Demonstrate 
respectful posture, 
eye contact and 
silence when listening 
to others 

Demonstrate 
respectful posture, 
eye contact and 
silence when listening 
to others 

Demonstrate 
respectful posture, 
eye contact and 
silence when listening 
to others 

Demonstrate 
respectful posture, 
eye contact and 
silence when listening 
to others 

Demonstrate 
respectful posture, 
eye contact and 
silence when listening 
to others 

Demonstrate 
respectful posture, 
eye contact and 
silence when listening 
to others 

Demonstrate 
respectful posture, 
eye contact and 
silence when listening 
to others 

S.1.7 

Responds 
appropriately to 
increasingly complex 
language structures, 
including comments, 
requests and 
questions 

Responds 
appropriately to 
increasingly complex 
language structures, 
including comments, 
requests and 
questions 

Responds 
appropriately to 
increasingly complex 
language structures, 
including comments, 
requests and 
questions 

Acknowledge new 
information provided 
by others and 
incorporate it into 
own thinking 

Draw conclusions 
based on the ideas of 
others and 
incorporate them in 
own thinking 

Review the key ideas 
expressed and 
extend their own 
ideas in light of new 
information learned 

Take the view of 
others into account 
and, when warranted, 
modify personal view 
in light of the 
evidence presented 

Qualify or justify, 
when warranted, 
personal view and 
thinking, after 
listening to others' 
questions or accounts 
of evidence 

S.1.8* 

Demonstrate respect 
for others and their 
opinions in 
discussions 

Demonstrate respect 
for others and their 
opinions in 
discussions 

Demonstrate respect 
for the views of 
others even when 
there is disagreement 

Demonstrate respect 
for the views of 
others even when 
there is disagreement 

Demonstrate respect 
for the views of 
others even when 
there is disagreement 

Demonstrate respect 
for the view of others 
assessing new ideas 
against Catholic 
values 

Demonstrate respect 
for the view of others 
assessing new ideas 
against Catholic 
doctrine 

Demonstrate respect 
for the view of others 
assessing new ideas 
against Catholic 
doctrine 

S.1.9 

Identify opinions and 
new ideas based on 
Catholic values and 
doctrine 

Identify opinions and 
new ideas based on 
Catholic values and 
doctrine 

Form comments and 
opinions based on 
Catholic values and 
doctrine 

Form comments, 
opinions and new 
ideas based on 
Catholic values and 
doctrine 

Form comments, 
opinions and new 
ideas based on 
Catholic values and 
doctrine 

Defend comments, 
opinions and new 
ideas based on 
Catholic values and 
doctrine 

Defend comments, 
opinions and new 
ideas based on 
Catholic values and 
doctrine 

Defend comments, 
opinions and new 
ideas based on 
Catholic values and 
doctrine 

S.1.10* 

Refrain from 
outbursts and 
interruptions 

Refrain from 
outbursts and 
interruptions 

Refrain from 
outbursts and 
interruptions including 
sarcasm, hostility and 
defensiveness in tone 
or gesture when there 
is disagreement 

Avoid sarcasm, 
hostility and 
defensiveness in tone 
or gesture when there 
is disagreement 

Avoid sarcasm, 
hostility and 
defensiveness in tone 
or gesture when there 
is disagreement 

Express emotions 
and use spoken 
language in socially 
acceptable ways 

Express emotions 
and use spoken 
language in socially 
acceptable ways 

Express emotions 
and use spoken 
language in socially 
acceptable ways 

S.1.11 

Ask questions to 
clear up confusion 
about a topic 

Ask for clarification 
and further 
explanation as 
needed 

Pose relevant 
questions and add to 
the conversation 
elaborating on the 
remarks of others 

Pose and respond to 
questions as well as 
build on the ideas of 
previous speakers 

Ask questions to 
clarify and follow up 
on ideas or 
information presented 
orally or through 
media 

Ask questions that 
seek information not 
already discussed 

Ask questions to elicit 
information including 
evidence to support 
the speaker's claims 
and conclusions 

Ask questions 
concerning the 
speaker's content, 
delivery and attitude 
toward a subject 

S.1.12 

 

   Respond to questions 
and make comments 
that contribute to the 
topic and build on the 
ideas of previous 
speakers 

Build on the ideas of 
others by asking 
relevant questions 
and contributing 
appropriate and 
essential information 

Advance a discussion 
by asking questions, 
responding precisely, 
and sharing factual 
knowledge and 
observations 

Advance a discussion 
by asking questions, 
responding precisely, 
and sharing factual 
knowledge and 
observations 
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 Grade 1 Grade 2 Grade 3 Grade 4 Grade 5 Grade 6 Grade 7 Grade 8 
 

S.1.13 

Determine how much 
information a listener 
needs based on an 
awareness of 
listener's role and 
understanding (e.g. 
child stops talking if 
the other person is 
not listening) 

Identify and respond 
appropriately to non-
verbal cues during a 
discussion  

Identify and respond 
appropriately to non-
verbal cues during a 
discussion  

Identify and respond 
appropriately to non-
verbal cues during a 
discussion  

Identify and respond 
appropriately to non-
verbal cues during a 
discussion  

Identify and respond 
appropriately to non-
verbal cues during a 
discussion  

Identify and respond 
appropriately to non-
verbal cues during a 
discussion  

Identify and respond 
appropriately to non-
verbal cues during a 
discussion  

S.1.14 

Explore conversation 
strategies  

Explore and apply 
conversation 
strategies  

Demonstrate 
conversational 
strategies, i.e. initiate 
conversation  

Demonstrate 
conversational 
strategies, i.e. initiate 
conversation  

Demonstrate 
conversational 
strategies, i.e. initiate 
conversation  

Demonstrate 
conversational 
strategies, i.e. initiate 
conversation  

Demonstrate 
conversational 
strategies, i.e. initiate 
conversation  

Demonstrate 
conversational 
strategies, i.e. initiate 
conversation  

S.1.15* 

  Prepare for 
discussions by 
completing reading or 
conducting research 
and explicitly draw on 
the material in 
discussion 

Prepare for 
discussions by 
completing reading or 
conducting research 
and explicitly draw on 
the material in 
discussion 

Prepare for 
discussions by 
completing reading or 
conducting research 
and explicitly draw on 
the material in 
discussion 

Prepare for 
discussions by 
completing reading or 
conducting research 
and explicitly draw on 
the material in 
discussion 

Prepare for 
discussions by 
completing reading or 
conducting research 
and explicitly draw on 
the material in 
discussion 

Prepare for 
discussions by 
completing reading or 
conducting research 
and explicitly draw on 
the material in 
discussion 

S.1.16 
   Cooperate with peers 

to set clear goals and 
deadlines 

Cooperate with peers 
to set clear goals and 
deadlines 

Cooperate with peers 
to set clear goals and 
deadlines 

Cooperate with peers 
to set clear goals and 
deadlines 

Cooperate with peers 
to set clear goals and 
deadlines 

S.1.17 
Recognize 
transitional and signal 
words and phrases 

Recognize 
transitional and signal 
words and phrases 

Recognize 
transitional and signal 
words and phrases 

Recognize 
transitional and signal 
words and phrases 

Recognize 
transitional and signal 
words and phrases 

Recognize 
transitional and signal 
words and phrases 

Recognize 
transitional and signal 
words and phrases 

Recognize 
transitional and signal 
words and phrases 

 

S.2 Orally communicate information, opinions, and ideas effectively to different audiences. 

 

S.2.1* 

Produce complete 
sentences when 
appropriate to task 
and situation, using 
correct verb tenses to 
convey a sense of 
past, present and 
future 

Produce complete 
sentences when 
appropriate to task 
and situation to 
provide requested 
detail or clarification, 
ensuring subject-verb 
agreement and 
correct use of 
irregular plural nouns 

Employ a variety of 
tenses and ensuring 
subject-verb and 
pronoun-antecedent 
agreement 

Differentiate between 
contexts that call for 
formal English and 
situations where 
informal discourse is 
appropriate (e.g. 
presenting ideas vs 
small group 
discussion) 

Adapt speech to a 
variety of contexts 
and communication 
tasks using formal 
English when 
appropriate to task 
and situation 

Adapt speech to a 
variety of contexts 
and communicative 
tasks demonstrating 
command of formal 
English when 
indicated or 
appropriate 

Adapt speech to a 
variety of contexts 
and communicative 
tasks demonstrating 
command of formal 
English when 
indicated or 
appropriate 

Adapt speech to a 
variety of contexts 
and communicative 
tasks demonstrating 
command of formal 
English when 
indicated or 
appropriate 

S.2.2* 
Speak with 
appropriate volume, 
enunciation, rate, 

Speak with 
appropriate volume, 
enunciation, rate, 

Speak with 
appropriate volume, 
enunciation, rate, 

Speak with 
appropriate volume, 
enunciation, rate, 

Use effective timing, 
volume, tone, 
enunciation, rate, 

Use effective timing, 
volume, tone, 
enunciation, rate, 

Use adjustments to 
tone, volume, timing, 
enunciation, rate, 

Use appropriate 
grammar, word 
choice, enunciation, 
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 Grade 1 Grade 2 Grade 3 Grade 4 Grade 5 Grade 6 Grade 7 Grade 8 
 

fluency, expression, 
eye contact, 
projection, tone and 
articulation 

fluency, expression, 
eye contact, 
projection, tone and 
articulation 

fluency, expression, 
eye contact, 
projection, tone and 
articulation 

fluency, expression, 
eye contact, 
projection, tone and 
articulation 

fluency, expression, 
eye contact, 
projection, 
articulation, and 
appropriate grammar 
to sustain audience 
interest and attention 

fluency, expression, 
eye contact, 
projection, articulation 
and appropriate 
grammar to sustain 
audience interest and 
attention 

fluency, expression, 
eye contact, 
projection, 
articulation, and 
appropriate grammar 
of speech and 
enunciation for 
effective 
presentations 

vocabulary, voice 
modulation, 
expression, tone and 
pace during formal 
presentations 

S.2.3 

Use appropriate 
manners and speech 
when addressing 
individuals or groups 

Use appropriate 
manners and speech 
when addressing 
individuals or groups 

Use appropriate 
manners and speech 
when addressing 
individuals or groups 

Use appropriate 
manners and speech 
when addressing 
individuals or groups 

Use appropriate 
manners and speech 
when addressing 
individuals or groups 

Use appropriate 
manners and speech 
when addressing 
individuals or groups 

Use appropriate 
manners and speech 
when addressing 
individuals or groups 

Use appropriate 
manners and speech 
when addressing 
individuals or groups 

S.2.4 

Organize information 
for a speech 

Organize information 
for a speech 

Demonstrate the 
ability to organize a 
speech 

Demonstrate the 
ability to organize a 
speech 

Demonstrate the 
ability to organize a 
speech 

Organize information 
to achieve particular 
purposes and to 
appeal to the 
background and 
interest of the 
audience 

Outline the 
organization of a 
speech, including an 
introduction, 
transitions, previews, 
and summaries, a 
logically developed 
body and an effective 
conclusion 

Outline the 
organization of a 
speech, including an 
introduction, 
transitions, previews, 
and summaries, a 
logically developed 
body and an effective 
conclusion 

S.2.5 

Verbally present 
information and use 
visuals 

Verbally present 
information and use 
visuals 

Verbally present 
information and use 
visuals 

Verbally present 
information and use 
visuals 

Verbally present 
information and use 
visuals 

Verbally present 
information 
emphasizing salient 
points with pertinent 
descriptions and 
details and use of 
visuals 

Verbally present 
information 
emphasizing salient 
points with pertinent 
descriptions and 
details and use of 
visuals 

Verbally present 
information 
emphasizing salient 
points with pertinent 
descriptions and 
details and use of 
visuals 

S.2.6 

Use technology to 
acquire and 
communicate 
information 

Use technology to 
acquire, organize, 
and communicate 
information 

Use technology to 
acquire, organize, 
and communicate 
information 

Use technology to 
acquire, organize, 
analyze and 
communicate 
information 

Incorporate 
technology and visual 
displays of data when 
helpful and in a 
manner that 
strengthens the 
presentation 

Incorporate 
technology and visual 
displays of data when 
helpful and in a 
manner that 
strengthens the 
presentation 

Incorporate 
technology and visual 
displays of data when 
helpful and in a 
manner that 
strengthens the 
presentation 

Incorporate 
technology and visual 
displays of data when 
helpful and in a 
manner that 
strengthens the 
presentation 

S.2.7 

    Use audience 
feedback for self-
reflection of 
presentation 

Use audience 
feedback for self- 
reflection of 
presentation 

Use audience 
feedback, including 
both verbal and non-
verbal cues, to 
reconsider and 
modify the 

Use audience 
feedback, including 
both verbal and non-
verbal cues, to 
reconsider and 
modify the 
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 Grade 1 Grade 2 Grade 3 Grade 4 Grade 5 Grade 6 Grade 7 Grade 8 
 

organizational 
structure and/or to 
rearrange words and 
sentences for 
clarification of 
meaning. 

organizational 
structure and/or to 
rearrange words and 
sentences for 
clarification of 
meaning. 

S.2.8 

Recite short poems, 
scripture verses, 
rhymes, songs, group 
chorals, riddles, 
echoes and prayers 

Recite short poems, 
scripture verses, 
rhymes, songs, group 
chorals, riddles, 
echoes and prayers 

Recite short poems, 
scripture verses, 
rhymes, songs, group 
chorals, riddles, 
echoes and prayers 

Recite short poems, 
scripture verses, 
rhymes, songs, group 
chorals, riddles, 
echoes and prayers 

Recite short poems, 
scripture verses, 
rhymes, songs, group 
chorals, riddles, 
echoes and prayers 

Recite poems, 
prayers, scripture 
passages, sections of 
speeches, or 
dramatic soliloquies 
using voice 
modulation, tone and 
gesture expressively 
to enhance the 
meaning 

Recite poems, 
prayers, scripture 
passages, sections of 
speeches, or 
dramatic soliloquies 
using voice 
modulation, tone and 
gesture expressively 
to enhance the 
meaning 

Recite poems, 
prayers, scripture 
passages, sections of 
speeches, or 
dramatic soliloquies 
using voice 
modulation, tone and 
gesture expressively 
to enhance the 
meaning 

S.2.9 

Demonstrate 
creativity in speech 
through the use of 
role playing/ 
dramatization  

Demonstrate 
creativity in speech 
through the use of 
role playing/ 
dramatization  

Demonstrate 
creativity in speech 
through the use of 
role playing/ 
dramatization  

Demonstrate 
creativity in speech 
through the use of 
role playing/ 
dramatization  

Demonstrate 
creativity in speech 
through the use of 
role playing/ 
dramatization  

Demonstrate 
creativity in speech 
through the use of 
role playing/ 
dramatization  

Demonstrate 
creativity in speech 
through the use of 
role playing/ 
dramatization  

Demonstrate 
creativity in speech 
through the use of 
role playing/ 
dramatization  

S.2.10 

Participate in 
dramatic activities 
such as Christmas 
plays and programs 

Participate in 
dramatic activities 
such as Christmas 
plays, readers theater 
programs 

Participate in 
dramatic activities 
such as Christmas 
plays, readers theater 
programs 

Participate in 
dramatic activities 
such as Christmas 
plays, readers theater 
programs 

Participate in 
dramatic activities 
such as Christmas 
plays, readers theater 
programs 

Participate in 
dramatic activities 
such as Christmas 
plays, readers theater 
programs 

Participate in 
dramatic activities 
such as Christmas 
plays, readers theater 
programs 

Participate in 
dramatic activities 
such as Christmas 
plays, readers theater 
programs 

S.2.11 
Lector at Mass and 
prayer services 

Lector at Mass and 
prayer services 

Lector at Mass and 
prayer services 

Lector at Mass and 
prayer services 

Lector at Mass and 
prayer services 

Lector at Mass and 
prayer services 

Lector at Mass and 
prayer services 

Lector at Mass and 
prayer services 

S.2.12 
Lead impromptu 
prayer and intentions 

Lead impromptu 
prayer and intentions 

Lead impromptu 
prayer and intentions 

Lead impromptu 
prayer and intentions 

Lead impromptu 
prayer and intentions 

Lead impromptu 
prayer and intentions 

Lead impromptu 
prayer and intentions 

Lead impromptu 
prayer and intentions 

S.2.13 

Lead daily pledge (i.e 
Pledge of Allegiance, 
school mission, 
creed) 

Lead daily pledge (i.e 
Pledge of Allegiance, 
school mission, 
creed) 

Lead daily pledge (i.e 
Pledge of Allegiance, 
school mission, 
creed) 

Lead daily pledge (i.e 
Pledge of Allegiance, 
school mission, 
creed) 

Lead daily pledge (i.e 
Pledge of Allegiance, 
school mission, 
creed) 

Lead daily pledge (i.e 
Pledge of Allegiance, 
school mission, 
creed) 

Lead daily pledge (i.e 
Pledge of Allegiance, 
school mission, 
creed) 

Lead daily pledge (i.e 
Pledge of Allegiance, 
school mission, 
creed) 

S.2.14 

Make introductions 
with courtesy and 
clarity and use 
appropriate etiquette 
when expressing 
thanks and receiving 
praise 

Make introductions 
with courtesy and 
clarity and use 
appropriate etiquette 
when expressing 
thanks and receiving 
praise 

Make formal 
introductions with eye 
contact, courtesy, 
and clarity and use 
appropriate etiquette 
when expressing 
thanks and receiving 
praise 

Make formal 
introductions with eye 
contact, courtesy, 
and clarity and use 
appropriate etiquette 
when expressing 
thanks and receiving 
praise 

Make formal 
introductions with eye 
contact, courtesy, 
and clarity and use 
appropriate etiquette 
when expressing 
thanks and receiving 
praise 

Make formal 
introductions with eye 
contact, courtesy, 
and clarity and use 
appropriate etiquette 
when expressing 
thanks and receiving 
praise 

Make formal 
introductions with eye 
contact, courtesy, 
and clarity and use 
appropriate etiquette 
when expressing 
thanks and receiving 
praise 

Make formal 
introductions with eye 
contact, courtesy, 
and clarity and use 
appropriate etiquette 
when expressing 
thanks and receiving 
praise 
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 Grade 1 Grade 2 Grade 3 Grade 4 Grade 5 Grade 6 Grade 7 Grade 8 
 

S.2.15* 

Tell a story with 
expression 

Tell a story with 
expression 

Tell a story with 
expression 

Tell a story with 
expression 

Deliver narrative 
presentations 
developing the plot 
and character using a 
range of narrative 
devices 

Deliver narrative 
presentations that 
establish a context, 
plot, and point of 
view, including 
sensory details and 
specific language to 
develop the plot and 
character, use a 
range of narrative 
devices, including 
dialogue, tension or 
suspense 

Deliver narrative 
presentations that 
establish a context, 
plot, and point of 
view, including 
sensory details and 
specific language to 
develop the plot and 
character, use a 
range of narrative 
devices, including 
dialogue, tension or 
suspense and 
showing narrative 
action with 
movement, gestures 
and expressions 

Deliver narrative 
presentations such as 
biographical or 
autobiographical 
information that relate 
to a clear incident, 
event or situation 
including well-chosen 
details revealing the 
significance of the 
incident, event or 
situation while using 
narrative and 
descriptive strategies 
to support the 
presentation including 
relevant dialogue, 
specific action, 
physical descriptions, 
background 
description and 
comparison and 
contrast of characters 

S.2.16 

Accurately give 
informative 
presentations 

Accurately give 
informative 
presentations 

Accurately give 
informative 
presentations 

Accurately give 
informative 
presentations 

Accurately give 
informative 
presentations 

Accurately give 
informative 
presentations that 
pose relevant 
questions sufficiently 
limited in scope to be 
completely and 
thoroughly answered 
through development 
of the topic 

Give research 
presentations that 
pose relevant and 
concise questions 
about the topic, 
provide accurate 
information the the 
topic 

Give accurate 
research 
presentations that 
define a thesis 

S.2.17* 

Describe familiar 
people, places, things 
and events, and with 
prompting and 
support, provide 
additional details 

Describe familiar 
people, places, things 
and events with 
prompting provide 
additional details 

Give descriptive 
presentations that 
use concrete sensory 
details to set for and 
support unified 
impressions of 
people, places, things 
and experiences 

Give descriptive 
presentations that 
use concrete sensory 
details to set for and 
support unified 
impressions of 
people, places, things 
and experiences 

Give descriptive 
presentations that 
use concrete sensory 
details to set for and 
support unified 
impressions of 
people, places, things 
and experiences 

Deliver descriptive 
presentations that 
use concrete sensory 
details to set for and 
support unified 
impressions of 
people, places, things 
and experiences 

Deliver descriptive 
presentations that 
establish a clear point 
of view on the 
subject, establish the 
presenter's 
relationship with the 
subject, contain 
effective, factual 

Deliver descriptive 
presentations that 
establish a clear point 
of view on the 
subject, establish the 
presenter's 
relationship with the 
subject, contain 
effective, factual 
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 Grade 1 Grade 2 Grade 3 Grade 4 Grade 5 Grade 6 Grade 7 Grade 8 
 

descriptions of 
appearance, concrete 
images, shifting 
perspectives and 
sensory details 

descriptions of 
appearance, concrete 
images, shifting 
perspectives and 
sensory details 

S.2.18 

Present book reports 
at age appropriate 
level 

Present book reports 
at age appropriate 
level 

Present book reports 
at age appropriate 
level 

Present book reports 
at age appropriate 
level 

Present book reports 
at age appropriate 
level 

Provide oral 
responses to 
literature that develop 
an interpretation 
showing careful 
reading, 
understanding, and 
insight; organize the 
presentation around 
several clever ideas, 
premises or images, 
develop and justify 
the interpretation 
through the use of 
examples from the 
text 

Provide oral 
summaries of articles 
and books that 
include the main 
ideas and the most 
significant details; 
state in own words, 
except when quoting 
directly from sources, 
demonstrate a 
complete 
understanding of 
sources, not just 
superficial details 

Provide oral 
responses to 
literature that 
interpret a reading 
and provide insight, 
connect personal 
responses to the 
writer's techniques 
and to specific textual 
references; make 
supported inferences 
about the effects of a 
literary work on its 
audience, support 
judgments through 
references to the text, 
other works, other 
authors, or personal 
knowledge 

S.2.19* 

 Identify clues 
indicating statements 
of fact and opinion 
and provide evidence 
to support opinions 

Identify clues 
indicating statements 
of fact and opinion 
and provide evidence 
to support opinions 

Identify clues 
indicating statements 
of fact and opinion 
and provide evidence 
to support opinions 

Identify clues 
indicating statements 
of fact and opinion 
and provide evidence 
to support opinions 

Make persuasive 
presentations that 
provide a clear 
statement of the 
position, include 
relevant evidence, 
offer a logical 
sequence of 
information, engage 
the listener and try to 
gain acceptance of 
the proposition or 
proposal 

Make persuasive 
presentations that 
state a clear position 
in support of an 
argument or 
proposal, describe 
and include 
supporting evidence 

Make persuasive 
presentations that 
include a well-defined 
thesis, differentiate 
fact from opinion and 
support arguments 
with detailed 
evidence, examples, 
reasoning and 
persuasive language, 
anticipate and 
effectively answer 
listener concerns and 
counterarguments 
through the inclusion 
and arrangement of 
details, reasons, 
examples, and other 
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 Grade 1 Grade 2 Grade 3 Grade 4 Grade 5 Grade 6 Grade 7 Grade 8 
 

elements while 
maintaining a 
reasonable tone 

S.2.20 
   Participate in debate 

activities (formal and 
informal) 

Participate in debate 
activities (formal and 
informal) 

Participate in debate 
activities (formal and 
informal) 

Participate in debate 
activities (formal and 
informal) 

Participate in debate 
activities (formal and 
informal) 

 

S.3 Practice the steps to focused listening. 

 

S.3.1 
Recognize listening 
as a source of 
information 

       

S.3.2 
Stop what they are 
doing and saying 
(calm themselves) 

       

S.3.3 
Clear away 
distractions 

       

S.3.4 
Look toward the focal 
point 

       

S.3.5 

Be able to tell the 
person what was 
heard or ask a 
question of the 
speaker 

Be able to tell the 
person what was 
heard or ask a 
question of the 
speaker 

Be able to tell the 
person what was 
heard or ask a 
question of the 
speaker 

Be able to tell the 
person what was 
heard or ask a 
question of the 
speaker 

Be able to tell the 
person what was 
heard or ask a 
question of the 
speaker 

Be able to tell the 
person what was 
heard or ask a 
question of the 
speaker 

Be able to tell the 
person what was 
heard or ask a 
question of the 
speaker 

Be able to tell the 
person what was 
heard or ask a 
question of the 
speaker 

S.3.6 

Ignore or 
accommodate for 
distractions while 
listening 

Ignore or 
accommodate for 
distractions while 
listening 

Ignore or 
accommodate for 
distractions while 
listening 

Ignore or 
accommodate for 
distractions while 
listening 

    

S.3.7 

Listen and apply 
information in a group 
or round table 
discussion 

Listen and apply 
information in a group 
or round table 
discussion 

Listen and apply 
information in a group 
or round table 
discussion 

Listen and apply 
information in a group 
or round table 
discussion 

Listen and apply 
information in a group 
or round table 
discussion 

Listen and apply 
information in a 
group, panel, or 
round table 
discussion 

Listen and apply 
information in a 
group, panel, or 
round table 
discussion 

Listen and apply 
information in a 
group, panel, or 
round table 
discussion 

 

S.4 Confirm understanding of ideas presented orally or through media. 

 
S.4.1 Retell information Retell information Retell information Retell information Retell information Retell information Retell information Retell information 

S.4.2 
Recount stories or 
experiences with 
appropriate facts, 

Recount stories or 
experiences with 
appropriate facts, 

Recount stories or 
experiences with 
appropriate facts, 

Follow sequence in 
plot and character 
development, predict 

Follow sequence in 
plot and character 
development, predict 

Follow sequence in 
plot and character 
development, predict 

Follow sequence in 
plot and character 
development, predict 

Follow sequence in 
plot and character 
development, predict 
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 Grade 1 Grade 2 Grade 3 Grade 4 Grade 5 Grade 6 Grade 7 Grade 8 
 

sequence and 
descriptive details 

sequence and 
descriptive details 

sequence and 
descriptive details 

outcomes and draw 
conclusions 

outcomes and draw 
conclusions 

outcomes and draw 
conclusions 

outcomes and draw 
conclusions 

outcomes and draw 
conclusions 

S.4.3 

Ask and answer 
questions about key 
details of information 
presented to get 
information, seek 
help or clarify 
something not 
understood 

Ask and answer 
questions about key 
details of information 
presented to get 
information, seek 
help or clarify 
something not 
understood 

Ask and answer 
questions about key 
details of information 
presented to get 
information, seek 
help or clarify 
something not 
understood 

Ask and answer 
questions about key 
details of information 
presented to get 
information, seek 
help or clarify 
something not 
understood 

Ask and answer 
questions about key 
details of information 
presented to get 
information, seek 
help or clarify 
something not 
understood 

Ask and answer 
questions about key 
details of information 
presented to get 
information, seek 
help or clarify 
something not 
understood 

Ask and answer 
questions about key 
details of information 
presented to get 
information, seek 
help or clarify 
something not 
understood 

Ask and answer 
questions about key 
details of information 
presented to get 
information, seek 
help or clarify 
something not 
understood 

S.4.4 

   Identify the claims 
and supporting 
evidence presented 
by the speaker 

Summarize the 
claims presented by 
the speaker and 
explain how each 
claim is supported 
with evidence 

Delineate the claims 
made by a speaker or 
presenter and detail 
what evidence 
supports which claim 

Evaluate a speaker's 
or presenter's reading 
and claims as well as 
the degree to which 
each claim is logically 
supported by the 
evidence provided 

Summarize the 
claims made by a 
speaker or presenter 
and explain how each 
claim is supported 
with evidence 

S.4.5 
  Transfer important 

ideas into notes 
Transfer important 
ideas into notes 

Transfer important 
ideas into notes 

Transfer important 
ideas into notes 

Transfer important 
ideas into notes 

Transfer important 
ideas into notes 

S.4.6 
Answer questions to 
demonstrate 
comprehension 

Answer questions to 
demonstrate 
comprehension 

Answer questions to 
demonstrate 
comprehension 

Answer questions to 
demonstrate 
comprehension 

Answer questions to 
demonstrate 
comprehension 

Answer questions to 
demonstrate 
comprehension 

Answer questions to 
demonstrate 
comprehension 

Answer questions to 
demonstrate 
comprehension 

S.4.7 

  Offer constructive 
feedback  

Offer constructive 
feedback  

Offer feedback on the 
content and structure 
of several speaking 
styles of oral 
presentations 

Provide helpful 
feedback to speakers 
concerning the 
coherence and logic 
of a speech's content 
and delivery and its 
overall impact on the 
listener 

Provide helpful 
feedback to speakers 
concerning the 
coherence and logic 
of a speech's content 
and delivery and its 
overall impact on the 
listener 

Provide helpful 
feedback to speakers 
concerning the 
coherence and logic 
of a speech's content 
and delivery and its 
overall impact on the 
listener 

S.4.8 

Understand and 
follow up to three 
step spoken 
directions 

       

S.4.10 

     Identify the tone, 
mood and emotion 
conveyed in the 
verbal and nonverbal 
message  

Identify the tone, 
mood and emotion 
conveyed in the 
verbal and nonverbal 
message  

Identify the tone, 
mood and emotion 
conveyed in the 
verbal and nonverbal 
message  

S.4.11 
   Identify and evaluate 

propaganda 
techniques 

Identify and evaluate 
propaganda 
techniques 

Identify persuasive 
and propaganda 
techniques used in 

Analyze the effect on 
the viewer of images, 
text and sound in 

Analyze the effect on 
the viewer of images, 
text and sound in 
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 Grade 1 Grade 2 Grade 3 Grade 4 Grade 5 Grade 6 Grade 7 Grade 8 
 

electronic media and 
identify faults and 
misleading 
information 

electronic journalism 
and identify the 
techniques used to 
achieve the effects 

electronic journalism 
and identify the 
techniques used to 
achieve the effects 

S.4.12* 

     Evaluate the 
credibility of a 
speaker, including 
whether the speaker 
has hidden agendas 
or presents slanted or 
biased material 

Evaluate the 
credibility of a 
speaker, including 
whether the speaker 
has hidden agendas 
or presents slanted or 
biased material 

Evaluate the 
credibility of a 
speaker, including 
whether the speaker 
has hidden agendas 
or presents slanted or 
biased material 

S.4.13 

     Analyze the use of 
rhetorical devices, 
including rhythm and 
timing of speech, 
repetitive patterns 
and the use of 
onomatopoeia for 
intent and effect 

Analyze the use of 
rhetorical devices, 
including rhythm and 
timing of speech, 
repetitive patterns 
and the use of 
onomatopoeia for 
intent and effect 

Analyze the use of 
rhetorical devices, 
including rhythm and 
timing of speech, 
repetitive patterns 
and the use of 
onomatopoeia for 
intent and effect 

S.4.14 
Attend and evaluate a 
theatrical 
performance 

Attend and evaluate a 
theatrical 
performance 

Attend and evaluate a 
theatrical 
performance 

Attend and evaluate a 
theatrical 
performance 

Attend and evaluate a 
theatrical 
performance 

Attend and evaluate a 
theatrical 
performance 

Attend and evaluate a 
theatrical 
performance 

Attend and evaluate a 
theatrical 
performance 

S.4.15 

Demonstrate 
appropriate applause 
and audience 
etiquette 

Demonstrate 
appropriate applause 
and audience 
etiquette 

Demonstrate 
appropriate applause 
and audience 
etiquette 

Demonstrate 
appropriate applause 
and audience 
etiquette 

Demonstrate 
appropriate applause 
and audience 
etiquette 

Demonstrate 
appropriate applause 
and audience 
etiquette 

Demonstrate 
appropriate applause 
and audience 
etiquette 

Demonstrate 
appropriate applause 
and audience 
etiquette 

S.4.16 
Student 
bows/curtsies to 
teacher in greeting 

Student 
bows/curtsies to 
teacher in greeting 

Student 
bows/curtsies to 
teacher in greeting 

Student 
bows/curtsies to 
teacher in greeting 

Student 
bows/curtsies to 
teacher in greeting 

Student 
bows/curtsies to 
teacher in greeting 

Student 
bows/curtsies to 
teacher in greeting 

Student 
bows/curtsies to 
teacher in greeting 
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Grade 3-Year-Old Kindergarten Level Standards 
The catechesis that takes place within the religion curriculum of the school and throughout the entire academic curriculum needs to: 
Promote knowledge of the faith; Promote knowledge of the meaning of the Liturgy and the sacraments; Promote moral formation in 

Jesus Christ; Teach the Christian how to pray with Christ; Prepare the Christian to live in community and to participate actively in the 
life and mission of the Church; and Promote a missionary spirit that prepares the faithful to be present as Christians in society. 

 

R. READING AND LITERATURE 
 
R.1 Demonstrate understanding of the features of print. 
 

R.1.1* Knows that the book has a title, author and illustrator [EC D.3.3(3c)] 

R.1.3 Views one page at a time from front to back [EC D.3.3(3c)] 

R.1.4 Handles books correctly and shows increasing skills in print directionality (left to right, top to bottom, front to back) [EC D.3.3(3f)] 

R.1.5 Understand that print in the book carries the message [EC D.3.3(3b)] 

R.1.7 Recognize first and last name [EC D.3.2(3c)] 

R.1.8 Recognize letters in familiar words, especially in own name 

 

R.2 Read with age-appropriate fluency, accuracy and expression. 
 

R.2.8 Read from the Bible 

R.2.9 Self-select appropriate reading material for independent reading 

R.2.10 Recognizes some familiar environment print (e.g. sees a stop sign) [EC D.3.3(3e)] 

 

R.3 Use comprehension strategies.* 
 

R.3.2 Use picture to understand content [EC D.3.3(3a)] 

R.3.23 
Use a category of words that shows awareness of common aspects among objects (e.g. "Where are my toys for the sandbox?") [EC 
D.2.3(3a)] 

R.3.24 Apply reading strategies: guided retelling 

R.3.27 Choose reading activities and respond [EC D.3.3(3d)] 

R.3.29 Demonstrate proper library etiquette and procedures 

 

R.4 Recognize and interpret common genres. 
 

R.4.6 Recognize elements of poetry (e.g. rhyme scheme) 

 

V. VOCABULARY AND WORD ANALYSIS 
 

V.1 Know and apply grade-level phonics and word analysis skills in decoding words. 
 

V.1.1* Initiate letter recognition 

V.1.14* Match sounds and rhymes in familiar words [EC D.3.1(3b)] 

 
C. COMPOSITION 
 

C.1 Use, demonstrate and apply the conventions of print in purposeful and meaningful writing activities 
 

C.1.1* Understand the difference between scribbles and letters [EC D.3.4(3a-b)] 

 

C.9 Make effective language choices 
 

C.9.1 Use the visual arts to express ideas that cannot be expressed by words alone [EC D.3.2(3b)] 

 

C.11 Produce legible written work (in print and digital work) 
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C.11.1* Work from left to right, top to bottom 

C.11.2 Scribble and create conventional shapes 

C.11.5 Begins to recognize most capital and lower-case letters in name 

C.11.6 Begin to write first name [EC D.3.2(3d)] 

 

S. SPEAKING AND LISTENING 
 

S.1 Participate, initiate and engage in conversations with peers and adults about age appropriate topics and texts being 
studied in class. 
 

S.1.1 
Use movement or behavior to initiate interaction with a person, animal or object (e.g. offers a doll to a friend) [EC D.2.1(3a), 
D.2.4(3d)] 

S.1.2 Use non-verbal communication much like an adult (e.g. waves goodbye) [EC D.2.1(3b)] 

S.1.3 
Responds appropriately when asked to identify familiar objects/person/body parts (nouns) or when asked to run, walk or jump 
(action words, verbs) [EC D.1.2(3a)] 

S.1.4* Working on taking turns during discussion [EC D.1.2(3d), D.2.4(3a)] 

S.1.6 Demonstrate respectful posture, eye contact and silence when listening to others 

S.1.7 Responds to increasingly complex language structures, including comments, requests and questions [EC D.1.2(3b), D.2.4(3e)] 

S.1.8* Practice respecting others who are talking [EC D.1.2(3c)] 

S.1.10* Refrain from outbursts and interruptions 

S.1.11 Ask many questions with "W-questions" to obtain information (e.g. "Where do you live?") [EC D.2.3(3b)] 

S.1.13 
Determine how much information a listener needs based on an awareness of listener's role and understanding (e.g. child stops 
talking if the other person is not listening) [EC D.2.4(3b)] 

S.1.14 Explore conversation strategies [EC D.2.4(3c, f) 

 

S.2 Orally communicate information, opinions, and ideas effectively to different audiences. 
 

S.2.1* 
Use multi-word sentences (parts of speech, word order and sentence structure) like that of an adult (e.g. "I think I want to plant a 
garden." Begin to use plurals (cats), pronouns (I, he, they) and past tense (walked) (e.g. "I want grapes.") [EC D.2.2(3a-b)] 

S.2.3 Use appropriate manners and speech when addressing individuals or groups 

S.2.8 
Begin to join in saying favorite rhymes and songs that repeat sounds and words. Participate in group recitations such as rhymes, 
riddles, chorals, echoes and prayers [EC D.3.1(3a, c), D.3.2(3a)] 

S.2.9 Demonstrate creativity in speech through the use of role playing/dramatization 

S.2.10 Participate in dramatic activities such as plays and programs 

S.2.12 Participate in impromptu prayer intentions [EC D.2.4(3h)] 

S.2.13 Participate in the daily pledge (i.e. Pledge of Allegiance, school mission, creed) [EC D.2.4(3g)] 

 

S.3 Practice the steps to focused listening. 
 

S.3.1 Demonstrate understanding and listening skills by attending and responding appropriately [EC D.1.1(3b)] 

 

S.4 Confirm understanding of ideas presented orally or through media. 
 

S.4.6 Answer questions to demonstrate comprehension [EC D.2.3(3c)] 

S.4.8 Understands and carries out a one-step direction [EC D.1.3(3a)] 

S.4.9 Follows a series of two-step directions [EC D.1.3(3b)] 
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Grade 4-Year-Old Kindergarten Level Standards 
The catechesis that takes place within the religion curriculum of the school and throughout the entire academic curriculum needs to: 
Promote knowledge of the faith; Promote knowledge of the meaning of the Liturgy and the sacraments; Promote moral formation in 

Jesus Christ; Teach the Christian how to pray with Christ; Prepare the Christian to live in community and to participate actively in the 
life and mission of the Church; and Promote a missionary spirit that prepares the faithful to be present as Christians in society. 

 

R. READING AND LITERATURE 
 
R.1 Demonstrate understanding of the features of print. 
 

