
 D I O C E S E  O F  S U P E R I O R 

C H A N C E R Y  B U L L E T I N     
VOL. 61, NO. 9  

September  1, 2018  

 1201 Hughitt Ave. 

 P. O. Box  969 

 Superior, WI 54880 

 Tel:   715-392-2937 

 Fax:  715-392-2015 

 www.catholicdos.org  

  
  

Mission Statement:  The Catholic Diocese of Superior is a people of diverse ethnic and cultural traditions called in unity by 

the love of Christ to proclaim the Gospel, celebrate the sacraments, and give witness through joyful lives of prayer and 

service in Northern Wisconsin and throughout the world.  
 

LETTER FROM BISHOP POWERS 
 

Please read the Bishop’s Letter regarding current 

abuse issues in the Church. SEE ENCLOSURE. 

 

 NATIONAL DAY OF REMEMBRANCE  

FOR ABORTED CHILDREN 

SEPTEMBER 8, 2018 
 

The 6
th

 annual National Day of Remembrance for 

Aborted Children, co-sponsored by Pro-Life 

Society, Priests for Life, and Pro-Life Action 

League, calls on pro-life Americans to honor the 

gravesites of our aborted brothers and sisters.  

Solemn prayer vigils will be conducted at these 

gravesites, of which there are 52 across the United 

States, as well as at dozens of other sites dedicated 

in memory of aborted children.   
 

ANNUAL RETREAT FOR PRIESTS 

SEPTEMBER 10-13, 2018 
 

The annual retreat for priests will be held Monday, 

September 10
th

 – Thursday, September 13
th

 at 

Heartwood Conference and Retreat Center, Trego. 

Fr. Paul Lickteig, S.J. will be the director. Contact 

Fr. Kevin Gordon: kgordon@catholicdos.org;  

715-913-0183. 
 

LITURGICAL CONSIDERATIONS FOR 

SEPTEMBER 11 

 

Patriot Day is observed September 11 to mark the 

17
th

 anniversary of the terrorist attacks against the 

United States.  Go to the USCCB website, 

http://www.usccb.org/issues-and-action/human-life-

and-dignity/september-11/index.cfm for useful 

resources to honor the memory of those who died.  

Also, a “Blue Mass” may be celebrated during the 

week of the anniversary to honor all firefighters, 

police officers and emergency medical technicians 

who serve the local community, as well as those 

who have died this past year.  The Mass for the 

Preservation of Peace and Justice may be used 

(Masses for Various Needs and Occasions, section 

II, number 30) along with readings found at 

Lectionary numbers 887-891. 
 

BUILT UPON A ROCK FEST 

SEPTEMBER 15, 2018 
CATHEDRAL OF OUR LADY OF THE ROSARY, DULUTH 

 

Mark your calendars for the 2
nd

 Annual Built Upon 

a Rock Fest in Duluth, MN, Saturday, September 

15
th

.  It is a FREE Catholic concert featuring 

nationally known Catholic musicians Ike Ndolo and 

Luke Spehar.  Following the 5 p.m. Mass at 

Cathedral of Our Lady of the Rosary, enjoy free 

food and free live music across the street with the 

backdrop of Lake Superior. Last year’s event drew 

900 people.  Spread the word and come with friends 

to this faith filled event. Visit 

builtuponarockfest.com. 
 

CSA GENERAL KICK-OFF WEEKEND 

SEPTEMBER 15-16, 2018 

 

The Catholic Services Appeal provides annual 

funding for over 36 programs, services and 

ministries that are vital to every parish. The kickoff 

weekend includes a video presentation from Bishop 

at every Mass.  Pledge envelopes, informational 

brochures, and a letter from Bishop were mailed to 

every parishioner before kickoff weekend.  Contact 

Steve Tarnowski, Director of Development:   

715-394-0223; starnowski@gmail.com.  

 

CATECHETICAL SUNDAY 

SEPTEMBER 16, 2018 

 

The Church celebrates Catechetical Sunday on 

September 16, 2018.  The theme this year is 

“Enlisting Witnesses for Jesus Christ.”  Those who 

the church has designated to serve as catechists will 
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be called forth to be commissioned for their 

ministry.  Catechetical Sunday is a wonderful 

opportunity to reflect on the role that each person 

plays, by virtue of Baptism, in handing on the faith 

and being a witness to the Gospel.  Catechetical 

Sunday is an opportunity for all to rededicate 

themselves to this mission as a community of faith. 

http://www.usccb.org/beliefs-and-teachings/how-we-

teach/catechesis/catechetical-sunday/enlisting-

witnesses/index.cfm 

 

INITIAL FORMATION: LAY LEADER OF PRAYER 

SEPTEMBER 21-22 & NOVEMBER 9 - 10, 2018 

 

The two required formation sessions for those 

seeking initial diocesan certification as lay leaders 

of prayer are September 21-22 and November 9-10, 

2018. The workshop takes place at St. Anthony of 

Padua Church, Park Falls. Both sessions begin 

Friday evening and end late Saturday afternoon. 

Each applicant must be specifically selected and/or 

recommended by his or her pastor, parish life 

coordinator, or parish director. All lay people who 

lead Sunday Celebrations in the Absence of a Priest 

or weekday Communion services in their parish 

church buildings should be recipients of this 

diocesan certification. Click here for the registration 

information: https://catholicdos.org/formation-

workshops-for-lay-leaders-of-prayer. Contact Paul 

Birch: pbirch@catholicdos.org; 715-394-0233. 

 

ALY ALEIGHA CONCERT 

SEPTEMBER 26, 2018 

 

The parishes of St. Francis de Sales, Spooner and 

St. Joseph, Hayward are offering a free Aly Aleigha 

Concert on Wednesday, September 26 at St. Francis 

de Sales Church, Spooner.  The evening will begin 

with Mass at 6 p.m. followed by the concert at 7 

p.m. Aly is originally from Rice Lake and has an 

amazing gift to bring people closer to Christ 

through her music and testimony.  She has 

performed at Steubenville Conferences and is 

endorsed by Fr. Mike Schmitz and Jeff Cavins.   

SEE ENCLOSURE.   
  

 

 

GOD’S GIFT:  THERE’S A HOLE IN OUR SOUL 

SEPTEMBER 29, 2018 

 

NEW: God’s Gift will be held this year on 

Saturday, September 29
th

 at WITC Conference 

Center, Superior, from 8 a.m.-3 p.m. followed by 

Mass at Cathedral of Christ the King. Fr. David 

Neuschwander will be the keynote, and will speak 

on our first vocation, which is to love.  
 

Following Fr. David, Vicki Thorn, founder of 

Project Rachel, will speak about how men and 

women are inherently different, yet are created to 

complement each other. Using scientific studies, she 

explains the biochemistry of sex, the problems of 

the sexual revolution and the fascinating science of 

attraction.  
 

Because of another Prolife Event happening on 

Friday night in Duluth, MN, the Friday night 

portion previously scheduled has now been 

cancelled. Please make note of this change in Parish 

Bulletins and advertisements. Contact the Respect 

Life Office: 715-392-2937; godsgift@catholicdos.org. 

Register Online at: https://www.catholicdos.org/gods-

gift-1.  SEE ENCLOSURE. 

 

DIOCESAN LITURGICAL CALENDAR 

 

Our diocesan liturgical calendar is now available: 

https://catholicdos.org/documents/2018/8/Office%2

0of%20Worship%20--

%20Liturgical%20Calendar%20--%202018-

2019.pdf 

   LITTLE BOOKS    

    

In 1999, Bishop Ken Untener of the Catholic 

Diocese of Saginaw, Michigan decided to create a 

Little Black Book.  It would use the prayer tradition 

of Lectio Divina to help people pray the Passion of 

Our Lord.  The Little Black Book debuted in 2000 

as a Lenten reflection.  There is also a Spanish 

edition, a children’s Little Purple Book, a Little 

Blue Book for the Advent/Christmas season, and a 

Little White Book for the Easter season.  Although 

Bishop Untener died in 2004, he remains the 

inspiration for the little Books.  Today, more than 3 

million books are distributed annually worldwide.  

Visit WWW.LITTLEBOOKS.ORG.  SEE ENCLOSURE. 
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  SAVE THE DATES 

 

PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT DAYS  
 

October 9, 2018:  Sabbath Time – A Spirituality of  

 Time and Rest for Ministers 

January 22, 2019: Why Does Jesus Ask So Many  

 Questions 

April 25, 2019:  Goodness is Contagious    
 

Where:  St. Joseph’s Parish Center, Hayward.  

