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RENEWING CATECHESIS AT THE LIVING SOURCES 
By Petroc Willey 

 
What is the significance of St. John Paul’s statement that 
the Catechism was published in order to enable 
catechesis to be renewed at the “living sources of the 
faith”? 
 

The Living Sources 
Most importantly, St. John Paul draws 
our attention to the action of the Trinity 
in catechesis. The “living Sources” are 
the Persons of the Trinity. The sources 
we seek, and from which our catechesis 
is perpetually renewed, are not in the 
past but in the living present. Christ 
comes to reveal the face and love of the 
Father. Christ himself is the teacher, 
speaking through his Church, today. Our 
catechesis is to echo this divine voice, 
allowing those we teach to hear Christ 
and his words through our lips. Our 
catechesis also directs people to the 
Holy Spirit, who is the “interior Master,” 
forming us in order to attune us to the voice of Christ: “to 
be in touch with Christ, we must first have been touched 
by the Holy Spirit. He comes to meet us and kindles faith 
in us.” The Catechism asks us to foster a model of 
teaching and learning in which every member of the 
Church is perpetually a learner and a disciple, since both 
catechist and catechumen look together to Christ (the 
principal Teacher) and to the Holy Spirit (the interior 
Master and Pedagogue) who together lead us into the 
presence of the Father, the source and origin both of 
divine and created life. The ultimate authority for our 
teaching is vested, therefore, not in the catechist nor in 
the catechumen but beyond them both. 

The appeal to renew catechesis at the living sources of 
the faith also intends to direct us to all that is given in 
Scripture and Tradition, the two modes of transmission 
of Divine Revelation flowing “from the same divine well-

spring” and giving life to the Church. 
“Each of them makes present and fruitful 
in the Church the mystery of Christ.” The 
catechist assists those being taught to 
learn directly from the sources of the 
faith, for it is precisely through direct 
contact with these living media of 
revelation that the Lord attunes 
catechumens to himself. 
 

Two Ways of Teaching 
St. Augustine enables us to appreciate 
some of what this entails for the work of 
catechesis by distinguishing between two 
ways of teaching. He describes a first kind 
of teaching as “reading.” For example, 
the catechist might provide a 

commentary for his hearers on the Scriptures. In this 
instance, he is informing his listeners of what he knows. 
Even though this might be valuable at times, Augustine 
believes that it really only deserves the title of “reading” 
rather than “teaching.” He argues that it is something 
akin to a person reading aloud to another person: “He 
who teaches how the Scriptures are to be understood is 
like a teacher who advises how the words are to be read.” 
 
Only the second way, Augustine asserts, is a genuine 
“teaching.” In this case, the teacher provides the 
catechumen with the tools to access the inspired sources 
from which they can continue to learn. Similar to the 
maxim, “give a man a fish and you feed him for a day; 
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teach a man to fish and you feed him for a lifetime,” 
Augustine concludes: 
 

Just as a man who knows how to read will not 
need another reader … he who recognizes the 
precepts we wish to teach will not need another 
to reveal those things which need exploring when 
he finds any obscurity in books, since he has 
certain rules like those used in reading in his 
understanding. 

 
The Church gives us the Catechism, not only to teach us 
“the words” but also, and alongside this, how to read the 
inspired sources of Scripture and Tradition.  
 
Dr. Petroc Willey is Professor of Catechetics at Franciscan 
University and Reader in the New Evangelization at the 
School of the Annunciation, England. He is a Consultor for 
the Pontifical Council for the Promotion of the New 
Evangelization. 
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EVERY CLASSROOM ALIVE WITH FAITH 
By Kristin Barstow Melley 

 
Studies have shown that Catholic students felt less 
connected with their faith than other Christian students. 
Find out how you can foster faith building no matter what 
subject you teach. 

 
What do you teach? 
Math? Social studies? 
Some of you might 
have answered, 
“Students.” Clever. 
Whatever you 
consider yourself a 
teacher of, do you 
also think of yourself 
as a teacher of 
Catholicism? Do you 
invest in your spiritual 

growth as part of your professional development? If you 
don’t, you should. I have seen that a school’s Catholic 
identity flourishes when teachers model faith regardless 
of the subjects they teach. “But,” you may ask, “Isn’t that 
the job of the religion teacher?” No, and here are a few 
reasons why. 
 