R.1.1* Identify the book title, author and page numbers [EC D.3.3(4c, i)] 

R.1.3 Views one page at a time from front to back [EC D.3.3(4c)] 

R.1.4 Handles books correctly and shows increasing skills in print directionality (left to right, top to bottom, front to back) [EC D.3.3(4c, f)]  

R.1.5 Understand that print in the book carries the message [EC D.3.3(4b)] 

R.1.6 Understand that words are separated by spaces in print 

R.1.7 Identify first and last name [EC D.3.2(4i)] 

R.1.8 Recognize letters in familiar words, especially in own name [EC D.3.2(4c)] 

 

R.2 Read with age-appropriate fluency, accuracy and expression. 
 

R.2.2* Read using picture clues [EC D.3.2(4e)] 

R.2.6 Read books with simple repetitive language patterns [EC D.3.1(4f)] 

R.2.8 Read from the Bible 

R.2.9 Self-select appropriate reading material for independent reading 

R.2.10 Recognizes some familiar environment print (e.g. sees a stop sign) [EC D.3.2(4e), D.3.3(4e)] 

 

R.3 Use comprehension strategies.* 
 

R.3.2 Use picture to understand content [EC D.3.3(4a)] 

R.3.5 Understand that books have characters, sequences of events and story plots [EC D.3.3(4h)] 

R.3.13 Identify the main characters and main idea in a story 

R.3.16 Relate Catholic values and teachings in the evaluation of literary themes and plots 

R.3.23 
Use a category of words that shows awareness of common aspects among objects (e.g. "Where are my toys for the sandbox?") [EC 
D.2.3(4a)] 

R.3.24 Apply reading strategies: guided retelling [EC D.2.3(4e)] 

R.3.27 Choose reading activities and respond [EC D.3.3(4d)] 

R.3.29 Demonstrate proper library etiquette and procedures 

R.3.31 Discuss virtuous behaviors, values, and attitudes in characters 

 

R.4 Recognize and interpret common genres. 
 

R.4.1 Distinguish between fiction and non-fiction 

R.4.2 Recall common genres (e.g. storybook, nursery rhymes, bible story, poem, fairy tales, folk tales) 

R.4.4 Identify heroes and villains; quests or challenges when writing or speaking about classic stories from around the world 

R.4.6 Recognize elements of poetry (e.g. rhyme scheme) 

 

V. VOCABULARY AND WORD ANALYSIS 
 

V.1 Know and apply grade-level phonics and word analysis skills in decoding words. 
 

V.1.1* Recognize all upper and lowercase letters in the alphabet 

V.1.2* Recognize vowel and consonant letters and sounds [EC D.3.1(4a), D.3.2(4d)] 

V.1.3* Recognize initial consonants [EC D.3.1(4b), D.3.2(4d)] 

V.1.5* Recognize final consonants 

V.1.12* Identify long vowels 

V.1.13* Identify short vowels 
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V.1.14* Recognize sounds and endings that rhyme [EC D.3.1(4c)] 

V.1.20 Identify y as a consonant 

V.1.34 
Recognize segmentation of spoken single-syllable words in their complete sequence of individual phonemes (e.g. lap: /l/-/a/-/p/. /f/-
/l/-/a/-/p/) [EC D.3.1(4d)] 

V.1.42 Use common adjectives to distinguish objects (e.g. the small square; the white rabbit) 

V.1.51 Recognize words fit into categories (e.g. colors, clothing)  

 
C. COMPOSITION 
 

C.1 Use, demonstrate and apply the conventions of print in purposeful and meaningful writing activities 
 

C.1.1* Understand the difference between letters and words [EC D.3.2(4b)] 

 

C.4 Write a variety of genre and style appropriate to task, purpose and audience 
 

C.4.9 Write words as labels or lists [EC D.3.4(4a)] 

C.4.11* Copy from board 

 

C.8 Write narratives 
 

C.8.1 Write a group story [EC D.3.4(4d)] 

 

C.9 Make effective language choices 
 

C.9.1 Use the visual arts to express ideas that cannot be expressed by words alone [EC D.3.2(4f)] 

 

C.11 Produce legible written work (in print and digital work) 
 

C.11.1* Work from left to right, top to bottom [EC D.3.4(4e)] 

C.11.2 Write recognizable letters and numbers and begin to write name and a few words [EC D.3.4(4c)] 

C.11.4* Demonstrate proper spacing between letters and words 

C.11.5* Recognize capital and lower-case letters in name [EC D.3.2(4h)] 

C.11.6* Write first and last name [EC D.3.2(4i)] 

C.11.7* Recognize the difference between letters and other symbols [EC D.3.2(4b)] 

C.11.8 Begin strategies for completing worksheets, forms, tests, etc. 

C.11.10 Begin strategies of neatness in written work (torn papers, excessive eraser / whiteout, etc.)  

 
G. GRAMMAR AND USAGE 
 

G.4 Observe conventions of spelling 
 

G.4.3 Recognize word families  

G.4.5 Spell grade appropriate words correctly in all written work, consulting references as needed (e.g. Word Wall, dictionary) 

 

S. SPEAKING AND LISTENING 
 

S.1 Participate, initiate and engage in conversations with peers and adults about age appropriate topics and texts being 
studied in class. 
 

S.1.1 Use movement or behavior to initiate interaction with a person, animal or object (e.g. offers a doll to a friend) [EC D.2.4(4d)] 

S.1.2 Use non-verbal communication much like an adult (e.g. waves goodbye) [EC D.2.1(4)] 

S.1.3 
Responds appropriately when asked to identify familiar objects/person/body parts (nouns) or when asked to run, walk or jump 
(action words, verbs) [EC D.1.2(4a)] 

S.1.4* Works on taking turns during discussion [EC D.2.4(4a)] 

S.1.5 Responds and extends a topic through multiple turns [EC D.1.2(4c), D.2.4(4f)] 

S.1.6 Demonstrate respectful posture, eye contact and silence when listening to others [EC D.2.2(4d)] 
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S.1.7 Responds to increasingly complex language structures, including comments, requests and questions [EC D.1.2(4b)] 

S.1.8* Respects others who are talking [EC D.1.2(4d)] 

S.1.9 Comment on as well as produce and comprehend words (e.g. "Hats are different sizes and shapes.") [EC D.2.3(4c)] 

S.1.10* Refrain from outbursts and interruptions 

S.1.11 Ask many questions with "W-questions" to obtain information (e.g. "Where do you live?") [EC D.2.3(4b)] 

S.1.13 
Determine how much information a listener needs based on an awareness of listener's role and understanding (e.g. child stops 
talking if the other person is not listening) [EC D.2.4(4b)] 

S.1.14 Explore conversation strategies [EC D.2.4(4c-g)] 

S.1.17 Recognize transitional and signal words and phrases [EC D.3.1(4g)] 

 

S.2 Orally communicate information, opinions, and ideas effectively to different audiences. 
 

S.2.1* 
Use multi-word sentences (parts of speech, word order and sentence structure) like that of an adult (e.g. "I think I want to plant a 
garden." Begin to use plurals (cats), pronouns (I, he, they) and past tense (walked) (e.g. "I want grapes.”) [EC D.2.2(4a-b)] 

S.2.2* 
Speak clearly and fluently using clear enunciation, good phrasing and appropriate tone. Apply basic skills in speaking including eye 
contact, volume, projection, tone, rate and articulation [EC D.2.2(4c-d)] 

S.2.3 Use appropriate manners and speech when addressing individuals or groups 

S.2.8 Participate in group recitation such as rhymes, riddles, chorals, echoes and prayers [EC D.1.1(4a), D.3.1(4e)] 

S.2.9 Demonstrate creativity in speech through the use of role playing/dramatization. [EC D.2.4(4j)] 

S.2.10 Participate in dramatic activities such as plays and programs [EC D.2.4(4k)] 

S.2.12 Participate in impromptu prayer intentions [EC D.2.4(4i)] 

S.2.13 Participate in the daily pledge (i.e. Pledge of Allegiance, school mission, creed) [EC D.2.4(4h)] 

 

S.3 Practice the steps to focused listening. 
 

S.3.1 Demonstrate understanding and listening skills by attending and responding appropriately [EC 4D.1.1(4c)] 

S.3.2 Stop what they are doing and saying (calm themselves) 

S.3.6 Ignore or accommodate for distractions while listening 

S.3.7 Listen and apply information in a group 

 

S.4 Confirm understanding of ideas presented orally or through media. 
 

S.4.1 Retell information [EC D.2.3(4d)] 

S.4.2 Shows understanding of concept words and sequence of events [EC D.1.1(4b)] 

S.4.6 Answer questions to demonstrate comprehension [EC D.2.3(4d)] 

S.4.8 Understands and carries out a two-step direction [EC D.1.3(4a)] 

S.4.9 Follows a series of three or more multi-step directions [EC D.1.3(4b)] 

S.4.14 Attend a theatrical performance [EC D.1.1(4d)] 
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Grade 5-Year-Old Kindergarten Level Standards 
The catechesis that takes place within the religion curriculum of the school and throughout the entire academic curriculum needs to: 
Promote knowledge of the faith; Promote knowledge of the meaning of the Liturgy and the sacraments; Promote moral formation in 

Jesus Christ; Teach the Christian how to pray with Christ; Prepare the Christian to live in community and to participate actively in the 
life and mission of the Church; and Promote a missionary spirit that prepares the faithful to be present as Christians in society. 

 

R. READING AND LITERATURE 
 
R.1 Demonstrate understanding of the features of print. 
 

R.1.1* Identify the front cover, back cover, and title page, table of contents, glossary and diagrams of a book [EC D.3.3(5c)] 

R.1.2 Identify table of contents to locate information 

R.1.3 Views one page at a time from front to back [EC D.3.3(5c)] 

R.1.4 Handles books correctly and shows increasing skills in print directionality (left to right, top to bottom, front to back) [EC D.3.3(5f)] 

R.1.5 Understand that print in the book carries the message [EC D.3.3(5b)] 

R.1.6 Understand that words are separated by spaces in print 

R.1.7 Identify first and last name and begin to recognize the names of other people 

R.1.8 Recognize letters in familiar words, especially in own name [EC D.3.2(5b)] 

 

R.2 Read with age-appropriate fluency, accuracy and expression. 
 

R.2.1 Use context to confirm or self-correct word recognition and understanding [EC D.3.3(5j)] 

R.2.2* Read using decoding strategies such as word chunks, word patterns, structural clues, picture clues and context clues [EC D.3.2(5f)] 

R.2.3* Read on-level text orally with accuracy, appropriate rate, and expression on successive readings 

R.2.4* Concentrate on reading for sustained periods of time 

R.2.5* Use punctuation cues to add fluency and expression  

R.2.6 Read books with simple repetitive language patterns 

R.2.7 Read assigned and self-selected fiction and non-fiction text 

R.2.8 Read from the Bible 

R.2.9 Self-select appropriate reading material for independent reading 

R.2.10 Recognizes some familiar environment print (e.g. sees a stop sign) [EC D.3.2(5d), D.3.3(5e)] 

 

R.3 Use comprehension strategies.* 
 

R.3.1 Use grade level and on-level texts for purpose and understanding 

R.3.2 Use pictures to learn meaning of unknown words in a text 

R.3.4 Use word chunks, word patterns, structural clues and context clues to understand text 

R.3.5 Understand that books have characters, sequences of events, and story plots [EC D.3.3(5h)] 

4.3.10 Identify who is speaking at various points in a text 

R.3.13 Identify the main characters and main idea in a story 

R.3.16 Relate Catholic values and teachings in the evaluation of literary themes and plots 

R.3.22 Identify words and phrases in a variety of texts that suggest feelings or appeal to the senses 

R.3.23 Describe how objects are grouped into general categories (e.g. desk, chair, sofa: furniture) 

R.3.24 Apply reading strategies: semantic webbing, story mapping, sequencing, and retelling [EC D.3.3(5i)] 

R.3.25* Select pertinent passages or phrases to answer questions [EC D.2.3(5c)] 

R.3.26 Identify a purpose for reading and study various forms of literature 

R.3.27 Read a variety of materials and respond  

R.3.28* Read and discuss age appropriate: holy cards, books about saints and prophets, creation poems, and Bible stories.  

R.3.29 Demonstrate proper library etiquette and procedures [EC D.3.2(5n)] 

R.3.30* Identify cause and effect relationships 

R.3.31 Discuss virtuous behaviors, values, and attitudes in characters  

R.3.32* Compare and contrast familiar stories with prompting and support 

R.3.33 
Use age appropriate literature as an alternative way of learning science, math, social studies and the arts and to gain and interpret 
new and different perspectives 

R.3.36 Identify impact of age appropriate literature on one’s opinion  

R.3.37 
Express thoughts, feelings, judgments, understanding, personal experience and attitudes, draw conclusions and make predictions 
after reading or listening to material of grade level text [EC D.2.4(5d)] 
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R.3.47* Share how literature is used to develop a religious, moral and social sense 

R.3.52 
Tell how literature assists in the ability to make judgments about what is true and what is false and to make choices based on these 
judgments  

R.3.54 Extend awareness of world cultures, historical perspectives, and cultural patrimony handed down through diverse texts 

 

R.4 Recognize and interpret common genres. 
 

R.4.1 Distinguish between fiction and non-fiction 

R.4.2 Recall common genres (e.g. storybook, nursery rhymes, bible story, poem, fairy tales, folk tales) 

R.4.3 Identify how spiritual knowledge is represented and communicated through fairy tales, fables, myths, parables and stories 

R.4.4 Identify heroes and villains; quests or challenges when writing or speaking about classic stories from around the world  

R.4.5 Recognize Christian and Western symbols and symbolism as good and evil 

R.4.6 Recognize elements of poetry (e.g. rhyme scheme) [EC D.3.1(5b)] 

R.4.8 Reference structural elements of drama (e.g. cast of characters, setting descriptions, dialogue, stage directions, acts, scenes) 

 

V. VOCABULARY AND WORD ANALYSIS 
 

V.1 Know and apply grade-level phonics and word analysis skills in decoding words. 
 

V.1.1* Recognize in sequence and name all upper and lowercase letter of the alphabet in familiar and unfamiliar words [EC D.3.2(5g)] 

V.1.2* Recall vowel and consonant letters and sounds [EC D.3.2(5e)] 

V.1.3* Recall initial consonants [EC D.3.2(5c)] 

V.1.4* Recognize medial consonants 

V.1.5* Recall final consonants 

V.1.6* Recognize initial blends: bl, br, cl, cr, dr, dw, fl, fr, gl, gr, pl, pr, sc, sl, sm, sn, sp, st, sr, tr, tw [EC D.3.2(5c)] 

V.1.8* Recognize final consonant blends: ck, ld, lk, mp, nd, nk, nt, pt, rd, sk, st, lp lt, ft 

V.1.12* Recognize long vowels 

V.1.13* Recognize short vowels 

V.1.14* Recognize as word families: ack, ake, all, am, at, ay, ell, et, eck, ight, ike, ill, in, ing, it, ish, ind, ook, ock 

V.1.19 Label r-controlled vowels  

V.1.20 Recognize y as a consonant 

V.1.22* Recognize syllable as a word part [EC D.3.1(5c)] 

V.1.26 Recall final e makes the preceding vowel long 

V.1.27 Recall final y sounds like long i or e 

V.1.28* Recall that y can be a vowel 

V.1.34 
Identify segmentation of spoken single-syllable words in their complete sequence of individual phonemes (e.g. lap: /l/-/a/-/p/. /f/-/l/-
/a/-/p/) [EC D.3.1(5c)] 

V.1.37 Demonstrate understanding of phonemes and syllables of spoken words [EC D.3.1(5c)] 

V.1.38 Build real-life and religious connections between words and their use (e.g. note places in school that are colorful) 

V.1.39 
Distinguish variances of meaning among verbs describing the same general action (e.g. walk, march, strut, prance) by acting out 
the meanings 

V.1.41* Recall common antonyms and synonyms  

V.1.42 Use common adjectives to distinguish objects (e.g. the small square; the white rabbit) 

V.1.43* Infer the general meaning of a word based on the real life / familiar context given in a grade level sentence 

V.1.44* Recognize age-appropriate sight words [EC D.3.2(5j)] 

V.1.45 Recognize, use, and spell age-appropriate sight words and vocabulary 

V.1.46 Recognize age-appropriate quantitative words 

V.1.47 Identify age-appropriate familiar words in other contexts 

V.1.48* Recognize that a single word may have multiple meanings  

V.1.49 Recognize word meaning to comprehend story [EC D.3.2(5k)] 

V.1.50* Recognize variation of vocabulary choice creates mental images 

V.1.51 Recognize words fit into categories (e.g. colors, clothing)  

V.1.54 Recognize compound words 

V.1.55 Recognize common abbreviations 

V.1.56 Choose a word in a passage that best fits a given definition [EC D.3.4(5k)] 
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V.2 Use newly learned words acquired through conversations, reading and responding to texts. 
 

V.2.1 Recognize both new sacred and secular age-appropriate vocabulary in discussion and daily application  

V.2.2* 
Recognize grade appropriate general academic vocabulary and domain specific words and phrases taught directly and acquired 
through reading and responding to text 

 

C. COMPOSITION 
 

C.1 Use, demonstrate and apply the conventions of print in purposeful and meaningful writing activities 
 

C.1.1* Understand the difference between letters, words and sentences [EC D.3.3(5g)] 

 

C.2 Use Prewriting Strategies 
 

C.2.1* Use graphic organizers to plan writing 

C.2.3* Brainstorm, survey, list, cluster ideas, free write 

 

C.3 Write Paragraphs 
 

C.3.1* Write sentences using complete thoughts and correct word order [EC D.3.4(5e)] 

C.3.8 Group 1 to 2 sentences 

 

C.4 Write a variety of genre and style appropriate to task, purpose and audience 
 

C.4.2 Write a friendly letter 

C.4.3 Write a formal letter  

C.4.6 Write a to-do list [EC D.3.4(5a)] 

C.4.9 Write words as labels or lists [EC D.3.4(5a)] 

C.4.10 Write phrases as captions for pictures [EC D.3.4(5a)] 

C.4.11* Copy from board 

C.4.13* Use descriptive language in writing 

C.4.15 Use symbols, pictures and charts to convey thoughts and meaning in a written document 

C.4.16 Write in response to literary or informational sources 

C.4.17* Draw from text to support analysis and reflection describing what has been learned 

C.4.19* Write journals, prayer journals 

C.4.27* 
Write with references to religious writings (i.e. reports, research, and investigation of saints, sacramental information, cards, poetry, 
summarizing reflection, journal entries, articles for school newsletter, parish bulletins) 

C.4.28 Write stories from Bible in own words 

C.4.29 Write own prayers of the faithful or own prayers 

C.4.32 Write an autobiography 

C.4.33* Participate in brief daily writing  

 

C.5 Write opinions and persuasive compositions 
 

C.5.1 Write an opinion relative to a topic 

C.5.3 Provide a reason for the opinion 

 

C.6 Write informative/explanatory, descriptive and technical texts 
 

C.6.1* Name the topic 

C.6.3* Supply some facts relevant to the topic 

C.6.9 Write or draw information about the topic (e.g. my favorite animal is… I like this animal because it…) 

 

C.7 Perform focused research tasks that build knowledge about a topic 
 

C.7.1 Gather information from experience or provided text sources to answer specific questions 
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C.8 Write narratives 
 

C.8.1 Write a group story including story elements and using the writing process [EC D.3.4(5g)] 

 

C.9 Make effective language choices 
 

C.9.1 Use the visual arts to express ideas that cannot be expressed by words alone [EC D.3.2(5i)] 

 

C.10 Revise and edit 
 

C.10.1 Write with multiple drafts through the writing process 

 

C.11 Produce legible written work (in print and digital work) 
 

C.11.1* Work from left to right, top to bottom 

C.11.2 Write recognizable letters and numbers and begin to write name and a few words [EC D.3.4(5c)] 

C.11.3 Use Bible verses and prayers to practice handwriting 

C.11.4* Demonstrate proper spacing between letters and words 

C.11.5* Print all capital letters and lower-case letters of the alphabet 

C.11.6* Write first and last name from memory [EC D.3.4(5c)] 

C.11.7* Recognize the difference between letters and other symbols [EC D.3.2(5a)] 

C.11.8 Begin strategies for completing worksheets, forms, tests, etc... 

C.11.10 Begin strategies of neatness in written work (torn papers, excessive eraser / whiteout, etc...) [EC D.3.4(5h)] 

 

C.12 Public 
 

C.12.1 Use formatting techniques (headings, fonts, font sizes, etc.) to aide in style, comprehension, and legibility 

C.12.2 Assign a title  

C.12.4* Compile the writing process into each published work 

 

G. GRAMMAR AND USAGE 
 

G.1 Observe conventions in grammar and usage in writing 
 

G.1.1* Identify nouns [EC D.3.4(5i)] 

G.1.2 Identify singular and plural nouns 

G.1.4 Recognize common and proper nouns 

G.1.23 Recognize action verbs 

G.1.48 Recognize the subject and predicate in a sentence 

 

G.2 Observe conventions of capitalization 
 

G.2.1 Recognize capitalizations of names [EC D.3.4(5j)] 

G.2.2* Recognize capitalization first word in a sentence [EC D.3.4(5j)] 

G.2.4 Capitalize names from Bible 

G.2.5 Capitalize Mass and God 

 

G.4 Observe conventions of spelling 
 

G.4.1* 
Use spelling patterns and generalizations (e.g. word families, position-based spelling, syllable patterns, ending rules, meaningful 
word parts) in writing words 

G.4.2* Apply phonetic sounds and patterns [EC D.3.1(5a)] 

G.4.3* Recognize word families  

G.4.4* Form new words through addition, deletion and substitution of sound and letters (e.g. an-man-mat-mast-must-rust-crust) 

G.4.5 Spell grade appropriate words correctly in all written work, consulting references as needed (e.g. Word Wall, dictionary) 

G.4.7 Develop dictionary strategies (print and digital) 

G.4.8 Demonstrate various methods for learning/studying words 
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S. SPEAKING AND LISTENING 
 

S.1 Participate, initiate and engage in conversations with peers and adults about age appropriate topics and texts being 
studied in class. 
 

S.1.1 Use movement or behavior to initiate interaction with a person, animal or object (e.g. offers a doll to a friend) 

S.1.2 Use non-verbal communication much like an adult (e.g. waves goodbye) [EC D.2.1(5)] 

S.1.3 
Responds appropriately when asked to identify familiar objects/person/body parts (nouns) or when asked to run, walk or jump 
(action words, verbs) [EC D.1.2(5a)] 

S.1.4* Works on taking turns during discussion  

S.1.5 Responds and extends a topic through multiple turns [EC D.1.2(5c), D.2.4(5c)] 

S.1.6 Demonstrate respectful posture, eye contact and silence when listening to others 

S.1.7 Responds to increasingly complex language structures, including comments, requests and questions [EC D.1.2(5b)] 

S.1.8* Respects others who are talking [EC D.1.2(5d)] 

S.1.9 Comment on as well as produce and comprehend words (e.g. "Hats are different sizes and shapes.") [EC D.2.3(5b)] 

S.1.10* Refrain from outbursts and interruptions 

S.1.11 Ask many questions with "W-questions" to obtain information (e.g. "Where do you live?") [EC D.2.3(5a)] 

S.1.13 
Determine how much information a listener needs based on an awareness of listener's role and understanding (e.g. child stops 
talking if the other person is not listening) [EC D.2.4(5a)] 

S.1.14 Explore conversation strategies [EC D.1.2(5c)] 

S.1.17 Recognize transitional and signal words and phrases 

 

S.2 Orally communicate information, opinions, and ideas effectively to different audiences. 
 

S.2.1* 
Use multi-word sentences (parts of speech, word order and sentence structure) like that of an adult (e.g. "I think I want to plant a 
garden.") [EC D.2.2(5a)] 

S.2.2* 
With support, speak with appropriate volume, enunciation, rate, fluency, expression, eye contact, projection, tone and articulation 
[EC D.2.2(5b-c)] 

S.2.3 Use appropriate manners and speech when addressing individuals or groups 

S.2.5 Verbally present information and use visuals [EC D.2.3(5f)] 

S.2.6 Use technology to acquire and communicate information [EC D.3.2(5m)] 

S.2.8 Participate in group recitation such as rhymes, riddles, chorals, echoes and prayers [EC D.3.1(5e)] 

S.2.9 Demonstrate creativity in speech through the use of role playing/dramatization [EC D.2.4(5h)] 

S.2.10 Participate in dramatic activities such as Christmas plays and programs [EC D.2.4(5i)] 

S.2.11 Lector at Mass and prayer services 

S.2.12 Lead impromptu prayer and intentions [EC D.2.4(5g)] 

S.2.13 Lead daily pledge (i.e. Pledge of Allegiance, school mission, creed) [EC D.2.4(5f)] 

S.2.14 Make introductions with courtesy and clarity and use appropriate etiquette when expressing thanks and receiving praise 

S.2.15* Tell a story with expression 

S.2.16 Describe familiar people, places, things and events, and with prompting and support, provide additional details 

 

S.3 Practice the steps to focused listening. 
 

S.3.1 Demonstrates understanding and listening skills by attending and responding appropriately [EC D.1.1(5c)] 

S.3.2 Stop what they are doing and saying (calm themselves) 

S.3.3 Clear away distractions 

S.3.4 Look toward the focal point 

S.3.5 Be able to tell the person what was heard or ask a question of the speaker 

S.3.6 Ignore or accommodate for distractions while listening 

S.3.7 Listen and apply information in a group 

 

S.4 Confirm understanding of ideas presented orally or through media. 
 

S.4.1 Retell information [EC D2.3(5e)] 

S.4.2 Shows understanding of concept words and sequence of events [EC D.1.1(5b)] 
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S.4.3 
Ask and answer questions about key details of information presented to get information, seek help or clarify something not 
understood 

S.4.6 Answer questions to demonstrate comprehension [EC D.2.3(5d)] 

S.4.8 Understands and carries out a two-step direction [EC D.1.3(5a)] 

S.4.9 Follows a series of three or more multi-step directions [EC D.1.3(5b)] 

S.4.14 Attend a theatrical performance [EC D.1.1(5d)] 

S.4.15 Demonstrate appropriate applause and audience etiquette 

 

  



80 

Grade 1 Level Standards 
The catechesis that takes place within the religion curriculum of the school and throughout the entire academic curriculum needs to: 
Promote knowledge of the faith; Promote knowledge of the meaning of the Liturgy and the sacraments; Promote moral formation in 

Jesus Christ; Teach the Christian how to pray with Christ; Prepare the Christian to live in community and to participate actively in the 
life and mission of the Church; and Promote a missionary spirit that prepares the faithful to be present as Christians in society. 

 

R. READING AND LITERATURE 
 
R.1 Demonstrate understanding of the features of print. 
 

R.1.1* Identify the parts of a book including: title page, table of contents, author, illustrator, and glossary 

R.1.2 Examine table of contents, captions, headings, glossary, and index to locate key facts or information 

R.1.7 Recognize the names of other people 

 

R.2 Read with age-appropriate fluency, accuracy and expression. 
 

R.2.1 Use context to confirm or self-correct word recognition and understanding 

R.2.2* Read using decoding strategies such as word chunks, word patterns, structural clues and context clues 

R.2.3* Read on-level text orally with accuracy, appropriate rate, and expression on successive readings 

R.2.4* Concentrate on reading for sustained periods of time 

R.2.5* Use punctuation cues to add fluency and expression  

R.2.6 Read books with simple repetitive language patterns 

R.2.7 Read assigned and self-selected fiction and non-fiction text 

R.2.8 Read from the Bible 

R.2.9 Self-select appropriate reading material for independent reading 

R.2.10 Identify signs and symbols used across curriculum content areas (e.g. maps, temperature, and charts) 

 

R.3 Use comprehension strategies.* 
 

R.3.1 Use grade level and on-level texts for purpose and understanding 

R.3.2 Use pictures to learn meaning of unknown words or content 

R.3.4 Use word chunks, word patterns, structural clues and context clues to understand text 

R.3.5 Understand that books have characters, settings, sequences of events, and story plots 

R.3.10 Recognize dialog is character conversation 

R.3.13 Identify the main characters and main idea in a story 

R.3.16 Relate Catholic values and teachings in the evaluation of literary themes and plots 

R.3.17* Differentiate between literal and figurative language (exaggeration, alliteration, onomatopoeia) 

R.3.20* Select between fact or opinion statements  

R.3.22 Identify words and phrases in a variety of texts that suggest feelings or appeal to the senses 

R.3.23 Describe how objects are grouped into general categories (e.g. cows, pigs and horses: farm animals) 

R.3.24 Apply reading strategies: semantic webbing, story mapping, sequencing, retelling, predicting, and prior knowledge 

R.3.25* Select pertinent passages or phrases to answer questions 

R.3.26 Identify a purpose for reading and study various forms of literature 

R.3.27 Choose age and ability appropriate material for a variety of reading purposes 

R.3.28* Read and discuss age appropriate: holy cards, books about saints and prophets, creation poems, and Bible stories.  

R.3.29 Demonstrate proper library etiquette and procedures 

R.3.30* Identify cause and effect relationships 

R.3.31 Discuss virtuous behaviors, values, and attitudes in characters.  

R.3.32* Compare and contrast familiar stories with prompting and support 

R.3.33 Compare and contrast two or more versions of the same story by different authors or from different cultures.  

R.3.35 
Use age appropriate literature as an alternative way of learning science, math, social studies and the arts and to gain and interpret 
new and different perspectives 

R.3.36 Identify impact of age appropriate literature on one’s opinion  

R.3.41 Identify who is telling the story.  

R.3.46* 
Express thoughts, feelings, judgments, understanding, personal experience and attitudes, draw conclusions and make predictions 
after reading or listening to material of grade level text 

R.3.51 Share how literature is used to develop a religious, moral and social sense 
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R.3.52 Read and follow written directions for grade level material 

R.3.53 
Tell how literature assists in the ability to make judgments about what is true and what is false and to make choices based on these 
judgments  

R.3.54 Extend awareness of world cultures, historical perspectives, and cultural patrimony handed down through diverse texts 

 

R.4 Recognize and interpret common genres. 
 

R.4.1 Distinguish between fiction and non-fiction 

R.4.2 Recall common genres (e.g. storybook, nursery rhymes, bible story, poem, fairy tales, folk tales) 

R.4.3 Identify how spiritual knowledge is represented and communicated through fairy tales, fables, myths, parables and stories 

R.4.4 Identify heroes and villains; quests or challenges when writing or speaking about classic stories from around the world  

R.4.5 Recognize Christian and Western symbols and symbolism as good and evil 

R.4.6 Recognize elements of poetry (e.g. rhyme scheme, imagery, mood, meter, repetition) 

R.4.8 Reference structural elements of drama (e.g. cast of characters, setting descriptions, dialogue, stage directions, acts, scenes) 

 

V. VOCABULARY AND WORD ANALYSIS 
 

V.1 Know and apply grade-level phonics and word analysis skills in decoding words. 
 

V.1.1* Recall in sequence and name all upper and lowercase letter of the alphabet in familiar and unfamiliar words 

V.1.2* Identify vowel and consonant letters and sounds  

V.1.3* Identify initial consonants 

V.1.4* Recall medial consonants 

V.1.5* Identify final consonants 

V.1.6* Identify initial blends: bl, br, cl, cr, dr, dw, fl, fr, gl, gr, pl, pr, sc, sl, sm, sn, sp, st, sr, tr, tw 

V.1.7* Recognize double medial consonants: dd, ff, gg, mm, nn, ss, tt, zz 

V.1.8* Identify final consonant blends: ck, ld, lk, mp, nd, nk, nt, pt, rd, sk, st, lp lt, ft 

V.1.9* Label three letter blends: chr, sch, scr, spl, spr, squ, str, shr, thr, nch 

V.1.10* Recognize consonant digraphs: ch, ng, ph, sh, th, wh, tch 

V.1.12* Identify and apply long vowels 

V.1.13* Identify and apply short vowels 

V.1.14* Identify and apply as word families: ack, ake, all, am, at, ay, ell, et, eck, ight, ike, ill, in, ing, it, ish, ind, ook, ock 

V.1.15 Label variant consonants: gh, gn, kn, qu, wr 

V.1.16 Label vowel digraphs: ai, ay, aw, ey, ie, oa, oe, ow, ea, ei, ou, ue, ui, oo, ee 

V.1.17 Label vowel diphthongs: au, aw, we, wy, oi, oo, ou, ow 

V.1.18 Label variant vowels: al, au, aw, ar, er, ir, or, ur 

V.1.19 Recognize r-controlled, w, and e vowels 

V.1.20 Identify and apply y as a consonant 

V.1.22* Recognize syllable as a word part 

V.1.26 Recognize final e makes the preceding vowel long 

V.1.27 Recognize final y sounds like long i or e 

V.1.28* Recognize that y can be a vowel 

V.1.29 Recognize c followed by i, e, y makes s sound 

V.1.30 Recognize c followed by a, o, u makes k sound 

V.1.31 Recognize g followed by i, e, y makes j sound 

V.1.32 Recognize g followed by a, o, u makes g sound 

V.1.33 Recognize words with inflectional endings, (e.g. -s, -es, -ing, -er, -est)  

V.1.34 Apply segmentation of spoken single-syllable words (e.g. lock, much, see, rain, slide, brake) 

V.1.35 Recognize grade-appropriate irregularly spelled words (e.g. said, were, could, would, their, there, through, none, both) 

V.1.36* Alphabetize through the first letter 

V.1.37 Demonstrate understanding of phonemes and syllables of spoken words 

V.1.38 Build real-life and religious connections between words and their use (e.g. note places in school that are colorful) 

V.1.39 
Distinguish variances of meaning among verbs describing the same general action (e.g. walk, march, strut, prance) by acting out 
the meanings 

V.1.41* Identify and use common antonyms, synonyms, homophones, homonyms, and heteronyms 

V.1.42 Use common adjectives to distinguish objects (e.g. the small square; the white rabbit) 

V.1.43* Infer the general meaning of a word based on the real life / familiar context given in a grade level sentence 
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V.1.44* Recognize and recall age-appropriate sight words 

V.1.45 Recognize, use, and spell age-appropriate sight words and vocabulary 

V.1.46 Recognize age-appropriate quantitative words 

V.1.47 Identify age-appropriate familiar words in other contexts 

V.1.48* Recognize that a single word may have multiple meanings  

V.1.49 Recognize word meaning to comprehend story 

V.1.50* Recognize variation of vocabulary choice creates mental images 

V.1.51 Sort words into categories (e.g. colors, clothing) to gain a sense of the concepts the categories represent 

V.1.52 
Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown or multi-meaning words through the use of consulting glossaries or beginning 
dictionaries, both print and digital 

V.1.53 Recognize dictionary skills - using guide words, finding correct spelling and finding word meaning - both print and digital 

V.1.54 Recognize compound words 

V.1.55 Recognize common abbreviations 

V.1.56 Choose a word in a passage that best fits a given definition 

 

V.2 Use newly learned words acquired through conversations, reading and responding to texts. 
 

V.2.1 Recognize both new sacred and secular age-appropriate vocabulary in discussion and daily application  

V.2.2* 
Recognize grade appropriate general academic vocabulary and domain specific words and phrases taught directly and acquired 
through reading and responding to text 

 

C. COMPOSITION 
 

C.1 Use, demonstrate and apply the conventions of print in purposeful and meaningful writing activities 
 

C.1.1* Understand the difference between words and sentences 

 

C.2 Use Prewriting Strategies 
 

C.2.1* Use graphic organizers to plan writing 

C.2.3* Brainstorm, survey, list, cluster ideas, free write 

 

C.3 Write Paragraphs 
 

C.3.1* Write sentences using complete thoughts and correct word order 

C.3.2* Introduce a topic sentence 

C.3.3 Write 1-3 supporting sentences 

C.3.4 Engage the interest of the reader 

C.3.6* Compose paragraphs that are descriptive, transitional and sequential 

C.3.8 Group sentences to form paragraphs 

 

C.4 Write a variety of genre and style appropriate to task, purpose and audience 
 

C.4.1 Write a thank you notes 

C.4.2 Write a friendly letter 

C.4.3 Write a formal letter  

C.4.6 Write a to-do list 

C.4.9 Write words as labels or lists 

C.4.10 Write phrases as captions for pictures 

C.4.11* Copy from board 

C.4.12* Write from dictation 

C.4.13* Use descriptive language in writing 

C.4.15 Use symbols, pictures and charts to convey thoughts and meaning in a written document 

C.4.16 Write in response to literary or informational sources 

C.4.17* Draw from text to support analysis and reflection describing what has been learned 

C.4.19* Write journals, prayer journals 

C.4.20 Write directions and instructions 
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C.4.27* 
Write with references to religious writings (i.e. reports, research, and investigation of saints, sacramental information, cards, poetry, 
summarizing reflection, journal entries, articles for school newsletter, parish bulletins) 

C.4.28 Write stories from Bible in own words and/or with a modern twist 

C.4.29 Write own prayers of the faithful or own prayers 

C.4.32 Write an autobiography 

C.4.33* Participate in brief daily writing  

 

C.5 Write opinions and persuasive compositions 
 

C.5.1 Write an opinion relative to a topic 

C.5.3 Provide a reason for the opinion 

C.5.5 Use words to link opinions and reasons (e.g. because, and, also, therefore) 

 

C.6 Write informative/explanatory, descriptive and technical texts 
 

C.6.1* Name the topic 

C.6.3* Supply some facts relevant to the topic 

C.6.7* Provide some sense of closure 

C.6.8* Write or draw information about the topic (e.g. my favorite animal is… I like this animal because it…) 

 

C.7 Perform focused research tasks that build knowledge about a topic 
 

C.7.1 Gather information from experience or provided text sources to answer specific questions 

C.7.7 Participate in shared research and writing projects 

 

C.8 Write narratives 
 

C.8.1 Include at least two (2) appropriately sequenced events 

C.8.3 Use time cue words to signal event order 

C.8.4 Provide some details 

C.8.5 Develop a setting 

C.8.6 Develop a plot for a story 

C.8.7 Develop characters for a story 

C.8.10 Provide a sense of closure 

 

C.9 Make effective language choices 
 

C.9.1 Choose visual arts, words, and phrases to convey ideas 

 

C.10 Revise and edit 
 

C.10.1 Write with multiple drafts through the writing process 

C.10.2* Revise and edit 

C.10.3 Use teacher conferencing 

C.10.5* Proofread to check spelling, punctuation and capitalization 

 

C.11 Produce legible written work (in print and digital work) 
 

C.11.1* Work from left to write, top to bottom 

C.11.2 Correct manuscript letter formation and maintain correct handwriting position 

C.11.3 Use bible verses and prayers to practice handwriting 

C.11.4* Demonstrate proper spacing between letters and words 

C.11.5* Print all capital letters and lowercase letters of the alphabet 

C.11.6* Consistently write first and last name using upper and lowercase letters 

C.11.7* Write numerals 

C.11.8 Begin strategies for completing worksheets, forms, tests, etc... 

C.11.9 Adjust size of handwriting / font in different situations 
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C.11.10 Begin strategies of neatness in written work (torn papers, excessive eraser / whiteout, etc...) 