For pastors and parish leaders – attend as a team. 

Register online: https://catholicdos.org/professional-

development-days. Contact Chris Newkirk: 715-394-

0204; cnewkirk@catholicdos.org.   SEE ENCLOSURE. 
 

OCTOBER MASS COUNT 

OCTOBER 13-14, 2018 
 

The October Mass count is scheduled for the 

weekend of October 13 and 14.  Information is 

forthcoming. 
 

CLERGY WORKSHOP 

OCTOBER 14-16, 2018 
 

Presenter:  Dr. James Steffen 

Topic:  “Aligned Thinking” 

Location:  Hotel Chequamegon, Ashland 

Contact Fr. Kevin Gordon: kgordon@catholicdos.org; 

715-913-0183.  
 

N.E.W. KOINONIA 

2018-2019 
 

Koinonia is a community experience in Christian 

living designed especially for adults.  This N.E.W. 

retreat weekend is an official program of the 

Diocese of Superior.  The weekend consists of 

presentations, discussions, reflections, sharing, 

prayer and liturgical celebrations.   

2018-2019 retreat schedule: 

 #51–October 19-21, 2018; Merrill 

 #52 Day Retreat–January 26, 2019; Tony 

 #53–March 15-17, 2019; River Falls 

 #54–October 11-13, 2019; Dobie 

Contact Bluette Puchner:  onthelak@centurytel.net 

SEE ENCLOSURE. 

 

 

 

GOVERNOR’S FAITH BASED SUMMITS ON OPIOIDS 

OCTOBER 31, 2018 
 

Faith-based groups, organizations and individuals 

are key players in the response to public health 

crises.  On Wednesday, October 31, the Red Cedar 

Church in Rice Lake will host a summit by the 

Wisconsin Department of Health Services to inform 

how faith-based groups, organizations and 

individuals can help end Wisconsin’s opioid crisis 

by supporting prevention, intervention, treatment 

and recovery activities.  SEE ENCLOSURE. 

 

PILGRIMAGE TO FATIMA, LOURDES AND 

SANTIAGO DE COMPOSTELA 

MARCH 12-22, 2019 
 

Bishop Powers and Fr. John Anderson will be 

hosting an 11 day pilgrimage to Lisbon, Fatima, 

Santiago de Compostela, Salamanca, Madrid and 

Lourdes March 12-22, 2019.  Price ($2999) 

includes roundtrip air from Minneapolis, hotels, 

most meals, sightseeing with tour guide, entrance 

fees, porterage and hotel service charges.  Contact 

Debra Lieberg: dlieberg@catholicdos.org;  

715-394-0205.  SEE ENCLOSURE. 

 

SEPTEMBER PRIESTHOOD ANNIVERSARIES 

10 Fr. Otto Bucher, OFM Cap. 

15 Fr. John Gerritts 

20 Fr. Tom Thompson   

 

SEPTEMBER PRIEST BIRTHDAYS 

  4 Fr. James Hoffman 

17 Fr. Virgil Heinen 

18 Fr. Jerry Hagen 

20 Fr. Frank Kordek, OFM 

21 Fr. Andrew Ricci 

 

SEPTEMBER DIACONATE ANNIVERSARIES 

11 DEACON DICK PETERSON 

12 DEACON KEN KASINSKI 

 

SEPTEMBER DEACON BIRTHDAYS 

  3 DEACON JOE STEFANCIN (SEMINARIAN) 

23 DEACON BOB JETTO   
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 The National Catholic Bioethics Center  

 United States Conference of Catholic Bishops    

    Intercessions: Word of Life – September 2018 

 

 From the Office of the Chancellor 

 Monthly Calendar of Events – September | October 2018 
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August 31, 2018 

 

Once again we are all hurt, confused and angered by the recent news of Archbishop McCarrick’s abuses, 

the grand jury report from Pennsylvania, and the accusations against Pope Francis.  As we move forward, 

the way is not totally clear, but I vow with the help of God to do everything in my power to lead our 

diocese with transparency and integrity in all things.  First and foremost, I offer my prayers and support 

for justice and healing to all victims of clergy abuse.  Second, I offer my apologies for Church cover-ups 

and lack of transparent action, which led to sexual abuse of both children and adults, including 

seminarians.  Third, I strongly encourage any victims of Catholic Church sexual abuse to bravely come 

forward and report the crimes committed against them.  Finally, I ask for prayers of support for the great 

majority of our holy priests and bishops, who will continue their good and dedicated service to all of us 

and our Catholic Church. 

 

As a priest and pastor, I have fully supported the 2002 Charter for the Protection of Children and Young 

People, and believe that the Diocese of Superior has taken every step possible to prevent abuse from 

happening in our diocese since its adoption 16 years ago.  I am not aware of any currently serving priests 

or parish staff in our Diocese that are known or rumored to be abusers.  I firmly believe that any of our 

active or retired priests would come to me if they have any knowledge of abuse.  We have been carefully 

following the safety guidelines of the Charter since 2002.  Independent auditors have consistently found 

our Diocese to be in compliance with all audited articles within the Charter, most recently in July of 2018.  

 

I want you to know that I will be convening a meeting of the Diocesan Abuse Review Board, made up of 

six lay faithful of the Diocese, two priests and myself, to determine what more we can do to further 

strengthen our policies, and to review our past responses.  I want to ensure that our Church protects not 

only our children, but everyone from abuse.  As your Bishop, I promise, there will be no cover-ups in our 

Diocese.   

 

Please, if you have been sexually abused, or know of someone who has been sexually abused, by anyone 

associated with the Catholic Church, I urge you to contact Kathy Drinkwine, our Safe Environment 

Coordinator, at confidential phone (715) 718-1110, or email kdrinkwine@catholicdos.org, as well as 

report to law enforcement.  I promise that any report will be taken respectfully, seriously investigated, and 

dealt with promptly and appropriately.  Again, as long as I serve as the Bishop of Superior, there will be 

no cover-ups. 

 

In conclusion, I ask that you join me in daily prayer, praying for the healing of all victims of abuse, and 

for our Catholic Church throughout the world in these trying times.  St. Augustine, patron of our Diocese, 

pray for us! 

 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

 

Most Reverend James P. Powers 

Bishop of Superior 

mailto:kdrinkwine@catholicdos.org


DefenDing the Dignity of the human Person in health Care anD the life sCienCes sinCe 1972

Back in the 1960s and 1970s, the British  TV show  
“Dr. Who” pulled in the crowds, especially when  
the Daleks came on the scene. The Daleks struck terror 

into the hearts of most eight-year-olds like me. Their chill-
ing battle cry, “Exterminate! Exterminate!” was enough to 
force my twin and me to seek refuge behind the sofa. But 
life moves on, and I thought I’d seen the last of  the Daleks.

A few months ago, and about forty years later, I saw the 
Daleks rear their ugly heads again. It was during a neona-
tology convention, when reference was made to new non-
invasive prenatal testing (NIPT) to detect Down syndrome 
and other chromosomal anomalies.1 It is estimated that 
90 percent of  mothers now opt for  abortion, unfortunately, 
once a diagnosis of Down syndrome is confirmed,  in what 
should be called “extermination of pregnancy.”

Lethal Anomalies

O  f the 185,824 abortions carried out in England and 
Wales in 2015, 3,213 abortions (2 percent) were done 

for the presumed risk that the child would be born “seri-
ously handicapped.”2 The handicaps include a wide range 
of conditions, such as Edwards syndrome (228 cases), Patau 
syndrome (73 cases), and even such conditions as cleft lip 
and cleft palate (11 cases), which are hardly serious handi-
caps, as they can be rectified by plastic surgery. However, 
the most common reason for a “termination of pregnancy” 
in this group at risk of “serious handicap” was a diagnosis 
of Down syndrome, with 689 cases. 

Dominic Wilkinson notes that in some neonatology 
circles, the term lethal anomaly is used to describe “a condi-
tion that invariably leads to death in utero or in the newborn 
period, regardless of attempted supportive treatment.”3  

Lists of lethal anomalies usually include trisomy 13 (Patau 
syndrome) and trisomy 18 (Edwards syndrome). Wilkinson 
strongly discourages the broad use of the term lethal anom-
aly, because for “many of the commonly described lethal 
malformations, long-term survival is possible if supportive 
interventions are provided.”4 It is sad to realize that with the 
advent of NIPT, Down syndrome could now be considered 
lethal—not because of the condition in itself but because the 
diagnosis means that the child is highly unlikely to survive 
to birth, owing to the increasing trend to abort such children. 

