
 

 

 
 

 CLERGY SUMMER GATHERING  

AUGUST 6, 2018 
 

All priests and seminarians in the Diocese of 

Superior are invited to a summer gathering on 

Monday, Aug. 6 at the family cabin of Fr. John 

Anderson and his sister, Mary. Food and 

refreshments will be provided. A count of the 

number of priests and seminarians is needed. Please 

RSVP to Fr. John Anderson: 715-246-4652; 

fj.anderson@frontier.com. 
 

ST. ANDREW DINNER 

AUGUST 8, 2018 
 

A St. Andrew Dinner – on the vocation to the 

priesthood – will be hosted by St. Mary Church, 

Tomahawk, WI on Wednesday August 8
th

 at 5:30 

p.m.  A spaghetti dinner will be served by the 

Deacons of St. Mary’s. All priests in the Eastern 

Deanery and any high school boys (along with their 

parents) are invited to attend this event. Please 

RSVP to Kay Berg at St. Mary Parish: 715-453-

2878; dreyouth@smctomahawk.com. SEE ENCLOSURE. 

 

FEAST OF THE ASSUMPTION OF THE  

BLESSED VIRGIN MARY 

August 15, 2018 
 

The Feast of the Assumption is marked as a major 

feast day and a public holiday in many countries. In 

most countries, including the US, it is a Holy Day 

of Obligation and Catholics are required to attend 

Mass. 

 

DYNAMIC CATHOLIC: 

PASSION & PURPOSE FOR MARRIAGE 

AUGUST 18, 2018 
 

What are the key ingredients to a happy, healthy 

marriage? Whether dating, engaged, or happily  

 

 

 

 
 

married, this event will open couples’ eyes to new 

and practical ways to strengthen and enrich their  

relationship. Join Dr. Allen Hunt for an inspiring 

event that will resonate with all couples. Through 

Hunt’s humorous commentary and heartfelt real-life 

stories, discover how to fill relationships with a 

passion and purpose. This half-day event features 

live music and includes a free bag of Dynamic 

Catholic resources for every couple. Doors open at 

8 a.m. This event is not recommended for children 

under ten. There is a link on the home page of the 

Diocesan webpage that will direct you to the ticket 

sales. SEE ENCLOSURE. 

 

RETROUVAILLE WEEKEND 

AUGUST 17 - 19, 2018 
 

No marriage is beyond hope. Retrouvaille 

(pronounced Retro- vī with a long i) has helped 

couples experiencing marital difficulty at all levels, 

including disillusionment and deep misery.  

The St. Anthony Spirituality Center, Marathon will 

host the August weekend with a series of Sunday 

afternoon sessions to follow and to provide 

continued healing over next few months. The world 

wide, non-profit Retrouvaille program, has helped 

thousands of marriages and families since it began 

over 35 years ago. Please include information in the 

parish weekly bulletin. SEE ENCLOSURE. 

 

PERMANENT DIACONATE CONVOCATION 

AUGUST 24 - 25, 2018 
 

St. Patrick Church, Hudson, will host the annual 

Diaconate Convocation which begins on Friday 

evening, August 24, with an informal social 

gathering in Hudson. Saturday, August 25, will 

feature three presentations on ministry services. A 

mailing was sent and registering online is available.  
https://www.catholicdos.org/permanent-deacons. 
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PERMANENT DIACONATE ORDINATION 

AUGUST 26, 2018 
 

THOMAS KROLL will be ordained to the Permanent 

Diaconate:  Sunday, August 26, 4 p.m., St. Patrick 

Church, Hudson. This will be the first ordination in 

four years to welcome a brother to the Order. 

 

FEAST DAY OF DIOCESAN PATRON 

TUESDAY, AUGUST 28, 2018 
 

Because St. Augustine of Hippo is the Patron Saint 

of the Diocese of Superior, his proper memorial is 

celebrated as a feast day. Alternate readings for that 

day can be found at lectionary number 633, or taken 

from the Common of Pastors or the Common of 

Doctors of the Church. 

 

LABOR DAY 

SEPTEMBER 3, 2018 
 

The Diocesan Offices will be closed on Labor Day, 

Monday, September 3, 2018. 
 

Labor Day is one of the four special days of prayer 

in the Diocese of Superior.  The focus of prayer for 

this particular day is the promotion of human rights 

and equality.  The Mass for the Sanctification of 

Human Labor may be used (Masses for Various 

Needs and Occasions, section II, number 26), along 

with readings found at lectionary numbers 907-911.  

 

ANNUAL RETREAT FOR PRIESTS 

SEPTEMBER 10-13, 2018 

 

The annual retreat for priests will be held Monday, 

Sept. 10
th

 – Thursday, Sept. 13
th

, at Heartwood 

Conference and Retreat Center, Trego. Fr. Paul 

Lickteig, S.J. will be the director. Contact Fr. Kevin 

Gordon: kgordon@catholicdos.org; 715-913-0183. 

 

BUILT UPON A ROCK FEST 

SEPTEMBER 15, 2018 
CATHEDRAL OF OUR LADY OF THE ROSARY, DULUTH 

 

Mark your calendars for the 2
nd

 Annual Built Upon 

a Rock Fest in Duluth, MN, Saturday, Sept 15
th

. It 

is a FREE Catholic concert featuring nationally 

known Catholic musicians Ike Ndolo and Luke 

Spehar. Following the 5 p.m. Mass at Cathedral of 

Our Lady of the Rosary, enjoy free food and free  

 

live music across the street with the backdrop of 

Lake Superior. Last year’s event drew 900 people.  

Spread the word and come with friends to this faith 

filled event. Visit builtuponarockfest.com. 

 

CATECHETICAL SUNDAY 

SEPTEMBER 16, 2018 
 

The Church celebrates Catechetical Sunday on 

September 16, 2018. The theme this year is 

“Enlisting Witnesses for Jesus Christ.” Those who 

the church has designated to serve as catechists will 

be called forth to be commissioned for their 

ministry. Catechetical Sunday is a wonderful 

opportunity to reflect on the role that each person 

plays, by virtue of Baptism, in handing on the faith 

and being a witness to the Gospel. Catechetical 

Sunday is an opportunity for all to rededicate 

themselves to this mission as a community of faith. 

http://www.usccb.org/beliefs-and-teachings/how-we-

teach/catechesis/catechetical-sunday/enlisting-

witnesses/index.cfm 

 

 

INITIAL FORMATION: LAY LEADER OF PRAYER 

SEPTEMBER 21 - 22 & NOVEMBER 9 - 10, 2018 
 

The two required formation sessions for those 

seeking initial diocesan certification as Lay Leaders 

of Prayer are Sept. 21-22 and Nov. 9-10, 2018. The 

workshop takes place at St. Anthony of Padua 

Church, Park Falls. Both sessions begin Friday 

evening and end late Saturday afternoon. Each 

applicant must be specifically selected and/or 

recommended by his or her pastor, parish life 

coordinator, or parish director. All lay people who 

lead Sunday Celebrations in the Absence of a Priest 

or Weekday Communion Services in their parish 

church buildings should be recipients of this 

diocesan certification. Contact Paul Birch: 715-394-

0233; pbirch@catholicdos.org.  

 

GOD’S GIFT:  THERE’S A HOLE IN OUR SOUL 

SEPTEMBER 29, 2018 
 

NEW: God’s Gift will be held this year on 

Saturday, Sept. 29
th

 at WITC Conference Center, 

Superior, from 8a.m.-3p.m. followed by Mass at 

Cathedral of Christ the King. Fr. David 

Neuschwander will be the keynote, and will speak 

on our first vocation, which is to love.  

mailto:kgordon@catholicdos.org
http://builtuponarockfest.com/
http://www.usccb.org/beliefs-and-teachings/how-we-teach/catechesis/catechetical-sunday/enlisting-witnesses/index.cfm
http://www.usccb.org/beliefs-and-teachings/how-we-teach/catechesis/catechetical-sunday/enlisting-witnesses/index.cfm
http://www.usccb.org/beliefs-and-teachings/how-we-teach/catechesis/catechetical-sunday/enlisting-witnesses/index.cfm
mailto:pbirch@catholicdos.org
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Following Fr. David, Vicki Thorn, founder of 

Project Rachel, will speak about how men and 

women are inherently different, yet 

are created to complement each other. Using 

scientific studies, she explains the biochemistry of 

sex, the problems of the sexual revolution and the 

fascinating science of attraction.  
 

Because of another Prolife Event happening on 

Friday night in Duluth, MN, the Friday night 

portion previously scheduled has now been 

cancelled. Please make note of this change in Parish 

Bulletins and advertisements. Contact the Respect 

Life Office: 715-392-2937; godsgift@catholicdos.org. 

Register Online at: https://www.catholicdos.org/gods-

gift-1.  SEE  ENCLOSURE. 

 

SAVE THE DATE: CLERGY WORKSHOP 

OCTOBER 14 - 16, 2018 
 

Presenter:  Dr. James Steffen 

Topic:  “Aligned Thinking” 

Location:  Hotel Chequamegon, Ashland 

Contact Fr. Kevin Gordon: kgordon@catholicdos.org; 

715-913-0183.  

 

SOCIAL ENGINEERING - RED FLAGS 
 

Please see the enclosure with information on red 

flags to watch for with scams done through email 

but also be aware and alert of scams through the 

phone, mail and in person. 

 

CHANGES FOR LTP ORDERING 
 

Following a review of the LTP ordering by parishes 

through the Diocesan Office of Worship, which 

allows for a 40% discount, some changes will take 

effect August 1, 2018. Parishes may continue to  

send orders to the Diocese via email, fax, or mail.   

 • The Office of Worship will place orders twice a 

year – fall and spring – only. 

 • The invoice, included with the products when 

they arrive, must be paid to LTP within 30 days. If 

it is not paid, the Diocesan account with LTP will 

be put on hold for all parishes. 

 • A shipping fee which is $7 minimum and based 

on weight, along with a $4 drop shipment fee are 

included in the invoice. If the distance between the 

parish and the Chancery is short, the $4 drop  

 

 

shipment fee could be eliminated if the parish 

would like to pick up the order at the Chancery. 

E-orders and orders placed outside of the Diocesan 

fall and spring order dates are not eligible for the 

Diocesan discount.   
 

A reminder of last year’s order was sent to parishes 

to ensure ample time to place the order with the 

Diocesan Office of Worship before Advent. Online 

ordering has been set up on the Worship Resources 

page of the Diocesan website for your convenience. 

Contact Janelle Roe, Admin. Assist.: 715-394-0212; 

jroe@catholicdos.org. 

 

MESSAGE FROM CMG CONNECT 

SAFE ENVIRONMENT TRAINING 
 

The Diocese of Superior transitioned to an online 

Safe Environment training and background check 

process for adults on July 1, 2018.  The new system 

– CMG Connect – is offered through Catholic 

Mutual Insurance.  The system attempts to assist 

parishes with those adults who need to renew their 

Safe Environment training and background check 

by sending an email with this message: 
 

One of your Arch/Diocese training requirements is 

going to expire in the next 60 days. Please login to 

complete this requirement. You can access the 

training platform from your Arch/Diocese site or at 

www.CMGconnect.org. 
 
 

People are receiving these messages and have 

concerns about the legitimacy of the email.  This is 

a real message sent from the CMG Connect system.  

However, if recipients have any concern about the 

email, they should contact their parish religious 

education leader or principal for additional info or 

Safe Environment Coordinator Kathy Drinkwine: 

715-394-0216; kdrinkwine@catholicdos.org  or Tricia 

Jacobson: 715-394-0225, pjacobson@catholicdos.org. 

 

ADDITIONAL ENCLOSURES 

 

 Resources on Faithful Citizenship:  

Available at www.wisconsincatholic.org 

and www.faithfulcitizenship.org. 