 

C.12 Public 
 

C.12.1 Use formatting techniques (headings, fonts, font sizes, etc.) to aide in style, comprehension, and legibility 

C.12.2 Assign a title  

C.12.4* Compile the writing process into a published work 

 

C.13 Use technology to produce writing with guidance from adults 
 

C.13.1 Use the internet 

 

G. GRAMMAR AND USAGE 
 

G.1 Observe conventions in grammar and usage in writing 

 
G.1.1* Identify nouns 

G.1.2 Use singular and plural nouns with matching verbs in simple sentences  

G.1.4 Identify, label and use common and proper nouns 

G.1.14 Identify and use pronouns 

G.1.17 Recognize personal pronouns 

G.1.18 Recognize possessive pronouns 

G.1.19 Recognize subject pronouns 

G.1.22* Identify and use action verbs 

G.1.23 Conjugate verbs 

G.1.24* Recognize that verbs convey a sense of past, present, and future 

G.1.36 Recognize adjectives 

G.1.37 Recognize articles 

G.1.46 Recognize correct homophones 

G.1.47 Recognize the subject and predicate in a sentence 

G.1.50 Recognize sentence fragments and run-ons 

G.1.52 Recognize command, question, exclamation, and statement sentences  

G.1.53 Produce grammatically correct work 

 

G.2 Observe conventions of capitalization 
 

G.2.1 Recognize capitalization of proper nouns and appropriate pronouns 

G.2.2* Capitalize first word in a sentence 

G.2.4 Capitalize names from Bible, abbreviations of title of religious persons (Fr., Sr., etc.)  

G.2.5 Capitalize Mass, Liturgy, God, all pronouns related to the Holy Trinity, names of sacraments and other Catholic terminology  

 

G.3 Observe conventions of punctuation 
 

G.3.1* Apply end punctuation for sentences, including periods, question marks, and exclamation points 

G.3.2 Correctly apply commas to separate single words in series and lists 

G.3.3 Apply commas in dates  

G.3.7 Recognize an apostrophe 

G.3.10 Recognize the effect of punctuation marks and typed variations on meaning 

 

G.4 Observe conventions of spelling 
 

G.4.1* 
Use spelling patterns and generalizations (e.g. word families, position-based spelling, syllable patterns, ending rules, meaningful 
word parts) in writing words 

G.4.2* Apply phonetic sounds and patterns 

G.4.3* Recognize word families  

G.4.4* Form new words through addition, deletion and substitution of sound and letters (e.g. an-man-mat-mast-must-rust-crust) 

G.4.5 Spell grade appropriate words correctly in all written work, consulting references as needed (eg. Word Wall, dictionary) 
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G.4.6* Identify and create contractions correctly 

G.4.7 Develop dictionary strategies (print and digital) and consult reference materials as needed to check and correct spelling 

G.4.8 Demonstrate various methods for learning/studying words 

G.4.9 Detect common spelling errors: substitutions, reversals, omissions, additions 

 

S. SPEAKING AND LISTENING 
 

S.1 Participate, initiate and engage in conversations with peers and adults about age appropriate topics and texts being 
studied in class. 
 

S.1.1 Use movement or behavior to initiate interaction with a person, animal or object (e.g. getting a person's attention) 

S.1.2 Use non-verbal communication much like an adult (e.g. acknowledging others) 

S.1.3 
Responds appropriately in a variety of settings (greetings, farewell, receiving and giving complements, introductions, shaking hands, 
phone calls, voicemails, etc...)  

S.1.4* Follow agreed-upon rules for discussion such as listening to others, speaking one at a time, and gaining the floor in respectful ways 

S.1.5 Responds and extends a topic through multiple turns 

S.1.6 Demonstrate respectful posture, eye contact and silence when listening to others 

S.1.7 Responds appropriately to increasingly complex language structures, including comments, requests and questions 

S.1.8* Demonstrate respect for others and their opinions in discussions 

S.1.9 Identify opinions and new ideas based on Catholic values and doctrine 

S.1.10* Refrain from outbursts and interruptions 

S.1.11 Ask questions to clear up confusion about a topic 

S.1.13 
Determine how much information a listener needs based on an awareness of listener's role and understanding (e.g. child stops 
talking if the other person is not listening) 

S.1.14 Explore conversation strategies  

S.1.17 Recognize transitional and signal words and phrases 

 

S.2 Orally communicate information, opinions, and ideas effectively to different audiences. 
 

S.2.1* 
Produce complete sentences when appropriate to task and situation, using correct verb tenses to convey a sense of past, present 
and future 

S.2.2* Speak with appropriate volume, enunciation, rate, fluency, expression, eye contact, projection, tone and articulation 

S.2.3 Use appropriate manners and speech when addressing individuals or groups 

S.2.4 Organize information for a speech 

S.2.5 Verbally present information and use visuals 

S.2.6 Use technology to acquire and communicate information 

S.2.8 Recite short poems, scripture verses, rhymes, songs, group chorals, riddles, echoes and prayers 

S.2.9 Demonstrate creativity in speech through the use of role playing/dramatization 

S.2.10 Participate in dramatic activities such as Christmas plays and programs 

S.2.11 Lector at Mass and prayer services 

S.2.12 Lead impromptu prayer and intentions 

S.2.13 Lead daily pledge (i.e. Pledge of Allegiance, school mission, creed) 

S.2.14 Make introductions with courtesy and clarity and use appropriate etiquette when expressing thanks and receiving praise 

S.2.15* Tell a story with expression 

S.2.16 Accurately give informative presentations 

S.2.17* Describe familiar people, places, things and events, and with prompting and support, provide additional details 

S.2.18 Present book reports at age appropriate level 

 

S.3 Practice the steps to focused listening. 
 

S.3.1 Recognize listening as a source of information 

S.3.2 Stop what they are doing and saying (calm themselves) 

S.3.3 Clear away distractions 

S.3.4 Look toward the focal point 

S.3.5 Be able to tell the person what was heard or ask a question of the speaker 

S.3.6 Ignore or accommodate for distractions while listening 

S.3.7 Listen and apply information in a group or round table discussion 
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S.4 Confirm understanding of ideas presented orally or through media. 
 

S.4.1 Retell information 

S.4.2 Recount stories or experiences with appropriate facts, sequence and descriptive details 

S.4.3 
Ask and answer questions about key details of information presented to get information, seek help or clarify something not 
understood 

S.4.6 Answer questions to demonstrate comprehension 

S.4.8 Understand and follow up to three step spoken directions 

S.4.14 Attend and evaluate a theatrical performance 

S.4.15 Demonstrate appropriate applause and audience etiquette 

S.4.16 Student bows/curtsies to teacher in greeting 
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Grade 2 Level Standards 
The catechesis that takes place within the religion curriculum of the school and throughout the entire academic curriculum needs to: 
Promote knowledge of the faith; Promote knowledge of the meaning of the Liturgy and the sacraments; Promote moral formation in 

Jesus Christ; Teach the Christian how to pray with Christ; Prepare the Christian to live in community and to participate actively in the 
life and mission of the Church; and Promote a missionary spirit that prepares the faithful to be present as Christians in society. 

 

R. READING AND LITERATURE 
 
R.1 Demonstrate understanding of the features of print. 
 

R.1.1* Identify different parts of the book (glossary, graphs, table of contents, index) 

R.1.2 
Examine title page, table of contents, chapter headings, guide words, key words, glossary, index and copyright page to locate 
information 

R.1.7 Recognize the names of other people 

 

R.2 Read with age-appropriate fluency, accuracy and expression. 
 

R.2.1 Use context to confirm or self-correct word recognition and understanding 

R.2.2* Read using decoding strategies such as word chunks, word patterns, structural clues and context clues 

R.2.3* Read on-level text orally with accuracy, appropriate rate, and expression on successive readings 

R.2.4* Concentrate on reading for sustained periods of time 

R.2.5* Use punctuation cues to add fluency and expression  

R.2.6 Read books with repetitive language patterns 

R.2.7 Read assigned and self-selected fiction and non-fiction text 

R.2.8 Read from the Bible 

R.2.9 Self-select appropriate reading material for independent reading 

R.2.10 Interpret signs and symbols used across curriculum content areas (e.g. maps, temperature, and charts) 

 

R.3 Use comprehension strategies.* 
 

R.3.1 Use grade level and on-level texts for purpose and understanding 

R.3.2 
Use information from illustrations, print features, technical resources (charts, tables, travel schedule, timelines and manuals), and 
other visual elements to develop an understanding of the text 

R.3.4 Use word chunks, word patterns, structural clues and context clues to understand text 

R.3.5 Understand that books have characters, character relationships, settings, sequences of events, cause and effect, and story plots 

R.3.9 Recognize plot development and the way in which conflicts are addressed and resolved 

R.3.10 Recognize character dialog enhances the story  

R.3.13 Identify the main characters and their role and main idea in a story  

R.3.16 Apply Catholic values and teachings in the evaluation of literary themes and plots 

R.3.17* Differentiate between literal and figurative language (exaggeration, alliteration, onomatopoeia, metaphor, simile, personification) 

R.3.20* Identify clues indicating statements of fact or opinion 

R.3.21 Introduce metaphors and similes  

R.3.22 Identify words and phrases in a variety of texts that suggest feelings or appeal to the senses 

R.3.23 Describe how objects are grouped into general categories (e.g. cows, pigs and horses: farm animals) 

R.3.24 
Apply reading strategies: semantic webbing, story mapping, sequencing, retelling, predicting, prior knowledge, post reading, and 
summarizing  

R.3.25* Select pertinent passages or phrases to answer questions 

R.3.26 Identify a purpose for reading and study various forms of literature 

R.3.27 Choose appropriate material for a variety of reading purposes 

R.3.28* Read and discuss age appropriate: holy cards, books about saints and prophets, creation poems, and Bible stories.  

R.3.29 Demonstrate proper library etiquette and procedures 

R.3.30* Identify and analyze cause and effect relationships 

R.3.31 
Analyze how the traits of the characters and the elements of the setting affect and influence the plot Recognize virtuous behaviors, 
values, and attitudes in characters  

R.3.32* Compare and contrast familiar stories with prompting and support 

R.3.33 Compare and contrast two or more versions of the same story by different authors or from different cultures  
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R.3.35 
Use age appropriate literature as an alternative way of learning science, math, social studies and the arts and to gain and interpret 
new and different perspectives 

R.3.36 Identify impact of age appropriate literature on one’s opinion.  

R.3.41 Identify who (Point of View) is telling the story  

R.3.46* 
Formulate thoughts, feelings, judgments, understanding, personal experience and attitudes, draw conclusions and make predictions 
after reading or listening to material of grade level text 

R.3.51 Share how literature is used to develop a religious, moral and social sense 

R.3.52 Read and follow written directions for grade level material 

R.3.53 
Tell how literature assists in the ability to make judgments about what is true and what is false and to make choices based on these 
judgments  

R.3.54 Extend awareness of world cultures, historical perspectives, and cultural patrimony handed down through diverse texts 

 

R.4 Recognize and interpret common genres. 
 

R.4.1 Distinguish between fiction and non-fiction 

R.4.2 Recall common genres (e.g. storybook, nursery rhymes, bible story, poem, fairy tales, folk tales) 

R.4.3 Identify how spiritual knowledge is represented and communicated through fairy tales, fables, myths, parables and stories 

R.4.4 Identify heroes and villains; quests or challenges when writing or speaking about classic stories from around the world  

R.4.5 Recognize Christian and Western symbols and symbolism and explain how they communicate the battle between good and evil 

R.4.6 Recognize elements of poetry (e.g. rhyme scheme, imagery, mood, meter, repetition) 

R.4.7 Recognize structure of poetry within a variety of poetic forms (e.g. acrostic, free verse, concrete, Psalms, etc...) 

R.4.8 Reference structural elements of drama (e.g. cast of characters, setting descriptions, dialogue, stage directions, acts, scenes) 

 

V. VOCABULARY AND WORD ANALYSIS 
 

V.1 Know and apply grade-level phonics and word analysis skills in decoding words. 
 

V.1.4* Identify medial consonants 

V.1.6* Apply initial blends: bl, br, cl, cr, dr, dw, fl, fr, gl, gr, pl, pr, sc, sl, sm, sn, sp, st, sr, tr, tw 

V.1.7* Identify double medial consonants: dd, ff, gg, mm, nn, ss, tt, zz 

V.1.8* Apply final consonant blends: ck, ld, lk, mp, nd, nk, nt, pt, rd, sk, st, lp lt, ft 

V.1.9* Recognize three letter blends: chr, sch, scr, spl, spr, squ, str, shr, thr, nch 

V.1.10* Identify consonant digraphs: ch, ng, ph, sh, th, wh, tch 

V.1.11* Recognize silent consonants: l, b, w, t, k, g 

V.1.12* Apply long vowels 

V.1.13* Apply short vowels 

V.1.14* Apply as word families: ack, ake, all, am, at, ay, ell, et, eck, ight, ike, ill, in, ing, it, ish, ind, ook, ock 

V.1.15 Recognize variant consonants: gh, gn, kn, qu, wr, c/g, s/x 

V.1.16 Recognize vowel digraphs: ai, ay, aw, ey, ie, oa, oe, ow, ea, ei, ou, ue, ui, oo, ee 

V.1.17 Recognize vowel diphthongs: au, aw, we, wy, oi, oo, ou, ow 

V.1.18 Recognize variant vowels: al, au, aw, ar, er, ir, or, ur 

V.1.19 Identify r-controlled, w, and e vowels 

V.1.21 Recognize schwa 

V.1.22* Recognize and count syllables in a word 

V.1.23 Recognize that a syllable has a vowel sound  

V.1.24 Recognize syllabication rules 

V.1.25 Recall the accent rule 

V.1.26 Identify and explain final e makes the preceding vowel long 

V.1.27 Identify final y sounds like long i or e 

V.1.28* Identify that y can be a vowel 

V.1.29 Identify c followed by i, e, y makes s sound 

V.1.30 Identify c followed by a, o, u makes k sound 

V.1.31 Identify g followed by i, e, y makes j sound 

V.1.32 Identify g followed by a, o, u makes g sound 

V.1.33 Identify words with inflectional endings, (e.g. -s, -es, -ing, -er, -est)  

V.1.34 Apply segmentation of spoken two-syllable words (e.g. surprise, remain, needle, baby) 

V.1.35 Recognize grade-appropriate irregularly spelled words (e.g. thought, eyes, busy, ocean, island, people) 
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V.1.36* Alphabetize through the second letter 

V.1.37 Demonstrate understanding of phonemes and syllables of spoken words 

V.1.38 Build real-life and religious connections between words and their use(e.g. note a place at home that is cozy) 

V.1.39 
Distinguish variances of meaning among verbs differing in manner (e.g. look, glance, stare, glare, scowl) and adjectives differ in 
intensity (e.g. large, gigantic) by defining, choosing, or acting out the meanings 

V.1.41* Identify and use common antonyms, synonyms, homophones, homonyms, and heteronyms 

V.1.42 Use multiple adjectives to distinguish objects (e.g. the small, blue square; the shy, white rabbit) 

V.1.43* Infer the general meaning of a word based on the real life / familiar context given in a grade level sentence 

V.1.44* Recognize and recall age-appropriate sight words 

V.1.45 Recognize, use, and spell age-appropriate sight words and vocabulary 

V.1.46 Recognize age-appropriate quantitative words 

V.1.47 Identify age-appropriate familiar words in other contexts 

V.1.48* Recognize that a single word may have multiple meanings  

V.1.49 Identify word meaning to comprehend story 

V.1.50* Recognize variation of vocabulary choice creates mental images 

V.1.52 
Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown or multi-meaning words through the use of consulting glossaries or beginning 
dictionaries, both print and digital 

V.1.53 Recognize dictionary skills - using guide words, finding correct spelling and finding word meaning - both print and digital 

V.1.54 Apply the meaning of grade-appropriate compound words (e.g. birdhouse, lighthouse, bookshelf) 

V.1.55 Apply common abbreviations 

V.1.56 Locate a word in a passage that best fits a given definition 

 

V.2 Use newly learned words acquired through conversations, reading and responding to texts. 
 

V.2.1 Recognize both new sacred and secular age-appropriate vocabulary in discussion and daily application  

V.2.2* 
Recognize grade appropriate general academic vocabulary and domain specific words and phrases taught directly and acquired 
through reading and responding to text 

 

C. COMPOSITION 
 

C.1 Use, demonstrate and apply the conventions of print in purposeful and meaningful writing activities 
 

C.1.1* Understand the difference between sentences and paragraphs 

 

C.2 Use Prewriting Strategies 
 

C.2.1* Use graphic organizers to plan writing 

C.2.3* Brainstorm, survey, list, cluster ideas, freewrite 

 

C.3 Write Paragraphs 
 

C.3.1* Write sentences using complete thoughts and correct word order 

C.3.2* Write a topic sentence 

C.3.3 Write 1-3 supporting sentences 

C.3.4 Engage the interest of the reader 

C.3.5 Write with a conclusion in mind 

C.3.6* Compose paragraphs that are descriptive, transitional and sequential 

C.3.8 Write a 1-2 paragraph essay 

 

C.4 Write a variety of genre and style appropriate to task, purpose and audience 
 

C.4.1 Write a thank you notes 

C.4.2 Write a friendly letter 

C.4.3 Write a formal letter  

C.4.4 Address envelopes for correspondence 

C.4.6 Write a to-do list 

C.4.9 Write words as labels or lists 
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C.4.10 Write phrases as captions for pictures 

C.4.11* Copy from board 

C.4.12* Write from dictation 

C.4.13* Use descriptive language in writing 

C.4.14* Use varied word choices to make all types of writing interesting for the reader 

C.4.15 Use symbols, pictures and charts to convey thoughts and meaning in a written document 

C.4.16 Write in response to literary or informational sources 

C.4.17* Draw from text to support analysis and reflection describing what has been learned 

C.4.19* Write journals, prayer journals 

C.4.20 Write directions and instructions 

C.4.21 Write a book report 

C.4.23 Write poems 

C.4.24 Write skits/plays 

C.4.25 Write tales and fables 

C.4.27* 
Write with references to religious writings (i.e. reports, research, and investigation of saints, sacramental information, cards, poetry, 
summarizing reflection, journal entries, articles for school newsletter, parish bulletins) 

C.4.28 Write stories from Bible in own words and/or with a modern twist 

C.4.29 Write own prayers of the faithful or own prayers 

C.4.32 Write an autobiography 

C.4.33* Participate in brief daily writing that supports learning (brainstorming, spontaneous, routine tasks, varied timed period) 

C.4.34 Write essay test questions and assignments with short or long response answers 

 

C.5 Write opinions and persuasive compositions 
 

C.5.1 Write an opinion relative to a topic 

C.5.3 Provide reasons and details to support the opinion 

C.5.4 Provide a sense of closure 

C.5.5 Use words to link opinions and reasons (e.g. because, and, also, therefore) 

 

C.6 Write informative/explanatory, descriptive and technical texts 
 

C.6.1* Name the topic 

C.6.2* Create an organizational structure that presents information together 

C.6.3 Supply some facts relevant to the topic 

C.6.7* Write a closing summary sentence 

C.6.8* Write information (2-3 sentences) about the topic (e.g. my favorite animal is... I like this animal because it...) 

 

C.7 Perform focused research tasks that build knowledge about a topic 
 

C.7.1 Gather information from experience or provided text sources to answer specific questions 

C.7.2 Take simple notes on sources 

C.7.3 Sort evidence into categories 

C.7.7 Participate in shared research and writing projects 

 

C.8 Write narratives 
 

C.8.1 Include at least two (2) appropriately sequence events 

C.8.2* Use sensory words and phrases to convey events and experiences precisely 

C.8.3 Use time cue words to signal event order 

C.8.4 Use descriptive techniques to provide details 

C.8.5 Develop a setting 

C.8.6 Develop a plot for a story 

C.8.7 Develop characters for a story 

C.8.9 Organize the event sequence 

C.8.10 Provide a sense of closure 

 

C.9 Make effective language choices 
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C.9.1 Choose visual arts, words, and phrases to convey ideas 

C.9.2* Explore the use of descriptive words 

 

C.10 Revise and edit 
 

C.10.1 Write with multiple drafts through the writing process 

C.10.2* Revise and edit 

C.10.3 Use teacher/peer conferencing 

C.10.5* Proofread to check spelling, punctuation and capitalization 

 

C.11 Produce legible written work (in print and digital work) 
 

C.11.1* Apply rules of margins  

C.11.2 Begin to make a transition from manuscript print to cursive writing 

C.11.3 Use bible verses and prayers to practice handwriting 

C.11.4* Apply spacing between words, sentences, and paragraphs 

C.11.5* Demonstrate proper use of capital and lowercase letters 

C.11.6* Write first and last name legibly  

C.11.7* Write numerals 

C.11.8 Demonstrate strategies for completing worksheets, forms, test, etc... 

C.11.9 Adjust size of handwriting / font in different situations 

C.11.10 Begin strategies of neatness in written work (torn papers, excessive eraser / whiteout, etc...) 

 

C.12 Public 
 

C.12.1 Use formatting techniques (headings, fonts, font sizes, etc.) to aide in style, comprehension, and legibility 

C.12.2 Assign a title  

C.12.4* Compile the writing process into a published work 

 

C.13 Use technology to produce writing with guidance from adults 
 

C.13.1 Use the internet 

C.13.2 Produce digital stories 

C.13.3 Use word processing program to produce and publish writing 

 

G. GRAMMAR AND USAGE 
 

G.1 Observe conventions in grammar and usage in writing 
G.1.1* Identify nouns 

G.1.2 Use singular and plural nouns with matching verbs in simple sentences  

G.1.3 Identify collective nouns 

G.1.4 Identify, label and use common and proper nouns 

G.1.5 Identify common irregular plural nouns 

G.1.8 Recognize possessive nouns 

G.1.14 Identify and use pronouns 

G.1.17 Identify and use personal pronouns 

G.1.18 Identify and use possessive pronouns 

G.1.19 Recognize subject and object pronouns 

G.1.22* Identify and use action verbs 

G.1.23 Conjugate verbs 

G.1.24* Identify past, present, and future tense of verbs 

G.1.29 Recognize and form the past tense of common irregular verbs 

G.1.34 Recognize subject-predicate agreement 

G.1.36 Identify and use adjectives 

G.1.37 Use articles 

G.1.44 Recognize conjunctions 

G.1.46 Identify and use homophones correctly 
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G.1.47 Identify the simple and complete subject and predicate in a sentence 

G.1.48 Recognize compound subjects and compound predicates 

G.1.49 Recognize compound sentences 

G.1.50 Recognize sentence fragments and run-ons 

G.1.52 Produce and punctuate command, question, exclamation, and statement sentences  

G.1.53 Produce grammatically correct work 

 

G.2 Observe conventions of capitalization 
 

G.2.1 Apply capitalization rules for proper nouns and appropriate pronouns  

G.2.2* Capitalize first word in a sentence 

G.2.3 Recognize capitalization rules for parts of a letter 

G.2.4 Capitalize names from Bible, abbreviations of title of religious persons (Fr., Sr., etc.)  

G.2.5 Capitalize Mass, Liturgy, God, all pronouns related to the Holy Trinity, names of sacraments and other Catholic terminology  

 

G.3 Observe conventions of punctuation 

 

G.3.1* Apply end punctuation for sentences, including periods, question marks, and exclamation points 

G.3.2 Correctly apply commas to separate single words in series and lists 

G.3.3 Apply commas in dates, greetings and closing letters 

G.3.4 Use comma to separate city and state 

G.3.7 Recognize and use apostrophes to form contractions and common possessives 

G.3.8 Identify use of quotation marks in dialogue 

G.3.10 Recognize the effect of punctuation marks and typed variations on meaning 

G.3.11 Avoid over and under use of punctuation 

 

G.4 Observe conventions of spelling 
 

G.4.1* 
Use spelling patterns and generalizations (e.g. word families, position-based spelling, syllable patterns, ending rules, meaningful 
word parts) in writing words 

G.4.2* Apply phonetic sounds and patterns 

G.4.3* Identify root words 

G.4.4* Form new words through addition, deletion, and substitution of prefixes, suffixes, and creation of compound words  

G.4.5 Spell grade appropriate words correctly in all written work, consulting references as needed (e.g. Word Wall, dictionary) 

G.4.6* Identify and create contractions correctly 

G.4.7 Develop dictionary strategies (print and digital) and consult reference materials as needed to check and correct spelling 

G.4.8 Demonstrate various methods for learning/studying words 

G.4.9 Detect common spelling errors: substitutions, reversals, omissions, additions 

 

S. SPEAKING AND LISTENING 
 

S.1 Participate, initiate and engage in conversations with peers and adults about age appropriate topics and texts being 
studied in class. 
 

S.1.1 Use movement or behavior to initiate interaction with a person, animal or object (e.g. getting a person's attention) 

S.1.2 Use non-verbal communication much like an adult (e.g. acknowledging others) 

S.1.3 
Responds appropriately in a variety of settings (greetings, farewell, receiving and giving complements, introductions, shaking hands, 
phone calls, voicemails, etc...)  

S.1.4* Follow agreed-upon rules for discussion such as listening to others, speaking one at a time, and gaining the floor in respectful ways 

S.1.5 Extend ideas and understanding in light of the discussion 

S.1.6 Demonstrate respectful posture, eye contact and silence when listening to others 

S.1.7 Responds appropriately to increasingly complex language structures, including comments, requests and questions 

S.1.8* Demonstrate respect for others and their opinions in discussions 

S.1.9 Identify opinions and new ideas based on Catholic values and doctrine 

S.1.10* Refrain from outbursts and interruptions 

S.1.11 Ask for clarification and further explanation as needed 

S.1.13 Identify and respond appropriately to non-verbal cues during a discussion 
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S.1.14 Explore and apply conversation strategies  

S.1.17 Recognize transitional and signal words and phrases 

 

S.2 Orally communicate information, opinions, and ideas effectively to different audiences. 
 

S.2.1* 
Produce complete sentences when appropriate to task and situation to provide requested detail or clarification, ensuring subject-
verb agreement and correct use of irregular plural nouns 

S.2.2* Speak with appropriate volume, enunciation, rate, fluency, expression, eye contact, projection, tone and articulation 

S.2.3 Use appropriate manners and speech when addressing individuals or groups 

S.2.4 Organize information for a speech 

S.2.5 Verbally present information and use visuals 

S.2.6 Use technology to acquire, organize, and communicate information 

S.2.8 Recite short poems, scripture verses, rhymes, songs, group chorals, riddles, echoes and prayers 

S.2.9 Demonstrate creativity in speech through the use of role playing/dramatization  

S.2.10 Participate in dramatic activities such as Christmas plays and programs 

S.2.11 Lector at Mass and prayer services 

S.2.12 Lead impromptu prayer and intentions 

S.2.13 Lead daily pledge (i.e. Pledge of Allegiance, school mission, creed) 

S.2.14 Make introductions with courtesy and clarity and use appropriate etiquette when expressing thanks and receiving praise 

S.2.15* Tell a story with expression 

S.2.16 Accurately give informative presentations 

S.2.17* Describe familiar people, places, things and events, and with prompting and support, provide additional details 

S.2.18 Present book reports at age appropriate level 

S.2.19* Identify clues indicating statements of fact and opinion and provide evidence to support opinions 

 

S.3 Practice the steps to focused listening. 
 

S.3.5 Be able to tell the person what was heard or ask a question of the speaker 

S.3.6 Ignore or accommodate for distractions while listening 

S.3.7 Listen and apply information in a group or round table discussion 

 

S.4 Confirm understanding of ideas presented orally or through media. 
 

S.4.1 Retell information 

S.4.2 Recount stories or experiences with appropriate facts, sequence and descriptive details 

S.4.3 
Ask and answer questions about key details of information presented to get information, seek help or clarify something not 
understood 

S.4.6 Answer questions to demonstrate comprehension 

S.4.14 Attend and evaluate a theatrical performance 

S.4.15 Demonstrate appropriate applause and audience etiquette 

S.4.16 Student bows/curtsies to teacher in greeting 
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Grade 3 Level Standards 
The catechesis that takes place within the religion curriculum of the school and throughout the entire academic curriculum needs to: 
Promote knowledge of the faith; Promote knowledge of the meaning of the Liturgy and the sacraments; Promote moral formation in 

Jesus Christ; Teach the Christian how to pray with Christ; Prepare the Christian to live in community and to participate actively in the 
life and mission of the Church; and Promote a missionary spirit that prepares the faithful to be present as Christians in society. 

 

R. READING AND LITERATURE 
 
R.1 Demonstrate understanding of the features of print. 
 

R.1.2 
Interpret text features (e.g. bold print, key words, topic sentences, hyperlinks, electronic menus, icons, illustrations) to locate 
information quickly and efficiently 

R.1.7 Recognize own name in cursive  

 

R.2 Read with age-appropriate fluency, accuracy and expression. 
 

R.2.1 Use context to confirm or self-correct word recognition and understanding 

R.2.2* Read using decoding strategies such as word chunks, word patterns, structural clues and context clues 

R.2.3* Read on-level text orally with accuracy, appropriate rate, and expression on successive readings 

R.2.4* Concentrate on reading to build stamina for sustained periods of time 

R.2.5* Use punctuation cues to add fluency and expression  

R.2.7 Read assigned and self-selected fiction and non-fiction text 

R.2.8 Read from the Bible 

R.2.9 Self-select appropriate reading material for independent reading 

R.2.10 Interpret signs and symbols used across curriculum content areas (e.g. maps, temperature, and charts) 

 

R.3 Use comprehension strategies.* 
 

R.3.1 Use grade level and on-level texts for purpose and understanding 

R.3.2 
Use information from illustrations, print features, technical resources (charts, tables, travel schedule, timelines and manuals), and 
other visual elements to develop an understanding of the text 

R.3.4 Use word chunks, word patterns, structural clues and context clues to understand text 

R.3.5 Understand that books have characters, character relationships, settings, sequences of events, cause and effect, and story plots 

R.3.6 Identify the conflict of the plot and explain how it is resolved 

R.3.7 Use events that advance the plot and determine how each event explains past or present action or foreshadows future action 

R.3.9 Explain plot development and the way in which conflicts are addressed and resolved 

R.3.10 Analyze how character dialog builds plot and character relationships 

R.3.12 Compare and contrast different media (books, audio, readers theater, student led dramatizations, play performances, etc.) 

R.3.13 Determine the main idea, theme and supporting details of a text and explain how it is supported by key details 

R.3.15* Name the theme of a story, drama or poem from the details of the text 

R.3.16 Apply Catholic values and teachings in the evaluation of literary themes and plots 

R.3.17* 
Differentiate between literal and figurative language (exaggeration, alliteration, onomatopoeia, metaphor, simile, personification, 
idioms) 

R.3.20* Differentiate between fact and opinion 

R.3.21 Identify metaphors and similes  

R.3.22 Identify words and phrases in a variety of texts that suggest feelings or appeal to the senses 

R.3.23 Categorize by characteristics, facts, and genres. 

R.3.24 
Apply reading strategies: semantic webbing, story mapping, sequencing, retelling, predicting, prior knowledge, post reading, 
summarizing, and visualizing 

R.3.25* Select pertinent passages or phrases to answer questions 

R.3.26 Identify a purpose for reading and study various forms of literature 

R.3.27 Read a variety of texts and genres to build an interest in leisure 

R.3.28* Read and discuss age appropriate: holy cards, books about saints and prophets, creation poems, and Bible stories  

R.3.29 Demonstrate proper library etiquette and procedures 

R.3.30* Identify and analyze cause and effect relationships 

R.3.31 
Analyze how the traits of the characters and the elements of the setting affect and influence the plot Recognize virtuous behaviors, 
values, and attitudes in characters  
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R.3.32* Compare and contrast texts across genres 

R.3.33 Compare and contrast two or more versions of the same story by different authors or from different cultures  

R.3.35 
Use age appropriate literature as an alternative way of learning science, math, social studies and the arts and to gain and interpret 
new and different perspectives 

R.3.36 Identify impact of age appropriate literature on one’s opinion  

R.3.41 Identify the point of view including the difference between first and third person narratives 

R.3.43* Reflect on the personal and cultural significance of literary works 

R.3.46* 
Formulate thoughts, feelings, judgments, understanding, personal experience and attitudes, draw conclusions and make predictions 
after reading or listening to material of grade level text 

R.3.49* Compare and contrast sources for credibility and reliability 

R.3.51 Demonstrate how literature is used to develop a religious, moral and social sense 

R.3.52 Read and follow written directions for grade level material 

R.3.53 
Tell how literature assists in the ability to make judgments about what is true and what is false and to make choices based on these 
judgments  

R.3.54 Extend awareness of world cultures, historical perspectives, and cultural patrimony handed down through diverse texts 

 

R.4 Recognize and interpret common genres. 
 

R.4.1 Distinguish between fiction and non-fiction 

R.4.2 
Distinguish between common genres (e.g. nursery rhymes, fantasy, folk tale, fable, parable, poem, mystery, history, biography, 
autobiography, journals, essays, classical literature, content area, legend, historical fiction, news story, myths, etc...) 

R.4.3 
Use key supporting details to articulate how spiritual knowledge and enduring truths are represented and communicated through 
stories, fables, folktales, biblical stories or myths from diverse cultures to determine the lessons or morals  

R.4.4 Identify and analyze heroes and villains; quests or challenges when writing or speaking about classic stories from around the world  

R.4.5 
Recognize Christian and Western symbols and symbolism and explain how they communicate the battle between good and evil 
related to current events 

R.4.6 Recognize elements of poetry (e.g. rhyme scheme, imagery, mood, meter, repetition, stanza) 

R.4.7 Recognize structure of poetry within a variety of poetic forms (e.g. acrostic, couplets, cinquain, free verse, concrete, Psalms, etc...) 

R.4.8 Reference structural elements of drama (e.g. cast of characters, setting descriptions, dialogue, stage directions, acts, scenes) 

V. VOCABULARY AND WORD ANALYSIS 
 

V.1 Know and apply grade-level phonics and word analysis skills in decoding words. 
 

V.1.7* Apply double medial consonants: dd, ff, gg, mm, nn, ss, tt, zz 

V.1.9* Identify three letter blends: chr, sch, scr, spl, spr, squ, str, shr, thr, nch 

V.1.10* Apply consonant digraphs: ch, ng, ph, sh, th, wh, tch 

V.1.11* Identify silent consonants: l, b, w, t, k, g 

V.1.15 Identify variant consonants: gh, gn, kn, qu, wr, c/g, s/x 

V.1.16 Identify vowel digraphs: ai, ay, aw, ey, ie, oa, oe, ow, ea, ei, ou, ue, ui, oo, ee 

V.1.17 Identify vowel diphthongs: au, aw, we, wy, oi, oo, ou, ow 

V.1.18 Identify variant vowels: al, au, aw, ar, er, ir, or, ur 

V.1.19 Apply r-controlled, w, and e vowels 

V.1.21 Identify schwa 

V.1.22* Recognize and count multiple syllables in a word 

V.1.23 Identify and apply that a syllable has a vowel sound  

V.1.24 Identify syllabication rules 

V.1.25 Recognize the accent rule 

V.1.26 Apply final e makes the preceding vowel long 

V.1.27 Apply final y sounds like long i or e 

V.1.28* Apply that y can be a vowel 

V.1.29 Apply c followed by i, e, y makes s sound 

V.1.30 Apply c followed by a, o, u makes k sound 

V.1.31 Apply g followed by i, e, y makes j sound 

V.1.32 Apply g followed by a, o, u makes g sound 

V.1.33 Apply words with inflectional endings, (e.g. -s, -es, -ing, -er, -est)  

V.1.34 Apply segmentation of spoken three or more syllable words (e.g. surprise, remain, needle, baby) 

V.1.35 Recognize grade-appropriate irregularly spelled words (e.g. although, science, stomach, machine) 

V.1.36* Alphabetize through the third letter 
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V.1.37 Demonstrate understanding of phonemes and syllables of spoken words 

V.1.38 Build real-life and religious connections between words and their use (e.g. describe foods that are spicy or juicy) 

V.1.39 
Distinguish variances of meaning among related verbs (e.g. toss, throw, hurl) and related adjectives (e.g. thin, slender, skinny, 
scrawny) 

V.1.40 Identify and explain analogies (like and as) 

V.1.41* Compare and Contrast the use of common antonyms, synonyms, homophones, homonyms, and heteronyms 

V.1.42 Use multiple adjectives to distinguish objects (e.g. the small, blue square; the shy, white rabbit) 

V.1.43* Infer the general meaning of a word based on the real life / familiar context given in a grade level sentence 

V.1.44* Recognize and recall age-appropriate vocabulary 

V.1.45 Recognize, use, and spell age-appropriate vocabulary 

V.1.46 Recognize age-appropriate quantitative words 

V.1.47 Apply age-appropriate familiar words in other contexts 

V.1.48* Recognize that a single word may have multiple meanings  

V.1.49 Identify word meaning to comprehend story 

V.1.50* Describe variation of vocabulary choice creates mental images 

V.1.52 
Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown or multi-meaning words through the use of consulting glossaries or beginning 
dictionaries, both print and digital 

V.1.53 Apply dictionary and thesaurus skills using guide words, finding correct spelling and finding word meaning - both print and digital 

V.1.54 Analyze the meaning of grade-appropriate compound words (e.g. birdhouse, lighthouse, bookshelf) 

V.1.55 Apply common abbreviations 

V.1.56 Locate a word in a passage that best fits a given definition 

 

V.2 Use newly learned words acquired through conversations, reading and responding to texts. 
 