Strong Critique by Pope Francis

Faced with the reality of abortion, the usually mild- 
 mannered, peace-loving, and non-polemical Pope 

Francis goes into combat mode: 
Here I feel it urgent to state that, if the family is the 
sanctuary of life, the place where life is conceived 
and cared for, it is a horrendous contradiction when it 
becomes a place where life is rejected and destroyed. 
So great is the value of a human life, and so inalien-
able the right to life of an innocent child growing in 
the mother’s womb, that no alleged right to one’s own 
body can justify a decision to terminate that life, which 
is an end in itself and which can never be considered 
the “property” of another human being.5   

Instead of denouncing such vile acts, society lauds them 
in the name of progress and technology. At times Catholic 
health care workers may be afraid to speak out against abor-
tion. Usually they are presented with difficult scenarios, 
tragic and morally complex situations where the life of the 
mother, the life of the child in the womb, or the lives of both 
are in danger. However, while of vital importance, in devel-
oped countries these cases are extremely rare because of the 
availability of excellent obstetric care. Yet such rare cases are 
often used as a justification for allowing abortions in general. 

In England and Wales there has been on average one such 
case every year, which as a percentage is less than 0.000005 
percent. Yet the discussion surrounding these cases tends 
to drown out any reasonable reflection on the estimated 55 
million abortions performed globally each year. The focus 
on vital conflict conundrums is analogous to a major tech-
nology company manufacturing five billion computers and 
discovering that of the five billion, a single computer con-
tains a small but serious manufacturing error. Then, instead 
of fixing the problem, the company decides to liquidate the 
entire product line, citing unreliable workmanship. One case 
of vital conflicts should not prejudicially inform our opinion 

ETHICS & MEDICS
A Commentary of The National Catholic Bioethics Center on Health Care and the Life Sciences

September 2018 Volume 43, Number 9

Also in this issue: “Preserving Consciousness at the End of Life,” by Diana L. Ruzicka, RN

Rev. James McTavish, FMVD, MD, is a Scottish Catholic mission-
ary preist with the Verbum Dei missionaries in Manila, Philip-
pines. He is involved in apostolate work and teaches moral theology.

“extermiNate! extermiNate!”  
 babieS with DowNS at riSk
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when there have also been four billion, nine hundred and 
ninety-nine million, nine hundred and ninety-nine thousand, 
nine hundred and ninety-nine perfect results.

Sometimes such interventions after prenatal testing are 
given the misnomer “therapeutic abortions,” despite the 
fact that therapeutic is usually reserved for something that 
helps cure someone of  something, such as physiotherapy 
or a therapeutic dose of medicine. 

Who Are We to Judge? 

In the face of the high rate of abortion for children with 
Down syndrome, many would say, “Who are we to judge?” 
But in not judging, they have already decided that the 
majority of babies with Down syndrome should not live. 
Others say we should not condemn, yet they have already 
condemned these babies to death.  

It is a great contradiction that babies with Down syn-
drome are more likely to survive in my home parish in 
the Philippines, where prenatal screening is rare and such 
children are usually warmly welcomed, than in the United 
Kingdom with all its high-tech care. With all the develop-
ments and advances in technology, the British ability to 
welcome the child with Down children is underdeveloped 
and unadvanced. 

The Catholic voice needs to resound in such unjust situ-
ations, which are well described by St. Paul: “The time is 
sure to come when people will not accept sound teaching, 
but their ears will be itching for anything new and they will 
collect themselves a whole series of teachers according to 
their own tastes; and then they will shut their ears to the 
truth and will turn to myths” (2 Tim. 4 : 3–4, NJB). 

The Daleks are back in town, and their battle cry is as 
loud as ever. “We will exterminate—especially the children 
with Down syndrome!” Take care, because they are no 
 longer confined to television but may already be patrolling 
now in both your mind and your heart.
Notes
 1. NIPT is a blood test that can be used to test accurately for a range 

of genetic conditions or traits in the fetus such as Down, Edwards, 
and Patau syndromes. Available since 2012 to couples in the United 
Kingdom with private health care, NIPT will be offered in 2018 to 
the general public on the National Health Service.

 2. UK Department of Health, “Abortion Statistics, England and Wales: 
2015,” November 2016, https://www.gov.uk/.

 3. Dominic Wilkinson et al., “Fatally Flawed? A Review and Ethical 
Analysis of Lethal Congenital Malformations,” BJOG 119.11 
(October 2012): 1–7.

 4. Ibid.
 5. Francis, Amoris laetitia (March 19, 2016), n. 83.

However, what makes a dying patient uncomfortable or 
causes them suffering must be determined and appropri-
ately treated. The assessment should include the following 
questions: Is the patient experiencing physiological pain? Is 
the discomfort caused by psychological, emotional, or spiri-
tual distress (suffering)? Or is there a particular distressing 
symptom that needs to be identified and appropriately 
treated? Medicine and nursing practice are based on the 
assessment and treatment of disease and symptoms. 

Seeking the Best Treatment

Opiates are not always the appropriate treatment for 
pain. Neuropathic pain, described as burning and 

tingling or lancinating pain, is more appropriately treated 
with antidepressants, which block the reuptake of serotonin 
in the dorsal horn of the spinal column, or with anticon-
vulsants, which calm the inappropriate firing of nerve 
fibers. Pleuritic chest pain responds to nonsteroidal anti-
inflammatory drugs and not so well to opioids. Pain due 
to migraines may respond to ergot alkaloids; since a side 
effect of morphine is actually headache, this would not be 
the appropriate treatment. Heat, cold, massage, distraction, 
and other non-pharmacologic therapies are also effective in 
alleviating pain.

There is also a difference between physiological pain 
and psychological suffering. A woman giving birth to a 
child may experience pain but is not suffering, because she 
anticipates the birth of her child. A person with a diagnosis 

Both the principle of double effect and the teaching 
of the magisterium allow for the use of opioids for 
the suppression of pain and consciousness as death 

approaches, even if one foresees that the use of narcotics 
will shorten life, as long as the goal is pain relief and “death 
is in no way intended or sought.” But the principle of double 
effect should not be used to justify the administration of 
large doses of opiates or other mind-altering medications 
under the assumption that a dying patient should or might 
be having pain, anxiety, or dyspnea. 

Typically, a family member is told by health care pro-
fessionals that “we will make sure your relative does not 
suffer” or “we will make sure your relative is comfortable.” 

Diana L. Ruzicka, RN, MSN, CNS-BC, is a retired Army colonel 
and served as president of the National Association of Catholic 
Nurses, USA, from 2017 to 2018. She initiated and coordinated 
a pain management service and has a master’s degree in theology. 

o

Diana L. Ruzicka, RN

preSerViNg CoNSCiouSNeSS  
at the eND of life

ethiCS & meDiCS September 2018
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of cancer may not be in pain but may be suffering as he or 
she contemplates mortality and concern for loved ones. 
What will my husband do when I am gone? The treatment 
for psychological suffering is not opiates. The treatment is 
cognitive, behavioral, and supportive therapies. 

In addition, the caregiver should ensure that the person 
has received the sacraments (Reconciliation, Anointing of 
the Sick, and Viaticum) and an Apostolic Pardon. Are there 
relatives with whom amends need to be made? Have all the 
children visited? There are an unlimited number of things 
that may cause psychological suffering. The causes need to 
be assessed and appropriately addressed. This is the essence 
of nursing: to assess, plan, intervene, and evaluate.

With the use of opiates, there is often an implicit assump-
tion that the health care professional can confidently predict 
when death is imminent. Certainly, if the patient is given 
morphine instead of having specific symptoms addressed, 
death will be imminent. Hospice nurses sometimes want 
to stop routine medication (such as antihypertensives, 
anticoagulants, diabetes medications, and antiarrhythmics) 
or discourage the family from administering antibiotics or 
considering tube feedings. A patient is not required to receive 
treatments whose burdens outweigh the benefits, but mor-
phine should not be substituted for addressing symptoms. 

Preserving Consciousness

The Catholic Church has long considered moral ques-
tions concerning how to address physical pain. In 

1957, Italian anesthesiologists asked Pope Pius XII, “Is the 
use of analgesics, whose use numbs [consciousness and 
knowledge], generally lawful, and particularly during the 
post-operative period, even with the dying and patients in 
danger of death, provided that in each case there is a clinical 
indication? Is it permissible even in certain cases (inoperable 
cancers, incurable diseases) in which the mitigation of pain 
is probably carried out at the expense of the duration of 
life, which is abbreviated thereby?” Implicit in the initial 
question is the assurance that an appropriate assessment 
has been completed and there is a “clinical indication” for 
the administration of morphine or other analgesics. 