 Diocesan Employee Contact Information 

 

 

godsgift@catholicdos.org
https://www.catholicdos.org/gods-gift-1
https://www.catholicdos.org/gods-gift-1
mailto:kgordon@catholicdos.org
file://///cdsdc2/users/dlieberg/My%20Documents/bulletin/Bulletin/2018/08%20August/Red%20Flags%20-%20Social%20Engineering.pdf
mailto:jroe@catholicdos.org
http://www.cmgconnect.org/
mailto:kdrinkwine@catholicdos.org
mailto:pjacobson@catholicdos.org
http://www.wisconsincatholic.org/
http://www.faithfulcitizenship.org/
2018Staff%20Contact%20List.pdf
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AUGUST PRIESTHOOD ANNIVERSARIES 
 

8/3 Fr. Gerard Willger                

8/9 Fr. Jim Brinkman                  
 

AUGUST PRIEST BIRTHDAYS 
 

8/3 Fr. Gerard Willger                

8/8 Fr. Joseph Mayakuntla          

8/9 Fr. Jim Horath                       

  8/11 Fr. Joseph Trinka                  

8/15 Fr. Jim Tobolski                    

8/18 Fr. Barg Anderson               

8/19 Fr. Louis Reddy Maram Reddy          

8/23 Fr. Michael Crisp                 
 

AUGUST DIACONATE ANNIVERSARIES  

 

8/3 Bill Holzhaeuser                 

8/8 David DiSera;  Bob Schienebeck;                

8/9 Russ Cabak; Howard Cameron;  

Pat Derrington; Kevin Feind;  

 Doug Sorenson; Owen Gorman                    

8/10 James Arndt; Ed Colosky; James Stroede                                             

8/12  Al Goodrich; Steve Linton; Mel Riel;  

Joe Stefancin (diaconate)                                 

8/14 Clarence Campbell               

8/17 Darrell Smerz                       

8/20 Richard Meier                      

8/22 Roger Cadotte                     

8/26 Joe Wesley                          

8/29 Wes Tuttle                           

8/31 Cliff Eggett                         
 

AUGUST DEACON BIRTHDAYS  

 

 

8/4 Bernard Lyngdal                   

8/5 Tom Rausch                          

8/6 Greg Ricci                            

8/13 Joseph Roe                           

8/20 Doug Sorenson                     

8/24 Roger Cadotte                      

8/25 John Bardos                          

8/26 David Bablick           

 

 

 

 



 

8-1-18 

 

 

 

                    

               

   C A T H O L I C 
   

 D I O C E S E  O F  S U P E R I O R 
 

 

 

Chancery Bulletin Supplement 

August 1, 2018 

 

 

 From the Bishop’s Office 

 The National Catholic Bioethics Center  

 United States Conference of Catholic Bishops                                   

 Intercessions: Word of Life – August 2018 

 Faithful Citizenship Resources 

 

 From the Office of the Chancellor 

 Monthly Calendar of Events – AugustSeptember 2018 

 Handbook Changes – August 2018 

 Clergy Prayer Calendars  –  AugustSeptember 2018 

 Diocesan Staff Contact Information 

 

   From the Office of Stewardship and Development 

 Impact Flyer 

    

   From the Office of Respect Life 

 Registration form – God’s Gift 2018: There’s a Hole in Our Soul.  

 

From the Office of Vocations 

 St. Andrew Dinner 

      

   Miscellaneous  

 Retrouvaille Poster 

 Passion and Purpose for Marriage Flier 

 Social Engineering – Red Flags 

 

    

    

  

 

https://www.ncbcenter.org/publications/ethics-medics/
file://///cdsdc2/users/dlieberg/My%20Documents/bulletin/Bulletin/2018/08%20August/Word-of-Life-2018-08.pdf
http://www.wisconsincatholic.org/faithful_citizenship.cfm
calofevents%20aug.pdf
../../09%20September/2018/Calendar%20of%20events.pdf
Handbook%20Changes.pdf
Prayer%20Calendar%20Aug-Sept.pdf
2018Staff%20Contact%20List.pdf
file://///cdsdc2/users/dlieberg/My%20Documents/bulletin/Bulletin/2018/08%20August/August+2018+2%20IMPACT.pdf
https://catholicdos.org/gods-gift-1
Project%20Andrew%20FlierforFrP.pdf
Retrouvaille_Tear_Off_Flyer_HOPE4673.pdf
MarriageWoodruff.pdf
file://///cdsdc2/users/dlieberg/My%20Documents/bulletin/Bulletin/2018/08%20August/Red%20Flags%20-%20Social%20Engineering.pdf
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Intercessions for Life 

 

August 5
th

                                                       Eighteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time  

For married couples considering adoption: 

May the Holy Spirit guide their discernment, 

grant them peace, and make possible his holy will; 

We pray to the Lord:                                            

 

 

August 12
th

                                                       Nineteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time  
For young people: 

May they discover the freedom and peace 

that comes from following Jesus’ call to purity; 

We pray to the Lord: 

 

 

August 19
th

                                          Twentieth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

For the times we are pressured 

to compromise respect for human life: 

May the Lord strengthen 

our courage and resolve; 

We pray to the Lord: 

 

 

August 26
th

                                     Twenty-first Sunday in Ordinary Time  

May friends and families of women 

who are unexpectedly pregnant 

provide loving, life-affirming support 

for both mother and child; 

We pray to the Lord: 
 

http://www.usccb.org/respectlife


View, download, and order the 2017-2018 Respect Life Program materials! www.usccb.org/respectlife  
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Special Feature! 

Adoption Prayer  

and Educational Resources 

www.usccb.org/adoption-resources 

WORD OF LIFE – August 2018  
   

Bulletin Quotes 

 

August 5
th

  

“We felt we had no control, but God reminded us 

again that He is always in control and that we could 

trust in Him. ... Andrew* is two years old now, and... 

we can’t imagine loving a child whom we conceived 

more than we love Andrew.” 

*Name changed for privacy. 

“An Adoption Love Story,” 2014-15 Respect Life Program 

 USCCB Secretariat of Pro-Life Activities 

 August 12
th

  

“[W]e know what true, authentic love looks like. It looks like the man on the Cross. This deep, pure 

love that motivated Jesus to offer his life for ours, is the love that will answer the longing in our 

hearts, if we let it.” 

“10 Surprising Tips for Love the Culture Won’t Tell You”  

2015-16 Respect Life Program, USCCB Secretariat of Pro-Life Activities 

August 19
th

  

“Never tire of firmly speaking out in defense of life from its conception and 

do not be deterred from the commitment to defend the dignity of every 

human person with courageous determination. Christ is with you: be not 

afraid!” 

 

Address of John Paul II to the Bishops and Apostolic Administrators of Albania on their “Ad Limina” Visit, 

February 3, 2001 © 2001 Libreria Editrice Vaticana. Used with permission. All rights reserved. 

August 26
th

  

“‘Perhaps one of your friends has become pregnant unexpectedly. As someone who has been there, I 

encourage you to support your friend in her new journey of being a mother. Not sure how to help or 

what to say?’ Learn more at www.usccb.org/support-her.”    

 
“10 Ways to Support Her When She’s Unexpectedly Expecting” 

2015-16 Respect Life Program, USCCB Secretariat of Pro-Life Activities 

  

 

http://www.usccb.org/respectlife
http://www.usccb.org/adoption-resources
http://www.usccb.org/support-her
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Bulletin Art 

You are welcome to use these and other downloadable images from the online Respect Life image 

gallery, provided they are not altered in any way, other than the size. Thank you! 

Sunday, August 12
th

, 2018 
Featuring “10 Surprising Tips for Love the Culture Won’t Tell You”  

 Bulletin Insert: Color | Grayscale  

 Download Image: English | Spanish 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday, August 26
th

, 2018 

Featuring “10 Ways to Support Her When She’s Unexpectedly Expecting” 

 Bulletin Insert: Color | Grayscale  

 Download Image: English | Spanish 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.usccb.org/respectlife
http://www.usccb.org/about/pro-life-activities/respect-life-program/respect-life-image-gallery.cfm
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http://www.usccb.org/about/pro-life-activities/respect-life-program/2015/upload/10-ways-to-support-her-when-she-is-unexpectedly-expecting-eng-2.pdf
http://www.usccb.org/about/pro-life-activities/respect-life-program/2015/upload/B-W-10Ways.pdf
http://www.usccb.org/about/pro-life-activities/respect-life-program/2015/upload/2015-rlp-shareable-graphic-18.jpg
http://www.usccb.org/about/pro-life-activities/respect-life-program/2015/upload/shareable-graphic-18-2015-rlp-spanish.jpg


 

 

  

What is Conscience? 

In Forming Consciences for Faithful 

Citizenship (no. 17), the Catholic Bishops of the 

United States Conscience remind us:  

“The Church equips its members to address 
political and social questions by helping them to 
develop a well-formed conscience. …Conscience 
is not something that allows us to justify doing 
whatever we want, nor is it a mere "feeling" 
about what we should or should not do. Rather, 
conscience is the voice of God resounding in the 
human heart, revealing the truth to us and 
calling us to do what is good while shunning 
what is evil.” 

Conscience is a judgment of practical reason that 
helps us to recognize and seek what is good, and 

to reject what is evil (Catechism of the Catholic 

Church, no. 1778, 1796). 

 

The Second Vatican Council wrote: 

“Always summoning [one] to love good and 
avoid evil, the voice of conscience can when 
necessary speak to [one’s] heart more 
specifically:  do this, shun that” (Gaudium et 
Spes 16). 

 

Conscience does not simply “come to us”!  
Throughout our lives, we have to spend time 

forming our consciences so that we can make well-
reasoned judgments about particular situations.  

How Do I Form My 

Conscience? 

As the bishops note in Forming Consciences 

for Faithful Citizenship, we need to form our 

consciences in an ongoing manner. How do we do 
this? 

1) When examining any issue or situation, 
we must begin by being open to the truth 
and what is right. 

2) We must study Sacred Scripture and the 
teaching of the Church. 

3) We must examine the facts and 
background information about various 
choices. 

4) We must prayerfully reflect to discern 

the will of God (Forming Consciences for 

Faithful Citizenship, no. 18). 

The United States Catholic Catechism for Adults 
adds:  

5) The prudent advice and good example of 
others support and enlighten our 
conscience. 

6) The authoritative teaching of the Church 
is an essential element. 

7) The gifts of the Holy Spirit help us 
develop our conscience. 

8) Regular examination of conscience is 
important as well (p. 314). 

Copyright © 2012, United States Conference of Catholic Bishops, Washington, DC.  Excerpts from The Documents of Vatican II, Walter M. 
Abbott, SJ, General Editor, copyright © 1966 by America Press, Inc. Reprinted with permission. All rights reserved. This text may be 
reproduced in whole or in part without alteration for nonprofit educational use, provided such reprints are not sold and include this notice. 

 



 

To download this and other helpful resources, visit www.faithfulcitizenship.org!  
Copyright © 2012, United States Conference of Catholic Bishops, Washington, DC. Excerpts from the Catechism of the Catholic 
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D.C. Used with permission. All rights reserved. This text may be reproduced in whole or in part without alteration for nonprofit 
educational use, provided such reprints are not sold and include this notice.  

 

Reflections on 

Conscience 

From the Catechism of the Catholic Church 

1777 Moral conscience,1 present at the heart of 
the person, enjoins him at the appropriate 
moment to do good and to avoid evil. It also 
judges particular choices, approving those that 
are good and denouncing those that are evil.2 It 
bears witness to the authority of truth in 
reference to the supreme Good to which the 
human person is drawn, and it welcomes the 
commandments. When he listens to his 
conscience, the prudent man can hear God 
speaking.  

1778 Conscience is a judgment of reason 
whereby the human person recognizes the moral 
quality of a concrete act that he is going to 
perform, is in the process of performing, or has 
already completed. In all he says and does, man 
is obliged to follow faithfully what he knows to 
be just and right. It is by the judgment of his 
conscience that man perceives and recognizes the 
prescriptions of the divine law. 
 

1
Cf. Rom 2:14-16.      

2
Cf. Rom 1:32. 

 

Reflections on 

Conscience Formation  

From the Catechism of the Catholic Church 

1784 The education of the conscience is a 
lifelong task. From the earliest years, it awakens 
the child to the knowledge and practice of the 
interior law recognized by conscience. Prudent 
education teaches virtue; it prevents or cures 
fear, selfishness and pride, resentment arising 
from guilt, and feelings of complacency, born of 
human weakness and faults. 

 
 

The education of the conscience guarantees 
freedom and engenders peace of heart. 
 