V.2.1 Recognize both new sacred and secular age-appropriate vocabulary in discussion and daily application  

V.2.2* 
Recognize grade appropriate general academic vocabulary and domain specific words and phrases taught directly and acquired 
through reading and responding to text 

 
C. COMPOSITION 
 

C.1 Use, demonstrate and apply the conventions of print in purposeful and meaningful writing activities 
 

C.1.1* Demonstrate the difference between sentences and paragraphs 

 

C.2 Use Prewriting Strategies 
 

C.2.1* Use graphic organizers to plan writing 

C.2.2 Use outline, question/answer method, and/or lists 

C.2.3* Brainstorm, survey, list, cluster ideas, free write 

 

C.3 Write Paragraphs 
 

C.3.1* Write sentences using complete thoughts and correct word order 

C.3.2* Write a topic sentence 

C.3.3 Write 2-4 supporting sentences 

C.3.4 Engage the interest of the reader 

C.3.5 Write with a conclusion in mind 

C.3.6* Compose paragraphs that are descriptive, transitional and sequential 

C.3.8 Write a 3 paragraph essay 

 

C.4 Write a variety of genre and style appropriate to task, purpose and audience 
 

C.4.1 Write a thank you notes 

C.4.2 Write a friendly letter 

C.4.3 Write a formal letter  

C.4.4 Address envelopes for correspondence 

C.4.5 Write and address a postcard 



97 

C.4.6 Write a to-do list 

C.4.7 Write a friendly email/electronic communication (i.e. Google chat) 

C.4.8 Write a formal email/electronic communication (i.e. Google chat) 

C.4.9 Write words as labels or lists 

C.4.10 Write phrases as captions for pictures 

C.4.11* Copy from board 

C.4.12* Write from dictation 

C.4.13* Use descriptive language in writing 

C.4.14* Use varied word choices to make all types of writing interesting for the reader 

C.4.15 Use symbols, pictures and charts to convey thoughts and meaning in a written document 

C.4.16 Write in response to literary or informational sources 

C.4.17* Draw from text to support analysis and reflection describing what has been learned 

C.4.19* Write journals, prayer journals 

C.4.20 Write directions and instructions 

C.4.21 Write a book report 

C.4.23 Write poems 

C.4.24 Write skits/plays 

C.4.25 Write tales and fables 

C.4.27* 
Write with references to religious writings (i.e. reports, research, and investigation of saints, sacramental information, cards, poetry, 
summarizing reflection, journal entries, articles for school newsletter, parish bulletins) 

C.4.28 Write stories from Bible in own words and/or with a modern twist 

C.4.29 Write own prayers of the faithful, write own prayers, write Ten Commandments in own words 

C.4.31 Rewrite miracles/parables into play form and perform 

C.4.32 Write an autobiography and a biography 

C.4.33* Participate in brief daily writing that supports learning (brainstorming, spontaneous, routine tasks, varied timed period) 

C.4.34 Write essay test questions and assignments with short or long response answers 

 

C.5 Write opinions and persuasive compositions 
 

C.5.1 Introduce an opinion about a concrete topic 

C.5.2* Create an organizing structure where related ideas are grouped to support the writer's purpose 

C.5.3* Provide reasons and details to support the opinion 

C.5.4 Provide a sense of closure 

C.5.5 Use words to link opinions and reasons (e.g. because, and, also, therefore) 

 

C.6 Write informative/explanatory, descriptive and technical texts 
 

C.6.1* Introduce the topic 

C.6.2* Create an organizational structure that presents information together 

C.6.3* Supply some facts relevant to the topic 

C.6.5 Use linking words (e.g. also, another, and more) to connect ideas with categories of information 

C.6.7* Write a closing summary sentence 

 

C.7 Perform focused research tasks that build knowledge about a topic 
 

C.7.1 Gather information from experience as well as print and digital resources 

C.7.2 Take simple notes on sources 

C.7.3 Sort evidence into categories 

C.7.5 Cite sources 

C.7.7 Participate in shared research and writing projects 

 

C.8 Write narratives 
 

C.8.1 Include at least two (2) or more appropriately sequence events 

C.8.2* Use sensory words and phrases to convey events and experiences precisely 

C.8.3 Use a variety of temporal or transition words and phrases to manage the sequence of events 

C.8.4 
Use narrative techniques such as dialogue and description to develop events and show the characters' external behaviors and 
internal responses to events 
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C.8.5 Develop a setting 

C.8.6 Develop a plot for a story that engages a reader 

C.8.7 Develop characters for a story, including a narrator 

C.8.9 Organize the event sequence 

C.8.10 Provide a conclusion that follows from the narrative's events 

 

C.9 Make effective language choices 
 

C.9.1 Choose phrases and sentences to convey ideas 

C.9.2* Explore the use of descriptive words 

 

C.10 Revise and edit 
 

C.10.1 Write with multiple drafts through the writing process 

C.10.2* Revise and edit with a peer 

C.10.3 Use teacher/peer conferencing 

C.10.5* Proofread to check spelling, punctuation, capitalization, indentation, and comprehension 

 

C.11 Produce legible written work (in print and digital work) 
 

C.11.1* Apply rules of margins  

C.11.2 Correct letter formation in both manuscript and cursive 

C.11.3 Use bible verses and prayers to practice handwriting 

C.11.4* Apply spacing between words, sentences, and paragraphs 

C.11.6* Write first and last name legibly in cursive 

C.11.7* Write numerals (including Roman numerals) 

C.11.8 Demonstrate strategies for completing worksheets, forms, test, etc... 

C.11.9 Adjust size of handwriting / font in different situations 

C.11.10 Begin strategies of neatness in written work (torn papers, excessive eraser / whiteout, etc...) 

 

C.12 Public 
 

C.12.1 Use formatting techniques (headings, fonts, font sizes, etc.) to aide in style, comprehension, and legibility 

C.12.2 Assign a title  

C.12.4* Compile the writing process into a published work 

 

C.13 Use technology to produce writing with guidance from adults 
 

C.13.1 Use the internet 

C.13.2 Produce digital stories 

C.13.3 Use word processing program to produce and publish writing 

C.13.6 Use digital images to enhance writing 

 

G. GRAMMAR AND USAGE 
 

G.1 Observe conventions in grammar and usage in writing 
G.1.1* Explain the function of nouns in specific sentences 

G.1.2 Use singular and plural nouns with matching verbs in all sentences  

G.1.3 Identify collective, abstract and concrete nouns 

G.1.4 Identify, label and use common and proper nouns 

G.1.5 Identify and use common irregular plural nouns 

G.1.6 Identify and use subject and object nouns 

G.1.8 Identify and use possessive singular and plural nouns 

G.1.11 Recognize prepositions 

G.1.13 Recognize direct object 

G.1.14 Identify and use pronouns 

G.1.15 State function of pronouns 
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G.1.16 Recognize the correct pronoun in relation to the person, form, gender and number of nouns 

G.1.17 Identify and use personal pronouns 

G.1.18 Identify and use possessive pronouns 

G.1.19 Identify and use subject and object pronouns 

G.1.22* Identify and use action verbs 

G.1.23 Conjugate verbs 

G.1.24* Form and use simple verb tense 

G.1.26 Recognize linking/state of being verbs 

G.1.27 Recognize auxiliary/helping verbs 

G.1.29 Use consistent tense and form with irregular verbs 

G.1.34 Practice subject-predicate agreement 

G.1.35 Recognize perfect verb forms 

G.1.36 Identify and use adjectives 

G.1.37 Identify and use articles 

G.1.38 Recognize types of adjectives 

G.1.39 Recognize adverbs 

G.1.41 Recognize adverbs as time, place and manner 

G.1.44 Identify and use conjunctions 

G.1.46 Identify and use homophones correctly 

G.1.47 Identify the simple and complete subject and predicate in a sentence 

G.1.48 Identify compound subjects and compound predicates 

G.1.49 Recognize compound sentences 

G.1.50 Produce complete sentences avoiding fragments and run-ons 

G.1.51 Identify and apply subject understood of a sentence 

G.1.52 Recognize, produce and punctuate declarative, interrogative, exclamatory and imperative sentences 

G.1.53 Produce grammatically correct work 

 

G.2 Observe conventions of capitalization 
 

G.2.1 Identify and use capitalization rules proper nouns and appropriate pronouns 

G.2.2* Capitalize first words of: quotations, dialogue, poetry lines, outlines 

G.2.3 Apply capitalization rules for parts of a letter 

G.2.4 Capitalize names from Bible, abbreviations of title of religious persons (Fr., Sr., etc.)  

G.2.5 Capitalize Mass, Liturgy, God, all pronouns related to the Holy Trinity, names of sacraments and other Catholic terminology  

 

G.3 Observe conventions of punctuation 

 

G.3.1* Apply correct punctuation in written work including end marks, commas and apostrophes 

G.3.2 Correctly apply commas to separate single words in series and lists 

G.3.3 
Apply commas with dates, greetings, closing letters, conjunctions in a compound sentence, interjections, introductory phrases and 
clauses 

G.3.4 Use comma to separate city and state 

G.3.7 Identify and use apostrophe to show possession and to form contractions 

G.3.8 Recognize and apply correct use of quotation marks in dialogue 

G.3.9 Recognize use of underlining, quotation marks or italics to indicate titles of works 

G.3.10 Recognize the effect of punctuation marks and typed variations on meaning 

G.3.11 Avoid over and under use of punctuation 

 

G.4 Observe conventions of spelling 
 

G.4.1* 
Use spelling patterns and generalizations (e.g. word families, position-based spelling, syllable patterns, ending rules, meaningful 
word parts) in writing words 

G.4.2* Apply phonetic sounds and patterns 

G.4.3* Identify root words 

G.4.4* Form new words through addition, deletion, and substitution of prefixes, suffixes, and creation of compound words  

G.4.5 Spell grade appropriate words correctly in all written work, consulting references as needed (e.g. Word Wall, dictionary) 

G.4.6* Identify and create contractions correctly 

G.4.7 Apply dictionary strategies (print and digital) and consult reference materials as needed to check and correct spelling 
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G.4.8 Demonstrate various methods for learning/studying words 

G.4.9 Detect common spelling errors: substitutions, reversals, omissions, additions 

 

S. SPEAKING AND LISTENING 
 
S.1 Participate, initiate and engage in conversations with peers and adults about age appropriate topics and texts being 
studied in class. 
 

S.1.1 Use movement or behavior to initiate interaction with a person, animal or object (e.g. getting a person's attention) 

S.1.2 Use non-verbal communication much like an adult (e.g. acknowledging others) 

S.1.3 
Responds appropriately in a variety of settings (greetings, farewell, receiving and giving complements, introductions, shaking hands, 
phone calls, voicemails, etc...)  

S.1.4* Follow agreed upon rules for discussion and carry out assigned roles in small group discussions 

S.1.5 Extend ideas and understanding in light of the discussion 

S.1.6 Demonstrate respectful posture, eye contact and silence when listening to others 

S.1.7 Responds appropriately to increasingly complex language structures, including comments, requests and questions 

S.1.8* Demonstrate respect for the views of others even when there is disagreement 

S.1.9 Identify opinions and new ideas based on Catholic values and doctrine 

S.1.10* 
Refrain from outbursts and interruptions including sarcasm, hostility and defensiveness in tone or gesture when there is 
disagreement 

S.1.11 Pose relevant questions and add to the conversation elaborating on the remarks of others 

S.1.13 Identify and respond appropriately to non-verbal cues during a discussion 

S.1.14 Demonstrate conversational strategies, i.e. initiate conversation  

S.1.15* Prepare for discussions by completing reading or conducting research and explicitly draw on the material in discussion 

S.1.17 Recognize transitional and signal words and phrases 

 

S.2 Orally communicate information, opinions, and ideas effectively to different audiences. 
 

S.2.1* Employ a variety of tenses and ensuring subject-verb and pronoun-antecedent agreement 

S.2.2* Speak with appropriate volume, enunciation, rate, fluency, expression, eye contact, projection, tone and articulation 

S.2.3 Use appropriate manners and speech when addressing individuals or groups 

S.2.4 Demonstrate the ability to organize a speech 

S.2.5 Verbally present information and use visuals 

S.2.6 Use technology to acquire, organize, and communicate information 

S.2.8 Recite short poems, scripture verses, rhymes, songs, group chorals, riddles, echoes and prayers 

S.2.9 Demonstrate creativity in speech through the use of role playing/dramatization  

S.2.10 Participate in dramatic activities such as Christmas plays and programs 

S.2.11 Lector at Mass and prayer services 

S.2.12 Lead impromptu prayer and intentions 

S.2.13 Lead daily pledge (i.e. Pledge of Allegiance, school mission, creed) 

S.2.14 
Make formal introductions with eye contact, courtesy, and clarity and use appropriate etiquette when expressing thanks and 
receiving praise 

S.2.15* Tell a story with expression 

S.2.16 Accurately give informative presentations 

S.2.17* 
Give descriptive presentations that use concrete sensory details to set for and support unified impressions of people, places, things 
and experiences 

S.2.18 Present book reports at age appropriate level 

S.2.19* Identify clues indicating statements of fact and opinion and provide evidence to support opinions 

 

S.3 Practice the steps to focused listening. 
 

S.3.5 Be able to tell the person what was heard or ask a question of the speaker 

S.3.6 Ignore or accommodate for distractions while listening 

S.3.7 Listen and apply information in a group or round table discussion 

 

S.4 Confirm understanding of ideas presented orally or through media. 
 



101 

S.4.1 Retell information 

S.4.2 Recount stories or experiences with appropriate facts, sequence and descriptive details 

S.4.3 
Ask and answer questions about key details of information presented to get information, seek help or clarify something not 
understood 

S.4.5 Transfer important ideas into notes 

S.4.6 Answer questions to demonstrate comprehension 

S.4.7 Offer constructive feedback  

S.4.14 Attend and evaluate a theatrical performance 

S.4.15 Demonstrate appropriate applause and audience etiquette 

S.4.16 Student bows/curtsies to teacher in greeting 
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Grade 4 Level Standards 
The catechesis that takes place within the religion curriculum of the school and throughout the entire academic curriculum needs to: 
Promote knowledge of the faith; Promote knowledge of the meaning of the Liturgy and the sacraments; Promote moral formation in 

Jesus Christ; Teach the Christian how to pray with Christ; Prepare the Christian to live in community and to participate actively in the 
life and mission of the Church; and Promote a missionary spirit that prepares the faithful to be present as Christians in society. 

 

R. READING AND LITERATURE 
 
R.1 Demonstrate understanding of the features of print. 
 

R.1.2 
Interpret text features (e.g. bold print, key words, topic sentences, hyperlinks, electronic menus, icons, illustrations) to locate 
information quickly and efficiently 

R.1.7 Recognize cursive  

 

R.2 Read with age-appropriate fluency, accuracy and expression. 
 

R.2.1 Use context to confirm or self-correct word recognition and understanding 

R.2.2* Read using decoding strategies such as word chunks, word patterns, structural clues and context clues 

R.2.3* Read on-level text orally with accuracy, appropriate rate, and expression on successive readings 

R.2.4* Concentrate on reading to build stamina for sustained periods of time 

R.2.5* Use punctuation cues to add fluency and expression  

R.2.7 Read assigned and self-selected fiction and non-fiction text 

R.2.8 Read from the Bible 

R.2.9 Self-select appropriate reading material for independent reading 

R.2.10 Interpret signs and symbols used across curriculum content areas (e.g. maps, temperature, and charts) 

 

R.3 Use comprehension strategies.* 
 

R.3.1 Use grade level and on-level texts for purpose and understanding 

R.3.2 
Use information from illustrations, print features, technical resources (charts, tables, travel schedule, timelines and manuals), and 
other visual elements to develop an understanding of the text 

R.3.4 Use word chunks, word patterns, structural clues and context clues to understand text 

R.3.5 Understand that books have characters, character relationships, settings, sequences of events, cause and effect, and story plots 

R.3.6 Identify the conflict of the plot and explain how it is resolved 

R.3.7 Use events that advance the plot and determine how each event explains past or present action or foreshadows future action 

R.3.8 Recognize the effect of flashback on the development of the plot and meaning of the text 

R.3.9 
Identify the structural elements of the plot, such as subplots, and climax; the plot's development; and the way in which conflicts are 
addressed and resolved 

R.3.10 Identify how particular lines of dialogue or specific incidents in the story or drama reveal aspects of character or provoke a decision 

R.3.11* 
Recognize how a sentence, chapter, scene or stanza fits into the overall structure of a text and contributes to the development of 
the plot or themes 

R.3.12 Compare and contrast different media (books, audio, readers theater, student led dramatizations, play performances, etc.) 

R.3.13 Determine the main idea, theme and supporting details of a text and explain how it is supported by key details 

R.3.15* Derive a theme of a story, drama or poem from the details of the text, distinguishing between significant and supporting details 

R.3.16 Apply Catholic values and teachings in the evaluation of literary themes and plots 

R.3.17* 
Differentiate between literal and figurative language (exaggeration, alliteration, onomatopoeia, metaphor, simile, personification, 
idioms, hyperbole) 

R.3.19 Recognize Linguistic Analysis (word choice) in terms of historical, geographical, social economic, racial, religious context  

R.3.20* Differentiate between fact and opinion 

R.3.21 Identify metaphors and similes  

R.3.22 Identify words and phrases in a variety of texts that suggest feelings or appeal to the senses and explain the author's intent  

R.3.23 Categorize by characteristics, facts, genres, and topics  

R.3.24 
Apply reading strategies: semantic webbing, story mapping, sequencing, retelling, predicting, prior knowledge, post reading, 
summarizing, visualizing, and inferencing 

R.3.25* Select pertinent passages or phrases to answer questions 

R.3.26 Identify a purpose for reading and study various forms of literature 

R.3.27 Read a variety of texts and genres to build an interest in leisure 
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R.3.28* Read and discuss age appropriate: holy cards, books about saints and prophets, creation poems, and Bible stories  

R.3.29 Demonstrate proper library etiquette and procedures 

R.3.30* Identify and analyze cause and effect relationships 

R.3.31 
Describe in detail a character, event or setting, drawing on specific details in the text (e.g. from a character's thoughts, words, 
deeds, interactions with others). Recognize virtuous behaviors, values, and attitudes in characters  

R.3.32* Compare and contrast texts across genres using text evidence  

R.3.33 Compare and contrast two or more versions of the same story by different authors or from different cultures  

R.3.34 Describe how two or more texts on the same subject build on one another; provide a coherent picture of the information they convey 

R.3.35 
Use age appropriate literature as an alternative way of learning science, math, social studies and the arts and to gain and interpret 
new and different perspectives 

R.3.36 Identify impact of age appropriate literature on one’s opinion  

R.3.41 Identify the point of view including the difference between first and third person narratives 

R.3.43* Reflect on the personal and cultural significance of literary works 

R.3.46* 
Formulate thoughts, feelings, judgments, understanding, personal experience and attitudes, draw conclusions and make predictions 
after reading or listening to material of grade level text 

R.3.48 
Draw on information from multiple print or digital sources, demonstrating the ability to locate an answer to a question or to solve a 
problem efficiently 

R.3.49* Compare and contrast sources for credibility and reliability 

R.3.51 Demonstrate how literature is used to develop a religious, moral and social sense 

R.3.52 Read and follow written directions for grade level material 

R.3.53 
Tell how literature assists in the ability to make judgments about what is true and what is false and to make choices based on these 
judgments  

R.3.54 Extend awareness of world cultures, historical perspectives, and cultural patrimony handed down through diverse texts 

 

R.4 Recognize and interpret common genres. 
 

R.4.1 Distinguish between fiction and non-fiction 

R.4.2 
Identify and analyze various genre (e.g. fairytales, folktales, poems, historical fiction, narratives, biography, autobiography, non-
fiction, Psalms, Gospels, Biblical Stories/Parables, expository, reference, mystery, journals, essays, classical literature, content 
area, legend, historical fiction, news story, myths, etc...) 

R.4.3 
Use key supporting details to articulate how spiritual knowledge and enduring truths are represented and communicated through 
stories, fables, folktales, biblical stories or myths from diverse cultures to determine the lessons or morals  

R.4.4 Identify and analyze heroes and villains; quests or challenges when writing or speaking about classic stories from around the world  

R.4.5 
Recognize Christian and Western symbols and symbolism and explain how they communicate the battle between good and evil 
related to current events 

R.4.6 Recognize elements of poetry (e.g. rhyme scheme, imagery, mood, meter, repetition, stanza) 

R.4.7 Recognize structure of poetry within a variety of poetic forms (e.g. acrostic, couplets, cinquain, free verse, concrete, Psalms, etc...) 

R.4.8 Reference structural elements of drama (e.g. cast of characters, setting descriptions, dialogue, stage directions, acts, scenes) 

 

V. VOCABULARY AND WORD ANALYSIS 
 

V.1 Know and apply grade-level phonics and word analysis skills in decoding words. 
 

V.1.9* Apply three letter blends: chr, sch, scr, spl, spr, squ, str, shr, thr, nch 

V.1.11* Apply silent consonants: l, b, w, t, k, g 

V.1.15 Apply variant consonants: gh, gn, kn, qu, wr, c/g, s/x 

V.1.16 Apply vowel digraphs: ai, ay, aw, ey, ie, oa, oe, ow, ea, ei, ou, ue, ui, oo, ee 

V.1.17 Apply vowel diphthongs: au, aw, we, wy, oi, oo, ou, ow 

V.1.18 Apply variant vowels: al, au, aw, ar, er, ir, or, ur 

V.1.21 Apply schwa 

V.1.22* Identify multiple syllables in a word 

V.1.24 Apply syllabication rules 

V.1.25 Identify the accent rule 

V.1.34 Differentiate multi-syllabic words with common roots (e.g. object/subject, propel/repel) 

V.1.35 Recognize grade-appropriate irregularly spelled words  

V.1.36* Alphabetize through the fourth letter 

V.1.37 Identify and know the meaning of the most common prefixes and derivational suffixes (un-, re-, mis-, -ful, -less, -able) 

V.1.38 Build real-life and religious connections between words and their use (e.g. describe people that are helpful or friendly) 
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V.1.39 Distinguish among related words that describe state of mind or degrees of certainty (e.g. knew, believed, suspect, heard, wondered) 

V.1.40 Explain and create analogies 

V.1.41* Compare and Contrast the use of common antonyms, synonyms, homophones, homonyms, and heteronyms 

V.1.42 Use multiple adjectives to distinguish objects (e.g. the small, blue square; the shy, white rabbit) 

V.1.43* Infer the general meaning of a word based on the real life / familiar context given in a grade level sentence 

V.1.44* Apply age-appropriate vocabulary 

V.1.45 Recognize, use, and spell age-appropriate vocabulary 

V.1.46 Recognize age-appropriate quantitative words 

V.1.47 Apply age-appropriate familiar words in other contexts 

V.1.48* Explain that a single word may have multiple meanings 

V.1.49 Identify word meaning to comprehend story 

V.1.50* Describe variation of vocabulary choice creates mental images 

V.1.52 
Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown or multi-meaning words through the use of consulting glossaries or beginning 
dictionaries, both print and digital 

V.1.53 Apply dictionary and thesaurus skills using guide words, finding correct spelling and finding word meaning - both print and digital 

V.1.55 Apply common abbreviations 

V.1.56 Determine a word in a passage that best fits a given definition 

 

V.2 Use newly learned words acquired through conversations, reading and responding to texts. 
 

V.2.1 Apply both new sacred and secular age-appropriate vocabulary in discussion and daily application  

V.2.2* 
Recognize grade appropriate general academic vocabulary and domain specific words and phrases taught directly and acquired 
through reading and responding to text 

 

C. COMPOSITION 
 

C.1 Use, demonstrate and apply the conventions of print in purposeful and meaningful writing activities 
 

C.1.1* Demonstrate the difference between sentences and paragraphs 

 

C.2 Use Prewriting Strategies 
 

C.2.1* Use graphic organizers to plan writing 

C.2.2 Use outline, question/answer method, and/or lists 

C.2.3* Brainstorm, survey, list, cluster ideas, free write 

 

C.3 Write Paragraphs 
 

C.3.1* Write sentences using complete thoughts and correct word order 

C.3.2* Develop the topic with supporting details 

C.3.3 Write 3-5 supporting sentences 

C.3.4 Engage the interest of the reader 

C.3.5 Write with a conclusion in mind 

C.3.6* Compose paragraphs that are descriptive, transitional and sequential 

C.3.8 Write a 3 paragraph essay 

 

C.4 Write a variety of genre and style appropriate to task, purpose and audience 
 

C.4.1 Write a thank you notes 

C.4.2 Write a friendly letter 

C.4.3 Write a formal letter  

C.4.4 Address envelopes for correspondence 

C.4.5 Write and address a postcard 

C.4.6 Write a to-do list/utilize a planner (print or digital) 

C.4.7 Write a friendly email/electronic communication (i.e. Google chat) 

C.4.8 Write a formal email/electronic communication (i.e. Google chat) 

C.4.9 Write words as labels or lists 



105 

C.4.10 Write phrases as captions for pictures 

C.4.11* Copy from board 

C.4.12* Write from dictation 

C.4.13* Adjust tone and style as necessary 

C.4.14* Use varied word choices to make all types of writing interesting for the reader 

C.4.15 Use symbols, pictures and charts to convey thoughts and meaning in a written document 

C.4.16 Write in response to literary or informational sources 

C.4.17* Draw from text to support analysis and reflection describing what has been learned 

C.4.19* Write journals, prayer journals 

C.4.20 Write directions and instructions 

C.4.21 Write a book report 

C.4.23 Write poems 

C.4.24 Write skits/plays 

C.4.25 Write tales and fables 

C.4.27* 
Write with references to religious writings (i.e. reports, research, and investigation of saints, sacramental information, cards, poetry, 
summarizing reflection, journal entries, articles for school newsletter, parish bulletins) 

C.4.28 Write stories from Bible in own words and/or with a modern twist 

C.4.29 Write own prayers of the faithful, write own prayers, write Ten Commandments in own words 

C.4.31 Rewrite miracles/parables into play form and perform 

C.4.32 Write an autobiography and a biography 

C.4.33* Participate in brief daily writing that supports learning (brainstorming, spontaneous, routine tasks, varied timed period) 

C.4.34 Write essay test questions and assignments with short or long response answers 

 

C.5 Write opinions and persuasive compositions 
 

C.5.1 Introduce an opinion about a concrete topic 

C.5.2* Create an organizing structure where related ideas are grouped to support the writer's purpose 

C.5.3* Provide reasons that are supported by facts and details 

C.5.4 Provide a concluding statement or section 

C.5.5 Link reasons and details together using words and phrases (e.g. so, then, for instance, in addition) 

C.5.6 Recognize a variety of propaganda styles 

 

C.6 Write informative/explanatory, descriptive and technical texts 
 

C.6.1* State a topic clearly 

C.6.2* Group related information in paragraphs and sections 

C.6.3* Develop the topic using facts, concrete details, quotations, or other information and examples 

C.6.5 Use appropriate links and transition words to join ideas within categories of information 

C.6.6 
Employ domain-specific vocabulary when appropriate (domain-specific vocabulary is language or word choice that is directly related 
to the class for which you are writing) 

C.6.7* Include a concluding sentence or section 

C.6.9* Identify the need for correct citation of sources to avoid plagiarism 

 

C.7 Perform focused research tasks that build knowledge about a topic 
 

C.7.1 Gather information from experience as well as several print and digital resources 

C.7.2 Take notes on sources 

C.7.3 Categorize evidence 

C.7.4 Restate information 

C.7.5 Cite sources 

C.7.6* Provide basic bibliographic information using MLA format 

C.7.7* Participate in shared research and writing projects 

 

C.8 Write narratives 
 

C.8.1 Includes at least three (3) appropriately sequence events 

C.8.2* Use concrete and sensory words and phrases to convey events and experiences precisely 

C.8.3 Use a variety of temporal or transition words and phrases to manage the sequence of events 
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C.8.4 
Use narrative techniques such as dialogue and description to develop events and show the characters' external behaviors and 
internal responses to events 

C.8.5 Develop a setting 

C.8.6 Develop a plot for a story that engages a reader 

C.8.7 Develop characters for a story, including a narrator 

C.8.9 Organize the event sequence 

C.8.10 Provide a conclusion that follows from the narrative's events 

 

C.9 Make effective language choices 
 

C.9.1 Choose phrases and sentences to convey ideas 

C.9.2* Explore the use of phrases, prepositional phrases, and descriptive words to add depth 

C.9.3 Explore the use of parallelism to present ideas in a series of items for emphasis 

 

C.10 Revise and edit 
 

C.10.1 Write with multiple drafts through the writing process 

C.10.2* Revise and edit with a peer 

C.10.3 Use teacher/peer conferencing 

C.10.5* Proofread to check spelling, grammar, punctuation, capitalization, indentation and comprehension 

 

C.11 Produce legible written work (in print and digital work) 
 

C.11.1* Apply rules of margins  

C.11.2 Correct letter formation in both manuscript and cursive 

C.11.3 Use bible verses and prayers to practice handwriting 

C.11.4* Apply spacing between words, sentences, and paragraphs 

C.11.6* Write first and last name legibly in cursive 

C.11.7* Write numerals (including Roman numerals) 

C.11.8 Demonstrate strategies for completing worksheets, forms, test, etc... 

C.11.9 Adjust size of handwriting / font in different situations 

C.11.10 Begin strategies of neatness in written work (torn papers, excessive eraser / whiteout, etc...) 

 

C.12 Public 
 

C.12.1 Use formatting techniques (headings, fonts, font sizes, etc.) to aide in style, comprehension, and legibility 

C.12.2 Assign a title and/or title page 

C.12.3 Follow publishing standards of MLA 

C.12.4* Compile the writing process into a published work 

 

C.13 Use technology to produce writing with guidance from adults 
 

C.13.1 Use the internet 

C.13.2 Produce digital stories 

C.13.3 Use word processing program to produce and publish writing 

C.13.4 Produce, publish and interact with others about writing 

C.13.6 Use digital images to enhance writing 

 

G. GRAMMAR AND USAGE 
 

G.1 Observe conventions in grammar and usage in writing 
G.1.1* Explain the function of nouns in specific sentences 

G.1.2 Compose a variety of sentences with singular and plural nouns that have corresponding verbs 

G.1.3 Identify collective, abstract and concrete nouns 

G.1.4 Identify, label and use common and proper nouns 

G.1.5 Identify and use common irregular plural nouns 

G.1.6 Identify and use subject and object nouns 
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G.1.7 Recognize appositives 

G.1.8 Identify and use possessive singular and plural nouns 

G.1.11 Identify and use prepositions 

G.1.12 Recognize the object of the preposition 

G.1.13 Identify and use direct object, recognize indirect object 

G.1.14 Identify and use pronouns 

G.1.15 Explain the function of pronouns 

G.1.16 Identify the correct pronoun in relation to the person, form, gender and number of nouns 

G.1.17 Identify and use personal pronouns 

G.1.18 Identify and use possessive pronouns 

G.1.19 Identify and use subject and object pronouns 

G.1.20 Recognize interrogative pronouns 

G.1.21 Recognize demonstrative pronouns 

G.1.22* Identify, label and use action verbs 

G.1.23 Conjugate verbs 

G.1.24* Form and use verb tense 

G.1.25 Recognize inappropriate shifts in verb tense and forms 

G.1.26 Identity linking/state of being verbs 

G.1.27 Identify and use auxiliary/helping verbs 

G.1.29 Use consistent tense and form with irregular verbs 

G.1.34 Use subject-predicate agreement and recognize verbs that agrees with compound subject 

G.1.35 Identify and use perfect verb forms 

G.1.36 Identify and use adjectives 

G.1.37 Identify and use articles 

G.1.38 Classify and use types of adjectives 

G.1.39 Identify adverbs 

G.1.40 Recognize adjective and adverb modifiers 

G.1.41 Classify adverbs as time, place and manner 

G.1.43 Recognize correct use of negatives 

G.1.44 Identify and use conjunctions 

G.1.46 Identify and use homophones correctly 

G.1.47 Identify, label and define simple and complete subject, simple and complete predicate 

G.1.48 Identify, label and use compound subjects and compound predicates 

G.1.49 Recognize compound and complex sentences 

G.1.50 Produce complete sentences avoiding fragments and run-ons 

G.1.51 Identify and apply subject understood of a sentence 

G.1.52 Recognize, produce and punctuate declarative, interrogative, exclamatory and imperative sentences 

G.1.53 Produce grammatically correct work 

 

G.2 Observe conventions of capitalization 
 

G.2.1 Define and apply rules of proper noun and appropriate pronouns capitalization 

G.2.2* Capitalize first words of: quotations, dialogue, poetry lines, outlines 

G.2.3 Apply capitalization rules for parts of a letter 

G.2.4 Capitalize names from Bible, abbreviations of title of religious persons (Fr., Sr., etc.)  

G.2.5 Capitalize Mass, Liturgy, God, all pronouns related to the Holy Trinity, names of sacraments and other Catholic terminology  

 

G.3 Observe conventions of punctuation 
 

G.3.1* Apply correct punctuation in written work including end marks, commas and apostrophes 

G.3.2 Correctly apply commas to separate single words in series and lists 

G.3.3 
Apply commas with dates, greetings, closing letters, direct quotes, conjunctions in a compound sentence, interjections, introductory 
phrases and clauses 

G.3.4 Use comma to separate city and state 

G.3.7 Identify and use apostrophe to show possession and to form contractions 

G.3.8 Apply quotation marks to dialogue and quotations from a text 

G.3.9 Recognize use of underlining, quotation marks or italics to indicate titles of works 

G.3.10 Recognize the effect of punctuation marks and typed variations on meaning 
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G.3.11 Avoid over and under use of punctuation 

 

G.4 Observe conventions of spelling 
 

G.4.1* 
Use spelling patterns and generalizations (e.g. word families, position-based spelling, syllable patterns, ending rules, meaningful 
word parts) in writing words 

G.4.2* Apply phonetic sounds and patterns 

G.4.3* Identify root words 

G.4.4* Form new words through addition, deletion, and substitution of prefixes, suffixes, and creation of compound words  

G.4.5 Spell grade appropriate words correctly in all written work, consulting references as needed (e.g. Word Wall, dictionary) 

G.4.6* Identify and create contractions correctly 

G.4.7 Apply dictionary strategies (print and digital) and consult reference materials as needed to check and correct spelling 

G.4.8 Demonstrate various methods for learning/studying words 

G.4.9 Detect common spelling errors: substitutions, reversals, omissions, additions 

 

S. SPEAKING AND LISTENING 
 

S.1 Participate, initiate and engage in conversations with peers and adults about age appropriate topics and texts being 
studied in class. 
 

S.1.1 Use movement or behavior to initiate interaction with a person, animal or object (e.g. getting a person's attention) 

S.1.2 Use non-verbal communication much like an adult (e.g. acknowledging others) 

S.1.3 
Responds appropriately in a variety of settings (greetings, farewell, receiving and giving complements, introductions, shaking hands, 
phone calls, voicemails, etc...)  

S.1.4* Participate in discussion without dominating 

S.1.5 During discussions explicitly draw on relevant material and other information known about the topic 

S.1.6 Demonstrate respectful posture, eye contact and silence when listening to others 

S.1.7 Acknowledge new information provided by others and incorporate it into own thinking 

S.1.8* Demonstrate respect for the views of others even when there is disagreement 

S.1.9 Form comments, opinions and new ideas based on Catholic values and doctrine 

S.1.10* Avoid sarcasm, hostility and defensiveness in tone or gesture when there is disagreement 

S.1.11 Pose and respond to questions as well as build on the ideas of previous speakers 

S.1.13 Identify and respond appropriately to non-verbal cues during a discussion 

S.1.14 Demonstrate conversational strategies, i.e. initiate conversation  

S.1.15* Prepare for discussions by completing reading or conducting research and explicitly draw on the material in discussion 

S.1.16 Cooperate with peers to set clear goals and deadlines 

S.1.17 Recognize transitional and signal words and phrases 

 

S.2 Orally communicate information, opinions, and ideas effectively to different audiences. 
 

S.2.1* 
Differentiate between contexts that call for formal English and situations where informal discourse is appropriate (e.g. presenting 
ideas vs small group discussion) 

S.2.2* Speak with appropriate volume, enunciation, rate, fluency, expression, eye contact, projection, tone and articulation 

S.2.3 Use appropriate manners and speech when addressing individuals or groups 

S.2.4 Demonstrate the ability to organize a speech 

S.2.5 Verbally present information and use visuals 

S.2.6 Use technology to acquire, organize, analyze and communicate information 

S.2.8 Recite short poems, scripture verses, rhymes, songs, group chorals, riddles, echoes and prayers 

S.2.9 Demonstrate creativity in speech through the use of role playing/dramatization  

S.2.10 Participate in dramatic activities such as Christmas plays and programs 

S.2.11 Lector at Mass and prayer services 

S.2.12 Lead impromptu prayer and intentions 

S.2.13 Lead daily pledge (i.e. Pledge of Allegiance, school mission, creed) 

S.2.14 
Make formal introductions with eye contact, courtesy, and clarity and use appropriate etiquette when expressing thanks and 
receiving praise 

S.2.15* Tell a story with expression 

S.2.16 Accurately give informative presentations 
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S.2.17* 
Give descriptive presentations that use concrete sensory details to set for and support unified impressions of people, places, things 
and experiences 

S.2.18 Present book reports at age appropriate level 

S.2.19* Identify clues indicating statements of fact and opinion and provide evidence to support opinions 

S.2.20 Participate in debate activities (formal and informal) 

 

S.3 Practice the steps to focused listening. 
 

S.3.5 Be able to tell the person what was heard or ask a question of the speaker 

S.3.6 Ignore or accommodate for distractions while listening 

S.3.7 Listen and apply information in a group or round table discussion 

 

S.4 Confirm understanding of ideas presented orally or through media. 
 

S.4.1 Retell information 

S.4.2 Follow sequence in plot and character development, predict outcomes and draw conclusions 

S.4.3 
Ask and answer questions about key details of information presented to get information, seek help or clarify something not 
understood 

S.4.4 Identify the claims and supporting evidence presented by the speaker 

S.4.5 Transfer important ideas into notes 

S.4.6 Answer questions to demonstrate comprehension 

S.4.7 Offer constructive feedback  

S.4.11 Identify and evaluate propaganda techniques 

S.4.14 Attend and evaluate a theatrical performance 

S.4.15 Demonstrate appropriate applause and audience etiquette 

S.4.16 Student bows/curtsies to teacher in greeting 
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Grade 5 Level Standards 
The catechesis that takes place within the religion curriculum of the school and throughout the entire academic curriculum needs to: 
Promote knowledge of the faith; Promote knowledge of the meaning of the Liturgy and the sacraments; Promote moral formation in 

Jesus Christ; Teach the Christian how to pray with Christ; Prepare the Christian to live in community and to participate actively in the 
life and mission of the Church; and Promote a missionary spirit that prepares the faithful to be present as Christians in society. 

 

R. READING AND LITERATURE 
 
R.1 Demonstrate understanding of the features of print. 
 

R.1.2 
Interpret text features (e.g. bold print, key words, topic sentences, hyperlinks, electronic menus, icons, illustrations) to locate 
information quickly and efficiently 

 

R.2 Read with age-appropriate fluency, accuracy and expression. 
 

R.2.1 Use context to confirm or self-correct word recognition and understanding 

R.2.2* Read using decoding strategies such as word chunks, word patterns, structural clues and context clues 

R.2.3* Read on-level text orally with accuracy, appropriate rate, and expression on successive readings 

R.2.4* Concentrate on reading to build stamina for sustained periods of time 

R.2.5* Use punctuation cues to add fluency and expression  

R.2.7 Read assigned and self-selected fiction and non-fiction text 

R.2.8 Read from the Bible 

R.2.9 Self-select appropriate reading material for independent reading 

R.2.10 Interpret signs and symbols used across curriculum content areas (e.g. maps, temperature, and charts) 

 

R.3 Use comprehension strategies.* 
 

R.3.1 Use grade level and on-level texts for purpose and understanding 

R.3.2 
Use information from illustrations, print features, technical resources (charts, tables, travel schedule, timelines and manuals), and 
other visual elements to develop an understanding of the text 

R.3.4 Use word chunks, word patterns, structural clues and context clues to understand text 

R.3.5 Understand that books have characters, character relationships, settings, sequences of events, cause and effect, and story plots 

R.3.6 Identify the conflict of the plot and explain how it is resolved 

R.3.7 Use events that advance the plot and determine how each event explains past or present action or foreshadows future action 

R.3.8 Recognize the effect of flashback on the development of the plot and meaning of the text 

R.3.9 
Identify the structural elements of the plot, such as subplots, parallel episodes, and climax; the plot's development; and the way in 
which conflicts are addressed and resolved 

R.3.10 
Determine how particular lines of dialogue or specific incidents in the story or drama reveal aspects of character or provoke a 
decision 

R.3.11* 
Recognize how a sentence, chapter, scene or stanza fits into the overall structure of a text and contributes to the development of 
the plot or themes 

R.3.12 Compare and contrast different media (books, audio, readers theater, student led dramatizations, play performances, etc.) 