Pius XII replied that it is licit to have pain treated: 
“Growth in God’s love and abandonment in His will [do] 
not come from the sufferings that are accepted, but from 
voluntary intention sustained by grace; this intention, in 
many dying, can take hold and become more alive if their 
sufferings are lessened, because these aggravate the state 
of weakness and physical exhaustion, hinder the impulse 
of the soul and undermine moral forces instead of sustain-
ing them. On the contrary, the suppression of pain seeks an 
organic and psychic relaxation, facilitates prayer and makes 
possible a more generous self-giving.” 

The Pope speaks here implicitly of a patient whose pain 
has been alleviated, who is conscious and is able to pray 
and give of self. Patients may choose not to have pain allevi-
ated, wanting instead to experience it intentionally so as to 
emulate the actions of Christ on Calvary, to atone for their 
own or others’ sins, or to acquire merit. This is a heroic act 

and is not required by the Church, but it is a path chosen by 
some individuals and should be respected. Patients are in no 
way obligated to suffer pain in emulation of Christ’s salvific 
sacrifice, but they also should not be robbed of knowledge 
or consciousness without serious reason.

Should health care professionals, not motivated by 
pain relief, suppress knowledge and consciousness in the 
dying? Pius XII discusses the importance of praying with 
the dying, mentioning the prayers the Church gives us to 
help the dying leave the world and enter eternity, which 
provide light, consolation, and strength to those who can 
take part in them. He says, “The dying person should not 
be deprived of knowledge or consciousness. When nature 
does, men must accept it; but they should not do it on their 
own initiative unless there are serious reasons for doing 
so. . . . The anesthesia used when death is approaching, 
with the sole purpose of avoiding a conscious end [for 
the patient], would be no longer a remarkable conquest of 
modern therapy but a truly deplorable practice.”

Medicine and nursing should, of course, alleviate true 
misery by appropriate means, but human beings are not 
dogs or horses to be put down, to be “put out of their mis-
ery.” Human beings are created in the image and likeness 
of God and destined for eternal life with God. The end of 
life culminates in our definitive meeting with God and our 
definitive choice for or against God. We need knowledge 
and consciousness to adopt our final disposition and impart 
blessings and words of wisdom. Preventing this “disgusts 
the Christian and even simple human feeling.” 

The Correct Clinical Approach

Pius XII states that “the dying person cannot allow, let 
alone ask the doctor, to procure unconsciousness if he 

thereby becomes incapable of fulfilling serious moral duties, 
for example, fixing important matters, making his will, 
confessing.” Also, “a conscientious doctor, even if he is not a 
Christian, will never yield to the pressure of whoever wishes, 
against the will of the dying person, to make him lose his 
lucidity so as to prevent him from making certain decisions.” 
The Pope concludes, however, that “if the dying man has 
fulfilled all his duties and received the last sacraments, if 
the clear medical indications suggest anesthesia, if in the fixation 
of the doses the amount allowed is not exceeded, if its intensity 
and duration are carefully measured and the patient is satisfied, 
then there is nothing that opposes it: anesthesia is morally 
licit” (emphasis added). Even when analgesia is medically 
indicated, the correct dosage and duration must be followed.

But is it licit if it may shorten the patient’s life? The Pope 
notes that the physicians refer only to avoiding “unbearable 
pain: for example, in cases of inoperable cancer or incur-
able disease,” and answers, yes, it is permitted, but only 
when it is truly indicated clinically. He notes that “it is also 
important . . . to ask whether the current state of science 
does not allow us to obtain the same result using other means” 
(emphasis added). 

Unfortunately, in many instances morphine is now 
being used to alleviate the suffering of family members 
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exhausted from caring for their loved ones. It is used for 
individuals who are experiencing the normal changes in 
breathing patterns due to approaching death, erroneously 
labeled “air hunger” or dyspnea. It is also used for those 
who are suffering but not in physical pain, “to make indi-
viduals comfortable” without identifying or treating the 
actual cause of discomfort, the specific symptoms caus-
ing distress. And it is used in doses that far exceed what 
is required to relieve actual pain or, erroneously, when 
another, more effective treatment is indicated to treat the 
underlying cause of pain. 

Open to God’s Grace

On April 28, 2018, in the Diocese of Krakow, Poland, 
Hanna Chrzanowska became the first lay Catholic nurse 
to be beatified. Her first approved miracle was the healing 
of a fellow nursing instructor who was her former student, 
Zofia Szlendak-Cholewinska, who suffered an inoperable 
brain aneurysm in 2001. At Hanna’s grave Zofia, who 
had lost her faith, prayed the Lord’s Prayer but forgot the 
words. She was so horrified that she exclaimed, “Hanna 
save me!” Several months later, in the middle of the night, 
the aneurysm ruptured and Zofia was taken to the hospital. 
She was in a coma for six weeks, and the doctors thought 
there was no real hope. The nurses of the Krakow Catholic 
Nurses Association started praying for Zofia at St. Nicholas 
Church, asking for Hanna’s intercession for a miracle. After 
six weeks, in the middle of a benediction at which the nurses 
were again praying specifically for Hanna’s intercession, 
Zofia’s friend Anna felt inspired to go to the hospital. There 
she found Zofia wide awake and fully conscious, asking for 
a priest, with no residual effects whatsoever. Later, Zofia 
relayed that just before she’d lost consciousness, she saw 
Hanna, and Hanna said, “Don’t worry. Everything will be 
all right.” Not only did Zofia recover from the coma without 
mental or physical deficit; her other symptoms and ailments 
(epilepsy, scars on the brain, etc.) were gone. She was in even 

better condition than before she had the aneurysm. Perhaps 
more miraculous is that she returned to the faith. 

By administering morphine and benzodiazepines to 
patients whom we only assume are in pain, do we inter-
fere with the opportunity for a miracle? Do we thwart the 
opportunity for reconciliation with God?

When we routinely administer mind-altering medica-
tion at the end of life because we assume a patient is suf-
fering or in pain, what we do is immoral, because it fails to 
account for actual symptoms and interferes with spiritual 
goods. Patients should be allowed to die a natural death. 
If they are experiencing physiological pain, psychological 
suffering, or distressing symptoms, then the nurses caring 
for them have a moral and professional obligation to assess 
them, determine the cause of the discomfort, and implement 
appropriate strategies to treat the pain, the suffering, and 
the symptoms. There must be serious clinical indications for 
the use of analgesia that causes loss of consciousness and 
knowledge. A patient should not be deprived of conscious-
ness at the end of life without serious reason.

Notes
 1.  Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith, Declaration on Euthanasia 

(May 5, 1980), III. See also US Conference of Catholic Bishops, 
Ethical and Religious Directives for Catholic Healthcare Services, 5th 
ed. (Washington, DC: USCCB, 2009), n. 61.

 2. This and subsequent quotations are from Pius XII, Address in 
response to three religious and moral questions about analgesia 
(February 24, 1957), sec. III, emphasis added. The translation used 
here is available at https://nacn-usa.org/.

 3. Diana Ruzicka, Redemptive Suffering in the Life of the Church: Offering 
Up Your Daily Suffering to Cooperate with Christ in Redeeming the 
World, 2nd ed. (New Market, AL: Diana L. Ruzicka, 2016), 27.

 4. The details of the miracle were confirmed on May 10, 2018, in an 
email to the author from Geraldine McSweeney, president of the 
International Catholic Committee of Nurses and Medico-Social 
Assistants, who participated in the beatification ceremony, and 
in an interview with Dr. Gosia Brykczynska, PhD, RN, author of 
Colours of Fire: The Life of Hanna Chrzanowska (2014).
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WORD OF LIFE: SEPTEMBER 2018 
Recommended dates are provided, but you are welcome to use these materials at any time! 

Featured this Month… 
Novena for the Legal Protection of Human Life 

Each Friday, from August 3, 2018 through 
September 28, 2018, the weekly Call to Prayer 
is adapted as a nine-week Novena for the Legal 
Protection of Human Life.  

In addition to the current invitation to fast on 
Fridays, participants are encouraged to pray 
one Our Father, Hail Mary, and Glory Be for 
the intention of the novena each week.  

Participants are also provided with weekly opportunities to learn more about Roe v. Wade and share 
that information with their representatives. It’s okay to jump in even after it’s started!   
Join at www.usccb.org/pray.  

Resources 
• Shareable Images 
 
• Fact Sheet: Roe v. Wade: Questions and Answers  
 
• Do You Know Roe? 