1785 In the formation of conscience the Word 
of God is the light for our path,3 we must 
assimilate it in faith and prayer and put it into 
practice. We must also examine our conscience 
before the Lord's Cross. We are assisted by the 
gifts of the Holy Spirit, aided by the witness or 
advice of others and guided by the authoritative 
teaching of the Church.4 

 

3
Cf. Ps 119:105.      

4
 Cf. Dignitatis Humanae 14. 

 

Reflection Questions 

1. What is conscience? 

2. When has my conscience guided me to 
“do good and avoid evil”? 

3. What are some key resources I can use to 
form my conscience? 

4. Forming conscience is a “lifelong task.” 
What do I do to regularly form my 
conscience? What more should I do?  
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To learn more about the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops’ Forming Consciences for Faithful Citizenship (FCFC), visit 
www.faithfulcitizenship.org.  For additional questions, see the Wisconsin Catholic Conference 5-part Faithful Citizenship series at 
www.wisconsincatholic.org.                                                                                                              

OVER 

What are fundamental moral issues 
that need to be addressed? 
As the U.S. bishops explain in Forming 
Consciences for Faithful Citizenship (FCFC), the 
challenges facing our nation are many.  
However, as the 2015 FCFC “Introductory 
Note” points out, nine areas are particularly 
pressing at this time: 
 

 The ongoing destruction of over one 
million innocent human lives each year by 
abortion. 

 Physician-assisted suicide. 

 The redefinition of marriage – the vital cell 
of society – by the courts, political bodies, 
and increasingly by American culture itself. 

 The excessive consumption of material 
goods and the destruction of natural 
resources, which harm both the 
environment and the poor. 

 The deadly attacks on fellow Christians 
and religious minorities throughout the 
world. 

 The narrowing redefinition of religious 
freedom, which threatens both individual 
conscience and the freedom of the Church 
to serve. 

 Economic policies that fail to prioritize the 
poor, at home and abroad. 

 A broken immigration system and a 
worldwide refugee crisis. 

 Wars, terror, and violence that threaten 
every aspect of human life and dignity. 

Why is protecting the unborn of  such great 
importance? 
As Pope Francis explains, “Among the vulnerable for 
whom the Church wishes to care with particular love and 
concern are unborn children, the most defenceless and 
innocent among us.  Nowadays efforts are made to deny 
them their human dignity and to do with them whatever 
one pleases, taking their lives and passing laws preventing 
anyone from standing in the way of this.…  [T]his 
defence of unborn life is closely linked to the defence of 
each and every other human right.  It involves the 
conviction that a human being is always sacred and 
inviolable, in any situation and at every stage of 
development.”  (Evangelii Gaudium, 213)  

What about other human rights?   
“The right to life implies and is linked to other human 
rights – to the basic goods that every human person 
needs to live and thrive.  All the life issues are connected, 
for erosion of respect for the life of any individual or 
group in society necessarily diminishes respect for all life.  
The moral imperative to respond to the needs of our 
neighbors – basic needs such as food, shelter, health care, 
education, and meaningful work – is universally binding 
on our consciences and may be legitimately fulfilled by a 
variety of means.  Catholics must seek the best ways to 
respond to these needs.” (FCFC, 25)  
 
“Catholic teaching about the dignity of life calls us to 
oppose torture, unjust war, and the indiscriminate use of 
drones for violent purposes; to prevent genocide and 
attacks against noncombatants; to oppose racism; to 
oppose human trafficking; and to overcome poverty and 
suffering.  Nations are called to protect the right to life by 
seeking effective ways to combat evil and terror without 
resorting to armed conflicts except as a last resort after all 
peaceful means have failed, and to end the use of the 
death penalty as a means of protecting society from 
violent crime.  We revere the lives of children in the 
womb, the lives of persons dying in war and from 
starvation, and indeed the lives of all human beings as 
children of God.  We stand opposed to these and all 
activities that contribute to what Pope Francis has called 
‘a throwaway culture.’” (FCFC, 45) 

IT IS IMPORTANT FOR ALL CITIZENS ‘TO 
SEE BEYOND PARTY POLITICS, TO 
ANALYZE CAMPAIGN RHETORIC 

CRITICALLY, AND TO CHOOSE THEIR 
POLITICAL LEADERS ACCORDING TO 

PRINCIPLE, NOT PARTY AFFILIATION OR 
MERE SELF-INTEREST.’   

(FCFC, 41) 

Our Call as Catholic Citizens 
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What is the state of  religious liberty in 
the U.S.? 
“In the United States, religious freedom generally 
enjoys strong protection in our law and culture, but 
those protections are now in doubt.  For example, 
the longstanding tax exemption of the Church has 
been explicitly called into question at the highest 
levels of government, precisely because of her 
teachings on marriage.  Catholics have a particular 
duty to make sure that protections like these do not 
weaken but instead grow in strength.  This is not 
only to secure the just freedom of the Church and 
the faithful here but also to offer hope and an 
encouraging witness to those who suffer direct and 
even violent religious persecution in countries where 
the protection is far weaker.” (FCFC, 72) 

To learn more about the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops’ 

Forming Consciences for Faithful Citizenship (FCFC), visit 

www.faithfulcitizenship.org and www.wisconsincatholic.org. 

What is a just economy?   
“Economic decisions and institutions should 
be assessed according to whether they protect 
or undermine the dignity of the human 
person.  Social and economic policies should 
foster the creation of jobs for all who can 
work with decent working conditions and just 
wages.  Barriers to equal pay and employment 
for women and those facing unjust 
discrimination must be overcome.  Catholic 
social teaching supports the right of workers 
to choose whether to organize, join a union, 
and bargain collectively, and to exercise these 
rights without reprisal.  It also affirms 
economic freedom, initiative, and the right to 
private property.” (FCFC, 73) 

What immigration reform does the 
Church support? 
“Comprehensive reform … should include a broad 
and fair legalization program with a path to 
citizenship; a work program with worker 
protections and just wages; family reunification 
policies; access to legal protections, which include 
due process procedures; refuge for those fleeing 
persecution and violence; and policies to address 
the root causes of migration. The right and 
responsibility of nations to control their borders 
and to maintain the rule of law should be 
recognized but pursued in a just and humane 
manner.” (FCFC, 81) 

Which public policies help families? 
Policies on taxes, work, divorce, immigration, 
and welfare should uphold the God-given 
meaning and value of marriage and family, 
help families stay together, and reward 
responsibility and sacrifice for children. Wages 
should allow workers to support their families, 
and public assistance should be available to 
help poor families to live in dignity. Such 
assistance should be provided in a manner that 
promotes eventual financial autonomy. 
(FCFC, 70) 

What can we do to protect the natural 
environment and to assist the poor?   
“Protecting the land, water, and air we share is a 

religious duty of stewardship and reflects our 
responsibility to born and unborn children, who are 
most vulnerable to environmental assault. … The 
United States should lead in contributing to the 
sustainable development of poorer nations and 
promoting greater justice in sharing the burden of 
environmental blight, neglect, and recovery.  It is 
important that we address the rising number of 
migrants who are uprooted from their homeland as a 
consequence of environmental degradation and 
climate change.  They are not currently recognized as 
refugees under any existing international convention 
and are thus not afforded legal protections that ought 
to be due to them.” (FCFC, 86) 

Franco Origlia/Getty Images (cropped) 
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Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ, 
 

In his 2015 address to the Bishops of the United States, Pope Francis urged us to “confront the challenging issues of our 
time”: 
 

The innocent victim of abortion, children who die of hunger or from bombings, immigrants who drown in the 
search for a better tomorrow, the elderly or the sick who are considered a burden, the victims of terrorism, wars, 
violence and drug trafficking, the environment devastated by man’s predatory relationship with nature – at stake 
in all of this is the gift of God, of which we are noble stewards but not masters.  It is wrong, then, to look the 
other way or to remain silent.   

 

While it is our duty as bishops to proclaim this message of human dignity and common good, it is the work of the laity to 
translate this message into concrete economic, political, and social policies.  One, but by no means the only, way of doing this 
is by voting.   
 

Therefore, as another election season approaches, we write to encourage all Catholics to reflect on their role as faithful citizens.  
In an age marked by divisiveness and confusion about what is true and good, it is all the more necessary to return to the 
Church’s guiding principles.  To this end, the U.S. bishops have written Forming Consciences for Faithful Citizenship: A Call to 
Political Responsibility from the Catholic Bishops of the United States (www.faithfulcitizenship.org).  We urge all parishes to make this 
document available and to facilitate presentations and discussions on what it means to be a faithful citizen. 
 

Pope Francis asks, “How can we know if something comes from the Holy Spirit or if it stems from the spirit of the world or 
the spirit of the devil?  The only way is through discernment, which calls for something more than intelligence or common 
sense.  It is a gift which we must implore.  If we ask with confidence that the Holy Spirit grant us this gift, and then seek to 
develop it through prayer, reflection, reading and good counsel, then surely we will grow in this spiritual endowment.” (Gaudete 
et Exsultate, 166) 
 

Catholic social teaching, a summary of which is on the reverse of this letter, is crucial to proper discernment.  Its proper 
application can lead to finding effective solutions for many of today’s most pressing problems.  This is why it is so vital for the 
laity to know and live this teaching.  Some people may disagree at times with this social teaching, but they acknowledge that it 
is consistent.  As Catholics we support the unborn child and the mother.  We support individual rights and the common good.  
We support the rule of law and mercy. 
 

Despite the challenges we will face in living the Gospel, we are called as Catholics to be joyful, bold, and courageous.  Let our 
faith, hope, and love become so attractive that others will be drawn to what we stand for and to those we serve.   
 

We thank you for reading this and for your Christian witness.  May the Lord bless you and keep you.  May He look upon you 
kindly and give you peace. 
 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 
 

Most Reverend Jerome E. Listecki 
Archbishop of Milwaukee 
 

Most Reverend David L. Ricken              Most Reverend Robert C. Morlino 
Bishop of Green Bay       Bishop of Madison 

 

Most Reverend William P. Callahan     Most Reverend James P. Powers 
Bishop of La Crosse       Bishop of Superior 

 

July 2018 
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Catholic social teaching (CST) is one of our Church’s greatest treasures.  Since the time of the Apostles, Church leaders have 
sought to relate the Gospel to the conditions of their age.  Jesus’s call in Matthew 25 to be good and faithful servants who serve 
the hungry and the thirsty, welcome the stranger, clothe the naked, and visit the ill and the incarcerated – all these and more are 
the basis for this social teaching.  From the late nineteenth century to the present day, popes, councils, and bishops have 
condensed this teaching into the four fundamental principles described below.  These four principles and related themes from 
CST provide a moral framework that does not easily fit liberal or conservative ideologies or political party platforms.  They are 
nonpartisan and nonsectarian, reflecting fundamental ethical principles that are common to all people. 
 

Through the Wisconsin Catholic Conference (WCC), the bishops of Wisconsin have created four bulletin inserts which cover 
CST in greater detail (www.wisconsincatholic.org under “Faithful Citizenship Resources”).  The U.S. Conference of Catholic 
Bishops (USCCB) has produced a national statement, Forming Consciences for Faithful Citizenship: A Call to Political Responsibility from 
the Catholic Bishops of the United States (rev. 2015) (http://www.usccb.org/issues-and-action/faithful-citizenship), from which the 
descriptions below are taken.  The most comprehensive summary of Catholic social teaching can be found in the Compendium of 
the Social Doctrine of the Church, available on the Vatican website (www.vatican.va) or from booksellers. 

  

The Principles of Catholic Social Teaching 

The Dignity of the Human Person 
Human life is sacred.  The dignity of the human person is the foundation of a moral vision for society.  Direct attacks on innocent 
persons are never morally acceptable, at any stage or in any condition.  In our society, human life is especially under direct attack 
from abortion, which some political actors mischaracterize as an issue of “women’s health.”  Other direct threats include 
euthanasia and assisted suicide (sometimes falsely labelled as “death with dignity”), human cloning, in vitro fertilization, and the 
destruction of human embryos for research.  Catholic teaching about the dignity of life calls us to oppose torture, unjust war, and 
the indiscriminate use of drones for violent purposes; to prevent genocide and attacks against noncombatants; to oppose racism; to 
oppose human trafficking; and to overcome poverty and suffering.  Nations are called to combat evil and terror without resorting 
to armed conflicts except as a last resort after all peaceful means have failed, and to end the use of the death penalty as a means of 
protecting society from violent crime. 
 