First, everything in a Catholic school transmits the faith. 
From the way we answer school phones to the rehearsal 
schedule of the school play, from how we share meals in 
the cafeteria to how students are greeted at the school 
door: everything we do teaches Catholic identity because 
how we behave shows what we value. Seeing yourself not 
only as a teacher but also as a Catholic-school teacher 
enables the Catholic identity of the school to thrive. 
 
Second, designating Catholic formation to one person in 
the school building limits Catholicism, treating it as a 
body of knowledge to be studied, narrowing it into 
historical moments, teachings, and figures. Being Catholic 
is far too dynamic to be revealed or understood in a 
course. It’s about living, stumbling, loving, renewing. 
 
Third, not every student forms a natural connection with 
the same one or two teachers. We cannot leave Catholic 
identity to the religion teacher or campus ministry team 
because the diversity of the students necessitates a 
diversity of role models. God needs all of us with our 
various passions and fields of expertise to excite the 
Catholic learner. 
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To be clear, I am not suggesting you sacrifice your 
morning prep period to teach Catholicism. The invitation 
is to think creatively about your implicit curriculum, 
regardless of your subject matter. 
 
Here’s why: Think of the teacher you admired most as a 
student. What do you recall from your time in that 
teacher’s classroom? Chances are, memories of how that 
teacher interacted with you are stronger than memories 
of the subject matter that teacher taught. The implicit or 
informal curriculum can be and 
often is more powerful than the 
explicit or formal curriculum. 
And chances are, this is true for 
the students sitting in your 
classroom today. Who you are 
and the way you interact with 
your students may resonate 
more deeply than your lessons 
on the Truman Doctrine or 
rainforests. 
 
If a school has a strong Catholic 
identity, isn’t it already 
modeling the faith? Truly, Catholic identity is a significant 
and valuable way we communicate our school’s affiliation 
with Catholicism. It is our shared fingerprint, revealed in 
our school mission statements, our publications, our 
common prayers, even woven thoughtfully into our unit 
plans no matter the subject. However, we must recognize 
there are limitations to simply focusing on Catholic 
identity. It is great at conveying who we are, but we must 
strive to go deeper. 
 
What I believe is missing from many of our classrooms is 
the Catholicism that expresses religious meaning in our 
daily lives––the tangible joy for the blessings in our day, 
the prayerful process to discern challenges and options, 
the authentic awareness of the nearness of Jesus. These 
elements dwell in the implicit curriculum and call us to 
delve more deeply into our faith. 
 
If we remain only on the surface of our Catholic identity, 
we ignore our role to nurture our students’ faith 
development. Each of us has encountered concerning 
trends in our Church, and these tend to creep up when 
being Catholic is relegated to just Mass on Sunday. 
 
According to the National Survey of Youth and Religion 
(NSYR) (a study conducted in 2002-2003 of approximately 
3,000 U.S. youth between the ages of 13 and 17 by 

researchers at the University of North Carolina, Chapel 
Hill), Roman Catholic teenagers in the United States 
demonstrated a consistently weak understanding of basic 
Church teachings and, in comparison with their non-
Catholic Christian peers, reported little to no practical 
application of the faith in their daily lives. In 2005, 
Christian Smith published the story of this research in 
Soul Searching: The Religious and Spiritual Lives of 
American Teenagers. He writes, “Our findings regarding 
Catholic teenagers show many of them to be living far 

outside of official Church 
norms defining true Catholic 
faithfulness.”1

  
 
The study is well worth 
reading, and for the purposes 
of this article, I want to 
highlight a few of its data 
points which asked the youth 
to evaluate their religious 
experiences. I share these to 
contrast the responses from 
Roman Catholic teenagers 
with their Christian peers.2 

 
These findings should startle us. But are we surprised? Do 
our own adult Catholic lives lack these experiences as 
well? As educators, we have been given a great gift to 
journey alongside our young people not only in the 
growth and development of their minds but the 
development of their whole selves. From this perspective 
any ordinary interaction can have meaning and lasting 
value. 
 
Perhaps you are saying, “But I do talk about Catholicism 
with my students. I do encourage them to find God in 
their lives.” I have no doubt you do. In my experience, 
most if not all Catholic-school teachers are committed to 
integrating Catholicism into their classes. However, it 
seems these efforts are not registering with all the 
students. How do we know this? 
 