 
Sample Pulpit/Bulletin Announcements 
Option 1 
The U.S. bishops urge our participation each Friday in a nationwide Novena for the Legal Protection 
of Human Life, August 3–September 28. Participants receive weekly email or text reminders to pray 
and fast, along with little-known facts about Roe v. Wade to share with others. Sign up at 
www.usccb.org/pray!  
Option 2  
Each Friday, August 3–September 28, answer the U.S. bishops’ call to pray and fast that a change in 
the U.S. Supreme Court will move our nation closer to the day when every human being is protected 
in law and welcomed in life. Join at www.usccb.org/pray!   
Option 3  
Each Friday, August 3–September 28, answer the U.S. bishops’ call to education, fasting, and prayer 
for the legal protection of human life. Join at www.usccb.org/pray! 
 

http://www.usccb.org/respectlife
http://www.usccb.org/issues-and-action/take-action-now/call-to-prayer/legal-protection-of-human-life.cfm
http://www.usccb.org/pray
http://www.usccb.org/about/pro-life-activities/respect-life-program/respect-life-image-gallery.cfm#scnovena
http://www.usccb.org/issues-and-action/human-life-and-dignity/abortion/upload/Roe-v-Wade-Q-s-and-A-s_Final_2018.pdf
http://www.usccb.org/issues-and-action/human-life-and-dignity/abortion/do-you-know-roe.cfm
http://www.usccb.org/pray
http://www.usccb.org/pray
http://www.usccb.org/pray
http://www.usccb.org/issues-and-action/take-action-now/call-to-prayer/legal-protection-of-human-life.cfm
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WORD OF LIFE – September 2018  

Intercessions for Life 

September 2nd      Twenty-second Sunday in Ordinary Time 
For all who hold public office: 
May profound reverence  
for the dignity of every person 
be deeply rooted in their hearts; 
We pray to the Lord:                                            
 
September 9th   Twenty-third Sunday in Ordinary Time 
For all who have been harmed by abuse: 
May the Holy Spirit heal their wounds 
and help them find peace in justice; 
We pray to the Lord:  
 
September 16th  Twenty-fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
For all people of goodwill: 
May God transform  
our respect for human life  
into action for its protection; 
We pray to the Lord: 
 
September 23rd   Twenty-fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
For all who welcome children 
in the face of hardship: 
May they find strength  
and renewal in Christ; 
We pray to the Lord: 
 
September 30th  Twenty-sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
For caregivers of those who are sick or dying: 
May they find helpful support in  
family, friends, and the parish community;    
We pray to the Lord: 

http://www.usccb.org/respectlife
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WORD OF LIFE – September 2018  
   

Bulletin Quotes 
September 2nd          

“We share Pope Francis’ ‘conviction that everything possible must be done to 
rid the Church of the scourge of the sexual abuse of minors and to open 
pathways of reconciliation and healing for those who were abused.’” 
 
United States Conference of Catholic Bishops, “Charter for the Protection of Children and 
Young People” (2018 Revisions), quoting Pope Francis, Letter, February 2, 2015. © 2015 
Libreria Editrice Vaticana. Used with permission. All rights reserved.        Download                  

September 9th  

“Holy Spirit, comforter of hearts, heal your people’s wounds and transform 
brokenness into wholeness. Grant us the courage and wisdom, humility and 
grace, to act with justice. Breathe wisdom into our prayers and labors. Grant 
that all harmed by abuse may find peace in justice. We ask this through Christ, 
our Lord.”  
 
USCCB Secretariat of Child and Youth Protection, “Promise to Protect” Bookmark.  
 

 Order         Download                  

September 16th  

“Sometimes our actions speak for themselves; other times, words are needed. 
Whatever the situation, Jesus knows how to speak to each person's heart; we 
simply need to follow where he leads.” 
 
USCCB Secretariat of Pro-Life Activities 
“How to Build a Culture of Life,” www.usccb.org/culture-of-life 
   Order         Download                  

September 23rd     

“We are created to walk with and support one another; we don't need to fear 
reaching out in love. Help your friend experience the strength of God's message 
that resounds throughout time: “Do not fear: I am with you” (Isaiah 41:10). 
 
USCCB Secretariat of Pro-Life Activities  
“What to Do When a Friend Is Considering Abortion”, www.usccb.org/l-o-v-e  
NABRE © 2010 CCD. Used with permission.  
 

Order         Download                 

September 30th 

“The dying process is a sacred time—a final season to seek closure in this life 
and prepare for the next in the hope of sharing in Christ's Resurrection. As you 
enter into this season with your friend or family member, ask God to 
accompany both of you.”  
 
USCCB Secretariat of Pro-Life Activities 
“Caring for Loved Ones at Life’s End,” www.usccb.org/endoflifecare  Order        Download                 

http://www.usccb.org/respectlife
http://www.usccb.org/issues-and-action/child-and-youth-protection/upload/Charter-for-the-Protection-of-Children-and-Young-People-2018.pdf
http://store.usccb.org/product-p/7-493.htm
http://www.usccb.org/issues-and-action/child-and-youth-protection/resources/upload/English-Bookmark.pdf
http://www.usccb.org/culture-of-life
http://store.usccb.org/How-to-Build-a-Culture-of-Life-p/c1742.htm
http://www.usccb.org/about/pro-life-activities/respect-life-program/2017/respect-life-program-2017-articles.cfm#build
http://www.usccb.org/l-o-v-e
http://store.usccb.org/What-to-Do-When-a-Friend-is-Considering-Abortion-p/c1741.htm
http://www.usccb.org/about/pro-life-activities/respect-life-program/2017/respect-life-program-2017-articles.cfm#what
http://www.usccb.org/endoflifecare
http://store.usccb.org/Caring-for-Loved-Ones-at-Life-s-End-p/c1642.htm
http://www.usccb.org/about/pro-life-activities/respect-life-program/2016/respect-life-program-2016-articles.cfm#caring
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WORD OF LIFE - September 2018 
 

Bulletin Art 
You are welcome to use these and other downloadable images from the online Respect Life image 
gallery, provided they are not altered in any way, other than the size. Thank you! 
 
 
Sunday, September 2nd, 2018 

• Download Image 

 
 
Sunday, September 23rd, 2018 

• Do You Know Roe? (Download) 
• Download Image  

 
 

http://www.usccb.org/respectlife
http://www.usccb.org/about/pro-life-activities/respect-life-program/respect-life-image-gallery.cfm
http://www.usccb.org/about/pro-life-activities/respect-life-program/respect-life-image-gallery.cfm
http://www.usccb.org/about/pro-life-activities/respect-life-program/upload/CTP-Novena-Image-Square.jpg
http://www.usccb.org/issues-and-action/human-life-and-dignity/abortion/do-you-know-roe.cfm
http://www.usccb.org/issues-and-action/human-life-and-dignity/abortion/upload/Do-You-Know-Roe_07-18-18.pdf
http://www.usccb.org/about/pro-life-activities/upload/Roe7.png


CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

DIOCESE OF SUPERIOR 

September 2018 

 

Monday 9/3/18  LABOR DAY 

    Chancery Closed 

  

Friday-  9/7/18  SCHOOL OF SERVANT LEADERSHIP COURSE 2 

Saturday 6-9p  Theme:  Foundations in Servant Leadership 

  9/8/18  Location:  St. Anthony Church Hall, Tony 

  8:30a-4p Contact Chris Newkirk: 715-394-0240; cnewkirk@catholicdos.org  

 

Monday 9/10/18- ANNUAL RETREAT FOR PRIESTS 

  9/13/18 Retreat Director:  Fr. Paul Lickteig, S.J. 