Common Good 
The common good refers to the social and community dimension of the moral good.  Human dignity is respected and the common 
good is fostered only if human rights are protected and basic responsibilities are met.  Every human being has a right to access 
those things required for human decency – food and shelter, education and employment, health care and housing, freedom of 
religion and family life.  Corresponding to these rights are duties and responsibilities – to one another, to our families, and to the 
larger society.  Every economic system serves the dignity of the human person and the common good when it respects the dignity 
of work and protects the rights of workers.  Employers contribute to the common good through the services or products they 
provide and by creating jobs that uphold the dignity and rights of workers – to productive work, to decent and just wages, to 
adequate benefits and security in their old age, to the choice of whether to organize and join unions, to the opportunity for legal 
status for immigrant workers, to private property, and to economic initiative.  Workers also have responsibilities – to provide a fair 
day’s work for a fair day’s pay, to treat employers and co-workers with respect, and to carry out their work in ways that contribute 
to the common good.  The common good also includes caring for God’s creation and for the poor who suffer “the gravest effects 
of all attacks on the environment.” 
 
Subsidiarity 
The human person is not only sacred but also social.  Full human development takes place in relationship with others.  The family 
– based on marriage between a man and a woman – is the first and fundamental unit of society and is a sanctuary for the creation 
and nurturing of children.  It should be defended and strengthened, not redefined, undermined, or further distorted.  Respect for 
the family should be reflected in every policy and program.  It is important to uphold parents’ rights and responsibilities to care for 
their children, including the right to choose their children’s education.  Every person and association has a right and a duty to 
participate actively in shaping society and to promote the well-being of all, especially the poor and vulnerable.  The principle of 
subsidiarity reminds us that larger institutions in society should not overwhelm or interfere with smaller or local institutions, yet 
larger institutions have essential responsibilities when the more local institutions cannot adequately protect human dignity, meet 
human needs, and advance the common good. 
 
Solidarity 
Solidarity recognizes that we are one human family, whatever our national, racial, ethnic, economic, and ideological differences.  
Loving our neighbor has global dimensions and requires us to eradicate racism and address the extreme poverty and disease 
plaguing so much of the world.  Solidarity also includes pursuing peace and justice, and showing a preferential option for the poor, 
who include unborn children, orphans, persons in poverty, persons with disabilities, the elderly and terminally ill, victims of 
injustice and oppression, immigrants and refugees, and prisoners.  
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With separation of  church and state, why does 
the Catholic Church engage political issues? 
As Pope Francis explains, “The Church’s pastors, taking 
into account the contributions of the different sciences, 
have the right to offer opinions on all that affects people’s 
lives, since the task of evangelization implies and demands 
the integral promotion of each human being. … An 
authentic faith – which is never comfortable or completely 
personal – always involves a deep desire to change the 
world, to transmit values, to leave this earth somehow 
better that we found it.  We love this magnificent planet on 
which God has put us, and we love the human family 
which dwells here, with all its tragedies and struggles, its 
hopes and aspirations, its strengths and weaknesses.  The 
earth is our common home and all of us are brothers and 
sisters.  If indeed ‘the just ordering of society and of the 
state is a central responsibility of politics’, the Church 
‘cannot and must not remain on the sidelines in the fight 
for justice’.” (Evangelii Gaudium, 182-3) 
 
In addition, “the United States Constitution protects the 
right of individual believers and religious bodies to 
participate and speak out without government interference, 
favoritism, or discrimination.” (FCFC, 11) 

Why doesn’t the Church endorse 
candidates?  
As a moral voice in the public square, the 
Church must remain independent of any 
political party, faction, or candidate.  Within 
the Church, clergy and laity have different but 
complementary roles.  The charism of the 
clergy is to preach the Gospel message so that 
all may form their consciences properly.   
 
The charism of the laity is to transform the 
culture.  In the political arena, lay men and 
women do this by voting, serving in public 
office, supporting or opposing candidates, 
forming political parties, educating voters, and 
developing or influencing public policy 
between elections. 

Aren’t Catholics supposed to follow their 
individual conscience when voting? 
Yes, but the key is that the individual conscience must be 
well-formed.  As Pope Francis has written, “We should 
recognize how in a culture where each person wants to be 
bearer of his or her own subjective truth, it becomes 
difficult for citizens to devise a common plan which 
transcends individual gain and personal ambitions.”  
(Evangelii Gaudium, 61)   
 
For Catholics, conscience presupposes some knowledge of 
a higher moral law.  This higher or divine law comes to us 
from Scripture, Church teaching, and the natural law. 

THE CHURCH IS NOT A POLITICAL 
POWER, IT’S NOT A PARTY, BUT IT’S A 

MORAL POWER.  SINCE POLITICS 
FUNDAMENTALLY SHOULD BE A 

MORAL ENTERPRISE, THE CHURCH IN 
THIS SENSE HAS SOMETHING TO SAY 

ABOUT POLITICS. 
(Pope Benedict XVI, Interview en route  

to Mexico, March 23, 2012) 

Forming Consciences 

FAITHFUL CITIZENSHIP 2018 
 This series has been prepared by the Wisconsin Catholic Conference as a guide for those who wish to inform their consciences in 
order to participate more fully in the political process.  To learn more about the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops’ Forming 
Consciences for Faithful Citizenship (FCFC), visit www.faithfulcitizenship.org and www.wisconsincatholic.org.                                                                                                                
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What are fundamental moral issues 
that need to be addressed? 
As the U.S. bishops explain in Forming 
Consciences for Faithful Citizenship (FCFC), the 
challenges facing our nation are many.  
However, as the 2015 FCFC “Introductory 
Note” points out, nine areas are particularly 
pressing at this time: 
 

 The ongoing destruction of over one 
million innocent human lives each year by 
abortion. 

 Physician-assisted suicide. 

 The redefinition of marriage – the vital cell 
of society – by the courts, political bodies, 
and increasingly by American culture itself. 

 The excessive consumption of material 
goods and the destruction of natural 
resources, which harm both the 
environment and the poor. 

 The deadly attacks on fellow Christians and 
religious minorities throughout the world. 

 The narrowing redefinition of religious 
freedom, which threatens both individual 
conscience and the freedom of the Church 
to serve. 

 Economic policies that fail to prioritize the 
poor, at home and abroad. 

 A broken immigration system and a 
worldwide refugee crisis. 

 Wars, terror, and violence that threaten 
every aspect of human life and dignity. 

What if  no party or candidate adequately 
addresses these moral issues? 
“Catholics often face difficult choices about how to 
vote.  This is why it is so important to vote 
according to a well-formed conscience that perceives 
the proper relationship among moral goods.  A 
Catholic cannot vote for a candidate who favors a 
policy promoting an intrinsically evil act, such as 
abortion, euthanasia, assisted suicide, deliberately 
subjecting workers or the poor to sub-human living 
conditions, redefining marriage in ways that violate 
its essential meaning, or racist behavior, if the 
voter’s intent is to support that position.  In such 
cases a Catholic would be guilty of formal 
cooperation in grave evil.  At the same time, a voter 
should not use a candidate’s opposition to an 
intrinsic evil to justify indifference or inattentiveness 
to other important moral issues involving human life 
and dignity.” (FCFC, 34) 
 
“There may be times when a Catholic who rejects a 
candidate’s unacceptable position even on policies 
promoting an intrinsically evil act may reasonably 
decide to vote for that candidate for other morally 
grave reasons.  Voting in this way would be 
permissible only for truly grave moral reasons, not 
to advance narrow interests or partisan preferences 
or to ignore a fundamental moral evil.” (FCFC, 35) 
 
“When all candidates hold a position in favor of an 
intrinsic evil, the conscientious voter faces a 
dilemma.  The voter may decide to take the 
extraordinary step of not voting for any candidate 
or, after careful deliberation, may decide to vote for 
the candidate deemed less likely to advance such a 
morally flawed position and more likely to pursue 
other authentic human goods.” (FCFC, 36) 
 
“In making these decisions, it is essential for 
Catholics to be guided by a well-formed conscience 
that recognizes that all issues do not carry the same 
moral weight and that the moral obligation to 
oppose policies promoting intrinsically evil acts has 
a special claim on our consciences and our actions.  
These decisions should take into account a 
candidate’s commitments, character, integrity, and 
ability to influence a given issue.  In the end, this is a 
decision to be made by each Catholic guided by a 
conscience formed by Catholic moral 
teaching.” (FCFC, 37) 

To learn more about the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops’ 
Forming Consciences for Faithful Citizenship (FCFC), visit 
www.faithfulcitizenship.org and www.wisconsincatholic.org. 

WHEN NECESSARY, OUR 
PARTICIPATION SHOULD HELP 

TRANSFORM THE PARTY TO WHICH 
WE BELONG; WE SHOULD NOT LET 

THE PARTY TRANSFORM US IN 
SUCH A WAY THAT WE NEGLECT 
OR DENY FUNDAMENTAL MORAL 

TRUTHS OR APPROVE 
INTRINSICALLY EVIL ACTS. 

(FCFC, 14) 
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What about other human rights?   
“The right to life implies and is linked to other 
human rights – to the basic goods that every 
human person needs to live and thrive.  All the 
life issues are connected, for erosion of respect 
for the life of any individual or group in society 
necessarily diminishes respect for all life.  The 
moral imperative to respond to the needs of 
our neighbors – basic needs such as food, 
shelter, health care, education, and meaningful 
work – is universally binding on our 
consciences and may be legitimately fulfilled by 
a variety of means.  Catholics must seek the 
best ways to respond to these needs.” (FCFC, 
25)  
 
“Catholic teaching about the dignity of life calls 
us to oppose torture, unjust war, and the 
indiscriminate use of drones for violent 
purposes; to prevent genocide and attacks 
against noncombatants; to oppose racism; to 
oppose human trafficking; and to overcome 
poverty and suffering.  Nations are called to 
protect the right to life by seeking effective 
ways to combat evil and terror without 
resorting to armed conflicts except as a last 
resort after all peaceful means have failed, and 
to end the use of the death penalty as a means 
of protecting society from violent crime.  We 
revere the lives of children in the womb, the 
lives of persons dying in war and from 
starvation, and indeed the lives of all human 
beings as children of God.  We stand opposed 
to these and all activities that contribute to 
what Pope Francis has called ‘a throwaway 
culture.’” (FCFC, 45) 

Life & Dignity of the Human Person 

FAITHFUL CITIZENSHIP 2018 
 This series has been prepared by the Wisconsin Catholic Conference as a guide for those who wish to inform their consciences in 

order to participate more fully in the political process.  To learn more about the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops’ Forming 
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HUMAN BEINGS ARE ENDS IN 
THEMSELVES AND NEVER A MEANS OF 
RESOLVING OTHER PROBLEMS.  ONCE 
THIS CONVICTION DISAPPEARS, SO DO 

SOLID AND LASTING FOUNDATIONS FOR 
THE DEFENCE OF HUMAN RIGHTS….  

((Pope Francis, Evangelii Gaudium, 213) 

Why is protecting the unborn of  such 
great importance? 
As Pope Francis explains, “Among the vulnerable 
for whom the Church wishes to care with particular 
love and concern are unborn children, the most 
defenceless and innocent among us.  Nowadays 
efforts are made to deny them their human dignity 
and to do with them whatever one pleases, taking 
their lives and passing laws preventing anyone from 
standing in the way of this. … [T]his defence of 
unborn life is closely linked to the defence of each 
and every other human right.  It involves the 
conviction that a human being is always sacred and 
inviolable, in any situation and at every stage of 
development.”  (Evangelii Gaudium, 213)  
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To learn more about the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops’ 

Forming Consciences for Faithful Citizenship (FCFC), visit 

www.faithfulcitizenship.org and www.wisconsincatholic.org. 