R.3.13 Determine the main idea, theme and supporting details of a text and explain how it is supported by key details 

R.3.15* 
Determine a theme of a text, drawing on how characters in a story respond to challenges or how the speaker in a poem reflects 
upon a topic 

R.3.16 Apply Catholic values and teachings in the evaluation of literary themes and plots 

R.3.17* 
Differentiate between literal and figurative language (exaggeration, alliteration, onomatopoeia, metaphor, simile, personification, 
idioms, hyperbole, irony) 

R.3.19 Recognize Linguistic Analysis (word choice) in terms of historical, geographical, social economic, racial, religious context  

R.3.20* Differentiate between fact and opinion 

R.3.21 
Identify how metaphors and similes, as well as rhymes and other repetition of sounds (alliteration) supply meaning and rhythm in a 
variety of texts  

R.3.22 Identify words and phrases in a variety of texts that suggest feelings or appeal to the senses and explain the author's intent.  

R.3.23 Categorize by characteristics, facts, genres, topics, and trends  

R.3.24 
Apply reading strategies: semantic webbing, story mapping, sequencing (chronological order), retelling, predicting, prior knowledge, 
post reading, summarizing, visualizing, and inferencing 

R.3.25* Select pertinent passages or phrases to answer questions 
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R.3.26 Identify a purpose for reading and study various forms of literature 

R.3.27 Read a variety of texts and genres to build an interest in leisure 

R.3.28* Read and discuss age appropriate: holy cards, books about saints and prophets, creation poems, and Bible stories  

R.3.29 Demonstrate proper library etiquette and procedures 

R.3.30* Identify and analyze cause and effect relationships 

R.3.31 
Describe in detail a character, event or setting, drawing on specific details in the text (e.g. from a character's thoughts, words, 
deeds, interactions with others). Recognize virtuous behaviors, values, and attitudes in characters. Explain how they contribute to 
the sequence of events 

R.3.32* Compare and contrast texts across genres using text evidence of two or more characters, events or settings using text 

R.3.33 Compare and contrast two or more versions of the same story by different authors or from different cultures  

R.3.34 Describe how two or more texts on the same subject build on one another; provide a coherent picture of the information they convey 

R.3.35 
Use age appropriate literature as an alternative way of learning science, math, social studies and the arts and to gain and interpret 
new and different perspectives 

R.3.36 Identify impact of age appropriate literature on one’s opinion  

R.3.37 Identify the degree in which a plot is believable or realistic 

R.3.41 Identify the point of view including the difference between first and third person narratives 

R.3.42* Identify how a narrator's point of view influences how events are described 

R.3.43* Reflect on the personal and cultural significance of literary works 

R.3.44 Recognize organizational patterns within poetry 

R.3.45 
Recognize the difference in the perspective or knowledge of characters and audience (e.g. created through the device or dramatic 
irony) produces suspense or humor 

R.3.46* 
Formulate thoughts, feelings, judgments, understanding, personal experience and attitudes, draw conclusions and make predictions 
after reading or listening to material of grade level text 

R.3.48 
Draw on information from multiple print or digital sources, demonstrating the ability to locate an answer to a question or to solve a 
problem efficiently 

R.3.49* Compare and contrast sources for credibility and reliability 

R.3.50 Using text evidence, explain how and author uses evidence to support their claim 

R.3.51 Demonstrate how literature is used to develop a religious, moral and social sense 

R.3.52 Read and follow written directions for grade level material 

R.3.53 
Tell how literature assists in the ability to make judgments about what is true and what is false and to make choices based on these 
judgments  

R.3.54 Extend awareness of world cultures, historical perspectives, and cultural patrimony handed down through diverse texts 

 

R.4 Recognize and interpret common genres. 
 

R.4.1 Distinguish between fiction and non-fiction 

R.4.2 
Identify and analyze various genre (e.g. fairytales, folktales, poems, historical fiction, narratives, biography, autobiography, non-
fiction, Psalms, Gospels, Biblical Stories/Parables, expository, reference, mystery, myth, journals, essays, science journals, history, 
biography, classical literature, content area, legend, historical fiction, news story, myths, etc...) 

R.4.3 
Use key supporting details to articulate how spiritual knowledge and enduring truths are represented and communicated through 
stories, fables, folktales, biblical stories or myths from diverse cultures to determine the lessons or morals  

R.4.4 Identify and analyze heroes and villains; quests or challenges when writing or speaking about classic stories from around the world  

R.4.5 
Recognize Christian and Western symbols and symbolism and explain how they communicate the battle between good and evil 
related to current events 

R.4.6 Recognize elements of poetry (e.g. rhyme scheme, imagery, mood, meter, repetition, stanza) 

R.4.7 Recognize structure of poetry within a variety of poetic forms (e.g. acrostic, couplets, cinquain, free verse, concrete, Psalms, etc...) 

R.4.8 Reference structural elements of drama (e.g. cast of characters, setting descriptions, dialogue, stage directions, acts, scenes) 

 

V. VOCABULARY AND WORD ANALYSIS 
 

V.1 Know and apply grade-level phonics and word analysis skills in decoding words. 
 

V.1.25 Apply the accent rule 

V.1.34 Differentiate multi-syllabic words with common roots  

V.1.35 Recognize grade-appropriate irregularly spelled words  

V.1.37 Identify and know the meaning of the most common prefixes and derivational suffixes (un-, re-, mis-, -ful, -less, -able) 

V.1.38 Build real-life and religious connections between words and their various uses and meanings 

V.1.39 Define relationships between words (e.g. how ask is like and unlike demand) 
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V.1.40 Create and use analogies to understand the meaning of words 

V.1.41* Compare and Contrast the use of common antonyms, synonyms, homophones, homonyms, and heteronyms 

V.1.42 Extend the use of multiple complex adjectives to distinguish objects 

V.1.43* Infer the general meaning of a word based on the real life / familiar context given in a grade level sentence 

V.1.44* Apply age-appropriate vocabulary 

V.1.45 Recognize, use, and spell age-appropriate vocabulary 

V.1.46 Recognize age-appropriate quantitative words 

V.1.47 Apply age-appropriate familiar words in other contexts 

V.1.48* Explain that a single word may have multiple meanings 

V.1.49 Analyze word meaning to comprehend story 

V.1.50* Describe variation of vocabulary choice creates mental images 

V.1.52 
Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown or multi-meaning words through the use of consulting glossaries or beginning 
dictionaries, both print and digital 

V.1.53 Apply dictionary and thesaurus skills using guide words, finding correct spelling and finding word meaning - both print and digital 

V.1.56 Determine a word in a passage that best fits a given definition 

 

V.2 Use newly learned words acquired through conversations, reading and responding to texts. 
 

V.2.1 Apply both new sacred and secular age-appropriate vocabulary in discussion and daily application  

V.2.2* 
Recognize grade appropriate general academic vocabulary and domain specific words and phrases taught directly and acquired 
through reading and responding to text 

 

C. COMPOSITION 
 

C.1 Use, demonstrate and apply the conventions of print in purposeful and meaningful writing activities 
 

C.1.1* Produce multi-paragraph writing 

 

C.2 Use Prewriting Strategies 
 

C.2.1* Use graphic organizers to plan writing 

C.2.2 Use outline, question/answer method, and/or lists 

C.2.3* Brainstorm, survey, list, cluster ideas, freewrite 

 

C.3 Write Paragraphs 
 

C.3.2* Develop the topic with supporting details 

C.3.3 Write 3-5 supporting sentences 

C.3.4 Engage the interest of the reader 

C.3.5 Write with a conclusion in mind 

C.3.6* Compose paragraphs that are descriptive, transitional and sequential 

C.3.7* Support statements and claims with anecdotes, descriptions, facts and statistics 

C.3.8 Write a 3-5 paragraph essay 

 

C.4 Write a variety of genre and style appropriate to task, purpose and audience 
 

C.4.1 Write a thank you notes 

C.4.2 Write a friendly letter 

C.4.3 Write a formal letter  

C.4.4 Address envelopes for correspondence 

C.4.5 Write and address a postcard 

C.4.6 Write a to-do list/utilize a planner (print or digital) 

C.4.7 Write a friendly email/electronic communication (i.e. Google chat) 

C.4.8 Write a formal email/electronic communication (i.e. Google chat) 

C.4.9 Write words as labels or lists 

C.4.10 Write phrases as captions for pictures 

C.4.11* Copy from board 
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C.4.12* Write from dictation 

C.4.13* Adjust tone and style as necessary 

C.4.14* Use varied word choices to make all types of writing interesting for the reader 

C.4.15 Use symbols, pictures and charts to convey thoughts and meaning in a written document 

C.4.16 Write in response to literary or informational sources 

C.4.17* Draw from text to support analysis and reflection describing what has been learned 

C.4.19* Write journals, prayer journals 

C.4.20 Write directions and instructions 

C.4.21 Write a book report 

C.4.22 Fill out forms 

C.4.23 Write poems 

C.4.24 Write skits/plays 

C.4.25 Write tales and fables 

C.4.27* 
Write with references to religious writings (i.e. reports, research, and investigation of saints, sacramental information, cards, poetry, 
summarizing reflection, journal entries, articles for school newsletter, parish bulletins) 

C.4.28 Write stories from Bible in own words and/or with a modern twist 

C.4.29 Write own prayers of the faithful, write own prayers, write Ten Commandments in own words 

C.4.31 Rewrite miracles/parables into play form and perform 

C.4.32 Write an autobiography and a biography 

C.4.33* Participate in brief daily writing that supports learning (brainstorming, spontaneous, routine tasks, varied timed period) 

C.4.34 Write essay test questions and assignments with short or long response answers 

 

C.5 Write opinions and persuasive compositions 
 

C.5.1 State a clear position on a proposition or proposal  

C.5.2* Create an organizing structure where related ideas are grouped to support the writer's purpose 

C.5.3* Provide reasons that are supported by facts and details 

C.5.4 Provide a concluding statement or section 

C.5.5 Link reasons and details together using words and phrases (e.g. so, then, for instance, in addition) 

C.5.6 Recognize a variety of propaganda styles 

 

C.6 Write informative/explanatory, descriptive and technical texts 
 

C.6.1* State a topic clearly 

C.6.2* Group related information in paragraphs and sections 

C.6.3* Develop the topic using facts, concrete details, quotations, or other information and examples 

C.6.5 Use appropriate links and transition words to join ideas within categories of information 

C.6.6 
Employ domain-specific vocabulary when appropriate (domain-specific vocabulary is language or word choice that is directly related 
to the class for which you are writing) 

C.6.7* Provide a conclusion related to the information or explanation offered 

C.6.9* Identify the need for correct citation of sources to avoid plagiarism 

 

C.7 Perform focused research tasks that build knowledge about a topic 
 

C.7.1 Gather information from experience as well as several print and digital resources 

C.7.2 Take notes on sources 

C.7.3 Categorize evidence 

C.7.4 Restate, summarize or paraphrase information 

C.7.5 Cite sources 

C.7.6* Provide basic bibliographic information using MLA format 

C.7.7* Participate in shared research and writing projects 

 

C.8 Write narratives 
 

C.8.1 Includes at least three (3) appropriately sequence events 

C.8.2* Use concrete and sensory words and phrases to convey events and experiences precisely 

C.8.3 Use a variety of temporal or transition words and phrases to manage the sequence of events 
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C.8.4 
Use narrative techniques such as dialogue and description to develop events and show the characters' external behaviors and 
internal responses to events 

C.8.5 Develop a setting 

C.8.6 Develop a plot for a story that engages a reader 

C.8.7 Develop characters for a story, including a narrator 

C.8.9 Organize an event sequence that unfolds naturally 

C.8.10 Provide a conclusion that follows from the narrative's events 

 

C.9 Make effective language choices 
 

C.9.1 Choose a variety of mediums to convey ideas 

C.9.2* Explore the use of phrases, prepositional phrases, and appositives to add depth 

C.9.3 Explore the use of parallelism to present ideas in a series of items for emphasis 

 

C.10 Revise and edit 
 

C.10.1 Write with multiple drafts through the writing process 

C.10.2* Revise and edit with a peer 

C.10.3 Use teacher/peer conferencing 

C.10.5* Proofread to check spelling, grammar, punctuation, capitalization, indentation and comprehension 

 

C.11 Produce legible written work (in print and digital work) 
 

C.11.1* Apply rules of margins  

C.11.2 Produce legible work in cursive 

C.11.3 Use bible verses and prayers to practice handwriting 

C.11.4* Apply spacing between words, sentences, and paragraphs 

C.11.6* Create a signature 

C.11.7* Write numerals (including Roman numerals) 

C.11.8 Demonstrate strategies for completing worksheets, forms, test, etc... 

C.11.9 Adjust size of handwriting / font in different situations 

C.11.10 Begin strategies of neatness in written work (torn papers, excessive eraser / whiteout, etc...) 

 

C.12 Public 
 

C.12.1 Use formatting techniques (headings, fonts, font sizes, etc.) to aide in style, comprehension, and legibility 

C.12.2 Assign a title and/or title page 

C.12.3 Follow publishing standards of MLA 

C.12.4* Compile the writing process into a published work 

 

C.13 Use technology to produce writing with guidance from adults 
 

C.13.1 Use the internet 

C.13.2 Produce digital stories 

C.13.3 Use word processing program to produce and publish writing 

C.13.4 Produce, publish and interact with others about writing 

C.13.6 Use digital images to enhance writing 

 

G. GRAMMAR AND USAGE 
 

G.1 Observe conventions in grammar and usage in writing 
G.1.1* Know and use correct function of nouns in specific sentences 

G.1.2 Compose a variety of sentences with singular and plural nouns that have corresponding verbs 

G.1.3 Identify and use collective, abstract and concrete nouns 

G.1.4 Identify, label and use common and proper nouns 

G.1.5 Demonstrate correct use of common irregular plural nouns 

G.1.6 Identify and use subject and object nouns 
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G.1.7 Identify appositives 

G.1.8 Categorize and use possessive plural and singular nouns 

G.1.10 Identify and use predicate nominative 

G.1.11 Identify and use prepositions 

G.1.12 Identify and use objects of the preposition 

G.1.13 Identify and use direct object, recognize indirect object 

G.1.14 Identify and use pronouns 

G.1.15 Explain the function of pronouns 

G.1.16 Apply the correct pronoun in relation to the person, form, gender and number of nouns 

G.1.17 Label and use personal pronouns 

G.1.18 Label and use possessive pronouns  

G.1.19 Identify and use subject and object pronouns 

G.1.20 Recognize interrogative pronouns 

G.1.21 Identify demonstrative pronouns 

G.1.22* Identify, label and use action verbs 

G.1.23 Conjugate verbs 

G.1.24* Form, label and use verb tense 

G.1.25 Identify and correct inappropriate shifts in verb tense and forms 

G.1.26 Identify and use linking/state of being 

G.1.27 Identify and use auxiliary/helping verbs 

G.1.28 Recognize transitive and intransitive verbs 

G.1.29 Identify and use irregular verbs 

G.1.30 Recognize active and passive voice 

G.1.33 Recognize verb phrases 

G.1.34 Use subject-predicate agreement and identify verbs that agrees with compound subject 

G.1.35 Form and use the perfect verb forms 

G.1.36 Identify and use adjectives 

G.1.37 Identify and use articles 

G.1.38 Classify and use types of adjectives 

G.1.39 Identify and use adverbs 

G.1.40 Identify and use adjective and adverb modifiers 

G.1.41 Classify adverbs as time, place and manner 

G.1.43 Use negatives correctly 

G.1.44 Identify and use conjunctions 

G.1.45 Recognize interjections  

G.1.46 Identify and use homophones correctly 

G.1.47 Identify, label and define simple and complete subject, simple and complete predicate 

G.1.48 Identify, label and use compound subjects and compound predicates 

G.1.49 Use simple, compound and complex sentences 

G.1.50 Identify, edit, and create sentences avoiding fragments and run-ons 

G.1.51 Identify and apply subject understood of a sentence 

G.1.52 Recognize, produce and punctuate declarative, interrogative, exclamatory and imperative sentences 

G.1.53 Produce grammatically correct work 

 

G.2 Observe conventions of capitalization 
 

G.2.1 Define and apply rules of proper noun and appropriate pronouns capitalization 

G.2.2* Capitalize first words of: quotations, dialogue, poetry lines, outlines 

G.2.3 Apply capitalization rules for parts of a letter 

G.2.4 Capitalize names from Bible, abbreviations of title of religious persons (Fr., Sr., etc.)  

G.2.5 Capitalize Mass, Liturgy, God, all pronouns related to the Holy Trinity, names of sacraments and other Catholic terminology  

 

G.3 Observe conventions of punctuation 

 

G.3.1* Identify and use the following marks of punctuation: comma, quotation marks, apostrophe, hyphen, colon and semi-colon 

G.3.2 Correctly apply commas to separate single words in series and lists 

G.3.3 
Apply commas with dates, greetings, closing letters, direct quotes, conjunctions in a compound sentence, interjections, introductory 
phrases and clauses, and introductory element from the rest of the sentence 
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G.3.4 Use comma to separate city and state 

G.3.7 Identify and use apostrophe to show possession and to form contractions 

G.3.8 Apply quotation marks to dialogue and quotations from a text 

G.3.9 Identify and apply underlining, quotation marks or italics to indicate titles of works 

G.3.10 Recognize the effect of punctuation marks and typed variations on meaning 

G.3.11 Avoid over and under use of punctuation 

 

G.4 Observe conventions of spelling 
 

G.4.1* 
Use spelling patterns and generalizations (e.g. word families, position-based spelling, syllable patterns, ending rules, meaningful 
word parts) in writing words 

G.4.2* Apply phonetic sounds and patterns 

G.4.3* Identify root words 

G.4.4* Form new words through addition, deletion, and substitution of prefixes, suffixes, and creation of compound words  

G.4.5 Spell grade appropriate words correctly in all written work, consulting references as needed (e.g. Word Wall, dictionary) 

G.4.6* Identify and create contractions correctly 

G.4.7 Apply dictionary strategies (print and digital) and consult reference materials as needed to check and correct spelling 

G.4.8 Demonstrate various methods for learning/studying words 

G.4.9 Detect common spelling errors: substitutions, reversals, omissions, additions 

 

S. SPEAKING AND LISTENING 
 

S.1 Participate, initiate and engage in conversations with peers and adults about age appropriate topics and texts being 
studied in class. 
 

S.1.1 Use movement or behavior to initiate interaction with a person, animal or object (e.g. getting a person's attention) 

S.1.2 Use non-verbal communication much like an adult (e.g. acknowledging others) 

S.1.3 
Responds appropriately in a variety of settings (greetings, farewell, receiving and giving complements, introductions, shaking hands, 
phone calls, voicemails, etc...)  

S.1.4* Participate in discussion without dominating 

S.1.5 During discussions explicitly draw on relevant material and other information known about the topic 

S.1.6 Demonstrate respectful posture, eye contact and silence when listening to others 

S.1.7 Draw conclusions based on the ideas of others and incorporate them in own thinking 

S.1.8* Demonstrate respect for the views of others even when there is disagreement 

S.1.9 Form comments, opinions and new ideas based on Catholic values and doctrine 

S.1.10* Avoid sarcasm, hostility and defensiveness in tone or gesture when there is disagreement 

S.1.11 Ask questions to clarify and follow up on ideas or information presented orally or through media 

S.1.12 Respond to questions and make comments that contribute to the topic and build on the ideas of previous speakers 

S.1.13 Identify and respond appropriately to non-verbal cues during a discussion 

S.1.14 Demonstrate conversational strategies, i.e. initiate conversation  

S.1.15* Prepare for discussions by completing reading or conducting research and explicitly draw on the material in discussion 

S.1.16 Cooperate with peers to set clear goals and deadlines 

S.1.17 Recognize transitional and signal words and phrases 

 

S.2 Orally communicate information, opinions, and ideas effectively to different audiences. 
 

S.2.1* Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and communication tasks using formal English when appropriate to task and situation 

S.2.2* 
Use effective timing, volume, tone, enunciation, rate, fluency, expression, eye contact, projection, articulation, and appropriate 
grammar to sustain audience interest and attention 

S.2.3 Use appropriate manners and speech when addressing individuals or groups 

S.2.4 Demonstrate the ability to organize a speech 

S.2.5 Verbally present information and use visuals 

S.2.6 Incorporate technology and visual displays of data when helpful and in a manner that strengthens the presentation 

S.2.7 Use audience feedback for self-reflection of presentation 

S.2.8 Recite short poems, scripture verses, rhymes, songs, group chorals, riddles, echoes and prayers 

S.2.9 Demonstrate creativity in speech through the use of role playing/dramatization  

S.2.10 Participate in dramatic activities such as Christmas plays and programs 
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S.2.11 Lector at Mass and prayer services 

S.2.12 Lead impromptu prayer and intentions 

S.2.13 Lead daily pledge (i.e. Pledge of Allegiance, school mission, creed) 

S.2.14 
Make formal introductions with eye contact, courtesy, and clarity and use appropriate etiquette when expressing thanks and 
receiving praise 

S.2.15* Deliver narrative presentations developing the plot and character using a range of narrative devices 

S.2.16 Accurately give informative presentations 

S.2.17* 
Give descriptive presentations that use concrete sensory details to set for and support unified impressions of people, places, things 
and experiences 

S.2.18 Present book reports at age appropriate level 

S.2.19* Identify clues indicating statements of fact and opinion and provide evidence to support opinions 

S.2.20 Participate in debate activities (formal and informal) 

 

S.3 Practice the steps to focused listening. 
 

S.3.5 Be able to tell the person what was heard or ask a question of the speaker 

S.3.7 Listen and apply information in a group or round table discussion 

 

S.4 Confirm understanding of ideas presented orally or through media. 
 

S.4.1 Retell information 

S.4.2 Follow sequence in plot and character development, predict outcomes and draw conclusions 

S.4.3 
Ask and answer questions about key details of information presented to get information, seek help or clarify something not 
understood 

S.4.4 Summarize the claims presented by the speaker and explain how each claim is supported with evidence 

S.4.5 Transfer important ideas into notes 

S.4.6 Answer questions to demonstrate comprehension 

S.4.7 Offer feedback on the content and structure of several speaking styles of oral presentations 

S.4.11 Identify and evaluate propaganda techniques 

S.4.14 Attend and evaluate a theatrical performance 

S.4.15 Demonstrate appropriate applause and audience etiquette 

S.4.16 Student bows/curtsies to teacher in greeting 
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Grade 6 Level Standards 
The catechesis that takes place within the religion curriculum of the school and throughout the entire academic curriculum needs to: 
Promote knowledge of the faith; Promote knowledge of the meaning of the Liturgy and the sacraments; Promote moral formation in 

Jesus Christ; Teach the Christian how to pray with Christ; Prepare the Christian to live in community and to participate actively in the 
life and mission of the Church; and Promote a missionary spirit that prepares the faithful to be present as Christians in society. 

 

R. READING AND LITERATURE 
 
R.1 Demonstrate understanding of the features of print. 
 

R.1.2 
Analyze text and media features (captions, comparisons, glossary, graphics, index, labels, maps, special print, subtitles, table of 
contents, websites, sidebars, hyperlinks, electronic menus, icons) to locate and process information relevant to a given topic  

 

R.2 Read with age-appropriate fluency, accuracy and expression. 
 

R.2.1 Use context to confirm or self-correct word recognition and understanding 

R.2.2* Read using decoding strategies such as word chunks, word patterns, structural clues and context clues 

R.2.3* Read on-level text orally with accuracy, appropriate rate, and expression on successive readings 

R.2.4* Concentrate on reading to build stamina for sustained periods of time 

R.2.5* Use punctuation cues to add fluency and expression  

R.2.7 Read assigned and self-selected fiction and non-fiction text 

R.2.8 Read from the Bible 

R.2.9 Self-select texts for research and personal reading 

R.2.10 Interpret signs and symbols used across curriculum content areas (e.g. maps, temperature, and charts) 

 

R.3 Use comprehension strategies.* 
 

R.3.1 Use grade level and on-level texts for purpose and understanding 

R.3.2 
Use information from illustrations, print features, technical resources (charts, tables, travel schedule, timelines and manuals), and 
other visual elements to develop an understanding of the text 

R.3.4 Use word chunks, word patterns, structural clues and context clues to understand text 

R.3.5 Describe how a story's plot unfolds as well as how characters adapt to change as they move toward a resolution 

R.3.6 Identify and describe the major conflicts in literature (the five major conflicts)  

R.3.7 Analyze events that advance the plot and determine how each event explains past or present action or foreshadows future action 

R.3.8 Explain the effect of flashback on the development of the plot and meaning of the text 

R.3.9 
Analyze the structural elements of the plot, such as subplots, parallel episodes, and climax; the plot's development; and the way in 
which conflicts are addressed and resolved 

R.3.10 
Determine how particular lines of dialogue or specific incidents in the story or drama reveal aspects of character or provoke a 
decision 

R.3.11* 
Relate how a sentence, chapter, scene or stanza fits into the overall structure of a text and contributes to the development of the 
plot or themes 

R.3.12 
Explain how images, sounds and movements contribute to an animated or live-action adaptation of a story, comparing that version 
to what is "seen" or "heard" from reading the text 

R.3.13 Connect and clarify main ideas by identifying their relationships to multiple sources and related topics 

R.3.15* 
Analyze how a theme or central idea develops over the course of a text, drawing on key details such as characters, actions and 
images 

R.3.16 Defend Catholic values, virtues, and Catholic Social Teachings in evaluation of literary themes and plots 

R.3.17* 
Differentiate between literal and figurative language (exaggeration, alliteration, onomatopoeia, metaphor, simile, personification, 
idioms, hyperbole, irony, oxymoron)  

R.3.18* Identify tone in the literature as formal, informal, serious, comic, sarcastic, sad, cheerful, or any other existing attitude  

R.3.19 Interpret Linguistic Analysis (word choice) in terms of historical, geographical, social economic, racial, religious context  

R.3.20* Defend statements as fact or opinion 

R.3.21 Identify the effects of common literary devices such as symbolism, imagery or metaphor in a variety of texts 

R.3.22 Analyze words and phrases in a variety of texts that suggest feelings or appeal to the senses and explain the author's intent.  

R.3.23 Categorize and analyze by characteristics, facts, genres, topics, and trends 

R.3.24 
Apply reading strategies: semantic webbing, story mapping, sequencing (chronological order), retelling, predicting, prior knowledge, 
post reading, summarizing, visualizing, inferencing, senses (sight, sound, smell), and background knowledge and literary elements  
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R.3.25* Select pertinent passages or phrases to answer questions 

R.3.26 Identify a purpose for reading and study various forms of literature 

R.3.27 Read a variety of texts and genres to build an interest in leisure, academic and informational reading 

R.3.28* Read and discuss age appropriate: holy cards, books about saints and prophets, creation poems, and Bible stories  

R.3.29 Demonstrate proper library etiquette and procedures 

R.3.30* Identify, analyze, and interpret cause and effect relationships 

R.3.31 
Describe in detail a character, event or setting, drawing on specific details in the text (e.g. from a character's thoughts, words, 
deeds, interactions with others). Recognize virtuous behaviors, values, and attitudes in characters. Explain how they contribute to 
the sequence of events  

R.3.32* Determine the causes or reasons that link different events, ideas, information, characters, or setting using text  

R.3.33 Compare and contrast two or more versions of the same story by different authors or from different cultures  

R.3.34 Identify how two or more texts on the same subject build on one another; provide a coherent picture of the information they convey 

R.3.35 
Use age appropriate literature as an alternative way of learning science, math, social studies and the arts and to gain and interpret 
new and different perspectives 

R.3.36 Identify impact of age appropriate literature on one’s opinion  

R.3.37 Identify the degree in which a plot or character trait is believable or realistic 

R.3.40 
Compare and contrast the accounts of a subject in different mediums / genres analyzing which details are emphasized and how the 
account unfolds in each version 

R.3.41 
Compare the point of view from which different stories are narrated, including the difference between first and third person 
narratives 

R.3.42* Identify how a narrator's point of view influences how events are described 

R.3.43* Identify how an author's point of view influences the cultural context of a text 

R.3.44 Identify organizational patterns within poetry 

R.3.45 
Recognize the difference in the perspective or knowledge of characters and audience (e.g. created through the device or dramatic 
irony) produces suspense or humor 

R.3.46* 
Analyze thoughts, feelings, judgments, understanding, personal experience and attitudes, draw conclusions and make predictions 
after reading or listening to material of grade level text 

R.3.47* Make reasonable statements, conclusions, inferences or predictions about a text, supporting them with text evidence  

R.3.48 
Expand the use of reference materials (sacred and secular) for gathering information and use a rubric for evaluating validity of 
sources from web sources 

R.3.49* Identify credibility and reliability of sources 

R.3.50 Using text evidence, explain how and author uses evidence to support their claim 

R.3.51 Demonstrate how literature is used to develop a religious, moral and social sense  

R.3.52 Read and follow written directions for grade level material 

R.3.53 
Analyze how literature assists in the ability to make judgments about what is true and what is false and to make choices based on 
these judgments  

R.3.54 Extend awareness of world cultures, historical perspectives, and cultural patrimony handed down through diverse texts 

 

R.4 Recognize and interpret common genres. 
 

R.4.1 Identify different types of fiction and describe the major characteristics of each form 

R.4.2 
Identify and analyze the structure and content of various genre (e.g. fairytales, folktales, poems, historical fiction, narratives, 
biography, autobiography, non-fiction, Psalms, Gospels, Biblical Stories/Parables, expository, reference, mystery, myth, journals, 
essays, science journals, history, biography, classical literature, content area, legend, historical fiction, news story, myths, etc...) 

R.4.3 
Evaluate, critique, and interpret a variety of literature from different eras, cultures and authors and articulate how spiritual knowledge 
and enduring truths are represented and communicated through fairy tales, fables, myths, parables and stories  

R.4.4 
Compare, contrast, and defend heroes and villains; quests or challenges when writing or speaking about classic stories from around 
the world  

R.4.5 
Recognize Christian and Western symbols and symbolism and explain how they communicate the battle between good and evil 
related to current events 

R.4.6 Analyze elements of poetry (e.g. rhyme scheme, imagery, mood, meter, repetition, meter, repetition, stanza, humor) 

R.4.7 Analyze structure of poetry within a variety of poetic forms (e.g. acrostic, couplets, cinquain, free verse, concrete, Psalms, etc...) 

R.4.8 Identify structural elements of drama (e.g. cast of characters, setting descriptions, dialogue, stage directions, acts, scenes) 

 

V. VOCABULARY AND WORD ANALYSIS 
 

V.1 Know and apply grade-level phonics and word analysis skills in decoding words. 
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V.1.34 Differentiate multi-syllabic words with common roots  

V.1.35 Recognize grade-appropriate irregularly spelled words  

V.1.37 
Identify the meaning of complex words by decomposing the word into understandable parts using the etymology of words (Latin and 
Greek) (prefix/root/suffix) (e.g. transubstantiation - Latin [trans] across or through [substantia] substance) 

V.1.38 Build real-life and religious connections between words and their various uses and meanings 

V.1.39 Define relationships between words (e.g. how smirk is like and unlike smile) 

V.1.40 Identify analogies: word and synonym, word and antonym, part and whole 

V.1.41* Determine the use of common antonyms, synonyms, homophones, homonyms, and heteronyms 

V.1.42 Extend complex adjectives using synonyms to distinguish objects 

V.1.43* Infer the general meaning of a word based on the real life / familiar context given in a grade level sentence 

V.1.44* Apply age-appropriate vocabulary 

V.1.45 Recognize, use, and spell age-appropriate vocabulary 

V.1.46 Recognize age-appropriate quantitative words 

V.1.47 Analyze age-appropriate familiar words in other contexts 

V.1.48* Distinguish that a single word may have multiple meanings  

V.1.49 Analyze word meaning to comprehend story 

V.1.50* Perceive variations of vocabulary choice may create multiple or varying mental images 

V.1.52 
Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown or multi-meaning words through the use of consulting glossaries or beginning 
dictionaries, both print and digital 

V.1.53 
Verify the preliminary determination of a word's meaning (e.g. by checking the inferred meaning in context or looking up a word in 
the dictionary) 

V.1.56 Apply a word in a passage that best fits a given definition 

 

V.2 Use newly learned words acquired through conversations, reading and responding to texts. 
 

V.2.1 Analyze both new sacred and secular age-appropriate vocabulary in discussion and daily application  

V.2.2* 
Apply grade appropriate general academic vocabulary and domain specific words and phrases taught directly and acquired through 
reading and responding to text 

 

C. COMPOSITION 
 

C.1 Use, demonstrate and apply the conventions of print in purposeful and meaningful writing activities 
 

C.1.1* Compose essays 

 

C.2 Use Prewriting Strategies 
 

C.2.1* Use graphic organizers to plan writing 

C.2.2 Use strategies of note-taking, outline and summarizing to impose structure on composition text 

C.2.3* Brainstorm, survey, list, cluster ideas, freewrite 

 

C.3 Write Paragraphs 
 

C.3.2* Develop the topic with supporting details and precise language 

C.3.3 Write 6-9 supporting sentences 

C.3.4 Engage the interest of the reader 

C.3.5 Write with a conclusion in mind 

C.3.6* Compose paragraphs that are descriptive, transitional and sequential 

C.3.7* Support all statements and claims with anecdotes, descriptions, facts and statistics 

C.3.8 Produce a 5 paragraph essay 

 

C.4 Write a variety of genre and style appropriate to task, purpose and audience 
 

C.4.1 Write a thank you notes 

C.4.2 Write a friendly letter 

C.4.3 Write a formal letter  

C.4.4 Address envelopes for correspondence 
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C.4.5 Write and address a postcard 

C.4.6 Write a to-do list/utilize a planner (print or digital) 

C.4.7 Write a friendly email/electronic communication (i.e. Google chat) 

C.4.8 Write a formal email/electronic communication (i.e. Google chat) 

C.4.9 Write words as labels or lists 

C.4.10 Write phrases as captions for pictures 

C.4.11* Copy from board 

C.4.12* Write from dictation 

C.4.13* Adjust tone and style as necessary 

C.4.14* Use a variety of word choices that stimulate the readers ability to infer, interpret, and draw conclusions 

C.4.15 Use symbols, pictures and charts to convey thoughts and meaning in a written document 

C.4.16 Write in response to literary or informational sources 

C.4.17* Draw from text to support analysis and reflection describing what has been learned 

C.4.18 Develop an interpretation that shows careful reading, understanding and insight 

C.4.19* Write journals, prayer journals 

C.4.20 Write directions and instructions 

C.4.21 Write a book report 

C.4.22 Fill out forms 

C.4.23 Write poems 

C.4.24 Write skits/plays 

C.4.25 Write tales and fables 

C.4.26 Write an editorial 

C.4.27* 
Write with references to religious writings (i.e. reports, research, and investigation of saints, sacramental information, cards, poetry, 
summarizing reflection, journal entries, articles for school newsletter, parish bulletins) 

C.4.28 Write stories from Bible in own words and/or with a modern twist 

C.4.29 Write own prayers of the faithful, write own prayers, write Ten Commandments in own words 

C.4.30 Write a Respect Life essay or on other Social Justice topics 

C.4.31 Rewrite miracles/parables into play form and perform 

C.4.32 Write biographical, autobiographical and short stories that develop a standard plot line and point of view 

C.4.33* Participate in brief daily writing that supports learning (brainstorming, spontaneous, routine tasks, varied timed period) 

C.4.34 Write essay test questions and assignments with short or long response answers 

 

C.5 Write opinions and persuasive compositions 
 

C.5.1 State a clear position on a proposition or proposal  

C.5.2* Anticipate and address reader concerns and counterarguments 

C.5.3* Support the position with organized and relevant evidence and effective emotional appeals 

C.5.4 Provide a conclusion that defends the thesis 

C.5.5 Link reasons and details together using words and phrases (e.g. so, then, for instance, in addition) 

C.5.6 Select appropriate propaganda style to defend opinion (i.e. using statistics vs emotions) 

 

C.6 Write informative/explanatory, descriptive and technical texts 
 

C.6.1* Introduce a topic and state a thesis 

C.6.2* Organize information appropriate to the purpose 

C.6.3* Develop the topic with relevant facts, definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other information and examples 

C.6.4 Use strategies, such as, definition, classification, compare/contrast, and cause/effect 

C.6.5 Use appropriate links and varied sentence structures to join and clarify ideas 

C.6.6 Use straightforward language to create an objective style, appropriate for a researcher seeking information 

C.6.7* Restate the thesis to provide a conclusion that follow logically from the information or explanation presented 

C.6.9* Identify the need for correct citation of sources to avoid plagiarism 

 

C.7 Perform focused research tasks that build knowledge about a topic 
 

C.7.1 Gather information from experience as well as a variety of print and digital resources 

C.7.2 Take notes on sources 

C.7.3 Categorize evidence 

C.7.4 Restate, summarize or paraphrase information 
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C.7.5 Cite sources 

C.7.6* Provide basic bibliographic information using MLA or APA format 

C.7.7* Participate in shared research and writing projects 

C.7.8* Evaluate sources for accuracy, bias and credibility 

C.7.9 Make the distinction between one's own ideas from the ideas of others 

 

C.8 Write narratives 
 

C.8.1 Includes at least five (5) appropriately sequence events 

C.8.2* Choose words and phrases to develop the events, experiences and ideas precisely to create a particular mood or attitude 

C.8.3 
Use a variety of transition words, phrases and clauses to convey sequence, shift from one time frame or setting to another and/or 
show the relationships among the events and experiences 

C.8.4 
Develop narrative elements (e.g. setting, event sequence, characters) using relevant sensory details and devices such as dialogue 
or suspense 

C.8.5 Develop one or more settings  

C.8.6 Develop a plot for a story that engages a reader through conflict and literary elements 

C.8.7 Develop characters for a story, including a narrator identifying protagonist, antagonist, and other character types 

C.8.9 Organize an event sequence that leads to suspense, climax and conclusion 

C.8.10 Provide a conclusion that follows from the narrative's events 

 

C.9 Make effective language choices 
 

C.9.1 Choose a variety of mediums to convey ideas 

C.9.2* Use phrases, prepositional phrases, appositives, main clauses, and subordinate clauses to add depth 

C.9.3 Identify and properly use parallelism to present ideas in a series of items for emphasis 

 

C.10 Revise and edit 
 

C.10.1 Write with multiple drafts through the writing process 

C.10.2* Revise and edit to improve the organization, transition and clarity 

C.10.3 Use teacher/peer conferencing 

C.10.5* Proofread to check spelling, grammar, punctuation, capitalization, indentation and comprehension with a rubric or editing checklist 

 

C.11 Produce legible written work (in print and digital work) 
 

C.11.1* Apply rules of margins  

C.11.2 Produce legible work in cursive 

C.11.3 Use bible verses and prayers to practice handwriting 

C.11.4* Apply spacing between words, sentences, and paragraphs 

C.11.7* Write numerals (including Roman numerals) 

C.11.8 Demonstrate strategies for completing worksheets, forms, test, etc... 