Location:  Heartwood Conference Center, Trego 

    Contact Fr. Kevin Gordon:  715-913-0183; kgordon@catholicdos.org 

 

Monday 9/10/18 FALL REGIONAL WORKSHOP 

  6:30-9p Topic:  Laying the Groundwork 

    Location:  Our Lady of the Lake, Ashland 

    Contact Peggy Schoenfuss: 715-234-5044; pschoenfuss@catholicdos.org 

 

Tuesday 9/11/18 FALL REGIONAL WORKSHOP 

  6:30-9p Topic:  Laying the Groundwork 

    Location:  Holy Family, Woodruff 

    Contact Peggy Schoenfuss: 715-234-5044; pschoenfuss@catholicdos.org 

 

Thursday 9/13/18 PRINCIPAL & PASTOR MEETING 

    Location:  Online via Go-to-Meeting 

    Contact Peggy Schoenfuss: 715-234-5044; pschoenfuss@catholicdos.org 

 

Thursday 9/13/18 NEW SCHOOL TEACHER ORIENTATION 

    Location:  Online via Go-to-Meeting 

    Contact Peggy Schoenfuss:  715-234-5044; pschoenfuss@catholicdos.org 

 

Saturday- 9/15/18 CSA GENERAL KICK OFF WEEKEND 

Sunday 9/16/18 Contact Steve Tarnowski:  715-394-0223; starnowski@catholicdos.org 

 

Sunday 9/16/18 CATECHETICAL SUNDAY 

    Theme:  Enlisting Witnesses for Jesus Christ 
http://www.usccb.org/beliefs-and-teachings/how-we-teach/catechesis/catechetical-sunday/index.cfm 

 

Monday 9/17/18 FALL REGIONAL WORKSHOP 

  6:30-9p Topic:  Laying the Groundwork 

    Location:  St. Patrick, Hudson 

    Contact Peggy Schoenfuss: 715-234-5044; pschoenfuss@catholicdos.org 

mailto:cnewkirk@catholicdos.org
mailto:kgordon@catholicdos.org
mailto:pschoenfuss@catholicdos.org
mailto:pschoenfuss@catholicdos.org
mailto:pschoenfuss@catholicdos.org
mailto:pschoenfuss@catholicdos.org
mailto:starnowski@catholicdos.org
http://www.usccb.org/beliefs-and-teachings/how-we-teach/catechesis/catechetical-sunday/index.cfm
mailto:pschoenfuss@catholicdos.org
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Tuesday 9/18/18 FALL REGIONAL WORKSHOP 

  6:30-9p Topic:  Laying the Groundwork 

    Location:  St. Peter, Cameron 

    Contact Peggy Schoenfuss: 715-234-5044; pschoenfuss@catholicdos.org 

 

Thursday 9/20/18 FALL REGIONAL WORKSHOP 

  6:30-9p Topic:  Laying the Groundwork 

    Location:  St. Francis Xavier, Merrill 

    Contact Peggy Schoenfuss: 715-234-5044; pschoenfuss@catholicdos.org 

       

Friday-  9/21/18 LAY LEADER OF PRAYER INITIAL FORMATION WORKSHOP 

Saturday 9/22/18 Presenters:  Sr. Marla Lang-FSPA, Pat Pintens & Paul Birch 

Location:  St. Anthony of Padua, Park Falls 

    Contact Paul Birch:  715-394-0233; pbirch@catholicdos.org 

 

Monday 9/24/18 NATURAL FAMILY PLANNING INTRODUCTORY SESSION 

  7p  Northland Family Programs 

    Location:  St. Mary’s Hospital, Superior 

    Contact:  218-786-2378 or 1-800-842-0279 

 

Wednesday- 9/26/18 40 DAYS FOR LIFE 

Sunday 11/4/18 Sign up for a time to pray at:  https://40daysforlife.com 

 

Wednesday 9/26/2018 ALY ALEIGHA CONCERT 

  6p  Location:  St. Francis de Sales Church, Spooner   

  

Wednesday 9/26/18 IGNITE YOUTH RALLY   

  6-9p  Location:  St. Bridget, River Falls 

    Registration Form:  http://5291.sites.ecatholic.com/diocesan-youth-rallies 

 

Saturday 9/29/18 GOD’S GIFT – TO LOVE EVERY BODY 2018 

  8:00a-3p Theme:  There’s a Hole in Our Soul 

    Presenters:  Vicki Thorn and Fr. David Neuschwander 

    Location:  WITC Conference Center, Superior 

    Contact: 715-392-2937; godsgift2017@catholicdos.org 

    Online Registration:  https://catholicdos.org/gods-gift-1 

mailto:pschoenfuss@catholicdos.org
mailto:pschoenfuss@catholicdos.org
mailto:pbirch@catholicdos.org
https://40daysforlife.com/
http://5291.sites.ecatholic.com/diocesan-youth-rallies
mailto:godsgift2017@catholicdos.org
https://catholicdos.org/gods-gift-1


CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

DIOCESE OF SUPERIOR 

October 2018 

 

Tuesday 10/2/18 PRINCIPAL MEETING 

    Location:  Immaculate Conception Church, New Richmond 

    Contact Peggy Schoenfuss: pschoenfuss@catholicdos.org; 715-234-5044 

 

Friday-  10/5/18 SCHOOL OF SERVANT LEADERSHIP COURSE 3 

Saturday    6-9p  Theme:  Contemplative Leadership 

  10/6/18 Location:  St. Anthony Church Hall, Tony 

  8:30a-4p Contact Chris Newkirk: cnewkirk@catholicdos.org; 715-394-0240 

 

Friday   10/5/18 CENTRAL REGION SCHOOL MASS WITH BISHOP 

  10a  Location:  St. Joseph Church, Rice Lake 

    Contact Peggy Schoenfuss: pschoenfuss@catholicdos.org; 715-234-5044 

 

Saturday 10/6/18 FALL CHARISMATIC RENEWAL CONFERENCE 

    Location:  St. Joseph Church, Barron 

 

Tuesday  10/9/18 PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT DAY 

  9:30a-3p Topic:  Sabbath Time – A Spirituality of Time and Rest for Ministers 

    Presenter:  Deacon Rick Miech 

    Location:  St. Joseph’s Parish Center, Hayward 

    Contact Chris Newkirk:  cnewkirk@catholicdos.org; 715-394-0240 

 

Thursday 10/11/18 PRINCIPAL SMDP ORIENTATION  

    Location:  Online via Go-to-Meeting 

    Contact Peggy Schoenfuss: pschoenfuss@catholicdos.org; 715-234-5044 

 

Thursday 10/11/18 NEW TEACHER ORIENTATION 

    Location:  Online via Go-to-Meeting 

    Contact Peggy Schoenfuss:  pschoenfuss@catholicdos.org; 715-234-5044 

 

Saturday- 10/13/18 MASS ATTENDANCE COUNTS 

Sunday 10/14/18 Contact Daniel Blank: dblank@catholicdos.org; 715-394-0211 

 

Sunday- 10/14/18 ANNUAL CLERGY ONGOING FORMATION WORKSHOP  

Tuesday 10/16/18 Presenter:  Dr. James Steffen 

    Topic:  Aligned Thinking  

    Location:  Hotel Chequamegon, Ashland 

    Contact Fr. Kevin Gordon: kgordon@catholicdos.org; 715-913-0183  

 

 

mailto:pschoenfuss@catholicdos.org
mailto:cnewkirk@catholicdos.org
mailto:pschoenfuss@catholicdos.org
mailto:cnewkirk@catholicdos.org
mailto:pschoenfuss@catholicdos.org
mailto:pschoenfuss@catholicdos.org
mailto:dblank@catholicdos.org
mailto:kgordon@catholicdos.org
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Friday-  10/19/18 N.E.W. KOINONIA RETREAT #51 

Sunday 10/21/18 Location:  St. Francis Xavier Church, Merrill 

    Contact Bluette Puchner: onthelak@centurytel.net  

 

Sunday 10/21/18 WORLD MISSION SUNDAY 

    Contact Fr. Greg Hopefl: 715-865-3669 

 

Monday 10/22/18 NATURAL FAMILY PLANNING INTRODUCTORY SESSION 

  7p  Northland Family Programs 

    Location:  St. Mary’s Hospital, Superior 

    Call to Register:  218-786-2378 or 1-800-842-0279  

 

Wednesday 10/24/18 SILVER RING THING 

  7-9p  Location:  Hayward High School 

    https://www.silverringthing.com/ 

 

Wednesday  10/24/18 IGNITE YOUTH RALLY 

  6-9p  Location:  Holy Rosary Church, Medford 

    Registration Form: http://5291.sites.ecatholic.com/diocesan-youth-rallies 

 

Friday  10/26/18 FALL CONFERENCE 

  8a-3:30p Theme:  Teach Me Your Ways O Lord 

    Keynote Speakers:  Most Reverend David L. Ricken, Bishop of the  

                Diocese of Green Bay & Michelle Nilsson 

    Location:  St. Joseph Church, Rice Lake     

Contact Kathy Drinkwine:  kdrinkwine@catholicdos.org; 715-394-0216 

 

Friday-  10/26/18 ANNUAL DIACONATE RETREAT 

Sunday 10/28/18 Retreat Leader:  Dr. Kevin Vaughan 

Location:  St. Anthony Spirituality Center, Marathon  

Contact Deacon John Grek:  jgrek@catholicdos.org; 715-394-0235 

 