What is a just economy?   
The Church calls on us to use all our spiritual, moral, 
and intellectual energies to create a new order – “a 
society of free work, of enterprise and of participation.  
Such a society is not directed against the market, but 
demands that the market be appropriately controlled 
by the forces of society and by the State, so as to 
guarantee that the basic needs of the whole of society 
are satisfied.” (St. John Paul II, Centesimus Annus, 35) 

 
“Economic decisions and institutions should be 
assessed according to whether they protect or 
undermine the dignity of the human person.  Social 
and economic policies should foster the creation of 
jobs for all who can work with decent working 
conditions and just wages.  Barriers to equal pay and 
employment for women and those facing unjust 
discrimination must be overcome.  Catholic social 
teaching supports the right of workers to choose 
whether to organize, join a union, and bargain 
collectively, and to exercise these rights without 
reprisal.  It also affirms economic freedom, initiative, 
and the right to private property.” (FCFC, 73) 

Poverty & Economic Justice 

What are the effects of  consumerism? 
As Pope Francis has written, “Human beings 
are themselves considered consumer goods to 
be used and then discarded.  We have created a 
‘throw away’ culture which is now spreading.  
… To sustain a lifestyle which excludes others, 
or to sustain enthusiasm for that selfish ideal, a 
globalization of indifference has developed.  
Almost without being aware of it, we end up 
being incapable of feeling compassion at the 
outcry of the poor, weeping for other people’s 
pain, and feeling a need to help them, as though 
all this were someone else’s responsibility and 
not our own.  The culture of prosperity deadens 
us; we are thrilled if the market offers us 
something new to purchase.  In the meantime 
all those lives stunted for lack of opportunity 
seem a mere spectacle; they fail to move 
us.” (Evangelii Gaudium, 53-54) 

THE DIGNITY OF EACH HUMAN 
PERSON AND THE PURSUIT OF 

THE COMMON GOOD ARE 
CONCERNS WHICH OUGHT TO 

SHAPE ALL ECONOMIC POLICIES.  
 (Pope Francis, Evangelii Gaudium, 203) Why is there a growing gap between the 

rich and the poor? 
As Pope Francis has written, “This imbalance is the 
result of ideologies which defend the absolute 
autonomy of the marketplace and financial speculation.  
Consequently, they reject the right of states, charged 
with vigilance for the common good, to exercise any 
form of control. … Debt and the accumulation of 
interest also make it difficult for countries to realize 
the potential of their own economies and keep citizens 
from enjoying their real purchasing power.  To all this 
we can add widespread corruption and self-serving tax 
evasion, which have taken on worldwide 
dimensions.” (Evangelii Gaudium, 56) 

What can we do about poverty? 
Jesus told us that the poor will always be with 
us.  But this does not absolve us from our 
responsibility to help liberate those living in 
poverty.  “Welfare policy should reduce poverty 
and dependency, strengthen family life, and help 
families leave poverty through work, training, 
and assistance with child care, health care, 
housing, and transportation.  Given the link 
between family stability and economic success, 
welfare policy should address both the 
economic and cultural factors that contribute to 
family breakdown.  It should also provide a 
safety net for those who cannot work.  
Improving the Earned Income Tax Credit and 
child tax credits, available as refunds to families 
in greatest need, will help lift low-income 
families out of poverty.” (FCFC, 75) 

http://www.faithfulcitizenship.org
http://www.wisconsincatholic.org


 

Why is religious liberty vital?  
As the Catechism of the Catholic Church teaches, the 
right to religious freedom and freedom of 
conscience is “based on the very nature of the 
human person, whose dignity enables him freely 
to assent to the divine truth….” (no. 2106)  This 
freedom must never be coerced, for to do so is 
to injure human beings in their relationship with 
God. 
 
As Pope Francis has explained, “Our various 
religious traditions serve society primarily by the 
message they proclaim.  They call individuals 
and communities to worship God, the source of 
all life, liberty and happiness. … Our rich 
religious traditions seek to offer meaning and 
direction, ‘they have an enduring power to open 
new horizons, to stimulate thought, to expand 
the mind and heart’ (Evangelii Gaudium, 256).  
They call to conversion, reconciliation, concern 
for the future of society, self-sacrifice in the 
service of the common good, and compassion 
for those in need.  At the heart of their spiritual 
mission is the proclamation of the truth and 
dignity of the human person and all human 
rights.” (Speech at Independence Mall in 
Philadelphia, September 26, 2015) 

What is the state of  religious liberty in 
the U.S.? 
“In the United States, religious freedom generally 
enjoys strong protection in our law and culture, but 
those protections are now in doubt.  For example, 
the longstanding tax exemption of the Church has 
been explicitly called into question at the highest 
levels of government, precisely because of her 
teachings on marriage.  Catholics have a particular 
duty to make sure that protections like these do 
not weaken but instead grow in strength.  This is 
not only to secure the just freedom of the Church 
and the faithful here but also to offer hope and an 
encouraging witness to those who suffer direct and 
even violent religious persecution in countries 
where the protection is far weaker.” (FCFC, 72) 

Religious Liberty 

FROM ENDING THE SLAVE TRADE, TO 
SECURING CIVIL RIGHTS, FROM 

ERECTING HOSPITALS AND SCHOOLS, 
TO HELPING THE UNBORN, THE 

HOMELESS, AND THE HUNGRY — 
PEOPLE OF FAITH HAVE LED THE WAY. 

What about the rights of  nonbelievers? 

As Pope Francis has written, “As believers, we 
also feel close to those who do not consider 
themselves part of any religious tradition, yet 
sincerely seek the truth, goodness and beauty 
which we believe have their highest expression 
and source in God.  We consider them as 
precious allies in the commitment to defending 
human dignity, in building peaceful coexistence 
between peoples and in protecting 
creation.” (Evangelii Gaudium, 257). 

FAITHFUL CITIZENSHIP 2018 
 This series has been prepared by the Wisconsin Catholic Conference as a guide for those who wish to inform their consciences in 
order to participate more fully in the political process.  To learn more about the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops’ Forming 
Consciences for Faithful Citizenship (FCFC), visit www.faithfulcitizenship.org and www.wisconsincatholic.org.                                                                                                                
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Why is the Church committed to 
immigration reform? 
As the Wisconsin bishops wrote in their 2012 
pastoral letter, Traveling Together in Hope: 
 

“As Catholics, we uphold the sanctity and dignity of 
every human life, from conception to natural death.  
We affirm that every human being is created in 
God’s image through His boundless love.  Just as 
we work to protect the innocent unborn, 40 million 
of whom have already lost their lives, so we cannot 
turn our backs on the 12 million immigrants in our 
midst who long to live freely and fully.” 

What immigration reform does the 
Church support? 
“Comprehensive reform … should include a 
broad and fair legalization program with a 
path to citizenship; a work program with 
worker protections and just wages; family 
reunification policies; access to legal 
protections, which include due process 
procedures; refuge for those fleeing 
persecution and violence; and policies to 
address the root causes of migration.  The 
right and responsibility of nations to control 
their borders and to maintain the rule of law 
should be recognized but pursued in a just 
and humane manner.” (FCFC, 81) 

Immigration & Solidarity 

What about people who are in our 
country illegally? 
Wisconsin’s bishops acknowledge that the rule of 
law is essential to maintaining a stable society.  
However, they explain that Americans “have to 
acknowledge that some of our foreign and domestic 
policies and practices have contributed to the illegal 
entry of immigrants.  Our nation’s incessant 
demand for inexpensive goods and services is one 
of the driving forces behind the export of American 
jobs and the hiring of immigrant workers.  Our 
nation is a magnet for immigrants because there is 
work here and because of the international disparity 
in wages.  Our aging population needs younger 
workers.” (Traveling Together in Hope) 

To learn more about the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops’ 

Forming Consciences for Faithful Citizenship (FCFC), visit 

www.faithfulcitizenship.org and www.wisconsincatholic.org. 
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What more can be done to help 
those fleeing poverty, violence, and 
persecution? 
As Pope Francis explains, “The Church 
stands at the side of all who work to defend 
each person’s right to live with dignity, first 
and foremost by exercising the right not to 
emigrate and to contribute to the 
development of one’s country of origin.  
This process should include, from the outset, 
the need to assist the countries which 
migrants and refugees leave.  This will 
demonstrate that solidarity, cooperation, 
international interdependence and the 
equitable distribution of the earth’s goods are 
essential for more decisive efforts, especially 
in areas where migration movements begin, 
to eliminate those imbalances which lead 
people, individually or collectively, to 
abandon their own natural and cultural 
environment.” (Pope Francis, Message for 
World Day of Migrants and Refugees, 2016)  

http://www.faithfulcitizenship.org
http://www.wisconsincatholic.org


Which public policies help families? 
“Policies on taxes, work, divorce, immigration, 
and welfare should uphold the God-given 
meaning and value of marriage and family, help 
families stay together, and reward responsibility 
and sacrifice for children.  Wages should allow 
workers to support their families, and public 
assistance should be available to help poor 
families to live in dignity.  Such assistance should 
be provided in a manner that promotes eventual 
financial autonomy.” (FCFC, 70) 

Marriage & Family 

What rights do children have? 
“Pope Francis has stressed, ‘Children have a 
right to grow up in a family with a father and 
a mother capable of creating a suitable 
environment for the child’s development and 
emotional maturity’ (Address on the 
Complementarity Between Man and Woman, 
Nov. 17, 2014).  Children who may be placed 
in foster care or with adoptive parents have a 
right to be placed in homes with a married 
man and woman, or if not possible, in 
environments that do not contradict the 
authentic meaning of marriage.  Child welfare 
service providers, consistent with their 
religious beliefs, have a right to place children 
in such homes rather than in other 
environments.  We oppose contraceptive and 
abortion mandates in public programs and 
health plans, which endanger rights of 
conscience and can interfere with parents’ 
right to guide the moral formation of their 
children.” (FCFC, 71) 

Why are marriage and family essential? 
“The family founded upon marriage is the basic 
cell of human society.  The role, responsibilities, 
and needs of families should be central national 
priorities.  Marriage must be defined, recognized, 
and protected as a lifelong exclusive commitment 
between a man and a woman, and as the source 
of the next generation and the protective haven 
for children.  The institution of marriage is 
undermined by the ideology of ‘gender’ that 
dismisses sexual difference and the 
complementarity of the sexes and falsely presents 
‘gender’ as nothing more than a social construct 
or psychological reality, which a person may 
choose at variance with his or her biological 
reality (see Compendium of the Social Doctrine of the 
Church, no. 224).  As Pope Francis has taught, ‘the 
removal of [sexual] difference creates a problem, 
not a solution’ (General Audience, April 22, 
2015). … This affirmation in no way 
compromises the Church’s opposition to unjust 
discrimination against those who experience 
‘deep-seated homosexual tendencies,’ who ‘must 
be accepted with respect, compassion, and 
sensitivity’ (Catechism of the Catholic Church, no. 
2358).” (FCFC, 70) 

 FAITHFUL CITIZENSHIP 2018 
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What about ensuring that fewer people 
are born into poverty?  
As Pope Francis explains, “Instead of resolving 
the problems of the poor and thinking of how the 
world can be different, some can only propose a 
reduction in the birth rate.  At times, developing 
countries face forms of international pressure 
which make economic assistance contingent on 
certain policies of ‘reproductive health’….  To 
blame population growth instead of extreme and 
selective consumerism on the part of some, is one 
way of refusing to face the issues.  It is an attempt 
to legitimize the present model of distribution, 
where a minority believes that it has the right to 
consume in a way which can never be 
universalized, since the planet could not even 
contain the waste products of such consumption.  
Besides, we know that approximately a third of all 
food produced is discarded, and ‘whenever food 
is thrown out it is as if it were stolen from the 
table of the poor’.  Still, attention needs to be paid 
to imbalances in population density, on both 
national and global levels, since a rise in 
consumption would lead to complex regional 
situations, as a result of the interplay between 
problems linked to environmental pollution, 
transport, waste treatment, loss of resources and 
quality of life.” (Laudato Si’, 50) 

Care for Creation 

What can we do to protect the 
natural environment and to assist 
the poor?   
“Protecting the land, water, and air we share 

is a religious duty of stewardship and reflects 
our responsibility to born and unborn 
children, who are most vulnerable to 
environmental assault. … There are many 
concrete steps we can take to assure justice 
and solidarity between the generations. …  
Our Conference offers a distinctive call to 

seriously address global climate change, 
focusing on the virtue of prudence, pursuit of 
the common good, and the impact on the 
poor, particularly on vulnerable workers and 
the poorest nations.  The United States 
should lead in contributing to the sustainable 
development of poorer nations and 
promoting greater justice in sharing the 
burden of environmental blight, neglect, and 
recovery.  It is important that we address the 
rising number of migrants who are uprooted 
from their homeland as a consequence of 
environmental degradation and climate 
change.  They are not currently recognized as 
refugees under any existing international 
convention and are thus not afforded legal 
protections that ought to be due to them.” 
(FCFC, 86) 

ALONG WITH THE IMPORTANCE OF 
LITTLE EVERYDAY GESTURES, SOCIAL 
LOVE MOVES US TO DEVISE LARGER 

STRATEGIES TO HALT 
ENVIRONMENTAL DEGRADATION AND 
TO ENCOURAGE A ‘CULTURE OF CARE’ 
WHICH PERMEATES ALL OF SOCIETY.  