C.11.9 Adjust size of handwriting / font in different situations 

C.11.10 Begin strategies of neatness in written work (torn papers, excessive eraser / whiteout, etc...) 

 

C.12 Public 
 

C.12.1 Use formatting techniques (headings, fonts, font sizes, etc.) to aide in style, comprehension, and legibility 

C.12.2 Assign a title and/or title page 

C.12.3 Follow publishing standards of MLA or APA 

C.12.4* Compile the writing process into a published work 

 

C.13 Use technology to produce writing with guidance from adults 
 

C.13.1 Use the internet 

C.13.2 Produce digital stories 

C.13.3 Use word processing program to produce and publish writing 

C.13.4 Produce, publish and interact with others about writing 
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C.13.5* Link to and cite online sources to avoid plagiarism 

C.13.6 Use digital images to enhance writing 

 
G. GRAMMAR AND USAGE 
 

G.1 Observe conventions in grammar and usage in writing 
G.1.1* Know and use correct function of nouns in specific sentences 

G.1.2 Compose a variety of sentences with singular and plural nouns that have corresponding verbs 

G.1.3 Identify, use and classify collective, abstract and concrete nouns 

G.1.4 Identify, label and use common and proper nouns 

G.1.5 Demonstrate correct use of common irregular plural nouns 

G.1.6 Select subject and object nouns 

G.1.7 Identify and use nouns of direct address and appositives 

G.1.8 Categorize and use possessive plural and singular nouns 

G.1.9 Identify and use words in the possessive form, nominative form and objective form 

G.1.10 Demonstrate understanding of and use of predicate nominative 

G.1.11 Identify and use prepositions 

G.1.12 Identify and use objects of the preposition 

G.1.13 Identify and use direct and indirect object 

G.1.14 Identify and use pronouns 

G.1.15 Explain the function of pronouns 

G.1.16 Apply the correct pronoun-antecedent agreement in relation to the person, form, gender and number of nouns 

G.1.17 Label and use personal pronouns 

G.1.18 Demonstrate correct possessive form of pronouns 

G.1.19 Identify, label and use subject and object pronouns 

G.1.20 Identify and use interrogative pronouns 

G.1.21 Identify, label and use demonstrative pronouns 

G.1.22* Identify, label and use action verbs 

G.1.23 Conjugate verbs 

G.1.24* Form, label and use verb tense 

G.1.25 Identify and correct inappropriate shifts in verb tense and forms 

G.1.26 Identify, label and use linking/state of being 

G.1.27 Identify, label and use auxiliary/helping verbs 

G.1.28 Identify and use transitive and intransitive verbs 

G.1.29 Identify, label and use irregular verbs 

G.1.30 Identify active and passive voice 

G.1.32 Identify imperative mood 

G.1.33 Identify and use verb phrases 

G.1.34 Use subject-predicate agreement and identify verbs that agrees with compound subject 

G.1.35 Identify and properly use present perfect verb forms 

G.1.36 Identify, label and use adjectives 

G.1.37 Identify, label and use articles 

G.1.38 Classify, label and use types of adjectives 

G.1.39 Identify, label and use adverbs 

G.1.40 Identify, label and use adjective and adverb modifiers 

G.1.41 Classify adverbs as time, place and manner 

G.1.42 Recognize intensifiers 

G.1.43 Use negatives correctly 

G.1.44 Identify, label and use conjunctions 

G.1.45 Identify, label and use interjections  

G.1.46 Identify, distinguish and use homophones correctly 

G.1.47 Identify, label and define simple and complete subject, simple and complete predicate 

G.1.48 Identify, label and use compound subjects and compound predicates 

G.1.49 Use simple, compound and complex sentences 

G.1.50 Identify, edit, and create sentences avoiding fragments and run-ons 

G.1.51 Identify and apply subject understood of a sentence 

G.1.52 Label, produce and punctuate declarative, interrogative, exclamatory and imperative sentences 
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G.1.53 Produce grammatically correct work 

 

G.2 Observe conventions of capitalization 
 

G.2.1 Define and apply rules of proper noun and appropriate pronouns capitalization 

G.2.2* Capitalize first words of: quotations, dialogue, poetry lines, outlines 

G.2.3 Apply capitalization rules for parts of a letter 

G.2.4 Capitalize names from Bible, abbreviations of title of religious persons (Fr., Sr., etc.)  

G.2.5 Capitalize Mass, Liturgy, God, all pronouns related to the Holy Trinity, names of sacraments and other Catholic terminology  

 

G.3 Observe conventions of punctuation 

 

G.3.1* Identify and use a comma, colon and semi-colon, hyphen, dash, parentheses, and bracketing appropriately 

G.3.2 Correctly apply commas to separate single words in series and lists 

G.3.3 
Apply commas with dates, greetings, closing letters, direct quotes, conjunctions in a compound sentence, interjections, introductory 
phrases and clauses, introductory element from the rest of the sentence, punctuating subordinate clauses, and to begin a sentence 
and after introductory words to set off interrupters, nouns of direct address and appositives 

G.3.4 Use comma to separate city and state 

G.3.5 Use commas to separate coordinate adjectives (e.g. It was a fascinating, enjoyable movie.) 

G.3.6 Use a semicolon to connect main clauses 

G.3.7 Identify and use apostrophe to show possession and to form contractions 

G.3.8 Apply quotation marks to dialogue and quotations from a text 

G.3.9 Identify and apply underlining, quotation marks or italics to indicate titles of works 

G.3.10 Recognize the effect of punctuation marks and typed variations on meaning 

G.3.11 Avoid over and under use of punctuation 

 

G.4 Observe conventions of spelling 
 

G.4.1* 
Use spelling patterns and generalizations (e.g. word families, position-based spelling, syllable patterns, ending rules, meaningful 
word parts) in writing words 

G.4.2* Apply phonetic sounds and patterns 

G.4.3* Identify root words 

G.4.4* Form new words through addition, deletion, and substitution of prefixes, suffixes, and creation of compound words  

G.4.5 Spell grade appropriate words correctly in all written work, consulting references as needed (e.g. Word Wall, dictionary) 

G.4.6* Identify and create contractions correctly 

G.4.7 Apply dictionary strategies (print and digital) and consult reference materials as needed to check and correct spelling 

G.4.8 Demonstrate various methods for learning/studying words 

G.4.9 Detect common spelling errors: substitutions, reversals, omissions, additions 

 

S. SPEAKING AND LISTENING 
 

S.1 Participate, initiate and engage in conversations with peers and adults about age appropriate topics and texts being 
studied in class. 
 

S.1.1 Use movement or behavior to initiate interaction with a person, animal or object (e.g. getting a person's attention) 

S.1.2 Use non-verbal communication much like an adult (e.g. acknowledging others) 

S.1.3 
Responds appropriately in a variety of settings (greetings, farewell, receiving and giving complements, introductions, shaking hands, 
phone calls, voicemails, etc...)  

S.1.4* Participate in discussion without dominating 

S.1.5 During discussions explicitly draw on relevant material and other information known about the topic 

S.1.6 Demonstrate respectful posture, eye contact and silence when listening to others 

S.1.7 Review the key ideas expressed and extend their own ideas in light of new information learned 

S.1.8* Demonstrate respect for the view of others assessing new ideas against Catholic values 

S.1.9 Form comments, opinions and new ideas based on Catholic values and doctrine 

S.1.10* Express emotions and use spoken language in socially acceptable ways 

S.1.11 Ask questions that seek information not already discussed 

S.1.12 Build on the ideas of others by asking relevant questions and contributing appropriate and essential information 
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S.1.13 Identify and respond appropriately to non-verbal cues during a discussion 

S.1.14 Demonstrate conversational strategies, i.e. initiate conversation  

S.1.15* Prepare for discussions by completing reading or conducting research and explicitly draw on the material in discussion 

S.1.16 Cooperate with peers to set clear goals and deadlines 

S.1.17 Recognize transitional and signal words and phrases 

 

S.2 Orally communicate information, opinions, and ideas effectively to different audiences. 
 

S.2.1* 
Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and communicative tasks demonstrating command of formal English when indicated or 
appropriate 

S.2.2* 
Use effective timing, volume, tone, enunciation, rate, fluency, expression, eye contact, projection, articulation and appropriate 
grammar to sustain audience interest and attention 

S.2.3 Use appropriate manners and speech when addressing individuals or groups 

S.2.4 Organize information to achieve particular purposes and to appeal to the background and interest of the audience 

S.2.5 Verbally present information emphasizing salient points with pertinent descriptions and details and use of visuals 

S.2.6 Incorporate technology and visual displays of data when helpful and in a manner that strengthens the presentation 

S.2.7 Use audience feedback for self-reflection of presentation 

S.2.8 
Recite poems, prayers, scripture passages, sections of speeches, or dramatic soliloquies using voice modulation, tone and gesture 
expressively to enhance the meaning 

S.2.9 Demonstrate creativity in speech through the use of role playing/dramatization  

S.2.10 Participate in dramatic activities such as Christmas plays and programs 

S.2.11 Lector at Mass and prayer services 

S.2.12 Lead impromptu prayer and intentions 

S.2.13 Lead daily pledge (i.e. Pledge of Allegiance, school mission, creed) 

S.2.14 
Make formal introductions with eye contact, courtesy, and clarity and use appropriate etiquette when expressing thanks and 
receiving praise 

S.2.15* 
Deliver narrative presentations that establish a context, plot, and point of view, including sensory details and specific language to 
develop the plot and character, use a range of narrative devices, including dialogue, tension or suspense 

S.2.16 
Accurately give informative presentations that pose relevant questions sufficiently limited in scope to be completely and thoroughly 
answered through development of the topic 

S.2.17* 
Deliver descriptive presentations that use concrete sensory details to set for and support unified impressions of people, places, 
things and experiences 

S.2.18 
Provide oral responses to literature that develop an interpretation showing careful reading, understanding, and insight; organize the 
presentation around several clever ideas, premises or images, develop and justify the interpretation through the use of examples 
from the text 

S.2.19* 
Make persuasive presentations that provide a clear statement of the position, include relevant evidence, offer a logical sequence of 
information, engage the listener and try to gain acceptance of the proposition or proposal 

S.2.20 Participate in debate activities (formal and informal) 

 

S.3 Practice the steps to focused listening. 
 

S.3.5 Be able to tell the person what was heard or ask a question of the speaker 

S.3.7 Listen and apply information in a group, panel, or round table discussion 

 

S.4 Confirm understanding of ideas presented orally or through media. 
 

S.4.1 Retell information 

S.4.2 Follow sequence in plot and character development, predict outcomes and draw conclusions 

S.4.3 
Ask and answer questions about key details of information presented to get information, seek help or clarify something not 
understood 

S.4.4 Delineate the claims made by a speaker or presenter and detail what evidence supports which claim 

S.4.5 Transfer important ideas into notes 

S.4.6 Answer questions to demonstrate comprehension 

S.4.7 
Provide helpful feedback to speakers concerning the coherence and logic of a speech's content and delivery and its overall impact 
on the listener 

S.4.10 Identify the tone, mood and emotion conveyed in the verbal and nonverbal message  

S.4.11 Identify persuasive and propaganda techniques used in electronic media and identify faults and misleading information 

S.4.12* Evaluate the credibility of a speaker, including whether the speaker has hidden agendas or presents slanted or biased material 
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S.4.13 
Analyze the use of rhetorical devices, including rhythm and timing of speech, repetitive patterns and the use of onomatopoeia for 
intent and effect 

S.4.14 Attend and evaluate a theatrical performance 

S.4.15 Demonstrate appropriate applause and audience etiquette 

S.4.16 Student bows/curtsies to teacher in greeting 
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Grade 7 Level Standards 
The catechesis that takes place within the religion curriculum of the school and throughout the entire academic curriculum needs to: 
Promote knowledge of the faith; Promote knowledge of the meaning of the Liturgy and the sacraments; Promote moral formation in 

Jesus Christ; Teach the Christian how to pray with Christ; Prepare the Christian to live in community and to participate actively in the 
life and mission of the Church; and Promote a missionary spirit that prepares the faithful to be present as Christians in society. 

 

R. READING AND LITERATURE 
 
R.1 Demonstrate understanding of the features of print. 
 

R.1.2 
Analyze text and media features (captions, comparisons, glossary, graphics, index, labels, maps, special print, subtitles, table of 
contents, websites, sidebars, hyperlinks, electronic menus, icons) to locate and process information relevant to a given topic  

 

R.2 Read with age-appropriate fluency, accuracy and expression. 
 

R.2.1 Use context to confirm or self-correct word recognition and understanding 

R.2.2* Read using decoding strategies such as word chunks, word patterns, structural clues and context clues 

R.2.3* Read on-level text orally with accuracy, appropriate rate, and expression on successive readings 

R.2.4* Concentrate on reading to build stamina for sustained periods of time 

R.2.5* Use punctuation cues to add fluency and expression  

R.2.7 Read assigned and self-selected fiction and non-fiction text 

R.2.8 Read from the Bible 

R.2.9 Self-select texts for research and personal reading 

R.2.10 Interpret signs and symbols used across curriculum content areas (e.g. maps, temperature, and charts) 

 

R.3 Use comprehension strategies.* 
 

R.3.1 Use grade level and on-level texts for purpose and understanding 

R.3.2 
Use information from illustrations, print features, technical resources (charts, tables, travel schedule, timelines and manuals), and 
other visual elements to develop an understanding of the text 

R.3.3* Describe in detail how an author introduces, illustrates, and elaborates a key idea in a text (e.g. through examples and anecdotes) 

R.3.4 Use word chunks, word patterns, structural clues and context clues to understand text 

R.3.5 
Describe how a story's plot unfolds (in a series of episodes or as a problem to be solved) as well as how characters adapt or 
change as they move toward a resolution 

R.3.6 Identify and describe the major conflicts in literature (the five major conflicts)  

R.3.7 Analyze events that advance the plot and determine how each event explains past or present action or foreshadows future action 

R.3.8 Analyze the effect of flashback on the development of the plot and meaning of the text 

R.3.9 
Analyze the structural elements of the plot, such as subplots, parallel episodes, and climax; the plot's development; and the way in 
which conflicts are addressed and resolved 

R.3.10 
Determine how particular lines of dialogue or specific incidents in the story or drama reveal aspects of character or provoke a 
decision 

R.3.11* 
Relate how a sentence, chapter, scene or stanza fits into the overall structure of a text and contributes to the development of the 
plot or themes 

R.3.12 
Analyze how images, sounds and movements contribute to an animated or live-action adaptation of a story, comparing that version 
to what is "seen" or "heard" from reading the text 

R.3.13 Connect and clarify main ideas by identifying their relationships to multiple sources and related topics 

R.3.15* 
Analyze how two or more themes or central ideas in a text relate to one another, drawing on key details such as characters, actions 
and images 

R.3.16 Defend Catholic values, virtues, and Catholic Social Teachings in evaluation of literary themes and plots 

R.3.17* 
Differentiate between literal and figurative language (exaggeration, alliteration, onomatopoeia, metaphor, simile, personification, 
idioms, hyperbole, irony, oxymoron, allusion)  

R.3.18* Identify tone in the literature as formal, informal, serious, comic, sarcastic, sad, cheerful, or any other existing attitude  

R.3.19 Interpret Linguistic Analysis (word choice) in terms of historical, geographical, social economic, racial, religious context  

R.3.20* Defend statements as fact or opinion 

R.3.21 Identify and explain the effects of common literary devices such as symbolism, imagery, or metaphor in a variety of texts 

R.3.22 
Analyze words and phrases in a variety of texts that suggest feelings or appeal to the senses and explain the author's intent and 
reader's interpretation 
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R.3.23 Categorize and analyze by characteristics, facts, genres, topics, and trends  

R.3.24 
Apply reading strategies: semantic webbing, story mapping, sequencing (chronological order), retelling, predicting, prior knowledge, 
post reading, summarizing, visualizing, inferencing, senses (sight, sound, smell, taste, and touch) and background knowledge and 
literary elements 

R.3.25* Select pertinent passages or phrases to answer questions 

R.3.26 Identify a purpose for reading and study various forms of literature 

R.3.27 Read a variety of texts and genres to build an interest in leisure, academic and informational reading 

R.3.28* Read and discuss age appropriate: holy cards, books about saints and prophets, creation poems, and Bible stories  

R.3.29 Demonstrate proper library etiquette and procedures 

R.3.30* Identify, analyze, and interpret cause and effect relationships 

R.3.31 
Explain how character traits can be identified in oneself and others and develop empathy, care, and compassion for a character's 
crisis or choice  

R.3.32* 
Determine the causes or reasons that link different events, ideas, information, characters, or setting using text and relate to 
personal experience  

R.3.33 Compare and contrast two or more versions of the same story by different authors or from different cultures  

R.3.34 Identify how two or more texts on the same subject build on one another; provide a coherent picture of the information they convey 

R.3.35 
Use age appropriate literature as an alternative way of learning science, math, social studies and the arts and to gain and interpret 
new and different perspectives 

R.3.36 Identify impact of age appropriate literature on one’s opinion  

R.3.37 Identify the degree in which a plot or character trait is believable or realistic 

R.3.38 Compare reviews of literary works and determine what influences the reviewer 

R.3.39 Identify how a work of literature can reflect the heritage, tradition, attitudes and beliefs of the author 

R.3.40 
Compare and contrast the accounts of a subject in different mediums / genres analyzing how the method of delivery affects the 
impact of the information being portrayed 

R.3.41 
Compare the point of view from which different stories are narrated, including the difference between first and third person 
narratives 

R.3.42* Interpret how a narrator's point of view influences how events are described 

R.3.43* Determine how an author's point of view influences the cultural context of a text  

R.3.44 Analyze organizational patterns within poetry 

R.3.45 
Identify the difference in the perspective or knowledge of characters and audience (e.g. created through the device or dramatic 
irony) produces suspense or humor 

R.3.46* 
Defend thoughts, feelings, judgments, understanding, personal experience and attitudes, draw conclusions and make predictions 
after reading or listening to material of grade level text 

R.3.47* 
Draw conclusions, make reasonable statements, inferences, and predictions about a text, supporting the conclusions, statements 
with text evidence  

R.3.48 
Expand the use of reference materials (sacred and secular) for gathering information and use a rubric for evaluating validity of 
sources from web sources 

R.3.49* Defend / disprove credibility and reliability of sources 

R.3.50 
Identify the adequacy, accuracy and appropriateness of the author's evidence to support claims and assertions, noting instances of 
persuasion, propaganda, bias and stereotyping 

R.3.51 Demonstrate how literature is used to develop a religious, moral and social sense  

R.3.52 Read and follow written directions for grade level material 

R.3.53 
Explain from a Catholic perspective how literature addresses critical questions related to man, such as: How ought men live in 
community with each other’s? What is the relationship between God and man? What is the nature of human dignity and the human 
spirit? 

R.3.54 Extend awareness of world cultures, historical perspectives, and cultural patrimony handed down through diverse texts 

 

R.4 Recognize and interpret common genres. 
 

R.4.1 Discuss the purposes and characteristics of different forms of written text, such as short story, novel, novella and essay 

R.4.2 
Compare and analyze the structure and content of various genre: (e.g. fairytales, folktales, poems, historical fiction, narratives, 
biography, autobiography, non-fiction, Psalms, Gospels, Biblical Stories/Parables, expository, reference, mystery, myth, journals, 
essays, science journals, history, biography, classical literature, content area, legend, historical fiction, news story, myths, etc...) 

R.4.3 
Evaluate, critique, and interpret a variety of literature from different eras, cultures and authors and articulate how spiritual knowledge 
and enduring truths are represented and communicated through fairy tales, fables, myths, parables and stories  

R.4.4 
Compare, contrast, and defend heroes and villains; quests or challenges when writing or speaking about classic stories from around 
the world  
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R.4.5 
Describe the importance of thinking with images informed by classic Christian and Western symbols and archetypes, including their 
important role in understanding the battle between good and evil and their role in making visible realities that are complex, invisible 
and spiritual  

R.4.6 
Compare and Contrast elements of poetry (e.g. rhyme scheme, imagery, mood, meter, repetition, meter, repetition, stanza, humor, 
satire) 

R.4.7 Analyze structure of poetry within a variety of poetic forms (e.g. acrostic, couplets, cinquain, free verse, concrete, Psalms, etc...) 

R.4.8 Analyze structural elements of drama (e.g. cast of characters, setting descriptions, dialogue, stage directions, acts, scenes) 

 

V. VOCABULARY AND WORD ANALYSIS 
 

V.1 Know and apply grade-level phonics and word analysis skills in decoding words. 
 

V.1.34 Differentiate multi-syllabic words with common roots  

V.1.35 Recognize grade-appropriate irregularly spelled words  

V.1.37 
Apply the meaning of complex words by decomposing the word into understandable parts using the etymology of words (Latin and 
Greek) (prefix/root/suffix) (e.g. transubstantiation - Latin [trans] across or through [substantia] substance) 

V.1.38 Distinguish real-life and religious meaning of some words and their various uses and meanings 

V.1.39 Trace the network of uses and meaning that different words have and the interrelationships among the meanings and uses 

V.1.40 Identify analogies: word and synonym, word and antonym, part and whole 

V.1.41* Evaluate the use of common antonyms, synonyms, homophones, homonyms, and heteronyms 

V.1.42 Extend complex adjectives using synonyms to distinguish objects 

V.1.43* Infer the general meaning of a word based on the real life / familiar context given in a grade level sentence 

V.1.44* Apply age-appropriate vocabulary 

V.1.45 Recognize, use, and spell age-appropriate vocabulary 

V.1.46 Recognize age-appropriate quantitative words 

V.1.47 Analyze age-appropriate familiar words in other contexts 

V.1.48* Distinguish that a single word may have multiple meanings  

V.1.49 Interpret word meaning to comprehend story 

V.1.50* Perceive variations of vocabulary choice may create multiple or varying mental images 

V.1.52 
Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown or multi-meaning words through the use of consulting glossaries or beginning 
dictionaries, both print and digital 

V.1.53 
Verify the preliminary determination of a word's meaning (e.g. by checking the inferred meaning in context or looking up a word in 
the dictionary) 

V.1.56 Apply a word in a passage that best fits a given definition 

 

V.2 Use newly learned words acquired through conversations, reading and responding to texts. 
 

V.2.1 Analyze both new sacred and secular age-appropriate vocabulary in discussion and daily application  

V.2.2* 
Apply grade appropriate general academic vocabulary and domain specific words and phrases taught directly and acquired through 
reading and responding to text 

 

C. COMPOSITION 
 

C.1 Use, demonstrate and apply the conventions of print in purposeful and meaningful writing activities 
 

C.1.1* Compose essays 

 

C.2 Use Prewriting Strategies 
 

C.2.1* Use graphic organizers to plan writing 

C.2.2 Use strategies of note-taking, outline and summarizing to impose structure on composition text 

C.2.3* Brainstorm, survey, list, cluster ideas, freewrite 

 

C.3 Write Paragraphs 
 

C.3.2* Develop the topic with supporting details and precise language 

C.3.3 Write 6-9 supporting sentences 
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C.3.4 Engage the interest of the reader 

C.3.5 Write with a conclusion in mind 

C.3.6* Compose paragraphs that are descriptive, transitional and sequential 

C.3.7* Support theses or conclusions with analogies, paraphrases, quotations, expert opinions, and similar devices and evidence 

C.3.8 Produce a 5-10 paragraph essay 

 

C.4 Write a variety of genre and style appropriate to task, purpose and audience 
 

C.4.1 Write a thank you notes 

C.4.2 Write a friendly letter 

C.4.3 Write a formal letter  

C.4.4 Address envelopes for correspondence 

C.4.5 Write and address a postcard 

C.4.6 Write a to-do list/utilize a planner (print or digital) 

C.4.7 Write a friendly email/electronic communication (i.e. Google chat) 

C.4.8 Write a formal email/electronic communication (i.e. Google chat) 

C.4.9 Write words as labels or lists 

C.4.10 Write phrases as captions for pictures 

C.4.11* Copy from board 

C.4.12* Write from dictation 

C.4.13* Adjust tone and style as necessary 

C.4.14* Use a variety of word choices that stimulate the readers ability to infer, interpret, and draw conclusions 

C.4.15 Use symbols, pictures and charts to convey thoughts and meaning in a written document 

C.4.16 Write in response to literary or informational sources 

C.4.17* Draw from text to support analysis and reflection describing what has been learned 

C.4.18 Develop an interpretation that shows careful reading, understanding and insight 

C.4.19* Write journals, prayer journals 

C.4.20 Write directions and instructions 

C.4.21 Write a book report 

C.4.22 Fill out forms 

C.4.23 Write poems 

C.4.24 Write skits/plays 

C.4.25 Write tales and fables 

C.4.26 Write an editorial 

C.4.27* 
Write with references to religious writings (i.e. reports, research, and investigation of saints, sacramental information, cards, poetry, 
summarizing reflection, journal entries, articles for school newsletter, parish bulletins) 

C.4.28 Write stories from Bible in own words and/or with a modern twist 

C.4.29 Write own prayers of the faithful, write own prayers, write Ten Commandments in own words 

C.4.30 Write a Respect Life essay or on other Social Justice topics 

C.4.31 Rewrite miracles/parables into play form and perform 

C.4.32 Write biographical, autobiographical and short stories that develop a standard plot line and point of view 

C.4.33* Participate in brief daily writing that supports learning (brainstorming, spontaneous, routine tasks, varied timed period) 

C.4.34 Write essay test questions and assignments with short or long response answers 

 

C.5 Write opinions and persuasive compositions 
 

C.5.1 Write a well-defined thesis that makes a clear and knowledgeable appeal 

C.5.2* 
Provide details, reasons and examples, arranging them effectively by anticipating and answering reader concerns and 
counterarguments 

C.5.3* 
Describe the points in support of the proposition employing well-articulated evidence using effective emotional, logical and ethical 
appeals 

C.5.4 Provide a conclusion that defends the thesis 

C.5.5 Link reasons and details together using words and phrases (e.g. so, then, for instance, in addition) 

C.5.6 Select appropriate propaganda style to defend opinion (i.e. using statistics vs emotions) 

 

C.6 Write informative/explanatory, descriptive and technical texts 
 

C.6.1* Introduce a topic and state a thesis 
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C.6.2* Organize information appropriate to the purpose 

C.6.3* Develop the topic with relevant and accurate facts, definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other information and examples 

C.6.4 Use strategies, such as, definition, classification, compare/contrast, and cause/effect 

C.6.5 Use appropriate links and varied sentence structures to join and clarify ideas 

C.6.6 Use straightforward language to create an objective style, appropriate for a researcher seeking information 

C.6.7* Restate the thesis to provide a conclusion that follow logically from the information or explanation presented 

C.6.9* Identify the need for correct citation of sources to avoid plagiarism 

 

C.7 Perform focused research tasks that build knowledge about a topic 
 

C.7.1 Gather information from experience as well as a variety of print and digital resources 

C.7.2 Take notes on sources 

C.7.3 Categorize evidence 

C.7.4 Restate, summarize or paraphrase information 

C.7.5 Cite sources 

C.7.6* Provide basic bibliographic information using MLA or APA format 

C.7.7* Participate in shared research and writing projects 

C.7.8* Evaluate sources for accuracy, bias and credibility 

C.7.9 Make the distinction between one's own ideas from the ideas of others 

 

C.8 Write narratives 
 

C.8.1 Includes at least six to eight (6-8) appropriately sequence events 

C.8.2* Choose words and phrases to develop the events, experiences and ideas precisely to create a particular mood or attitude 

C.8.3 
Use a variety of transition words, phrases and clauses to convey sequence, shift from one time frame or setting to another and/or 
show the relationships among the events and experiences 

C.8.4 
Develop narrative elements (e.g. setting, event sequence, complex major and minor characters) using relevant sensory details and 
devices such as dialogue, suspense and the naming of narrative action 

C.8.5 Develop one or more settings  

C.8.6 Develop a plot for a story that engages a reader through conflict and literary elements 

C.8.7 Develop characters for a story, including a narrator identifying protagonist, antagonist, and other character types 

C.8.8 Modify character development as the story progresses 

C.8.9 Organize an event sequence that leads to suspense, climax and conclusion 

C.8.10 Provide a conclusion that follows from the narrative's events 

 

C.9 Make effective language choices 
 

C.9.1 Choose a variety of mediums to convey ideas 

C.9.2* Use phrases, prepositional phrases, appositives, main clauses, and subordinate clauses to add depth 

C.9.3 Identify and properly use parallelism to present ideas in a series of items for emphasis 

 

C.10 Revise and edit 
 

C.10.1 Write with multiple drafts through the writing process 

C.10.2* Revise and edit to improve the organization, transition and clarity 

C.10.3 Use teacher/peer conferencing 

C.10.4 Reflect on how well questions of purpose have been addressed and revise writing as needed 

C.10.5* Proofread to check spelling, grammar, punctuation, capitalization, indentation and comprehension with a rubric or editing checklist 

 

C.11 Produce legible written work (in print and digital work) 
 

C.11.1* Apply rules of margins  

C.11.2 Produce legible work in cursive 

C.11.3 Use bible verses and prayers to practice handwriting 

C.11.4* Apply spacing between words, sentences, and paragraphs 

C.11.7* Write numerals (including Roman numerals) 

C.11.8 Demonstrate strategies for completing worksheets, forms, test, etc... 

C.11.9 Adjust size of handwriting / font in different situations 
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C.11.10 Begin strategies of neatness in written work (torn papers, excessive eraser / whiteout, etc...) 

 

C.12 Public 
 

C.12.1 Use formatting techniques (headings, fonts, font sizes, etc.) to aide in style, comprehension, and legibility 

C.12.2 Assign a title and/or title page 

C.12.3 Follow publishing standards of MLA or APA 

C.12.4* Compile the writing process into a published work 

 

C.13 Use technology to produce writing with guidance from adults 
 

C.13.1 Use the internet 

C.13.2 Produce digital stories 

C.13.3 Use word processing program to produce and publish writing 

C.13.4 Produce, publish and interact with others about writing 

C.13.5* Link to and cite online sources to avoid plagiarism 

C.13.6 Use digital images to enhance writing 

 

G. GRAMMAR AND USAGE 
 

G.1 Observe conventions in grammar and usage in writing 
G.1.1* Know and use correct function of nouns in specific sentences 

G.1.2 Compose a variety of sentences with singular and plural nouns that have corresponding verbs 

G.1.3 Identify, use and classify collective, abstract and concrete nouns 

G.1.4 Identify, label and use common and proper nouns 

G.1.5 Demonstrate correct use of common irregular plural nouns 

G.1.6 Select subject and object nouns 

G.1.7 Identify and use nouns of direct address and appositives 

G.1.8 Categorize and use possessive plural and singular nouns 

G.1.9 Identify and use words in the possessive form, nominative form and objective form 

G.1.10 Demonstrate understanding of and use of predicate nominative 

G.1.11 Identify and use prepositions 

G.1.12 Identify, label and use objects of the preposition 

G.1.13 Identify, label and use direct and indirect object 

G.1.14 Identify and use pronouns 

G.1.15 Explain the function of pronouns 

G.1.16 Apply the correct pronoun-antecedent agreement in relation to the person, form, gender and number of nouns 

G.1.17 Label and use personal pronouns 

G.1.18 Demonstrate and label correct possessive form of pronouns 

G.1.19 Identify, label and use subject and object pronouns 

G.1.20 Identify, label and use interrogative pronouns 

G.1.21 Identify, label and use demonstrative pronouns 

G.1.22* Identify, label and use action verbs 

G.1.23 Conjugate verbs 

G.1.24* Form, label and use verb tense 

G.1.25 Identify and correct inappropriate shifts in verb tense and forms 

G.1.26 Identify, label and use linking/state of being 

G.1.27 Identify, label and use auxiliary/helping verbs 

G.1.28 Identify, label and use transitive and intransitive verbs 

G.1.29 Identify, label and use irregular verbs 

G.1.30 Identify passive and active voice, choosing active voice to produce clear, concise writing 

G.1.32 Identify imperative mood 

G.1.33 Identify and use verbals and verbal phrases (gerunds, participles and infinitives) 

G.1.34 Apply subject-predicate agreement correctly and identify verbs that agrees with compound subject 

G.1.35 Identify and properly use present perfect verb forms 

G.1.36 Identify, label and use adjectives 

G.1.37 Identify, label and use articles 
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G.1.38 Classify, label and use types of adjectives 

G.1.39 Identify, label and use adverbs 

G.1.40 Identify, label and use modifiers such as adjectives and adverb phrases; identify the word they modify 

G.1.41 Classify adverbs as time, place and manner 

G.1.42 Use intensifiers appropriately 

G.1.43 Use negatives correctly 

G.1.44 Identify, label and use conjunctions 

G.1.45 Identify, label and use interjections  

G.1.46 Identify, distinguish and use homophones correctly 

G.1.47 Identify, label and define simple and complete subject, simple and complete predicate 

G.1.48 Identify, label and use compound subjects and compound predicates 

G.1.49 Use simple, compound and complex sentences 

G.1.50 Identify, edit, and create sentences avoiding rhetorically poor fragments and run-ons 

G.1.51 Identify and apply subject understood of a sentence 

G.1.52 Label, produce and punctuate declarative, interrogative, exclamatory and imperative sentences 

G.1.53 Produce grammatically correct work 

 

G.2 Observe conventions of capitalization 
 

G.2.1 Define and apply rules of proper noun and appropriate pronouns capitalization 

G.2.2* Capitalize first words of: quotations, dialogue, poetry lines, outlines 

G.2.3 Apply capitalization rules for parts of a letter 

G.2.4 Capitalize names from Bible, abbreviations of title of religious persons (Fr., Sr., etc.)  

G.2.5 Capitalize Mass, Liturgy, God, all pronouns related to the Holy Trinity, names of sacraments and other Catholic terminology  

 

G.3 Observe conventions of punctuation 
 

G.3.1* Identify and correctly use a hyphen, dash, parentheses, bracketing and semicolon 

G.3.2 Correctly apply commas to separate single words in series and lists 

G.3.3 
Apply commas with dates, greetings, closing letters, direct quotes, conjunctions in a compound sentence, interjections, introductory 
phrases and clauses, introductory element from the rest of the sentence, punctuating subordinate clauses, and to begin a sentence 
and after introductory words to set off interrupters, nouns of direct address and appositives 

G.3.4 Use comma to separate city and state 

G.3.5 Use commas to separate coordinate adjectives (e.g. It was a fascinating, enjoyable movie.) 

G.3.6 Use a semicolon to connect main clauses 

G.3.7 Identify and use apostrophe to show possession and to form contractions 

G.3.8 Apply quotation marks to dialogue and quotations from a text 

G.3.9 Identify and apply underlining, quotation marks or italics to indicate titles of works 

G.3.10 Recognize the effect of punctuation marks and typed variations on meaning 

G.3.11 Avoid over and under use of punctuation 

 

G.4 Observe conventions of spelling 
 

G.4.1* 
Use spelling patterns and generalizations (e.g. word families, position-based spelling, syllable patterns, ending rules, meaningful 
word parts) in writing words 

G.4.2* Apply phonetic sounds and patterns 

G.4.3* Identify root words 

G.4.4* Form new words through addition, deletion, and substitution of prefixes, suffixes, and creation of compound words  

G.4.5 Spell grade appropriate words correctly in all written work, consulting references as needed (e.g. Word Wall, dictionary) 

G.4.6* Identify and create contractions correctly 

G.4.7 Apply dictionary strategies (print and digital) and consult reference materials as needed to check and correct spelling 

G.4.8 Demonstrate various methods for learning/studying words 

G.4.9 Detect common spelling errors: substitutions, reversals, omissions, additions 

 

S. SPEAKING AND LISTENING 
 



134 

S.1 Participate, initiate and engage in conversations with peers and adults about age appropriate topics and texts being 
studied in class. 
 

S.1.1 Use movement or behavior to initiate interaction with a person, animal or object (e.g. getting a person's attention) 

S.1.2 Use non-verbal communication much like an adult (e.g. acknowledging others) 

S.1.3 
Responds appropriately in a variety of settings (greetings, farewell, receiving and giving complements, introductions, shaking hands, 
phone calls, voicemails, etc...)  

S.1.4* Participate in discussion without dominating 

S.1.5 During discussions explicitly draw on relevant material and other information known about the topic 

S.1.6 Demonstrate respectful posture, eye contact and silence when listening to others 

S.1.7 Take the view of others into account and, when warranted, modify personal view in light of the evidence presented 

S.1.8* Demonstrate respect for the view of others assessing new ideas against Catholic doctrine 

S.1.9 Form comments, opinions and new ideas based on Catholic values and doctrine 

S.1.10* Express emotions and use spoken language in socially acceptable ways 

S.1.11 Ask questions to elicit information including evidence to support the speaker's claims and conclusions 

S.1.12 Advance a discussion by asking questions, responding precisely, and sharing factual knowledge and observations 

S.1.13 Identify and respond appropriately to non-verbal cues during a discussion 

S.1.14 Demonstrate conversational strategies, i.e. initiate conversation  

S.1.15* Prepare for discussions by completing reading or conducting research and explicitly draw on the material in discussion 

S.1.16 Cooperate with peers to set clear goals and deadlines 

S.1.17 Recognize transitional and signal words and phrases 

 

S.2 Orally communicate information, opinions, and ideas effectively to different audiences. 
 