Wednesday 10/31/18 GOVERNOR’S FAITH-BASED SUMMIT ON OPIOIDS 

  9a-1p  Location:  Red Cedar Church, 1701 West Allen Street, Rice Lake 

    Contact:  Mary Haralampopoulos; mary.haralampopoulos@dhs.wisconsin.gov;  

    608-267-3783; www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/opioids     

   

mailto:onthelak@centurytel.net
https://www.silverringthing.com/
http://5291.sites.ecatholic.com/diocesan-youth-rallies
mailto:kdrinkwine@catholicdos.org
mailto:jgrek@catholicdos.org
mailto:mary.haralampopoulos@dhs.wisconsin.gov
http://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/opioids


WISCONSIN PASTORAL HANDBOOK CHANGES 

Additions/Changes 

 September 2018  

The following underlined sections are changes to the 2018 Wisconsin Pastoral Handbook;  

Red = Delete, Green = Add, Blue = Change 

 

F-7 DEANS 

 North Central Deanery:  Open       Delete  

      Very Rev. Frank Kordek, OFM  Add 

F-7 PRESBYTERAL COUNCIL 

 Rev. Michael Tupa         Delete 

 Rev. Jerome D’Souza, CMF        Add 

 Very Rev. Frank Kordek, OFM       Add 

 

F-14 PARISHES 

 HUDSON 

 ST. PATRICK 

 Deacons:    Thomas Kroll     Add 

F-14 PARISHES 

 HURLEY 

 ST. MARY OF THE SEVEN DOLORS 

 Parochial Admin.:   Very Rev. Frank Kordek, OFM  Add 

F-16 PARISHES 

 MEDFORD 

 OUR LADY OF THE HOLY ROSARY 

 Prin.:     Brenda Spindler    Change 

F-19 PARISHES 

SAXON 

ST. ANN 

Parochial Admin.:   Very Rev. Frank Kordek, OFM  Add 

F-20 PARISHES 

 SPOONER 

 ST. FRANCIS DE SALES 

 Prin.:     Sarah Darwin     Change 

F-21 PARISHES 

 SUPERIOR 

 CATHEDRAL OF CHRIST THE KING 

 Prin.:     Jaime Samarziya    Change 
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F-26 PRIESTS 

 Kordek, Very Rev. Frank, OFM       Add 

 Dean:      North Central Deanery    Add 

F-26 PRIESTS 

 Laski, Rev. Adam, (Student of Canon Law), 1+ (343) 548-9340   Change 

 150 Hazel Street         Add 

 Mail #708          Add 

 Ottawa, Ontario, K1S 5T8 Canada       Add 

F-27 PRIESTS 

 Mullen, Rev. Dennis 

 Retired:   111 West Marshall Street, Rice Lake, 54868  Change 

F-31 DEACONS 

 Kroll, Thomas (Susan) ’18 312-301-1973      Add 

 900 Spruce Drive, Hudson, 54016       Add 

 Serves:  St. Patrick, Hudson        Add  

 









N.E.W. 

KOINONIA 
 

“An opportunity for individuals 
to encounter Jesus Christ through 

an experience of Christian 
community” 

 

 
 

Diocese of Superior 
 
 

Calling adults to celebrate the 

     Paschal Mystery in community  

WHAT IS THE PURPOSE OF 
KOINONIA? 

 
Koinonia is a community experience in 

Christian living designed especially for 
adults.    This N.E.W. retreat weekend is an 
official program of the Diocese of Superior.  
The weekend consists of presentations, 
discussions, reflections, sharing, prayer and 
liturgical celebrations. 

 
Koinonia has a twofold purpose: 
 
The first is to provide a time and a place for 
adult Christians to experience the reality of 
Christian community, fellowship and sharing 

– that is to say:  “Koinonia.” 
 
The second purpose is to provide a depth of 
faith-sharing support that allows and 
challenges inner renewal for each participant 
at his or her own level.  Renewal often 

brings about a desire to serve.  Koinonia 

can rightly be called a “renewal” program in 
this respect. 
 

WHAT IS IT LIKE? 
 

The theme of the Koinonia weekend is the 

Paschal Mystery; the death and resurrection 
of Jesus.  We take this central teaching of 
our faith and show how it applies to our daily 
lives. During the weekend the Church year is 
expressed in three days.  On Friday, “Lent” 
is celebrated.  Time is given to a communal 
penance service and the opportunity for 
individual confession through the Sacrament 
of Reconciliation  
 

On Saturday, we devote ourselves to the 
celebration of Easter.  We focus on the 
implications that the Resurrection brings to 
the life of each Christian. 
 
On Sunday, we celebrate Pentecost and 
examine our roles in the Church, especially 
our call to spread the Good News in the way 
that is best for us. 
 

WHO CAN MAKE A 
 KOINONIA WEEKEND? 

 

A typical Koinonia weekend includes one or 

more priests and may include deacons or 
religious sisters or brothers, and ten to thirty 
other adult lay persons. 
 
The participants come from various walks of 
life and usually encompass a wide age span.  

Koinonia represents community much the 

same as our Sunday liturgies. 
 
Anyone who is concerned about his or 
relationship with God and/or would like to 
enhance his or her own spirituality, and is 
willing to spend the time with a group of 
people with this same basic interest, should 

consider making a Koinonia weekend. 

 
 

He calls us each by name to be 
one with each other….. 
 
 
 
 

 



OTHER INFORMATION 

Koinonia weekends begin on Friday, late 

afternoon. We ask that you arrive between 

4:15 and 4:30 PM so that we can begin our 

weekend by 5:15. Our weekends typically 

end by 4:00 PM on Sunday. All meals are 

provided, from supper on Friday through 

lunch on Sunday. 

You will sleep at home if you live nearby. 

For others, we will arrange for a bed in a 

parishioner's home. If you prefer, you may 

choose to stay at a motel at your expense. 

COST FOR THE ENTIRE WEEKEND: 

$40.00 per person 

To apply, fill out the application (keep this 
section) and return it with your registration 
fee to the address given. This address is 

 Not where the weekend will be held.  
 
 Please make check payable to: 
           N.E.W. Koinonia 

Approximately 2-3 weeks before the 

weekend, you will receive a confirming 

letter containing additional information that 

you will need. If space is limited we will 

accept participants on a "first come, first 

served” basis. If this happens, your money 

will be refunded. 

If you have any further questions about 

Koinonia, or send in your application and 

don't hear back, please call: 

Missy Wiener 

APPLICATION FORM 

Mail Application and Payment to: 

N. E. W.  Koinonia Retreat Weekend 

P. O. Box 433 
Mellen, WI 54546 

 
Retreat #_______________  Location____________________________________ 

Name(s):____________________________________________________________ 

Address: ___________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________ 

Telephone #:__________________________E-Mail__________________________ 

Birth Date (month / date) ____________________________ 

Your Parish: _________________________ Pastor:_______________________ 

Catholic/Non-Catholic (circle one)  

   
 I need a place to sleep_____   I will find a motel ____   I will sleep at home_____ 

 

Describe your participation in your church: 

 

Have you had previous retreat experiences? If so, describe briefly: 

 

What do you expect from Koinonia? 

 

How did you find out about Koinonia? 

 

Please indicate any dietary or special health requirement that we should know 

about to make your weekend more comfortable: 

         Revised December 2014 715.274-3911 
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September marks a transition time for most of us. Vacations are over. Those with children return to the routines of school, 
sports, and activities. We anticipate autumn and get outside as often as we can before winter arrives. The liturgical year is in 
transition, too. We concluded the Easter season in the late spring, and spent the Sundays of summer hearing of Jesus’ 
miracles and interactions with his early followers. We reflected on Christ’s identity as the living bread of life and recognized 
the abundance of God’s grace and goodness in our lives. Now, in the autumn weeks of Ordinary Time, we encounter some 
of the most essential and challenging of Jesus’ teachings, and hear to the call to take Jesus’ way of life to heart: “Whoever 
wishes to come after me must deny himself, take up his cross, and follow me. For whoever wishes to save his life will lose it, 
but whoever loses his life for my sake and that of the gospel will save it.” (MK 8:27-35)

What does it mean to deny oneself? 
Are we called to forsake who we are 
in order to follow the Lord? When 
we read the context of this teaching, 
this is not the sort of denial Jesus 
has in mind. Quite the opposite, in 
fact. Jesus had predicted his 
passion, death, and resurrection. 
Peter, who had just proclaimed faith 
in Jesus as the Messiah, rebuked 
Jesus, which prompted the teaching. 
Jesus had spoken the truth of who 
he is and what his mission would 
entail. When he tells us to deny 
ourselves, he is asking us to put 
aside anything that will prevent us 
from living our true mission as a 
child of God and follower of Jesus.