(Pope Francis, Laudato Si’, 231) 

To learn more about the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops’ 

Forming Consciences for Faithful Citizenship (FCFC), visit 

www.faithfulcitizenship.org and www.wisconsincatholic.org. 
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

DIOCESE OF SUPERIOR 

August 2018 

 

                     

6-28-18 

 

Sunday- 7/29/18- TOTUS TUUS 

Friday    8/3/18 Location: St. Patrick Church, Hudson  

Contact Chris Hurtubise: churtubise@catholicdos.org; 715-234-5044 

 

Sunday- 7/29/18- TOTUS TUUS 

Friday    8/3/18 Location: Our Lady of the Lake Church, Ashland 

    Contact Chris Hurtubise: churtubise@catholicdos.org; 715-234-5044 

 

Tuesday 8/7/18  ST. PIUS PRIEST FUND MEETING   

  10:30 a  Location: St. Joseph Church, Rice Lake 

    Contact Fr. Andrew Ricci: paparicci@gmail.com; 715-392-8511 

 

Wednesday 8/8/18                NEW PRINCIPAL ORIENTATION 

               Location:  Bishop Hammes Center, Haugen 

    Contact Peggy Schoenfuss: pschoenfuss@catholicdos.org; 715-234-5044 

 

Wednesday 8/8/18  ST. ANDREW DINNER/VOCATION TO THE PRIESTHOOD 

  5:30 p  Location:  St. Mary Church, Tomahawk 

    Contact Kay Berg: dreyouth@smctomahawk.com; 715-453-2878 

 

Friday  8/10/18 WCRIS TEACHER CONFERENCE  

    Wisconsin Council of Religious & Independent Schools  
    Contact Peggy Schoenfuss: pschoenfuss@catholicdos.org; 715-234-5044 

 

Friday-  8/10/18- SCHOOL OF SERVANT LEADERSHIP WEEKEND COURSE #1 

Saturday 8/11/18 Topic: Discipline of Theological Reflection 

    Location: St. Anthony Parish Hall, Tony 

    Contact Christine Newkirk: cnewkirk@catholicdos.org; 715-394-0204 

 

Monday 8/13/18               PARISH CATECHETICAL LEADER ORIENTATION 

               Location:  Bishop Hammes Center, Haugen 

    Contact Peggy Schoenfuss: pschoenfuss@catholicdos.org; 715-234-5044 

 

Wednesday 8/15/18 SOLEMNITY of the ASSUMPTION of the BLESSED VIRGIN MARY 
    Holy Day of Obligation   

 

Wednesday- 8/15/18- SCHOOL SMDP SEMINAR & PRINCIPAL MEETING 

Thursday 8/16/18 Strategic Management & Development Program 

    Location: St. Joseph, Rice Lake  

Contact Peggy Schoenfuss: pschoenfuss@catholicdos.org; 715-234-5044 

 

Friday-  8/17/18- RETROUVAILLE WEEKEND 

Sunday 8/19/18 www.HelpOurMarriage.com 

    Location:   St. Anthony Spirituality Center, Marathon 
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Saturday 8/18/18 PASSION & PURPOSE for MARRIAGE 

  8:00 a  Speaker: Dr. Allen Hunt 

    Location: Holy Family Church, Woodruff; 715-356-6284 

    Contact for tickets: https://dynamiccatholic.com/events/passion-and-purpose-

    for-marriage or call 859-980-7900.  

 

Saturday- 8/18/18- CATHOLIC SERVICES APPEAL KICKOFF (CSA) 

Sunday 8/19/18 Summer Visitor Parishes 

 

Sunday- 8/19/18- PARISH CATECHETICAL LEADER CONFERENCE 

Tuesday 8/21/18 Location: AmeriVu, Rice Lake 

Contact Peggy Schoenfuss: pschoenfuss@catholicdos.org; 715-234-5044 

 

Thursday 8/23/18 NEW SCHOOL TEACHER ORIENTATION 

    Location: St. Joseph Church, Rice Lake  

Contact Peggy Schoenfuss: pschoenfuss@catholicdos.org; 715-234-5044 

 

Friday-  8/25/18- DIACONATE CONVOCATION  

Sunday 8/26/18 Location: St. Patrick Church, Hudson  

    Contact Deacon John Grek: jgrek@catholicdos.org; 715-394-0235 

     

Sunday  8/26/18  DIACONATE ORDINATION of THOMAS KROLL 

  4:00 p  Location: St. Patrick Church, Hudson 

    Contact Deacon John Grek: jgrek@catholicdos.org; 715-394-0235 

  

Tuesday 8/28/18            PRESBYTERAL COUNCIL MEETING 

  11:00 a             Location: St. Joseph Church, Hayward 

                                                Contact Fr. Gerald Harris: pastor@stbparish.com; 715-425-1870 or 

                                                Fr. James Tobolski: jtobolski@catholicdos.org; 715-394-0207 

 

Tuesday 8/28/18 FEAST DAY OF DIOCESAN PATRON/  

    ST. AUGUSTINE OF HIPPO 
    http://www.ncregister.com/blog/jimmy-akin/st.-augustine-10-things-to-know-and-share  
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

DIOCESE OF SUPERIOR 

September 2018 

 

Monday 9/3/18  LABOR DAY 

    Chancery Closed 

Friday-  9/7/18  SCHOOL OF SERVANT LEADERSHIP COURSE 2 

Saturday 6:00-9 p Theme:  Foundations in Servant Leadership 

  9/8/18  Location:  St. Anthony Church Hall, Tony 

  8:30-4 p Contact Chris Newkirk: 715-394-0240; cnewkirk@catholicdos.org  

 

Monday 9/10/18- ANNUAL RETREAT FOR PRIESTS 

  9/13/18 Retreat Director:  Fr. Paul Lickteig, S.J. 

Location:  Heartwood Conference Center, Trego 

    Contact Fr. Kevin Gordon:  715-913-0183; kgordon@catholicdos.org 

 

Monday 9/10/18 FALL REGIONAL WORKSHOP 

  6:30-9p Topic:  Laying the Groundwork 

    Location:  Our Lady of the Lake, Ashland 

    Contact Peggy Schoenfuss: 715-234-5044; pschoenfuss@catholicdos.org 

 

Tuesday 9/11/18 FALL REGIONAL WORKSHOP 

  6:30-9p Topic:  Laying the Groundwork 

    Location:  Holy Family, Woodruff 

    Contact Peggy Schoenfuss: 715-234-5044; pschoenfuss@catholicdos.org 

 

Thursday 9/13/18 PRINCIPAL & PASTOR ORIENTATION 

    Location:  Online via Go-to-Meeting 

    Contact Peggy Schoenfuss: 715-234-5044; pschoenfuss@catholicdos.org 

 

Thursday 9/13/18 NEW SCHOOL TEACHER ORIENTATION 

    Location:  Online via Go-to-Meeting 

    Contact Peggy Schoenfuss: 715-234-5044; pschoenfuss@catholicdos.org 

 

Saturday- 9/15/18 CSA GENERAL KICK OFF WEEKEND 

Sunday 9/16/18 Contact Steve Tarnowski:  715-394-0223; starnowski@catholicdos.org 

 

Sunday 9/16/18 CATECHETICAL SUNDAY 

    Theme:  Enlisting Witnesses for Jesus Christ 
http://www.usccb.org/beliefs-and-teachings/how-we-teach/catechesis/catechetical-sunday/index.cfm 
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Monday 9/17/18 FALL REGIONAL WORKSHOP 

  6:30-9p Topic:  Laying the Groundwork 

    Location:  St. Patrick, Hudson 

    Contact Peggy Schoenfuss: 715-234-5044; pschoenfuss@catholicdos.org 

 

Tuesday 9/18/18 FALL REGIONAL WORKSHOP 

  6:30-9p Topic:  Laying the Groundwork 

    Location:  St. Peter, Cameron 

    Contact Peggy Schoenfuss: 715-234-5044; pschoenfuss@catholicdos.org 

 

Thursday 9/20/18 FALL REGIONAL WORKSHOP 

  6:30-9p Topic:  Laying the Groundwork 

    Location:  St. Francis Xavier, Merrill 

    Contact Peggy Schoenfuss: 715-234-5044; pschoenfuss@catholicdos.org 

       

Friday-  9/21/18 LAY LEADER OF PRAYER INITIAL FORMATION WORKSHOP 

Saturday 9/22/18 Presenters:  Sr. Marla Lang-FSPA, Pat Pintens & Paul Birch 

Location:  St. Anthony of Padua, Park Falls 

    Contact Paul Birch:  715-394-0233; pbirch@catholicdos.org 

 

Monday 9/24/18 NATURAL FAMILY PLANNING INTRODUCTORY SESSION 

  7:00 p  Northland Family Programs 

    Call to Register:  218-786-2378 or 1-800-842-0279 

 

Wednesday- 9/26/18 40 DAYS FOR LIFE 

Sunday 11/4/18 Sign up for a time to pray at:  https://40daysforlife.com 

 

Wednesday 9/26/18 IGNITE YOUTH RALLY   

  6:00-9 p Location:  St. Bridget, River Falls 

    Registration Form:  http://5291.sites.ecatholic.com/diocesan-youth-rallies 

 

Saturday 9/29/18 GOD’S GIFT – TO LOVE EVERY BODY 2018 

  8:00-3p Theme:  There’s a Hole in Our Soul 

    Presenters:  Vicki Thorn and Fr. David Neuschwander 

    Location:  WITC Conference Center, Superior 

    Contact 715-392-2937; godsgift2017@catholicdos.org 

    Online Registration:  https://catholicdos.org/gods-gift-1 
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WISCONSIN PASTORAL HANDBOOK CHANGES 

Additions/Changes 

 August 2018  

The following underlined sections are changes to the 2018 Wisconsin Pastoral Handbook;  

Red = Delete, Green = Add, Blue = Change 
 

F-9 PARISHES 

 AMERY 

 ST. JOSEPH 

 Pastor:     Rev. Eugene Murphy     Change 

F-9 PARISHES 

 BALSAM LAKE 

 OUR LADY OF THE LAKES 

 Pastor:    Rev. Eugene Murphy     Change 

F-10 PARISHES 

 BLOOMVILLE 

 ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST  

 Pastor:      Very Rev. Christopher Kemp    Change 

F-12  PARISHES 

 EAGLE RIVER 

 ST. PETER THE FISHERMAN  

 Pastor:     Rev. Patrick McConnell    Change 

F15 PARISHES 

LAC DU FLAMBEAU 

ST. ANTHONY OF PADUA 

Pastor:     Rev. Ronald Serrao     Change 

F-16 PARISHES 

 MANITOWISH WATERS 

 OUR LADY QUEEN OF PEACE 

 Pastor:     Rev. Ronald Serrao     Change 

F-16 PARISHES 

 MERCER 

 ST. ISAAC JOGUES & COMPANIONS 

 Pastor:     Rev. Ronald Serrao     Change 

F-16 PARISHES 

 MERRILL 

 ST. FRANCIS XAVIER 

 Pastor:     Very Rev. Christopher Kemp    Change 
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F-16 PARISHES  

 NEW POST 

 ST. IGNATIUS   

 Mail:  13891 West Mission Road, Stone Lake, 54876  Change 

F-18  PARISHES 

 RESERVE 

 ST. FRANCIS SOLANUS 

 Mail:  13891 West Mission Road, Stone Lake, 54876  Change 

F-20 PARISHES 

 STONE LAKE 

 ST. PHILIP 

 Mail:  13891 West Mission Road, Stone Lake, 54876  Change 

F-21 PARISHES 

 SUGAR CAMP 

 ST. KUNEGUNDA OF POLAND  

 Pastor:     Rev. Patrick McConnell    Change 

F-21 PARISHES  

 THREE LAKES 

 ST. THERESA 

 Pastor:     Rev. Patrick McConnell    Change 

F-23 PARISHES 

WINTER 

ST. PETER   Fax:  715-266-3442     Change 

F-23 PARISHES 

 WOODRUFF 

 HOLY FAMILY 

 Pastor:     Rev. Aaron Devett     Change 



AUGUST 2018 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 

Bishop James P. 

Powers 

2 

Rev. Barg               

Anderson 

3 

Rev. Ed               

Anderson 

4 

Rev. John             

Anderson 

5 

Rev. Michael 

Crisp 

6 

Rev. Aaron                 

Devett 

7 

Very Rev.                

John Gerritts 

8 

Very Rev.              