S.2.1* 
Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and communicative tasks demonstrating command of formal English when indicated or 
appropriate 

S.2.2* 
Use adjustments to tone, volume, timing, enunciation, rate, fluency, expression, eye contact, projection, articulation, and appropriate 
grammar of speech and enunciation for effective presentations 

S.2.3 Use appropriate manners and speech when addressing individuals or groups 

S.2.4 
Outline the organization of a speech, including an introduction, transitions, previews, and summaries, a logically developed body 
and an effective conclusion 

S.2.5 Verbally present information emphasizing salient points with pertinent descriptions and details and use of visuals 

S.2.6 Incorporate technology and visual displays of data when helpful and in a manner that strengthens the presentation 

S.2.7 
Use audience feedback, including both verbal and non-verbal cues, to reconsider and modify the organizational structure and/or to 
rearrange words and sentences for clarification of meaning 

S.2.8 
Recite poems, prayers, scripture passages, sections of speeches, or dramatic soliloquies using voice modulation, tone and gesture 
expressively to enhance the meaning 

S.2.9 Demonstrate creativity in speech through the use of role playing/dramatization  

S.2.10 Participate in dramatic activities such as Christmas plays and programs 

S.2.11 Lector at Mass and prayer services 

S.2.12 Lead impromptu prayer and intentions 

S.2.13 Lead daily pledge (i.e. Pledge of Allegiance, school mission, creed) 

S.2.14 
Make formal introductions with eye contact, courtesy, and clarity and use appropriate etiquette when expressing thanks and 
receiving praise 

S.2.15* 
Deliver narrative presentations that establish a context, plot, and point of view, including sensory details and specific language to 
develop the plot and character, use a range of narrative devices, including dialogue, tension or suspense and showing narrative 
action with movement, gestures and expressions 

S.2.16 Give research presentations that pose relevant and concise questions about the topic, provide accurate information the the topic 

S.2.17* 
Deliver descriptive presentations that establish a clear point of view on the subject, establish the presenter's relationship with the 
subject, contain effective, factual descriptions of appearance, concrete images, shifting perspectives and sensory details 

S.2.18 
Provide oral summaries of articles and books that include the main ideas and the most significant details; state in own words, 
except when quoting directly from sources, demonstrate a complete understanding of sources, not just superficial details 

S.2.19* 
Make persuasive presentations that state a clear position in support of an argument or proposal, describe and include supporting 
evidence 

S.2.20 Participate in debate activities (formal and informal) 

 

S.3 Practice the steps to focused listening. 
 



135 

S.3.5 Be able to tell the person what was heard or ask a question of the speaker 

S.3.7 Listen and apply information in a group, panel, or round table discussion 

 

S.4 Confirm understanding of ideas presented orally or through media. 
 

S.4.1 Retell information 

S.4.2 Follow sequence in plot and character development, predict outcomes and draw conclusions 

S.4.3 
Ask and answer questions about key details of information presented to get information, seek help or clarify something not 
understood 

S.4.4 
Evaluate a speaker's or presenter's reading and claims as well as the degree to which each claim is logically supported by the 
evidence provided 

S.4.5 Transfer important ideas into notes 

S.4.6 Answer questions to demonstrate comprehension 

S.4.7 
Provide helpful feedback to speakers concerning the coherence and logic of a speech's content and delivery and its overall impact 
on the listener 

S.4.10 Identify the tone, mood and emotion conveyed in the verbal and nonverbal message  

S.4.11 
Analyze the effect on the viewer of images, text and sound in electronic journalism and identify the techniques used to achieve the 
effects 

S.4.12* Evaluate the credibility of a speaker, including whether the speaker has hidden agendas or presents slanted or biased material 

S.4.13 
Analyze the use of rhetorical devices, including rhythm and timing of speech, repetitive patterns and the use of onomatopoeia for 
intent and effect 

S.4.14 Attend and evaluate a theatrical performance 

S.4.15 Demonstrate appropriate applause and audience etiquette 

S.4.16 Student bows/curtsies to teacher in greeting 
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Grade 8 Level Standards 
The catechesis that takes place within the religion curriculum of the school and throughout the entire academic curriculum needs to: 
Promote knowledge of the faith; Promote knowledge of the meaning of the Liturgy and the sacraments; Promote moral formation in 

Jesus Christ; Teach the Christian how to pray with Christ; Prepare the Christian to live in community and to participate actively in the 
life and mission of the Church; and Promote a missionary spirit that prepares the faithful to be present as Christians in society. 

 

R. READING AND LITERATURE 
 
R.1 Demonstrate understanding of the features of print. 
 

R.1.2 
Analyze text and media features (captions, comparisons, glossary, graphics, index, labels, maps, special print, subtitles, table of 
contents, websites, sidebars, hyperlinks, electronic menus, icons) to locate and process information relevant to a given topic  

 

R.2 Read with age-appropriate fluency, accuracy and expression. 
 

R.2.1 Use context to confirm or self-correct word recognition and understanding 

R.2.2* Read using decoding strategies such as word chunks, word patterns, structural clues and context clues 

R.2.3* Read on-level text orally with accuracy, appropriate rate, and expression on successive readings 

R.2.4* Concentrate on reading to build stamina for sustained periods of time 

R.2.5* Use punctuation cues to add fluency and expression  

R.2.7 Read assigned and self-selected fiction and non-fiction text 

R.2.8 Read from the Bible 

R.2.9 Self-select texts for research and personal reading 

R.2.10 Interpret signs and symbols used across curriculum content areas (e.g. maps, temperature, and charts) 

 

R.3 Use comprehension strategies.* 
 

R.3.1 Use grade level and on-level texts for purpose and understanding 

R.3.2 
Use information from illustrations, print features, technical resources (charts, tables, travel schedule, timelines and manuals), and 
other visual elements to develop an understanding of the text 

R.3.3* 
Analyze how an author introduces, illustrates, and elaborates on two or more significant ideas in a text, including how the 
relationship between ideas is expressed 

R.3.4 Use word chunks, word patterns, structural clues and context clues to understand text 

R.3.5 
Describe how a story's plot unfolds (in a series of episodes or as a problem to be solved) as well as how characters adapt or 
change as they move toward a resolution 

R.3.6 Identify and describe the major conflicts in literature (the five major conflicts)  

R.3.7 Determine events that advance the plot and determine how each event explains past or present action or foreshadows future action 

R.3.8 Analyze the effect of flashback on the development of the plot and meaning of the text 

R.3.9 
Evaluate the structural elements of the plot, such as subplots, parallel episodes, and climax; the plot's development; and the way in 
which conflicts are addressed and resolved 

R.3.10 
Analyze the relevance of setting and compare and contrast the motivations and reactions of literary characters from different 
historical eras 

R.3.11* 
Translate how a sentence, chapter, scene or stanza fits into the overall structure of a text and contributes to the development of the 
plot or themes 

R.3.12 
Interpret how images, sounds and movements contribute to an animated or live-action adaptation of a story, comparing that version 
to what is "seen" or "heard" from reading the text 

R.3.13 Elaborate main ideas by identifying their relationships to multiple sources and related topics 

R.3.14 
Compare the original text to a summary to determine whether the summary accurately describes the main ideas, includes important 
details and conveys the underlying meaning 

R.3.15* 
Identify and analyze recurring themes conveyed through characters, actions and images, that appear frequently across traditional 
and contemporary works 

R.3.16 Defend Catholic values, virtues, and Catholic Social Teachings in evaluation of literary themes and plots 

R.3.17* 
Differentiate between literal and figurative language (exaggeration, alliteration, onomatopoeia, metaphor, simile, personification, 
idioms, hyperbole, irony, oxymoron, allusion, cliché, anthropomorphism)  

R.3.18* Identify tone in the literature as formal, informal, serious, comic, sarcastic, sad, cheerful, or any other existing attitude  

R.3.19 Interpret Linguistic Analysis (word choice) in terms of historical, geographical, social economic, racial, religious context  

R.3.20* Defend statements as fact or opinion 
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R.3.21 
Analyze significant literary devices, such as metaphor, symbolism, dialect or quotations, and irony, which define a writer's style and 
use those elements to interpret the work 

R.3.22 
Analyze words and phrases in a variety of texts that suggest feelings or appeal to the senses and explain the author's intent and 
reader's interpretation 

R.3.23 Categorize and analyze by characteristics, facts, genres, topics, and trends  

R.3.24 
Apply reading strategies: semantic webbing, story mapping, sequencing (chronological order), retelling, predicting, prior knowledge, 
post reading, summarizing, visualizing, inferencing, senses (sight, sound, smell, taste, and touch) and background knowledge and 
literary elements 

R.3.25* Select pertinent passages or phrases to answer questions 

R.3.26 Identify a purpose for reading and study various forms of literature 

R.3.27 Read a variety of texts and genres to build an interest in leisure, academic and informational reading 

R.3.28* Read and discuss age appropriate: holy cards, books about saints and prophets, creation poems, and Bible stories  

R.3.29 Demonstrate proper library etiquette and procedures 

R.3.30* Identify, analyze, and interpret cause and effect relationships 

R.3.31 
Explain how character traits can be identified in oneself and others and develop empathy, care, and compassion for a character's 
crisis or choice  

R.3.32* 
Determine the causes or reasons that link different events, ideas, information, characters, or setting using text and relate to 
personal experience  

R.3.33 Compare and contrast two or more versions of the same story by different authors or from different cultures  

R.3.34 
Infer how two or more texts on the same subject build on one another; provide a coherent picture of the information they convey 
when authors writing about the same topic shape their presentations of key information by emphasizing different interpretations of 
facts 

R.3.35 
Use age appropriate literature as an alternative way of learning science, math, social studies and the arts and to gain and interpret 
new and different perspectives 

R.3.36 Identify impact of age appropriate literature on one’s opinion  

R.3.37 Identify the degree in which a plot or character trait is believable or realistic 

R.3.38 Analyze reviews of literary works and determine what influences the reviewer 

R.3.39 Analyze a work of literature showing how it reflects the heritage, tradition, attitudes and beliefs of the author 

R.3.40 
Compare and contrast the accounts of a subject in different mediums / genres evaluating the advantages and disadvantages of 
using different mediums / genres 

R.3.41 Analyze the point of view from which different stories are narrated, including the difference between first and third person narratives 

R.3.42* Interpret how a narrator's point of view influences how events are described 

R.3.43* Compare and contrast the cultural context of a text with another similar text 

R.3.44 Analyze organizational patterns within poetry 

R.3.45 
Explain how a difference in the perspective or knowledge of characters and audience (e.g. created through the device or dramatic 
irony) produces suspense or humor 

R.3.46* 
Prove and/or disprove the thoughts, feelings, judgments, understanding, personal experience and attitudes, draw conclusions and 
make predictions after reading or listening to material of grade level text 

R.3.47* 
Defend conclusions, make reasonable statements, inferences, and predictions about a text, supporting the conclusions, statements 
with text evidence 

R.3.48 
Expand the use of reference materials (sacred and secular) for gathering information and use a rubric for evaluating validity of 
sources from web sources 

R.3.49* Defend / disprove credibility and reliability of sources 

R.3.50 
Explain instances of persuasion, propaganda, instance of bias, stereotyping, and faulty reasoning in nonfiction text, such as 
unsupported and invalid premises or inferences and conclusions that do not follow the premise 

R.3.51 Demonstrate how literature is used to develop a religious, moral and social sense  

R.3.52 Read and follow written directions for grade level material 

R.3.53 
Explain from a Catholic perspective how literature addresses critical questions related to man, such as: How ought men live in 
community with each other’s? What is the relationship between God and man? What is the nature of human dignity and the human 
spirit? 

R.3.54 Extend awareness of world cultures, historical perspectives, and cultural patrimony handed down through diverse texts 

 

R.4 Recognize and interpret common genres. 
 

R.4.1 Determine and articulate the relationship between the purpose and characteristics of different forms of poetry 

R.4.2 
Compare and analyze the structure and content of various genre: (e.g. fairytales, folktales, poems, historical fiction, narratives, 
biography, autobiography, non-fiction, Psalms, Gospels, Biblical Stories/Parables, expository, reference, mystery, myth, journals, 
essays, science journals, history, biography, classical literature, content area, legend, historical fiction, news story, myths, etc...) 
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R.4.3 
Evaluate, critique, and interpret a variety of literature from different eras, cultures and authors and articulate how spiritual knowledge 
and enduring truths are represented and communicated through fairy tales, fables, myths, parables and stories  

R.4.4 
Compare, contrast, and defend heroes and villains; quests or challenges when writing or speaking about classic stories from around 
the world  

R.4.5 
Describe the importance of thinking with images informed by classic Christian and Western symbols and archetypes, including their 
important role in understanding the battle between good and evil and their role in making visible realities that are complex, invisible 
and spiritual  

R.4.6 
Compare and Contrast elements of poetry (e.g. rhyme scheme, imagery, mood, meter, repetition, meter, repetition, stanza, humor, 
satire) 

R.4.7 
Analyze and compare structure of poetry within a variety of poetic forms (e.g. acrostic, couplets, cinquain, free verse, concrete, 
Psalms, etc...) 

R.4.8 Analyze structural elements of drama (e.g. cast of characters, setting descriptions, dialogue, stage directions, acts, scenes) 

 

V. VOCABULARY AND WORD ANALYSIS 
 

V.1 Know and apply grade-level phonics and word analysis skills in decoding words. 
 

V.1.34 Differentiate multi-syllabic words with common roots  

V.1.35 Recognize grade-appropriate irregularly spelled words  

V.1.37 
Apply the meaning of complex words by decomposing the word into understandable parts using the etymology of words (Latin and 
Greek) (prefix/root/suffix) (e.g. transubstantiation - Latin [trans] across or through [substantia] substance) 

V.1.38 Distinguish real-life and religious meaning of some words and their various uses and meanings 

V.1.39 Trace the network of uses and meaning that different words have and the interrelationships among the meanings and uses 

V.1.40 Identify analogies: word and synonym, word and antonym, part and whole 

V.1.41* Evaluate the use of common antonyms, synonyms, homophones, homonyms, and heteronyms 

V.1.42 Extend complex adjectives using synonyms to distinguish objects 

V.1.43* Infer the general meaning of a word based on the real life / familiar context given in a grade level sentence 

V.1.44* Apply age-appropriate vocabulary 

V.1.45 Recognize, use, and spell age-appropriate vocabulary 

V.1.46 Recognize age-appropriate quantitative words 

V.1.47 Analyze age-appropriate familiar words in other contexts 

V.1.48* Distinguish that a single word may have multiple meanings  

V.1.49 Interpret word meaning to comprehend story 

V.1.50* Perceive variations of vocabulary choice may create multiple or varying mental images 

V.1.52 
Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown or multi-meaning words through the use of consulting glossaries or beginning 
dictionaries, both print and digital 

V.1.53 
Verify the preliminary determination of a word's meaning (e.g. by checking the inferred meaning in context or looking up a word in 
the dictionary) 

V.1.56 Apply a word in a passage that best fits a given definition 

 

V.2 Use newly learned words acquired through conversations, reading and responding to texts. 
 

V.2.1 Analyze both new sacred and secular age-appropriate vocabulary in discussion and daily application  

V.2.2* 
Apply grade appropriate general academic vocabulary and domain specific words and phrases taught directly and acquired through 
reading and responding to text 

 

C. COMPOSITION 
 

C.1 Use, demonstrate and apply the conventions of print in purposeful and meaningful writing activities 
 

C.1.1* Compose essays 

 

C.2 Use Prewriting Strategies 
 

C.2.1* Use graphic organizers to plan writing 

C.2.2 Use strategies of note-taking, outline and summarizing to impose structure on composition text 

C.2.3* Brainstorm, survey, list, cluster ideas, freewrite 
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C.3 Write Paragraphs 
 

C.3.2* Develop the topic with supporting details and precise language 

C.3.3 Write 6-9 supporting sentences 

C.3.4 Engage the interest of the reader 

C.3.5 Write with a conclusion in mind 

C.3.6* Compose paragraphs that are descriptive, transitional and sequential 

C.3.7* Support theses or conclusions with analogies, paraphrases, quotations, expert opinions, and similar devices and evidence 

C.3.8 Produce a 5-10 paragraph essay 

 

C.4 Write a variety of genre and style appropriate to task, purpose and audience 
 

C.4.1 Write a thank you notes 

C.4.2 Write a friendly letter 

C.4.3 Write a formal letter  

C.4.4 Address envelopes for correspondence 

C.4.5 Write and address a postcard 

C.4.6 Write a to-do list/utilize a planner (print or digital) 

C.4.7 Write a friendly email/electronic communication (i.e. Google chat) 

C.4.8 Write a formal email/electronic communication (i.e. Google chat) 

C.4.9 Write words as labels or lists 

C.4.10 Write phrases as captions for pictures 

C.4.11* Copy from board 

C.4.12* Write from dictation 

C.4.13* Adjust tone and style as necessary 

C.4.14* Use a variety of word choices that stimulate the readers ability to infer, interpret, and draw conclusions 

C.4.15 Use symbols, pictures and charts to convey thoughts and meaning in a written document 

C.4.16 Write in response to literary or informational sources 

C.4.17* Draw from text to support analysis and reflection describing what has been learned 

C.4.18 Develop an interpretation that shows careful reading, understanding and insight 

C.4.19* Write journals, prayer journals 

C.4.20 Write directions and instructions 

C.4.21 Write a book report 

C.4.22 Fill out forms 

C.4.23 Write poems 

C.4.24 Write skits/plays 

C.4.25 Write tales and fables 

C.4.26 Write an editorial 

C.4.27* 
Write with references to religious writings (i.e. reports, research, and investigation of saints, sacramental information, cards, poetry, 
summarizing reflection, journal entries, articles for school newsletter, parish bulletins) 

C.4.28 Write stories from Bible in own words and/or with a modern twist 

C.4.29 Write own prayers of the faithful, write own prayers, write Ten Commandments in own words 

C.4.30 Write a Respect Life essay or on other Social Justice topics 

C.4.31 Rewrite miracles/parables into play form and perform 

C.4.32 
Write biographical, autobiographical and short stories that tell about an incident, event or situation using details; reveal the 
significance or, or writer's attitude about the subject 

C.4.33* Participate in brief daily writing that supports learning (brainstorming, spontaneous, routine tasks, varied timed period) 

C.4.34 Write essay test questions and assignments with short or long response answers 

 

C.5 Write opinions and persuasive compositions 
 

C.5.1 Write a well-defined thesis that makes a clear and knowledgeable appeal 

C.5.2* 
Provide details, reasons and examples, arranging them effectively by anticipating and answering reader concerns and 
counterarguments 

C.5.3* Include evidence, examples, and reasoning to support effective arguments using emotional, logical and ethical appeals 

C.5.4 Provide a conclusion that defends the thesis 

C.5.5 Link reasons and details together using words and phrases (e.g. so, then, for instance, in addition) 
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C.5.6 Select appropriate propaganda style to defend opinion (i.e. using statistics vs emotions) 

 

C.6 Write informative/explanatory, descriptive and technical texts 
 

C.6.1* Introduce a topic and state a thesis 

C.6.2* Organize information appropriate to the purpose 

C.6.3* Develop the topic with relevant and accurate facts, definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other information and examples 

C.6.4 Use strategies, such as, definition, classification, compare/contrast, and cause/effect 

C.6.5 Use appropriate links and varied sentence structures to join and clarify ideas 

C.6.6 Use straightforward language to create an objective style, appropriate for a researcher seeking information 

C.6.7* Incorporate the thesis to provide a conclusion that follow logically from the information or explanation presented 

C.6.9* Identify the need for correct citation of sources to avoid plagiarism 

 

C.7 Perform focused research tasks that build knowledge about a topic 
 

C.7.1 Gather information from experience as well as a variety of print and digital resources 

C.7.2 Take notes on sources 

C.7.3 Categorize evidence 

C.7.4 Restate, summarize or paraphrase information 

C.7.5 Cite sources 

C.7.6* Provide basic bibliographic information using MLA or APA format 

C.7.7* Participate in shared research and writing projects 

C.7.8* Evaluate sources for accuracy, bias and credibility 

C.7.9 Make the distinction between one's own ideas from the ideas of others 

 

C.8 Write narratives 
 

C.8.1 Includes at least six to eight (6-8) appropriately sequence events 

C.8.2* Choose words and phrases to develop the events, experiences and ideas precisely to create a particular mood or attitude 

C.8.3 
Use a variety of transition words, phrases and clauses to convey sequence, shift from one time frame or setting to another and/or 
show the relationships among the events and experiences 

C.8.4 
Develop narrative elements (e.g. setting, event sequence, complex major and minor characters) using relevant sensory details and 
devices such as dialogue, suspense and the naming of narrative action 

C.8.5 Develop one or more settings  

C.8.6 Develop a plot for a story that engages a reader through conflict and literary elements 

C.8.7 Develop characters for a story, including a narrator identifying protagonist, antagonist, and other character types 

C.8.8 Modify character development as the story progresses 

C.8.9 
Organize an event sequence that leads to suspense, climax and use narrative and descriptive strategies, including relevant 
dialogue, specific action, physical description, background description and comparison or contrast of characters 

C.8.10 Provide a conclusion that follows from the narrative's events 

 

C.9 Make effective language choices 
 

C.9.1 Choose a variety of mediums to convey ideas 

C.9.2* Use phrases, prepositional phrases, appositives, main clauses, and subordinate clauses to add depth 

C.9.3 Identify and properly use parallelism to present ideas in a series of items juxtaposed for emphasis 

 

C.10 Revise and edit 
 

C.10.1 Write with multiple drafts through the writing process 

C.10.2* Revise and edit to improve the organization, transition and clarity 

C.10.3 Use teacher/peer conferencing 

C.10.4 Reflect on how well questions of purpose have been addressed and revise writing as needed 

C.10.5* Proofread to check spelling, grammar, punctuation, capitalization, indentation and comprehension with a rubric or editing checklist 

 

C.11 Produce legible written work (in print and digital work) 
 

C.11.1* Apply rules of margins  
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C.11.2 Produce legible work in cursive 

C.11.3 Use bible verses and prayers to practice handwriting 

C.11.4* Apply spacing between words, sentences, and paragraphs 

C.11.7* Write numerals (including Roman numerals) 

C.11.8 Demonstrate strategies for completing worksheets, forms, test, etc... 

C.11.9 Adjust size of handwriting / font in different situations 

C.11.10 Begin strategies of neatness in written work (torn papers, excessive eraser / whiteout, etc...) 

 

C.12 Public 
 

C.12.1 Use formatting techniques (headings, fonts, font sizes, etc.) to aide in style, comprehension, and legibility 

C.12.2 Assign a title and/or title page 

C.12.3 Follow publishing standards of MLA or APA 

C.12.4* Compile the writing process into a published work 

 

C.13 Use technology to produce writing with guidance from adults 
 

C.13.1 Use the internet 

C.13.2 Produce digital stories 

C.13.3 Use word processing program to produce and publish writing 

C.13.4 Produce, publish and interact with others about writing 

C.13.5* Link to and cite online sources to avoid plagiarism 

C.13.6 Use digital images to enhance writing 

 

G. GRAMMAR AND USAGE 
 

G.1 Observe conventions in grammar and usage in writing 
G.1.1* Know and use correct function of nouns in specific sentences 

G.1.2 Compose a variety of sentences with singular and plural nouns that have corresponding verbs 

G.1.3 Identify, use and classify collective, abstract and concrete nouns 

G.1.4 Identify, label and use common and proper nouns 

G.1.5 Demonstrate correct use of common irregular plural nouns 

G.1.6 Select subject and object nouns 

G.1.7 Differentiate and use nouns of direct address and appositives 

G.1.8 Categorize and use possessive plural and singular nouns 

G.1.9 Identify and use words in the possessive form, nominative form and objective form 

G.1.10 Demonstrate understanding of and use of predicate nominative 

G.1.11 Identify and use prepositions 

G.1.12 Identify, label and use objects of the preposition 

G.1.13 Identify, label and use direct and indirect object 

G.1.14 Identify and use pronouns 

G.1.15 Explain the function of pronouns 

G.1.16 Apply the correct pronoun-antecedent agreement in relation to the person, form, gender and number of nouns 

G.1.17 Label and use personal pronouns 

G.1.18 Demonstrate and label correct possessive form of pronouns 

G.1.19 Identify, label and use subject and object pronouns 

G.1.20 Identify, label and use interrogative pronouns 

G.1.21 Identify, label and use demonstrative pronouns 

G.1.22* Identify, label and use action verbs 

G.1.23 Conjugate verbs 

G.1.24* Form, label and use verb tense 

G.1.25 Identify and correct inappropriate shifts in verb tense and forms 

G.1.26 Identify, label and use linking/state of being 

G.1.27 Identify, label and use auxiliary/helping verbs 

G.1.28 Identify, label and use transitive and intransitive verbs 

G.1.29 Identify, label and use irregular verbs 

G.1.30 Identify passive and active voice, choosing active voice to produce clear, concise writing 
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G.1.31 Recognize and correct inappropriate shifts in verb voice and mood 

G.1.32 Form and use verbs in the indicative, imperative, interrogative, conditional and subjunctive moods 

G.1.33 Identify and use verbals and verbal phrases (gerunds, participles and infinitives) 

G.1.34 Apply subject-predicate agreement correctly and identify verbs that agrees with compound subject 

G.1.35 Identify and properly use present perfect verb forms 

G.1.36 Identify, label and use adjectives 

G.1.37 Identify, label and use articles 

G.1.38 Classify, label and use types of adjectives 

G.1.39 Identify, label and use adverbs 

G.1.40 Identify, label and use modifiers such as adjectives and adverb phrases; identify the word they modify 

G.1.41 Classify adverbs as time, place and manner 

G.1.42 Use intensifiers appropriately 

G.1.43 Use negatives correctly 

G.1.44 Identify, label and use conjunctions 

G.1.45 Identify, label and use interjections  

G.1.46 Identify, distinguish and use homophones correctly 

G.1.47 Identify, label and define simple and complete subject, simple and complete predicate 

G.1.48 Identify, label and use compound subjects and compound predicates 

G.1.49 Use simple, compound, complex, and compound-complex sentences 

G.1.50 Identify, edit, and create sentences avoiding rhetorically poor fragments and run-ons 

G.1.51 Identify and apply subject understood of a sentence 

G.1.52 Label, produce and punctuate declarative, interrogative, exclamatory and imperative sentences 

G.1.53 Produce grammatically correct work 

 

G.2 Observe conventions of capitalization 
 

G.2.1 Define and apply rules of proper noun and appropriate pronouns capitalization 

G.2.2* Capitalize first words of: quotations, dialogue, poetry lines, outlines 

G.2.3 Apply capitalization rules for parts of a letter 

G.2.4 Capitalize names from Bible, abbreviations of title of religious persons (Fr., Sr., etc.)  

G.2.5 Capitalize Mass, Liturgy, God, all pronouns related to the Holy Trinity, names of sacraments and other Catholic terminology  

 

G.3 Observe conventions of punctuation 

 

G.3.1* Identify and use a semicolon, colon, hyphen, parentheses, bracketing and ellipses appropriately 

G.3.2 Correctly apply commas to separate single words in series and lists 

G.3.3 
Apply commas with dates, greetings, closing letters, direct quotes, conjunctions in a compound sentence, interjections, introductory 
phrases and clauses, introductory element from the rest of the sentence, punctuating subordinate clauses, and to begin a sentence 
and after introductory words to set off interrupters, nouns of direct address and appositives 

G.3.4 Use comma to separate city and state 

G.3.5 Use commas to separate coordinate adjectives (e.g. It was a fascinating, enjoyable movie.) 

G.3.6 Use a semicolon to connect main clauses 

G.3.7 Identify and use apostrophe to show possession and to form contractions 

G.3.8 Apply quotation marks to dialogue and quotations from a text 

G.3.9 Identify and apply underlining, quotation marks or italics to indicate titles of works 

G.3.10 Recognize the effect of punctuation marks and typed variations on meaning 

G.3.11 Avoid over and under use of punctuation 

 

G.4 Observe conventions of spelling 
 

G.4.1* 
Use spelling patterns and generalizations (e.g. word families, position-based spelling, syllable patterns, ending rules, meaningful 
word parts) in writing words 

G.4.2* Apply phonetic sounds and patterns 

G.4.3* Identify root words 

G.4.4* Form new words through addition, deletion, and substitution of prefixes, suffixes, and creation of compound words  

G.4.5 Spell grade appropriate words correctly in all written work, consulting references as needed (e.g. Word Wall, dictionary) 

G.4.6* Identify and create contractions correctly 

G.4.7 Apply dictionary strategies (print and digital) and consult reference materials as needed to check and correct spelling 
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G.4.8 Demonstrate various methods for learning/studying words 

G.4.9 Detect common spelling errors: substitutions, reversals, omissions, additions 

 

S. SPEAKING AND LISTENING 
 
S.1 Participate, initiate and engage in conversations with peers and adults about age appropriate topics and texts being 
studied in class. 
 

S.1.1 Use movement or behavior to initiate interaction with a person, animal or object (e.g. getting a person's attention) 

S.1.2 Use non-verbal communication much like an adult (e.g. acknowledging others) 

S.1.3 
Responds appropriately in a variety of settings (greetings, farewell, receiving and giving complements, introductions, shaking hands, 
phone calls, voicemails, etc...)  

S.1.4* Participate in discussion without dominating 

S.1.5 During discussions explicitly draw on relevant material and other information known about the topic 

S.1.6 Demonstrate respectful posture, eye contact and silence when listening to others 

S.1.7 Qualify or justify, when warranted, personal view and thinking, after listening to others' questions or accounts of evidence 

S.1.8* Demonstrate respect for the view of others assessing new ideas against Catholic doctrine 

S.1.9 Form comments, opinions and new ideas based on Catholic values and doctrine 

S.1.10* Express emotions and use spoken language in socially acceptable ways 

S.1.11 Ask questions concerning the speaker's content, delivery and attitude toward a subject 

S.1.12 Advance a discussion by asking questions, responding precisely, and sharing factual knowledge and observations 

S.1.13 Identify and respond appropriately to non-verbal cues during a discussion 

S.1.14 Demonstrate conversational strategies, i.e. initiate conversation  

S.1.15* Prepare for discussions by completing reading or conducting research and explicitly draw on the material in discussion 

S.1.16 Cooperate with peers to set clear goals and deadlines 

S.1.17 Recognize transitional and signal words and phrases 

 

S.2 Orally communicate information, opinions, and ideas effectively to different audiences. 
 

S.2.1* 
Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and communicative tasks demonstrating command of formal English when indicated or 
appropriate 

S.2.2* 
Use appropriate grammar, word choice, enunciation, vocabulary, voice modulation, expression, tone and pace during formal 
presentations 

S.2.3 Use appropriate manners and speech when addressing individuals or groups 

S.2.4 
Outline the organization of a speech, including an introduction, transitions, previews, and summaries, a logically developed body 
and an effective conclusion 

S.2.5 Verbally present information emphasizing salient points with pertinent descriptions and details and use of visuals 

S.2.6 Incorporate technology and visual displays of data when helpful and in a manner that strengthens the presentation 

S.2.7 
Use audience feedback, including both verbal and non-verbal cues, to reconsider and modify the organizational structure and/or to 
rearrange words and sentences for clarification of meaning 

S.2.8 
Recite poems, prayers, scripture passages, sections of speeches, or dramatic soliloquies using voice modulation, tone and gesture 
expressively to enhance the meaning 

S.2.9 Demonstrate creativity in speech through the use of role playing/dramatization  

S.2.10 Participate in dramatic activities such as Christmas plays and programs 

S.2.11 Lector at Mass and prayer services 

S.2.12 Lead impromptu prayer and intentions 

S.2.13 Lead daily pledge (i.e. Pledge of Allegiance, school mission, creed) 

S.2.14 
Make formal introductions with eye contact, courtesy, and clarity and use appropriate etiquette when expressing thanks and 
receiving praise 

S.2.15* 

Deliver narrative presentations such as biographical or autobiographical information that relate to a clear incident, event or situation 
including well-chosen details revealing the significance of the incident, event or situation while using narrative and descriptive 
strategies to support the presentation including relevant dialogue, specific action, physical descriptions, background description and 
comparison and contrast of characters 

S.2.16 Give accurate research presentations that define a thesis 

S.2.17* 
Deliver descriptive presentations that establish a clear point of view on the subject, establish the presenter's relationship with the 
subject, contain effective, factual descriptions of appearance, concrete images, shifting perspectives and sensory details 
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S.2.18 
Provide oral responses to literature that interpret a reading and provide insight, connect personal responses to the writer's 
techniques and to specific textual references; make supported inferences about the effects of a literary work on its audience, 
support judgments through references to the text, other works, other authors, or personal knowledge 

S.2.19* 

Make persuasive presentations that include a well-defined thesis, differentiate fact from opinion and support arguments with 
detailed evidence, examples, reasoning and persuasive language, anticipate and effectively answer listener concerns and 
counterarguments through the inclusion and arrangement of details, reasons, examples, and other elements while maintaining a 
reasonable tone 

S.2.20 Participate in debate activities (formal and informal) 

 

S.3 Practice the steps to focused listening. 
 

S.3.5 Be able to tell the person what was heard or ask a question of the speaker 

S.3.7 Listen and apply information in a group, panel, or round table discussion 

 

S.4 Confirm understanding of ideas presented orally or through media. 
 

S.4.1 Retell information 

S.4.2 Follow sequence in plot and character development, predict outcomes and draw conclusions 

S.4.3 
Ask and answer questions about key details of information presented to get information, seek help or clarify something not 
understood 

S.4.4 Summarize the claims made by a speaker or presenter and explain how each claim is supported with evidence 

S.4.5 Transfer important ideas into notes 

S.4.6 Answer questions to demonstrate comprehension 

S.4.7 
Provide helpful feedback to speakers concerning the coherence and logic of a speech's content and delivery and its overall impact 
on the listener 

S.4.10 Identify the tone, mood and emotion conveyed in the verbal and nonverbal message  

S.4.11 
Analyze the effect on the viewer of images, text and sound in electronic journalism and identify the techniques used to achieve the 
effects 

S.4.12* Evaluate the credibility of a speaker, including whether the speaker has hidden agendas or presents slanted or biased material 

S.4.13 
Analyze the use of rhetorical devices, including rhythm and timing of speech, repetitive patterns and the use of onomatopoeia for 
intent and effect 

S.4.14 Attend and evaluate a theatrical performance 

S.4.15 Demonstrate appropriate applause and audience etiquette 

S.4.16 Student bows/curtsies to teacher in greeting 
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RECOMMENDED READING LIST 
Burgess, Kay, A Working Reading List for Catholic School Students, NCEA, 2018. 

Catholic Curriculum Standards, The Cardinal Newman Society, www.cardinalnewmansociety.org/program/k12standards. 

 

Books About Faith 
Burgess, Kay, A Working Reading List for Catholic School Students, NCEA, 2018. 

 
PK-Grade 2 
Adventures of Faith, Hope, and Charity: Finding Patience, Virginia Lieto 
An Invisible Thread Christmas Story, Laura Schroff 
Before I Sleep I Say Thank You, Carol Gordon Ekster 
Before Morning, Joyce Sidman 
Bluebird, Bob Staake 
A Boy and a Jaguar, Alan Rabinowitz 
Dia De Los Muertos, Roseanne Thong 
Edward Hopper Paints His World, Robert Burleigh 
Fiona’s Lace, Patricia Polacco 
A Hand to Hold, Zetta Elliott 
Henry & Leo, Pamela Zagarenski 
The Little Gardener, Emily Hughes 
The Most Magnificent Thing, Ashley Spires 
Oskar and the Eight Blessings, Richard Simon 
Peace is an Offering, Annette LeBox 
The Pilot and the Little Prince: The Life of Antoine de Saint-Exupery, Peter Sis 
Twelve Colorful Things, Heather Tietz 
Wall, Tom Clohosy Cole  
The Yes, Sarah Bee 
 
Grade 3-5 
All Four Stars, Tara Dairman 
Allie, First at Last, Angela Cervantes 
Digging a Hole to Heaven: Coal Miners Boys, S.D. Nelson 
EllRay Jakes Is a Rock Star, Sally Warner 
Give Me Wings: How a Choir of Former Slaves Took on the World, Kathy Lowinger 
Jubilee, Patricia Reilly Giff 
The Junction of the Sunshine and Lucky, Holly Schindler 
Just One Thing, Nancy Viau 
I Am Drums, Mike Grosso 
It Ain’t so Awful, Falafel, Firoozeh Dumas 
The Locket’s Secret, Kelley K. Heyne 
The Meaning of Maggie: A Novel, Megan Jean 
Pack of Dorks, Beth Vrabel 
Saint Clothilde: The First Christian Queen of France Tells Her Story, Blandine Male 
The Magnificent Mya Tibbs: Spirit Week Showdown, Crystal Allen 
Serafina’s Promise, Ann Burg 
Stone Angel, Jane Yolen 
Tiny Stiches; The Life of Medical Pioneer Vivien Thomas, Gwendolyn Hooks 
The True Blue Scouts of Sugar Man Swamp, Kathi Appelt 
The Water Castle, Megan Frazer Blakemore 
 
Grades 6-8 
7 Riddles to Nowhere, A.J. Cattapan 
Ablaze: Stories of Daring Teen Saints, Colleen Swaim  
A.K.A. Genius, Marilee Haynes 
Ashes, Laurie Halse Anderson 

http://www.cardinalnewmansociety.org/program/k12standards
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Awakening: A Crossroads in Time Book, Claudia Cangilla McAdam 
The Boy on the Wooden Box: How the Impossible Became Possible, Leon Leyson 
Circus Mirandus, Cassie Beasley 
Clayton Stone, Facing Off, Ena Jones 
The Dreamer, Pam Munoz Ryan 
Genius under Construction, Marilee Haynes 
The Life and Times of Benny Alvarez, Peter Johnson 
The Good Bad Boy, the Diary of an Eight-Grade Boy, Rev. Gerald Thomas Brennan 
Hope Girl, Wendy Dunham 
It’s Not a Perfect World, but I’ll Take It: 50 Life Lessons for Teens Like Me Who Are Kind of (You Know) Autistic, Jennifer Rose 
My Seventh-Grade Life in Tights, Brooks Benjamin 
Projekt 1065: A Novel of World War II, Alan Gratz 
Short, Holly Goldberg Sloan 
Still a Work in Progress, Joanna Knowles 
Summerlost: A Novel, Allyson Braithwaite Condie 
Ten Commandments for Kissing Gloria Jean, Britt Leigh 
Wish Girl, Nikki Loftin 
 

Books About Community 
Burgess, Kay, A Working Reading List for Catholic School Students, NCEA, 2018. 