Deny yourself Take up 
your cross

Follow 
Jesus

Impact
Bring faith to life. Find life in faith.

In anticipating his passion and 
crucifixion, Jesus demonstrated his 
acceptance of the cross as the 
consequence of living his mission. 
Jesus tells us to take up our crosses 
— the trials, suffering, and challenges 
that we face in daily life, particularly 
the demands we face as a 
consequence of living as his 
disciples in the world. When we are 
tempted to take the easy way out, 
give in to selfish and self-centered 
tendencies, and turn away from 
those who need love, care, and 
compassion, we may rely on God’s 
grace and the power of the Holy 
Spirit to strengthen us to live our 
mission as Christ’s people.

We are always works in progress 
where it comes to following Jesus. 
As we know from the gospels, the 
apostles did not always get it right. 
They sometimes failed to 
understand Jesus’ actions and 
teaching, and at times missed the 
mark in what they said and did (see 
page 2 for an example). Jesus did 
not walk away from them, and 
remains with us, always present as 
we live and grow as his disciples. We 
are called to journey with the Lord, 
opening our minds, hearts, and lives 
to him. As disciples, we are to carry 
out his mission, giving of ourselves 
and our resources and sharing his 
love in the world.
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!2Bring faith to life. Find life in faith.

Impact this month  
Reflect on your life. How do you deny yourself, take up your cross, and follow Jesus? 

How may you be called to stretch yourself in order to grow as a disciple who is the “last of all and the servant of all”? 

What recent experiences come to mind in which you had opportunities to “do” the word, in which faith directed your actions? 

Imagine yourself walking with Jesus and the disciples. Jesus has just told 
them that he will be handed over to those who would kill him, and that 
three days after his death, he will rise. The disciples did not understand 
him, and did not know how to ask what he meant. They drop back a bit, 
following Jesus, and talking among themselves. Rather than discussing his 
confusing words, however, they begin to banter back and forth about who 
among them is the greatest.  

Wait, you might think. They’re missing the point! They were physically 
following Jesus, walking just behind him on the road. But they were far 
from following his way, the way of mercy, forgiveness, and love. When they 
arrived at the house in Capernaum, Jesus asked what they were arguing 
about. Their silence was telling. In that moment, they knew they had 
strayed, even though they were so close in proximity to him.  

Jesus’ response rings in our ears, as it must have those who heard him that 
day: “If anyone wishes to be first, he 
shall be the last of all and the servant 
of all.” In reflecting on what Jesus 
taught, Saint James realized that we 
must be “be doers of the word and not 
hearers only.” James knew that we 
have a tendency to remain complacent 
and inactive, telling ourselves in our 
heads that we are people of faith, but 
not allowing Jesus’ call to love and 
service to have an impact on our lives.   

Every day provides an opportunity to serve another, often simply and 
quietly with little notice by the people around us. Saint James tells us that 
if we do not take these opportunities and act on them, we delude 
ourselves into thinking we are Christians, yet we fail to do as Jesus 
commands. Our actions must reflect our faith and be a response to Christ’s 
call. For some of us, being the “last of all and the servant of all” comes 
naturally easily; for many, such living is a real challenge.  

In what ways do Jesus’ command and James’ wisdom provide direction, 
encouragement, and challenge for you at this time in your life? 

If anyone wishes 
to be first, he 

shall be the last 
of all and the 
servant of all.



   

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

The Diocese of Superior Respect Life Office presents: 

           
      

 
 

 

September 29, 2018 
Saturday: WITC Conference Center  

                              

   Vicki Thorn 
                                          Using scientific studies, Vicki Thorn shares how men and women are inherently different, yet are built to   

    complement each other. She explains the biochemistry of sex, the problems of the sexual revolution and the  

    fascinating science of attraction. Using biological data, she shows that the Church's teaching on sexual morality 
      is not outdated and has significant benefits for the physical, mental and spiritual well-being of men and women  
    today. Vicki Thorn is the founder of Project Rachel and the Executive Director of the National office of                                    
    Post-Abortion Reconciliation & Healing in Milwaukee. Her work has led her to research how   

      people fall in love and bond to each other.  
 

                                Fr. David Neuschwander 
A native of Hudson, Fr. David Neuschwander was ordained in 2014 for the Diocese of Superior. In July, he was 
assigned as Associate pastor for the Superior Cathedral Cluster. He attended the University of St. Thomas and  
Mundelein Seminary.  Fr David speaks on our first vocation, which is to LOVE. As a pillar of the Vocations team 
for the Diocese of Superior, Fr. David brings a fresh presence to youth and converts hearts with his enthusiasm. 
  

  REGISTER ONLINE: HTTP://BIT.LY/GGSUPERIOR 
 

 

 
 

 

 

Opportunities for: 
Confession  

Eucharistic Adoration    

There’s a Hole 
in Our Soul. 

There’s a Hole 
in Our Soul. 

http://bit.ly/ggsuperior


The Diocese of Superior Respect Life Office Presents: 

God’s Gift: There’s a Hole in our Soul  
 

 
 
 
 
 

Saturday, September 29th God’s Gift Conference 
WITC Conference Center 

Doors open at 8am 
 

  9am   Keynote by Fr. David Neuschwander  

10am  Vicki Thorn Session I  

12pm   Lunch Provided  

  1pm   Vicki Thorn Session II  

  4pm   Vigil Mass at Cathedral of Christ the King  1111 Belknap Street 
 

Exhibitors, Family Room, Adoration, and Confession available 

      

Register Online: http://bit.ly/ggsuperior 

Email: godsgift@catholicdos.org          

Respect Life Office: 715-392-2937 
 

 

Name 

Address 

Email 

Phone 

Parish 
 

Registration includes Lunch and Tshirt:                                         
 

        Preorder T-shirt:   M  L   XL   XXL    

  Saturday Adult ($30)     (Circle one) Pick up day  at event  

  Saturday Teen/College ($10)  
Scholarships Available 
 

 

 

Register by September 20, 2018. Limited seating! 
Total Enclosed $___________________________ 

 

*Previously advertised Friday night portion has been cancelled.  
Attend the Prolife Ministries of Duluth MN event. 

http://prolife4duluth.com/events.html 

 600 North 21st Street, Superior WI

Return Registration 

to: God’s Gift 

Diocese of Superior 

PO Box 969                              

 Superior, WI 54880

Free Event Parking! 

http://bit.ly/ggsuperior
http://prolife4duluth.com/events.html
http://prolife4duluth.com/events.html


Aly Aleigha
Free Concert featuring 

St. Francis de Sales 

Spooner,  WI 

 

Wednesday 

September 26, 2018 

 

6:00 p.m. Mass 

7:00 Concert 

8:15 Go forth renewed 

 

Aly is an up and coming artist, touring all over the 
United States.  She has played at Steubenville 
Conferences and is endorsed by Fr. Mike Schmitz 
and Jeff Cavins.  Come and be inspired by her 
amazing gift to bring you closer to Christ through 
her music and testimony.             

Sponsored by SFdS of Spooner and St. Joseph's of Hayward

Questions?  Loree Nauertz 715-635-4676 or loree.nauertz@gmail.com







Featuring:  Roundtrip air from Minneapolis, first class/select hotels, most meals, comprehensive 

sightseeing with a professional tour guide, entrance fees, porterage and hotel service charges. 

 FOR A BROCHURE WITH COMPLETE DETAILS, PLEASE CONTACT OR DETACH & MAIL TO: 

Debra Lieberg, Secretary to the Bishop  

DIOCESE OF SUPERIOR 

P.O. Box 969 

Superior, WI  54880  

Tel:  (715) 394-0205 Bishop Powers’ Office 

        (715) 715) 246-4652 Fr. Anderson’s Phone 

Fax: (715) 395-3149 

Email: dlieberg@catholicdos.org  

Lisbon ♦ Fatima ♦ Santiago de Compostela ♦ Salamanca ♦ Madrid ♦ Lourdes 

$2999 FROM 
MINNEAPOLIS 
(Air/land tour price is $2549 

plus $450 government taxes/ 

airline surcharges) 

NAWAS INTERNATIONAL TRAVEL, INC.  

NAME:          

ADDRESS:         

CITY:          

STATE:   ZIP CODE:      

PHONE:         

EMAIL:         
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