Kevin Gordon 

9 

Rev. Gerald 

Hagen  

10 

Rev. Gerald  

Harris 

11 

Rev. Michael 

Hayden 

12 

Rev. Gregory 

Hopefl 

13 

Very Rev.             

Philip Juza 

14 

Rev. Donald 

Kania 

15                              

Very Rev.   

Christopher 

Kemp 

16 

Rev. Sangmoon 

Kim 

17 

Rev. James        

Kinney 

18 

Rev. Adam               

Laski 

19 

Rev. John 

Long 

20 

Rev. Patrick 

McConnell 

21 

Rev. Eugene 

Murphy 

22 

Rev. David 

Neuschwander 

23 

Rev. Shaji               

Pazhukkathara 

24 

Rev. Richard 

Rhinehart 

25 

Rev. Andrew 

Ricci 

26 

Rev. Samuel 

Schneider 

27 

Rev. Ronald 

Serrao 

28 

Rev. Thomas 

Thompson 

29 

Very Rev. 

James Tobolski 

30 

Rev. Michael 

Tupa 

31 

Rev. Gerard 

Willger 

 

D IOCESE OF SUPERIOR , WI - DAYS OF PRAYER FOR CLERGY , RELIGIOUS & LAY LEADERS 

Debra Lieberg, Chancellor 
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Superior, WI  54880 

Eternal Father, Thank you for the clergy, seminarians, religious women, staff & lay 
leaders in our Diocese. I lift them all up to you, but especially,       (name) _ today. 
Sanctify him. Heal and guide him. Continue to mold him  into the likeness  and holi-
ness of Your Son, Jesus, the Eternal High Priest. May his  life be pleasing to You.                       
In Jesus' Name I pray. Amen. 

 



SEPTEMBER 2018 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1 

Rev. James  

Bartelme 

2 

Rev. William 

Brenna 

3 

Rev. James 

Brinkman 

4 

Rev. Hugh  

Briody 

5 

Rev. Frederick 

Brost 

6 

Rev. Dean 

Buttrick 

7 

Rev. Bernard 

Byrne 

8 

Rev. William 

Cary 

9 

Rev. Daniel 

Dahlberg 

10 

Rev. John 

Drummy 

11 

Rev. Kevin  

Farrell 

12 

Rev. William 

Green 

13 

Rev. J. Patrick 

Hardy 

14 

Rev. Virgil  

Heinen 

15 

Monsignor 

Philip Heslin 

16 

Rev. James 

Hoffman 

17 

Rev. James 

Horath 

18 

Rev. Eugene 

Hornung 

19 

Rev. Joseph 

Kelchak 

20 

Rev. Joseph 

Kleinheinz 

21 

Rev. Robert 

Koszarek 

22 

Rev. Ronald 

Levra 

23 

Rev. David  

Lusson 

24 

Rev. Dennis 

Meulemans 

25 

Monsignor Ed 
Meulemans 

26 

Rev. Dennis 

Mullen 

27 

Rev. William 

Murphy 

28 

Rev. David 

Oberts 

29 

Rev. Joseph 

Trinka 

30 

Rev. Bala Reddy 

Allam 
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Eternal Father, Thank you for the clergy, seminarians, religious women, staff & lay 
leaders in our Diocese. I lift them all up to you, but especially,       (name) _ today. 
Sanctify him. Heal and guide him. Continue to mold him  into the likeness  and holi-
ness of Your Son, Jesus, the Eternal High Priest. May his  life be pleasing to You.                       
In Jesus' Name I pray. Amen. 



DIOCESE OF SUPERIOR CONTACT INFORMATION 
CHANCERY 715-392-2937                    

Powers, Very Rev. James  715-394-0205  Bishop        dlieberg@catholicdos.org   

Lieberg, Debra                 715-394-0205  Bishop’s Executive Secretary/Chancellor    dlieberg@catholicdos.org    

 Jacobson, Patricia (Tricia) 715-394-0225  Administrative Assist.: Chancellor, Director of Admin., Safe Environment  pjacobson@catholicdos.org  

Gordon, Very Rev. Kevin   715-913-0183  Episcopal Vicar for Clergy     kgordon@catholicdos.org      

  Holt, Patti    715-394-0209  Administrative Assistant/Marriage Tribunal Office Manager  pholt@catholicdos.org  

Blank, Daniel   715-394-0211        Director of Administrative Services     dblank@catholicdos.org 

Jacobson, Patricia (Tricia) 715-394-0225  Administrative Assist.: Director of Admin., Chancellor, Safe Environment pjacobson@catholicdos.org    

, Adam    715-394-0220  Buildings & Grounds: Supervisor/Engineer    astrugala@catholicdos.org    Strugala

Thom, Bonita      715-392-2937  Receptionist             bthom@catholicdos.org     

CATHOLIC FORMATION                 

Drinkwine, Kathy   715-394-0216  Administrative Services Coordinator, Safe Environment  kdrinkwine@catholicdos.org    

 Jacobson, Patricia (Tricia) 715-394-0225  Administrative Assist.: Safe Environment, Director of Admin., Chancellor pjacobson@catholicdos.org 

ECCLESIAL MINISTRY & CONSULTATION               

Newkirk, Christine   715-394-0204  Dir. of Ecclesial Ministries, Consultation, Diaconate Prep. & Lay Ministry  cnewkirk@catholicdos.org    

     Roe, Janelle   715-394-0212  Admin. Assist.: Consultation, Diaconate, Lay Ministry &Worship  jroe@catholicdos.org  

FINANCE   715- 392-7571                

French, Larry    715-394-0221  Director of Finance       lfrench@catholicdos.org 

Gronski, Cindy    715-394-0230  Assistant Finance Director      cgronski@catholicdos.org     

Kroseman, Bernadine   715-394-0232  Insurance Supervisor      bkroseman@catholicdos.org 

  Kossic, Christine (Kriz) 715-394-0236  Administrative Assistant      ckossic@catholicdos.org   

Petrey, Sheryl    715-394-0210  Accounting Clerk /Payables     spetrey@catholicdos.org 

PERMANENT DIACONATE                 

Grek, Deacon John  715-394-0235  Director of Diaconal Life      jgrek@catholicdos.org  

  Roe, Janelle   715-394-0212  Admin. Assist.:  Diaconate, Consultation, Lay Ministry &Worship  jroe@catholicdos.org  

RESPECT LIFE                 

Thom, Bonita   715-394-0206  Director of Respect Life      bthom@catholicdos.org  

  Roe, Janelle   715-394-0212  Assistant       jroe@catholicdos.org  

STEWARDSHIP & DEVELOPMENT               

Tarnowski, Steve   715-394-0223  Director of Stewardship & Development    starnowski@catholicdos.org 

  Lovejoy, Cathy  715-394-0226  Capital Campaign, CSA Data Entry     clovejoy@catholicdos.org  

TRIBUNAL                   

Tobolski, Very Rev. James  715-394-0207  Judicial Vicar/Vicar General     jtobolski@catholicdos.org    

Thompson, Rev. Thomas  715-394-0234  Defender of the Bond                                                          tthompson@catholicdos.org 

Holt, Patti    715-394-0209  Marriage Tribunal Office Manager     pholt@catholicdos.org  

WORSHIP                    
Birch, Paul   715-394-0233  Director of the Office of Worship     pbirch@catholicdos.org 

     Roe, Janelle   715-394-0212  Admin. Assist.:, Lay Ministry &Worship, Diaconate, Consultation jroe@catholicdos.org  

CATHOLIC HERALD  715-392-8268                 

Kasper, Marcy   715-394-0214  Office Manager       mkasper@catholicdos.org   

Draper, Anita    715-394-0213  Editor/Staff Writer      adraper@catholicdos.org  

Snarski, Jenny   248-310-4473  Reporter /Writer       jsnarski@catholicdos.org cat 
CATHOLIC MUTUAL INSURANCE                
Altmann, Paul    715-394-0222  Claims Risk Manager      paltmann@catholicmutual.org 
BISHOP HAMMES CENTER   315 West Fifth Street,  PO Box 280,  HAUGEN, WI  54841    715-234-5044     
Schoenfuss, Peggy   715-234-5044  Superintendent of Schools/Dir. of Dept. of Catholic Formation  pschoenfuss@catholicdos.org    

Hurtubise, Chris   715-234-5044  Associate Director of Catholic Formation    churtubise@catholicdos.org       

Busse, Grace   715-234-5044  Administrative Assistant                                                   gbusse@catholicdos.org    
 

Chancery Fax 

Numbers 
 

Front Office 

715-392-2015 

 

Bishop’s Office 

715-395-3149 

 

Charter 

715-392-1042 

 

Finance 

715-395-3758 

 

Catholic Herald 

715-392-8656 

 

Catholic Mutual 

715-392-1098 

 

Bishop Hammes 

Center 

715-234-5241 
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      NAME    POSITION      EMAIL ADDRESS  DIRECT LINE 
         

Altmann, Paul  Catholic Mutual Claims Risk Manager   paltmann@catholicmutual.org 715-394-0222     

 Birch, Paul   Director of the Office of Worship    pbirch@catholicdos.org  715-394-0233 

Blank, Daniel  Director of Administrative Services    dblank@catholicdos.org  715-394-0211 

Busse, Grace   Administrative Assistant: Bishop Hammes Center  gbusse@catholicdos.org  715-234-5044      

Draper, Anita  Catholic Herald Editor/Staff Writer    adraper@catholicdos.org  715-394-0213 

Drinkwine, Kathy  Administrative Services Coordinator, Safe Environment kdrinkwine@catholicdos.org 715-394-0216    

French, Larry  Director of Finance     lfrench@catholicdos.org  715-394-0221  

Gordon, Very Rev. Kevin Episcopal Vicar for Clergy    kgordon@catholicdos.org  715-913-0183    

  Grek, Deacon John  Director of Diaconal Life     jgrek@catholicdos.org  715-394-0235 

Gronski, Cindy  Assistant Finance Director     cgronski@catholicdos.org  715-394-0230      

Holt, Patti   Marriage Tribunal Office Manager    pholt@catholicdos.org  715-394-0209 

Hurtubise, Chris  Associate Director of Catholic Formation                 churtubise@catholicdos.org 715-234-5044     

Jacobson, Patricia (Tricia) Admin. Asst.: Admin., Safe Environment, Chancellor  pjacobson@catholicdos.org 715-394-0225 

Kasper, Marcy  Catholic Herald Office Manager    mkasper@catholicdos.org  715-394-0214 

Kossic, Christine (Kriz) Administrative Assistant     ckossic@catholicdos.org  715-394-0236     

Kroseman, Bernadine  Insurance Supervisor     bkroseman@catholicdos.org 715-394-0232     

 Lieberg, Debra  Bishop’s Executive Secretary/Chancellor   dlieberg@catholicdos.org  715-394-0205     

Lovejoy, Cathy  Capital Campaign, CSA Data Entry    clovejoy@catholicdos.org  715-394-0226 

Newkirk, Christine  Dir. of Ecclesial Ministries, Consultation, Diac. Prep. & Lay Min.  cnewkirk@catholicdos.org              715-394-0204   

Petrey, Sheryl  Accounting/Payables     spetrey@catholicdos.org  715-394-0210    

Powers, Bishop James  Bishop       dlieberg@catholicdos.org   715-394-0205    

Roe, Janelle   Admin. Assist. Consultation, Diaconate, Lay Min., Worship jroe@catholicdos.org  715-394-0212    

Schoenfuss, Peggy  Superintendent of Schools/Dir. of Dept. of Catholic Formation  pschoenfuss@catholicdos.org 715-234-5044 

Snarski, Jenny  Catholic Herald Reporter     jsnarski@catholicdos.org  248-310-4473 

Strugala, Adam  Buildings & Grounds:  Supervisor/Engineer   astrugala@catholicdos.org  715-394-0220     

Tarnowski, Steve  Director of Stewardship & Development   starnowski@catholicdos.org 715-394-0223 

Thom, Bonita  Receptionist/ Director of Respect Life   bthom@catholicdos.org 715-392-2937; 715-394-0206      

Thompson, Rev. Thomas Director of Vocations & Seminarians/Defender of the Bond tthompson@catholicdos.org 715-394-0234     

Tobolski, Very Rev. James Marriage Tribunal Judicial Vicar/Vicar General  jtobolski@catholicdos.org  715-394-0207    

     
 

   *Bishop Hammes Center Staff    

 

 

      Bishop Hammes Center Address FAX #’S                                                                                                                                        

           315 West Fifth Street    Bishop Office  715-395-3149   

           P.O. Box 280     Bishop Hammes Center  715-234-5241  

           Haugen, WI  54841    Catholic Formation 715-392-1042  

            Phone:  715-234-5044   Catholic Herald  715-392-8656  

            Fax:      715-234-5241   Catholic Mutual   715-392-1098 

        Chancery (Front Office) 715-392-2015  

        Finance   715-395-3758 

mailto:dblank@catholicdos.org
mailto:adraper@catholicdos.org
mailto:lfrench@catholicdos.org
mailto:jgrek@catholicdos.org
mailto:churtubise@catholicdos.org
mailto:ckossic@catholicdos.org
mailto:dlieberg@catholicdos.org
mailto:jroe@catholicdos.org
mailto:jsnarski@catholicdos.org
mailto:bthom@catholicdos.org
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Bring faith to life. Find life in faith.