 
PK-Grade 2 
Always Remember, Cece Meng 
Baxter’s Backyard, Ted Simonin 
Beatrix Potter and Her Paint Box, David McPhail 
The Boy Who Loved Math: The Improbable Life of Paul Erdos, Deborah Heiligman 
Counting on Community, Innosanto Nagara  
The Day is Waiting, Don Freeman 
The Dead Bird, Margaret Wise Brown  
Double-Happiness, Nancy Tupper Ling 
Faraway Fox, Jolene Thompson 
I’m New Here, Anne Sibley O’Brien  
Manfish: The Story of Jacques Cousteau, Jennifer Berme 
Maybe Something Beautiful: How Art Transformed A Neighborhood, Isabel F. Campoy and Theresa Howell 
One Family, George Shannon 
Peace is an Offering, Annette LeBox 
Pond, Jim LaMarche 
The Pout-Pout Fish Goes to School, Deborah Diesen 
Preaching to the Chickens: The Story of Young John Lewis, Jabari Asim 
School’s First Day of School, Adam Rex 
The Storyteller, Evan Turk 
The Tree Lady: The True Story of How One Tree-Loving Woman Changed a City Forever, H. Joseph Hopkins 
The Uncorker of Ocean Bottles, Michelle Cuevas 
The Wheels on the Tuk Tuk, Kabir Sehgal 
 
Grade 3-5 
The 50 States: Explore the USA with 50 Fact-filling Maps!, Gabrielle Balkan 
The True Blue Scouts of Sugar Man Swamp, Kathi Appelt 
Book Scavenger, Jennifer Chambliss Bertman, Chirsty Ottaviano, Henry Holt 
Book Uncle and Me, Uma Krishnaswarmi 
Finding the Music, Jennifer Torres 
Full of Beans, Jennifer L. Holm 
Gone Crazy in Alabama, Rita Williams-Garcia 
Isabel Feeny, Star Reporter, Beth Fantaskey 
Just Like Me, Nancy J. Cavanaugh 
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A Long Pitch Home, Natalie Dias Lorenzi 
Makoons, Louise Erdrich 
Minna’s Patchwork Coat, Lauren A. Mills 
Moo, Sharon Creech 
Neighborhood Sharks: Hunting with the Great Whites of California’s Farallon Islands, Katherine Roy 
Nickel Bay Nick, Dean Pitchford 
One Today, Richard Bianco 
Ruby Lee & Me, Shannon Hitchcock 
Save Me a Seat, Sarah Weeks 
Some Writer!: The Story of E.B. White, Melissa Sweet 
The Turtle of Oman: A Novel, Naomi Shihab Nye 
 
Grades 6-8 
7 Riddles to Nowhere, A.J. Cattapan 
Akata Witch, Nnedi Okorafor 
Counting by 7s, Holly Goldberg Sloan 
Listen, Slowly, Thanhha Lai 
Mockingbird, Kathryn Erskine 
Moo, Sharon Creech 
My Seneca Village, Marilyn Nelson 
Nightbird, Alice Hoffman 
Portraits of Hispanic American Heroes, Juan Felipe Herrera 
Red Leaves, Sita Brahmachari 
Sachiko: A Nagasaki Bomb Survivor’s Story, Caren Barzelay Stelson 
Save Me a Seat, Sarah Weeks 
Soar, Joan Bauer 
Soldier Sister, Fly Home, Nancy Bo Flood 
Stella by Starlight, Sharon Draper 
Surviving Middle School: Navigating the Halls, Riding the Social Roller Coaster, and Unmasking the Real You, Luke Reynolds 
Sweet Home Alaska, Carole Estby Dagg 
The Thing About Luck, Cynthia Kadohata 
Towers Falling, Jewell Parker Rhodes 
What I Came to Tell You, Tommy Hayes 
 

Books About Courage 
Burgess, Kay, A Working Reading List for Catholic School Students, NCEA, 2018. 

 
PK-Grade 2 
The Adventures of Beekle: The Unimaginary Friend, Dan Santat 
Alphonse, That Is Not Ok to Do!, Daisy Hirst 
The Dark, Lemony Snicket 
Drum Dream Girl: How one Girl’s Courage Changed Music, Margarita Engle 
Emmanuel’s Dream: The True Story of Emmanuel Ofosu Yeboah, Laurie Ann Thompson 
Enormous SMALLNESS: A Story of E.E. Cummings, Mathew Burgess 
God’s Forgotten Friends: Little-known Saints for Children, Susan Peek 
I Am Jane Goodall, Brad Meltzer  
I am Rosa Parks, Brad Meltzer 
Journey, Aaron Becker 
Luigi and the Barefoot Races, Dan Paley 
Malala Yousafzal: Warrior with Words, Karen Leggett Abouraya 
Miss Mary Reporting: The True Story of Sportswriter Mary Garber, Sue Macy 
Nadia: The Girl Who Couldn’t Sit Still, Karlin Gray 
Nana in the City, Lauren Castillo 
Orion and the Dark, Emma Yarlett 
Red, Jan DeKinder 
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Six Dots: A Story of Young Louis Braille, Jen Bryant 
Solving the Puzzle Under the Sea: Marie Tharp Maps the Ocean Floor, Robert Burleigh 
A Splash of Red: The Life and Art of Horace Pippin, Jan Bryant 
A Voyage in the Clouds: The (mostly) True Story of the First International Flight by Balloon, Matthew Olshan 
The Way I Act, Steve Metzger 
What Do You Do with a Problem?, Kobi Yamada 
 
Grade 3-5 
Adam & Thomas, Aharon Apelfeld 
The Boy Who Fell of the Mayflower, or John Howland’s Good Fortune, Patrick James Lynch 
Brave Girl: Clara and Shirtwaist Makers’ Strike of 1909, Michelle Markel 
Canary in the Coal Mine, Madelyn Rosenberg 
Dash (Dogs of World War II), Kirby Larson 
El Deafo, Cece Bell 
Finder, Coal Mine Dog, Alison Hart 
Firefly Hollow, Alison McGhee 
Founding Mothers: Remembering the Ladies, Cokie Roberts 
Full Cicada Moon, Marilyn Hilton 
Gertie’s Leap to Greatness, Kate Beasley 
Heroes of History, Anita Ganeri 
Josephine: The Dazzling Life of Josephine Baker, Patricia Hruby Powell 
Hamster Princess: Harriet the Invincible, Ursula Vernon 
Nelson Mandela, Kadir Nelson 
Runs with Courage, Joan M. Wolf 
The War That Saved My Life, Kimberly Brubaker Bradley 
Who Was Jesse Owens?, James Buckley, Jr.  
Wild River, P.J. Petersen  
Winterfrost, Michelle Houts 
The Worst Witch to the Rescue, Jill Murphy 
 
Grades 6-8 
The Blackthorn Key, Kevin Sands 
The Boy on the Wooden Box: How the Impossible Became Possible…on Schindler’s List, Leon Leyson 
Courage for Beginners, Karen Harrington 
Currents, Jane Petrlik Smolik 
Echo: A Novel, Pam Munoz Ryan 
First Flight around the World: The Adventures of the American Fliers Who Won the Race, Tim Grove 
Fish in a Tree, Lynda Mullaly Hunt 
Full Cycle: A Novel, Christopher Blunt 
Hide and Seek, Kate Messner 
Ice Dogs, Terry Lynn Johnson 
In the Footsteps of Crazy Horse, Joseph Marshall 
Iron Rails, Iron Men, and the Race to Link the Nation: The Story of the Transcontinental Railroad, Martin W. Sandler 
Left Out, Tim Green 
Nest, Esther Ehrlich 
The Nethergrim, Matthew Jobin 
A Night Divided, Jennifer A. Nielsen 
One for the Murphys, Lynda Mullaly Hunt 
Presenting Buffalo Bill: The Man Who Invented the Wild West, Candance Fleming 
Rain Reign, Ann M. Martin 
Samurai Rising: The Epic Life of Minamoto Yoshitsune, Pamela S. Watertown 
The Smoking Mirror, David Bowles 
Will Wilder: The Relic of Perilous Falls, Raymond Arroyo 
Wolf Hollow: A Novel, Lauren Wolk 
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Books About Friendship 
Burgess, Kay, A Working Reading List for Catholic School Students, NCEA, 2018. 

 
PK-Grade 2 
Alphonse, That is Not Ok to Do!, Daisy Hirst 
Bear Has a Story to Tell, Phillip Christian Stead 
Don’t Throw it to Mo!, David A. Adler 
Finding Winnie: The True Story of the World’s Most Famous Bear, Lindsay Mattick 
Flora and the Peacocks, Molly Schaar Idle 
Four Feet, Two Sandals, Karen Lynn Williams 
Frank and Lucky Get Schooled, Lynne Rae Perkins 
Hedgehugs and the Hattiepillar, Steve Wilson 
Henry Hodges Needs a Friend, Andy Andrews 
Hug Me, Somona Ciraolo 
Little Bot and Sparrow, Jake Parker 
Mr. Wuffles, David Wiesner 
My Turn, Laura Rankin 
A Pig, a Fox, and a Box, Jonathon Fenske 
Rabbit & Robot: The Sleepover, Cece Bell 
The Reader, Amy Hest  
Sam & Dave Dig a Hole, Mac Barnett 
Shy, Deborah Freedman 
Waiting, Kevin Henkes 
Waiting for Snow, Marsha Diane Arnold 
 
Grade 3-5 
Book Scavenger, Jennifer Chambliss Bertman 
The Center of Everything, Linda Urban 
Everyday Angel #2: Second Chances, Victoria Schwab 
Fuzzy Mud, Louis Sachar 
Half a Chance, Cynthia Lord 
Honey, Sarah Weeks 
Kinda Like Brothers, Coe Booth 
The Lightning Queen, Laura Rasau 
Mission Mumbai: A Novel of Sacred Cows, Snakes, and Stolen Toilets, Mahtab Narsimhan 
Ms. Bixby’s Last Day, John David Anderson 
Pax, Sara Pennypacker 
Return to Augie Hobble, Lane Smith 
The Secrets of Blueberries, Brothers, Moose & Me, Sara Nickerson 
Ship of Dolls, Shirley Parenteau  
The Sign of the Carved Cross, Lisa M. Hendey 
This Journal Belongs to Ratchet, Nancy J. Cavanaugh 
Under the Egg, Laura Marx Fitzgerald 
A Whole New Ballgame, Phil Bildner 
The Year of Billy Miller, Kevin Henkes 
  
Grades 6-8 
Auggie & Me: Three Wonder Stories, R.J. Palacio 
Bright Island, Mable Louis Robinson 
The Categorical Universe of Candice Phee, Barry Jonsberg 
Crenshaw, Katherine Applegate 
Dragonfriend, Marc Secchia 
Echo: A Novel, Pam Munoz Ryan 
Eight Keys, Suzanne LaFleur 
Firstborn, Tor Seidler 
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The Fourteenth Goldfish, Jennifer L. Holm 
The Girl of Ink & Stars, Kiran Millwood Hargrave 
The Girl Who Drank the Moon, Kelly Regan Barnhill 
A Handful of Stars, Cynthia Lord 
I Will Always Write Back: How One Letter Changed Two Lives, Martin Ganda and Caitlin Alifirenka 
If I Ever Get Out of Here: A Novel with Paintings: Eric Gansworth 
Liar & Spy, Rebecca Stead 
Raymie Nightingale, Kate DiCamillo 
Rhyme Scheme, K. A. Holt  
Saving Lucas Biggs, Marisa de los Santos 
The Thing about Jellyfish, Ali Benjamin 
A Year in the Life of a Complete and Total Genius, Stacy Matson 
 

Books About Hope 
Burgess, Kay, A Working Reading List for Catholic School Students, NCEA, 2018. 

 
PK-Grade 2 
Ada’s Violin: The Story of the Recycled Orchestra of Paraguay, Susan Hood 
Before Morning, Joyce Sidman 
Bloom, Doreen Cronin 
Boats for Papa, Jessica Bagley 
The Crow’s Tale: A Lenni Lenape Native American Legend, Naomi Howarth 
Freedom’s School, Lesa Cline-Ransome 
Gordon Parks: How the Photographer Captured Black and White America, Carole Boston Weatherford 
Hana Hashimoto, Sixth Violin, Chieri Uegaki 
Hiawatha and the Peacemaker, Robbie Robertson 
I Am a Bear, Jean-Francois Dumont 
I Dreamt…A Book of Hope, Gabriele Olmos 
The Kid Who Changed the World, Andy Andrews 
Marvelous Cornelius: Hurricane Katrina and the Spirit of Sprit of New Orleans, Phil Bildner 
One Word from Sophia, Jim, Averbeck 
A Piece of Home, Jeri Hanel Watts 
Queen of the Diamond: The Lizzie Murphy Story, Emily Arnold McCully  
Swing Sisters: The Story of the International Sweethearts of Rhythm, Karen Deans 
A Warm Winter, Feridun Oral 
The Wonderful Fluffy Little Squishy, Beatrice Alemagna 
Yard Sale, Eve Bunting 
 
Grades 3-5 
All That’s Missing, Sarah Sullivan 
Animals of God, Susan Peek 
Eliza Bing Is (Not) A Big, Fat Quitter, Carmella Van Vleet 
Finding Someplace, Denise Lewis Patrick 
Freedom Over Me: Eleven Slaves, Their Lives and Dreams Brought to Life, Ashley Bryan 
Gaby, Lost and Found, Angela Cervantes 
The Great Depression for Kids: Hardship and Hope in 1930s America, Cheryl Mullenbach 
The Great Migration: Journey to the North, Eloise Greenfield 
Inside Out & Back Again, Thanhha Lai 
Katerina’s Wish, Jeannie Mobley 
The Madman of Piney Woods, Christopher Paul Curtis 
Maxi’s Secrets: (Or, What You Can Learn from a Dog), Lynn Plourde 
A Million Ways Home, Dianna Dorisi Winget 
My Name Is River, Wendy Dunham 
Night on Fire, Ronald Kidd 
Red Thread Sisters, Carol Antoinette Peacock 
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The Seventh Most Important Thing, Shelley Pearsall  
The Secret of Nightingale Wood, Lucy Strange 
Some Kind of Courage, Dan Gemeinhart 
The Tree in the Courtyard: Looking Through Anne Frank’s Window, Jeff Gottesfeld 
Wish, Barbara O’Conner 
 
Grades 6-8 
Africa Is My Home: A Child of the Amistad, Monica Edinger 
After Ever After, Jordan Sonnenblick 
The Apple Tart of Hope, Sarah Moore Fitzgerald 
Ask My Mood Ring How I Feel, Diana Lopez 
Circa Now, Amber McRee Turner 
Close to Famous, Joan Bauer 
Dancing in the Rain, Lynn Joseph 
Hattie Ever After, Kirby Larson 
Hidden, Donna Jo Napoli 
A Long Walk to Water: Based on a True Story, Linda Sue Park 
Looks like Daylight: Voices of Indigenous Kids, Deborah Ellis 
On Two Feet and Wings, Abbas Kazerooni 
One for the Murphy, Lynda Mullaly Hunt 
Prisoner B-3087, Alan Gratz 
A Single Bead, Stephanie Engelman 
Starring Arabella, Hillary H. De Baun 
Striker, David Skuy 
Under Shifting Glass, Nicky Singer 
The Vine Basket, Josanne La Valley 
The White Bicycle, Beverly Brenna 
West of the Moon, Margi Preus 
Wild Boy: The Real Life of the Savage of Aveyron, Mary Losure 
Words in the Dust, Trent Reedy 
 

Books About Justice 
Burgess, Kay, A Working Reading List for Catholic School Students, NCEA, 2018. 

 
PK-Grade 2 
Aaron and Alexander: The Most Famous Duel on American History, Don Brown 
Basil of Baker Street (The Great Mouse Detective), Eve Titus 
Brave Girl: Clara and the Shirtwaist Makers’ Strike of 1909, Michelle Markel 
Can You Say Peace?, Karen Katz 
Crane Boy, Diana Cohn 
Elephant in the Dark, Mina Javaherbin 
Friends for Freedom: The Story of Susan B. Anthony & Frederick Douglass, Suzanne Slade 
I am Jane Goodall, Brad Meltzer 
I am Rosa Parks, Brad Meltzer  
I Dissent: Ruth Bader Ginsburg Make Her Mark, Debbie Levy 
I Have the Right to Be a Child, Alain Serres 
I Pledge Allegiance, Pat Mora 
The Judgmental Flower, Julia Cook 
Lillian’s Right to Vote: A Celebration of the Voting Rights Act of 1965, Jonah Winter 
My Country, ‘tis of Thee: How One Song Reveals the History of Civil Rights, Claire Rudolf Murphy  
New Shoes, Susan Lynne Meyer 
The Price of Freedom: How One Town Stood Up to Slavery, Judith Bloom Fradin and Dennis B. Fradin 
Seeds of Freedom: The Peaceful Integration of Huntsville, Alabama, Hester Bass 
A Short Tale About A Long Dog, Henry Wingler and Lin Oliver 
The Three Lucys, Hayan Charara 
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We March, Shane Evans 
 
Grade 3-5 
The Amazing Age of John Roy Lynch, Chris Barton 
Draw What You See: The Life and Art of Benny Andrews, Kathleen Benson 
For the Right to Learn: Malala Yousafzai’s Story, Rebecca Langston-George 
Frazzled: Everyday Disasters and Impending Doom, Bookie Vivat 
Frederick’s Journey: The Life of Frederick Douglass, Doreen Rappaport 
Granddaddy’s Turn: A Journey to the Ballot Box, Michael S. Bandy 
Hands Around the Library: Protecting Egypt’s Treasured Books, Karen Leggett Abouraya 
How I Became a Ghost: A Choctaw Trail of Tears, Tim Tingle 
Malala, a Brave Girl from Pakistan/ Iqbal, a Brave Boy from Pakistan: Two Stories of Bravery Jeanette Winter 
Nellie Bly and Investigative Journalism for Kids: Mighty Muckrakers from the Golden Age to Today, Ellen Voelckers Mahony 
Paper Wishes, Lois Sepahban 
Poet: The Remarkable Story of George Moses Horton, Don Tate 
Seeds of Freedom: The Peaceful Integration of Huntsville, Alabama, Hester Bass 
Separate Is Never Equal: Sylvia Mendez & Her Family’s Fight for Desegregation, Duncan Tonatiuh 
Sylvia & Aki, Winifred Conkling 
A Tale of Two Beasts, Fiona Roberton 
This Land Is Our Land: A History of American Immigration, Linda Barrett Osborne 
What Color Is My World?: The Lost History of African American Inventors. Kareem Abdul-Jabbar 
 
Grade 6-8 
Almost Home, Joan Bauer 
Angel Island: Gateway to Gold Mountain, Russell Freedman 
Because I Am a Girl: I Can Change the World, Rosemary McCarney 
Breakthrough!: How Three People Saved “Blue Babies” and Changed Medicine Forever, Jim Murphy 
Capture the Flag, Kate Messner 
Dead End in Norvelt, Jack Gantos 
Full Cicada Moon, Marilyn Hilton 
A Girl Called Problem, Katie Quirk 
The Girl from the Tar Paper School: Barbara Rose Johns and the Advent of the Civil Rights Movement, Teri Kanefield 
Hero on a Bicycle, Shirly Hughes 
Horrors of History: Massacre of the Miners, Neill T. Anderson 
The Ides of April: A Flavia Albia Mystery, Lindsey Davis 
Imprisoned: The Betrayal of Japanese Americans during World War II, Martin W. Sandler 
In the Shadow of Liberty: The Hidden History of Slavery, Four Presidents, and Five Black Lives, Kenneth C. Davis 
Just a Drop of Water, Kerry O’Mally Cerra 
Nelson Mandela: South African Revolutionary, Beatrice Gormley 
Revolution, Deborah Wiles 
Riding Chance, Christine Kendall 
Strike!: The Farm Workers’ Fight for Their Rights, Larry Dane Brimmer 
Terrible Typhoid Mary: A True Story of the Deadliest Cook in America, Susan Campbell Bartoletti 
Voices from the March on Washington: Poems, Patrick J. Lewis 
We Will Not Be Silent: The White Rose Student Resistance Movement That Defied Adolf Hitler, Russel Freedman 
The Weaver’s Scar: For Our Rwanda, Brian Crawford 
 

Books About Love 
Burgess, Kay, A Working Reading List for Catholic School Students, NCEA, 2018. 

 
PK-Grade 2 
Each Kindness, Jacqueline Woodson 
Forever You: A Book about Your Soul and Body, Nicole Lataif 
Hand in Hand, Rosemary Wells 
A Hat for Mrs. Goldman: A Story about Knitting and Love, Michelle Edwards 
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I Carry Your Heart with Me, E.E. Cummings 
I Love to God and Back (A Bedtime Prayer Book), Amanda Lamb  
Ida, Always, Caron Lewis 
Last Stop on Market Street, Matt de la Pena 
Lexie’s Adventure in Kenya: Love is Patient, Susan G. Mathis 
Llama Llama Gram and Grandpa, Anna Dewdney 
Mango, Abuela, and Me, Meg Medina 
My Father’s Arms Are a Boat, Stein Erik Lunde 
Perfect, Nicola Davies 
Pigs and a Blanket, James Burks 
On a Beam of Light: A Story of Albert Einstein, Jennifer Berne 
Rosie Revere, Engineer, Andrea Beaty 
Sidewalk Flowers, JonArno Lawson  
Trombone Shorty, Troy Andrews 
What I Love About You, Susan Farrington 
Little One, God Made You Special, Amy Warren Hilliker 
Why Am I Here? A Story about Becoming The-Best-Version-of-Yourself!, Matthew Kelly 
 
Grades 3-5 
27 Magic Words, Sharelle Byars Moranville 
Aim, Joyce Moyer Hostetter 
Bailey’s Story: A Dog’s Purpose Novel, Bruce W. Cameron 
Catching a Storyfish, Janice N. Honesdale Harrington 
Counting Thyme, Melania Conklin 
Gertie’s Leap to Greatness, Kate Beasley 
The Girl Who Drank the Moon, Kelly Regan Barnhill 
Jump Back, Paul: The Life and Poems of Paul Laurence Dunbar, Sally Derby 
Last in a Long Line of Rebels, Lisa Lewis Tyre 
Love Will See You Through: Martin Luther King Jr’s Six Guiding Beliefs (As Told by His Niece) Angela Farris Watkins 
The Luck Uglies, Paul Durham 
Ms. Rapscott’s Girls, Elise Primavera 
The Poet’s Dog, Patricia MacLachan 
The Remarkable Journey of Charlie Price, Jennifer Mascari 
Ruby on the Outside, Nora Raleigh Baskin 
Stef Soto, Taco Queen, Jennifer Torres 
Stormstruck!, John Macfarlane 
Two Naomis, Olugbemisola Rhuday-Perkovich 
Unusual Chickens for the Exceptional Poultry Farmer, Kelly Jones 
The Way Home Looks Now, Wendy Won Long Shang 
When the Sea Turned to Silver, Grace Lin 
 
Grade 6-8 
The 14 Fibs of Gregory K, Gregory K. Pincus 
As Brave as You, Jason Reynolds 
After Eli, Rebecca Rupp 
Be Light Like a Bird, Monika Schroder 
Centaur Rising, Jane Yolen 
Drums, Girls, & Dangerous Pie, Jordan Sonnenblick 
The Fourteenth Goldfish, Jennifer L. Holm 
The Girl Who Drank the Moon, Kelly Reagan Barnhill 
Half a World Away, Cynthia Kadohata 
Hold Fast, Blue Balliett 
Hour of the Bees, Lindsay Eagar 
I Kill the Mockingbird, Paul Acampora 
Listen, Slowly, Thanhha Lai 
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The Mighty Miss Malone, Christopher Paul Curtis 
One Crazy Summer, Rita Williams-Garcia 
The Priest and the Peaches, Larry Peterson 
Red Butterfly, A.L. Sonnichsen 
Stay Where You Are and Then Leave, John Boyne 
There Are No Words, Mary Calhoun Brown 
This Side of Wild: Mutts, Mares, and Laughing Dinosaurs, Gary Paulsen 
What Flowers Remember, Shannon Wiersbitzky 
When Friendship Followed Me Home, Paul Griffin 
Wind Dancer, Chris Platt  
Wonder, R.J. Palacio 
  

Books About Reconciliation 
Burgess, Kay, A Working Reading List for Catholic School Students, NCEA, 2018. 

 
PK-Grade 2 
The Day the Crayons Came Home, Drew Daywalt 
Dear Mr. Washington, Lynn Cullen 
The Forgiving Lion, Efrat Haddi 
The Grudge Keeper, Mara Rockliff 
Horrible Bear! Ame Dyckman 
I Can’t Believe You Said That!: My Story about Using My Social Filter… Or Not!, Julia Cook 
I Forgive You: Love We Can Hear, Ask For, and Give, Nicole Lataif 
Llama Llama and the Bully Goat, Anna Dewdney 
Meaniehead, Bruce Eric Kaplan 
Melena’s Jubilee: The Story of a Fresh Start, Zetta Elliott 
Monday, Wednesday, and Every Other Weekend, Karen Stanton 
The Forgiveness Garden, Lauren Thompson 
Nanette’s Baguette, Mo Willems 
Rufus and His Angry Tail, Elias Carr 
Sorry, I Forgot to Ask! (My Story about Asking for Permission and Making an Apology), Julia Cook 
That’s (not) Mine, Anna Kang 
Thomas the Toadilly Terrible Bully, Janice Levy 
The Troublemaker, Lauren Castillo 
We All Need Forgiveness, Mercer Mayer 
What James Said, Liz Rosenberg 
 
Grades 3-5 
Be Light Like a Bird, Monika Schroder 
Camp Dork (Pack of Dorks), Beth Vrabel 
Eleven and Holding, Mary Penney 
Finding Fortune, Delia Ray 
Forgive Me, I Meant to Do It: False Apology Poems, Gail Carson Livine 
The Honest Truth, Dan Gemeinhart 
How to Avoid Extinction, Paul Acampora 
Just My Luck, Cammie McGovern 
The Lions of Little Rock, Kristin Levine 
Lost in the Sun, Lisa Graff 
My Friend the Enemy, Dan Smith 
Nine, Ten: A  September 11 Story, Nora Raleigh Baskin 
Not My Girl, Christy Jordan-Fenton 
The Penderwicks in Spring, Jeanne Birdsall 
Starry River of the Sky, Grace Lin 
A Tangle of Knots, Lisa Graft 
The Tree of Healing, Diana Gonzalez Tabbaa 
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The Watcher, Joan Hiatt Harlow 
Wind Dancer, Chris Platt 
 
Grade 6-8 
All Rise for the Honorable Perry T. Cook, Leslie Connor 
Avenging the Owl, Melissa Hart 
Awkward, Svetlana Chmakova 
The Blooming Universe of Violet Diamond, Brenda Woods 
A Bus From LaFayette, Dorothea Jansen 
The Case of the Stolen Rosaries, Karen Kelly Boyce 
The Girl in the Well Is Me, Karen Rivers 
Flickers, Arthur Slade 
House Arrest, K.A. Holt 
Katie Friedman Gives Up Texting! (And Lives to Tell About It.), Tom Greenwald 
Mayday, Karen Harrington  
Living with Jackie Chan, Johanna Knowles 
Lost in the Sun, Lisa Graff 
Okay for Now, Gary D. Schmidt 
Orbiting Jupiter, Gary D. Schmidt 
The Perfect Blindside, Leslea Wahl 
Raising Faith, Melody Carlson 
Saving Zasha, Randi Barrow 
The Seventh Most Important Thing, Shelly Pearsall 
Zebra Forest, Adina Gewirtz 
 

Books About Service 
Burgess, Kay, A Working Reading List for Catholic School Students, NCEA, 2018. 

 
PK-Grade 2 
Amelia Bedelia Takes the Cake, Herman Parish 
The Biggest and Brightest Light: The Magic of Helping Others, Marilyn Perlyn 
The Book Itch: Truth & Harlem’s Greatest Bookstore, Vaunda Micheaux Nelson 
Can We Help: Kids Volunteering to Help Their Communities, George Ancona 
Follow the Moon Home: A Tale of One Idea, Twenty Kids, and a Hundred Sea Turtles, Philippe Cousteau and Deborah Hopkinson 
Hug Machine, Scott Campbell 
Luna and Me: The True Story of a Girl Who Lived in a Tree to Save a Forest, Jenny Sue Kostecki-Shaw 
Maddi’s Fridge, Lois Brandt 
Make a Stand: When Life Give You Lemons, Change the World!, Vivienne Harr 
Mama, I’ll Give You the World, Roni Schotter 
One Plastic Bag: Isatou Ceesay and the Recycling Women of the Gambia, Miranda Paul 
Raising a Hero, Laura Joffe Numeroff 
A Shelter in Our Car, Monica Gunning 
The Sky Painter: Louis Fuertes, Bird Artist, Margarita Engle 
The Story of Hurry, Emma Williams 
Stubby the Dog Soldier: World War I Hero, Blake Hoena 
Supertruck, Stephen Savage 
Time for Cranberries, Lisl H. Detlefsen 
Tucky Jo and Little Heart, Patricia Polacco 
Tuesday Tucks Me In: The Loyal Bond Between a Soldier and His Service Dog, Luis Carlos Montalvan and Bret Witter 
W is for Webster: Noah Webster and His American Dictionary, Tracey E. Fern 
The White Cat and the Monk: A Retelling of the Poem “Pangur Ban”, Jo Ellen Bogart 
Who Says Women Can’t Be Doctors?: The Story of Elizabeth Blackwell, Tanya Lee 
 
Grades 3-5 
Becoming a Supreme Court Justice (Who’s Your Candidate? Choosing Government Leaders.), Barbara Linde 
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Bridge to the Wild: Behind the Scenes at the Zoo, Caitlin O’Connell 
Defend and Protect, Sarah Levete 
Doctors without Borders, Katie Marsico 
Elvis and the Underdogs, Jenny Lee 
Finder, Coal Mine Dog, Alison Hart 
Gaby, Lost and Found, Angela Cervantes  
Gingerbread for Liberty!: How a German Baker Helped Win the American Revolution, Mara Rockliff 
Ivy Takes Care, Rosemary Wells 
Jars of Hope: How One Woman Helped Save 2,500 Children During the Holocaust, Jennifer Roy 
Katie’s Cabbage, Katie Stagliano 
Lend a Hand: Poems about Giving, John Frank 
Mallory McDonald, Super Sitter, Laurie B. Friedman 
Movie Mishaps, Nancy K. Wallace 
Out to Lunch, Nancy Wallace  
Paloma, Cynthia Lord 
Pandas on the Eastside, Gabrielle Prendergast 
Police Force, Geoff Barker 
Tiger Boy, Mitali Perkins  
Twenty-Two Cents: Muhammad Yunus and the Village Bank, Paula Yoo 
Untamed: The Wild Life of Jane Goodall, Anita Silvey 
Wangari Maathai: The Woman Who Planted Millions of Trees, Franck Prevot  
 
Grade 6-8 
31 Ways to Change the World: We Are What We Do, Tanis Taylor 
Be a Changemaker: How to Stat Something That Matters, Laurie Ann Thompson 
Blood Brother: Jonathan Daniels and His Sacrifice for Civil Rights, Rich Wallace 
A Career in Customer Service and Tech Support, Jeff Mapua 
Clarina Nichols: Frontier Crusader for Women’s Rights, Diane Eickhoff 
Courage Has No Color: The True Story of the Triple Nickles: America’s First Black Paratroopers, Tanya Lee Stone 
In the Water: Frogmen and Commandos (Military Experience) Don Nardo 
The Gate, Nancy Carabio Belanger 
Hidden, Miriam Halahmy 
I Will Always Write Back: How One Letter Changed Two Lives, Caitlin Alifirenka and Martin Ganda 
Liberty (Dogs of World War II), Kirby Larson 
Lost in the Sun, Lisa Graff 
Memoirs of a Sidekick, David Skuy 
Operation Oleander, Valerie O. Patterson 
PhilanthroParties!: A Party-Planning Guide for Kids Who Want to Give Back, Lulu Cerone 
The Promise of a Pencil: How an Ordinary person Can Create Extraordinary Change, Adam Braun 
Sally Ride: A Photobiography of America’s Pioneering Woman in Space, Tam O’Shaughnessy 
The Seventh Most Important Thing, Shelly Pearsall  
Slacker, Gordon Korman 
Volunteering Smarts: How to Find Opportunities, Create a Positive Experience, and More, Sandra Donovan 
You Got This!: Unleash Your Awesomeness, Find Your Path, and Change Your World, Maya Penn 
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EVALUATING TRADE-BOOKS 
Reviewing for Values and Proper Use 

 
As Catholic schools it is important the resources taught from hold true to the teachings and values of the Catholic Church.  All children 
are developmentally and spiritually diverse.  It is key in choosing resources and trade-books to understand the children in order to keep 
instruction in accord with the Church.  The below items are things to question in choosing books.  
 
Purpose 

• What is the books purpose? 

• Does the book cover the topic, genre or reading skill necessary for curriculum? 

• Does this book, have enduring value and educational significance? 

• Does this book have intellectual, moral, inspirational and artistic weight or is it being chosen just for entertainment, popularity, 
faddishness or an attempt to entice students to read? 

• Is this book of high-quality writing and artistic value, promoting creativity and a Catholic imagination? 
 
Audience 

• Who is the intendent audience? 

• Is the level of the book appropriate for your purposes? 

• Is the level of the book appropriate for the skill level of the students? 

• Is this book age-appropriate in content and ability? 

• Does this book assist the students to a right ordering of the intellect, will and emotions? 
 
Illustrations 

• Are the illustrations appropriate for the age level of the students? 

• Are there stereotypes? 
 
Author 

• What is the background of the author? 

• What other works has the author written? 
 
Storyline 

• What are the standards for success? 

• How are the problems resolved? 

• Does this book have characters that either undergo positive growth in virtue or have their vices shown as detrimental and 
contributing to their downfall? 

• What is the role of ethnic, racial and gender groups? 

• How are lifestyles portrayed? 

• How are relationships between people portrayed? 

• Are there innuendos, overtones perspectives used that are contrary to Church teaching? 

• Does this book assist the pursuit of truth, beauty, and goodness? 

• Is this book free of significant and shocking profanity? 

• Is this book free of explicit discussion, presentation, or description of sexual activity or sexual fantasy? 

• Will this book not be a proximate cause of sinful thoughts or actions, a pathway to the occult, contrary to truth, a temptation for 
despair, or a diminishing of faith? 

• In using this book, will there be teacher-led evaluation of themes and events in terms of Catholic norms, values, and worldview 
so as to provide insight into a Catholic understanding of the human person in his redeemed and unredeemed state and in his 
relationship to God, family and others. 

 
The Cardinal Newman Society, https://newmansociety.org/educatorresources/resources/academics/, July 21, 2020. 
 
 
 
 

https://newmansociety.org/educatorresources/resources/academics/
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USING MOVIES WITH BOOKS 
 
Using media to enhance or teach about a book is a positive reinforcement of the book, but it is vital to consider how well the film will 
help students meet the outcomes of the class. If the film is being viewed just for “fun” it will be a waste of opportune teaching time. A 
movie can easily be viewed for “fun” as well as to enhance the learning experience of the students. 
 
It’s important to know that on average, 8- to 12-year-olds use just under five hours’ worth of entertainment screen media per day (4:44), 
and teens use an average of just under seven and a half hours’ worth (7:22)—not including time spent using screens for school or 
homework.  The percent of young people who say they watch online videos “every day” has more than doubled among both age 
groups, going from 24% to 56% among 8- to 12-yearolds, and from 34% to 69% among 13- to 18-year-olds since 2015. Today both 
tweens and teens devote nearly an hour a day to watching social media video clips. 
 
In comparison to reading, most 8- to 12-year-olds (66%) and just over half of teens (51%) read for fun at least once a week but 22% of 
8- to 12-year-olds and nearly a third (32%) of teens say they do so less than once a month (17% of teens say less than once a month, 
and 15% say never). Young people’s enjoyment of reading and their likelihood of doing it for their own pleasure drop substantially as 
they age. 

2019, The Common Sense Census: Media Use by Tweens and Teens, 
 https://www.commonsensemedia.org/sites/default/files/uploads/research/2019-census-8-to-18-full-report-updated.pdf, July 22, 2020. 

 
Diocesan Movie Viewing Guidelines 
All movies viewed at school should be of educational value to the students. On special occasions viewing of movies may be done for 
reward.   
 
All movies must be previewed for age appropriateness and Catholic values. The USCCB movie rating supported by Catholic News 
Service (CNS) should be used to determine eligibility to be used. If the movie cannot be found on the CNS list, permission must be 
granted by the principal for viewing. 
 
Reviews - http://www.catholicnews.com/movies.cfm   
 
Classifications: 

A-I  general patronage 
A-II  adults and adolescents 
A-III  adults 
A-IV  adults, with reservations (this indicates films that, while not morally offensive in themselves, are not for casual 

viewing because they require some analysis and explanation in order to avoid false impressions and interpretations) 
L limited adult audiences, films whose problematic content many adults would find troubling (replaced A-IV 

classification Nov. 1, 2003) 
O  morally offensive 

 
Some Do’s and Don’ts of using film in the classroom are: 

• Do discuss the movie with students before, during and after viewing. 

• Do provide students with a viewing guide – questions, list of characters, main plot points, etc. 

• Do design a project or assignment that connects the film to course content. 

• Do not feel obligated to show the entire film. 
 
Tips for preparing a movie for class use:  
1. Watch the movie, keeping the age, gender and racial make-up of your students in mind. While watching the movie, keep a notepad 

and pen handy. Take notes on the following aspects of the movie.  
a. Examine the setting of the movie  
b. Examine the main characters  

2. After viewing, reflect on the overall storyline and characters. Take notes on any central themes that span the movie.  
3. Select 3-5 central themes that are the most appropriate for your students.  
4. Use these themes as the building blocks for discussion questions and activities.  

 
 

https://www.commonsensemedia.org/sites/default/files/uploads/research/2019-census-8-to-18-full-report-updated.pdf
http://www.catholicnews.com/movies.cfm
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Tips for developing discussion questions:  
1. Use the themes you established to instigate self- reflection and conversation.  
2. Start off with asking questions that directly relate to characters in the movie.  
3. Begin to make connections between the characters in the movie and experiences of the actual students.  
4. Ask questions that focus on the students’ own experiences drawing on the specific theme.  
 
Suggestions for activities to accompany a movie:  

• Character webs  

• Cooking activity based on a specific food or culture from the movie  

• Role-play using pieces of the movie script  

• Write alternative ending s to scenes or the movie  

• Write letters to particular characters addressing a specific topic area  

• Word search or crossword using key terms from the movie  

• Storyboard – draw alternative scenes from the movie  

• Debate over controversial topics in the movie  

• Timeline the movie  
 
Use the book to watch the movie:  
Teachers can use movies as a springboard for literary analysis of characters, setting and plot. Watching a movie in conjunction with 
reading a book allows for a comparative analysis between the two medias. To assist in doing this with students, use sticky notes to 
take notes of places in the book that differ dramatically from the movie, scenes that are absent from the movie, or descriptions/quotes 
that would enhance the discussion. Some suggestions to help compare the book and movie are:  

• Make a chart where the students can compare characters in each media.  

• Write questions where students compare how they perceive the characters and setting of each media.  

• Include descriptive quotes from the book. Have students illustrate versions of what they read, comparing them to the set and 
characters of the movie.  

• Make a chart where students play detective and take notes of important distinctions between the medias, discuss why these 
changes were made.  

Teaching with Movies: A Guide for Parents and Educators. Page 26. 
 http://www.trulymovingpictures.org/FILM/Documents/TeachingwithMoviesguide.pdf, July 22, 2020. 

 
Use movies meaningfully: 

• Use movies to scaffold understanding of complex texts. 
o Advanced students read whole text and compare and contrast different versions of the film. 
o Struggling students use the film to supplement but don’t read entire text. 

• Use movies to develop analytical thinking. 
o Use movie as a writing prompt. 
o Analyze the cultural elements of a film. 

• Use movies to teach life skills. 

• Use movies as pre-reading activities. 
Movies in Schools: Using Them Meaningfully,  

https://www.readingandwritinghaven.com/movies-in-school-when-and-how-to-use-them-meaningfully/, July 22, 2020. 

 
 
 

http://www.trulymovingpictures.org/FILM/Documents/TeachingwithMoviesguide.pdf
https://www.readingandwritinghaven.com/movies-in-school-when-and-how-to-use-them-meaningfully/