“I am the bread of life,” Jesus said to 
those who sought him after the 
multiplication of loaves and fish. 
“The bread that I will give is my flesh 
for the life of the world.” In many 
ways, Jesus’ words are as 
confounding now as then. The 
crowd was not sure what to make of 
it all. Some left. Others were filled 
with awe. Simon Peter spoke for the 
Twelve when he said, “Master, to 
whom shall we go? You have the 
words of eternal life. We have come 
to believe and are convinced that 

you are the Holy One of God.” (Jn 
6:24-60) 

Like the disciples who gathered on 
the hillside, we, too, may be 
confounded by the Lord. Every time 
we participate in the Eucharist, we 
hear the Lord’s voice in the 
proclamation of the readings and 
the homily. We share in the Lord’s 
presence in Holy Communion.  

How is it possible that the bread and 
wine become Christ’s body and 
blood? How can we, unworthy 
though we are, receive this precious 
gift?  

Those who remained with Jesus did 
not allow themselves to stumble on 
the incredible mystery of God’s love 
they experienced in Jesus, but rather 
risked putting their faith in him. Even 
though they did not understand, 
they reflected on what they saw and 
heard, the moments of forgiveness, 
healing, and love, and trusted that 

their experience was real and true. 
They became convinced that Jesus 
is the Holy One of God. We can 
learn from them and do likewise. We 
can reflect on what we hear and 
experience in the liturgy and the 
goodness that surrounds us, and put 
our faith in Christ, the Holy One of 
God, who gives himself for the life of 
the world. 

Lord, to whom shall we go?  
You alone have the words of eternal life.

Taste and see the 
goodness of the Lord

…

IMPACT
AUGUST, 2018

Impact this Month 

At Sunday Mass this month, we 
sing Psalm 34 with its refrain, 
“Taste and see the goodness of 
the Lord.”  

We see and experience the 
Lord’s goodness each and every 
day - in the love of family and 
friends; the beauty of creation; 
the kindness of strangers; the 
unexpected and unearned 
moments of grace; the 
recognition of our gifts and 
talents; the feeling of closeness 
in serving others; and in a very 
special way, in receiving Holy 
Communion. 

Reflect on this throughout the 
coming weeks. In what ways do 
you see and experience the 
goodness of the Lord? 
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!2 Bring faith to life. Find life in faith.

“Goodness always tends to spread. Every authentic 
experience of truth and goodness seeks by its very nature to 
grow within us, and any person who has experienced a 
profound liberation becomes more sensitive to the needs of 
others. As it expands, goodness takes root and develops. If 
we wish to lead a dignified and fulfilling life, we have to 
reach out to others and seek their good...The Gospel offers 
us the chance to live life on a higher plane, but with no less 
intensity: ‘Life grows by being given away, and it weakens in 
isolation and comfort. Indeed, those who enjoy life most are 
those who leave security on the shore and become excited 
by the mission of communicating life to others’.”  

—Pope Francis, The Joy of the Gospel, 9,10

On August 26, we hear how Joshua gathered the 
people together to renew their covenant with the Lord, 
asking them to declare their commitment to serve God 
rather than the idols of the nations that surrounded 
them. Joshua stated, “As for me and my house, we will 
serve the Lord.” (Jos 24:1-2a, 15-17, 18b) We, too, are 
called to declare and live our faith in God, boldly 
renouncing the idols that lure us away from God and 
God’s ways and living abundantly in the Word of God. 

Any time we think about our food sources, especially at this time of growing and harvest in North America, we have a 
beautiful analogy for abundance. What we put into our soil is what we see in our fruit. If we tend the soil of our lives with God’s 

word, humility, love, and attentiveness, our roots, stems and leaves will stay strong when the storms of life roll through. 
Furthermore, abundance is not always quantity, but quality. When a crop is well-rotated and a soil is well-fertilized its fruit will be 
sweet if not always plentiful. When we place our trust in the Lord our fruits are not always more time or more energy, but more 
patience and deeper understanding. 

The people whom Joshua gathered had experienced the abundance of the Lord, from their escape from slavery in Egypt, 
water that flowed from the rock, manna that gave them daily nourishment, and entry into the promised land. In seeing the hand 
of God in the circumstances of their lives, they responded by putting their faith in the One whose goodness they had known, 
“Therefore we also will serve the Lord, for he is our God.” 

Like a bucket, life eventually overflows and overwhelms, but the question is what flows from your bucket? Stress, anger, 
sadness, despair? Or instead love, charity, humility and patience? See God’s hand in the goodness that surrounds you. Let this 
recognition grow within you, draw you to the One who provides it, and respond by sharing and serving others with glad and 
generous hearts. You, too, know the Lord’s abundant goodness!

Goodness overflows

Goodness tends to spread



   

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

The Diocese of Superior Respect Life Office presents: 

           
      

 
 

 

September 29, 2018 
Saturday: WITC Conference Center  

                              

   Vicki Thorn 
                                          Using scientific studies, Vicki Thorn shares how men and women are inherently different, yet are built to   

    complement each other. She explains the biochemistry of sex, the problems of the sexual revolution and the  

    fascinating science of attraction. Using biological data, she shows that the Church's teaching on sexual morality 
      is not outdated and has significant benefits for the physical, mental and spiritual well-being of men and women  
    today. Vicki Thorn is the founder of Project Rachel and the Executive Director of the National office of                                    
    Post-Abortion Reconciliation & Healing in Milwaukee. Her work has led her to research how   

      people fall in love and bond to each other.  
 

                                Fr. David Neuschwander 
A native of Hudson, Fr. David Neuschwander was ordained in 2014 for the Diocese of Superior. In July, he was 
assigned as Associate pastor for the Superior Cathedral Cluster. He attended the University of St. Thomas and  
Mundelein Seminary.  Fr David speaks on our first vocation, which is to LOVE. As a pillar of the Vocations team 
for the Diocese of Superior, Fr. David brings a fresh presence to youth and converts hearts with his enthusiasm. 
  

  REGISTER ONLINE: HTTP://BIT.LY/GGSUPERIOR 
 

 

 
 

 

 

Opportunities for: 
Confession  

Eucharistic Adoration    

There’s a Hole 
in Our Soul. 

There’s a Hole 
in Our Soul. 

http://bit.ly/ggsuperior


The Diocese of Superior Respect Life Office Presents: 

God’s Gift: There’s a Hole in our Soul  
 

 
 
 
 
 

Saturday, September 29th God’s Gift Conference 
WITC Conference Center 

Doors open at 8am 
 

  9am   Keynote by Fr. David Neuschwander  

10am  Vicki Thorn Session I  

12pm   Lunch Provided  

  1pm   Vicki Thorn Session II  

  4pm   Vigil Mass at Cathedral of Christ the King  1111 Belknap Street 
 

Exhibitors, Family Room, Adoration, and Confession available 

      

Register Online: http://bit.ly/ggsuperior 

Email: godsgift@catholicdos.org          

Respect Life Office: 715-392-2937 
 

 

Name 

Address 

Email 

Phone 

Parish 
 

Registration includes Lunch and Tshirt:                                         
 

        Preorder T-shirt:   M  L   XL   XXL    

  Saturday Adult ($30)     (Circle one) Pick up day  at event  

  Saturday Teen/College ($10)  
Scholarships Available 
 

 

 

Register by September 20, 2018. Limited seating! 
Total Enclosed $___________________________ 

 

*Previously advertised Friday night portion has been cancelled.  
Attend the Prolife Ministries of Duluth MN event. 

http://prolife4duluth.com/events.html 

 600 North 21st Street, Superior WI

Return Registration 

to: God’s Gift 

Diocese of Superior 

PO Box 969                              

 Superior, WI 54880

Free Event Parking! 

http://bit.ly/ggsuperior
http://prolife4duluth.com/events.html
http://prolife4duluth.com/events.html


 

PROJECT   
ANDREW 
DINNER 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

August 8, 2018 
5:30 pm 
St. Mary’s Catholic Church 
Tomahawk, Wisconsin 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

An Evening of 
Opportunity to 
Discern God’s Call  
in Your Life  

Open to  
Young Men: 
 

• High School 
• College 
• Young Adult 
 

And Their Parents 
 

Talks          Dinner         Evening Prayer 



Retrouvaille is a lifeline of hope and healing for struggling marriages. It is a three-phase 
program that begins with a weekend experience, followed by post-weekend presentations, 
and monthly small group support meetings.  The non-profit program is available in your 
community and has an upcoming weekend soon.  

  For Information Call:   or HelpOurMarriage.com

The Retrouvaille Marriage Program for Struggling Couples 
 The Retrouvaille Program helps husbands and wives put the pieces of their marriage back together and rebuild loving 

relationships.  Many couples may be separated or divorced and simply want to try again.  

 Retrouvaille, pronounced (Retro-vi), is a French word meaning “rediscovery”.  

It is a Christian program, Catholic in origin, and couples of all faiths or no faith background are encouraged to attend. 

 It is primarily a practical program about improving communication, building a stronger marriage, and helping couples rediscover 
the love they had for each other. 

• Retrouvaille presenters are not trained counselors, but couples that share their personal stories of their marital struggles and the
tools they utilized to rediscover their love for each other. 

•
•
•
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FROM
• I don’t recognize the sender’s email address as  

someone I ordinarily communicate with.

• This email is from someone outside my organization  
and it’s not related to my job responsibilities.

• This email was sent from someone inside the  
organization or from a customer, vendor, or partner  
and is very unusual or out of character.

• Is the sender’s email address from a suspicious  
domain (like micorsoft-support.com)?

• I don’t know the sender personally and they  
were not vouched for by someone I trust.

• I don’t have a business relationship nor any past  
communications with the sender.

• This is an unexpected or unusual email with an  
embedded hyperlink or an attachment from  
someone I haven’t communicated with recently.

TO
• I was cc’d on an email sent to one or more people, but I don’t  

personally know the other people it was sent to.

• I received an email that was also sent to an unusual mix of people.  
For instance, it might be sent to a random group of people at my  
organization whose last names start with the same letter, or a whole  
list of unrelated addresses.

SUBJECT
• Did I get an email with a subject line that is  

irrelevant or does not match the message  
content?

• Is the email message a reply to something  
I never sent or requested?

DATE
• Did I receive an email that I normally would 

get during regular business hours, but it 
was sent at an unusual time like 3 a.m.?

ATTACHMENTS
• The sender included an email attachment that I was not expecting or that 

makes no sense in relation to the email message. (This sender doesn’t  
ordinarily send me this type of attachment.)

• I see an attachment with a possibly dangerous file type. The only file type  
that is always safe to click on is a .txt file. 

CONTENT
• Is the sender asking me to click on a link or open an attachment to avoid a negative  

consequence or to gain something of value?

• Is the email out of the ordinary, or does it have bad grammar or spelling errors?

• Is the sender asking me to click a link or open up an attachment that seems odd or illogical?

• Do I have an uncomfortable gut feeling about the sender’s request to open an attachment  
or click a link?

• Is the email asking me to look at a compromising or embarrassing picture of myself or 
someone I know?

HYPERLINKS
• I hover my mouse over a hyperlink that’s displayed in the email message, but  

the link-to address is for a different website. (This is a big red flag.)

• I received an email that only has long hyperlinks with no further information, 
and the rest of the email is completely blank.

• I received an email with a hyperlink that is a misspelling of a known web site. For  
instance,  www.bankofarnerica.com — the “m” is really two characters — “r” and “n.”

Social Engineering               Red Flags
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