In 2008, the National Catholic Center for Student 
Aspirations, an affiliate of the Quaglia Institute for 
Student Aspirations, surveyed 11,000 students enrolled in 
U.S. Catholic high schools. In the figure below are just a 
few statements and student responses to the survey. 
 
Focus group discussions based on these survey results 
indicate that while the teachers are providing a Catholic 
viewpoint and encouraging students to connect with God, 
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it is not apparent to half of our students. Our intentions 
are not obvious from the students’ perspective. These 
findings and those of the NSYR suggest a need for 
authentic and student-focused faith experiences, and I 
believe these can be provided meaningfully through the 
implicit curriculum and teacher faith role models. 
 
Where Do We Go from Here? 

•   Get inspired! Do your students know what calls to 
you? What gives you joy? How you stay connected to 
those things? What long-term project can you and your 
class develop that nourishes that joy and reveals your 
enthusiasm for being a person of faith? Connect with 
area participants of international mission programs and 
follow their work abroad with Skype and blog posts. 
 
•    Be intentional with your implicit curriculum. 
Recognize opportunities to model faith. Take time 
identifying the person you desire to be for your students 
and allow yourself small pockets of time each day to pray 
for God’s guidance and inspiration to actualize this part of 
yourself. Model forgiveness, charity, and second chances 
with students and colleagues. 

 
•    Go out on a limb for the lost sheep. Without fail, every 
year there is that one student who troubles us, makes us 
less certain of our footing, and can single-handedly undo 
much of our satisfaction as educators. As tempting as it 
might be to spend the year circumnavigating the student, 
consider him or her a gift from God, inviting you to grow, 
to risk seeing things in a new light, to relearn things you 
believed to be self-evident. This student usually needs an 
ally, and your support allows you to demonstrate your 
commitment as a faith role-model. 

•    Find ways to increase student voice at your school. 
Solicit feedback from your students and use it to inform 
your interactions with them. You can learn about student 
voice through the work of Dr. Russell J. Quaglia at the 
Quaglia Institute for Student Aspirations (qisa.org). 
Connecting with your students’ perspective will help you 
and your students to communicate more openly about 
how they experience school life, learn ways to get more 
out of your classroom experience, and understand what 
they hope for for their lives. 
 
•    In a Catholic school, the implicit curriculum is as 
important as the explicit curriculum. Of course, we 
continue as Catholic-school teachers to be fully 
committed to renewing and advancing our skills and 
knowledge in the subject areas we teach. Our students’ 
demonstrated abilities and academic successes beyond 
the classroom attest to teacher effectiveness. But in the 
context of a Catholic school, our call is to root our 
curriculum in the deeper experiences of Catholic identity 
and model for our students in ways that inspire their faith 
journeys.  
 
•    Relearn Catholicism as an adult. Alvin Toffler, the 
American writer and futurist, is known for saying, “The 
illiterate of the 21st century will not be those who cannot 
read and write, but those who cannot learn, unlearn, and 
relearn.” A faith journey is much the same. The lessons 
we learned as children about Jesus and God are not 
robust enough to bring meaning to our adult lives. As 
adults we must relearn who God is and encounter anew 
the treasures of our tradition. This is a natural step in the 
life of an educator. We know the importance of life-long 
learning. Find learning opportunities at your parish or 
online, or help to form one for the adults in your school 
community. 

 
1. Christian Smith, Soul Searching: The Religious and Spiritual Lives of 
American Teenagers (New 
York: Oxford University Press, 2005), 194. 
2. Smith, Soul Searching, 45. 

Kristin Barstow Melley is Associate Director, Roche 
Center for Catholic Education, Boston College. 

Source: Today’s Catholic Teacher, November/December 2013 
Copyright 2016, Peter Li, Inc. All rights reserved. This article is 
protected by United States copyright and other intellectual property 
laws and may not be reproduced, rewritten, distributed, 
redisseminated, transmitted, displayed, published or broadcast, 
directly or indirectly, in any medium without the prior written 
permission of Peter Li, Inc. 
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WHAT DO CATHOLICS BELIEVE ABOUT THE SACRAMENTS? 
 

In our human experience, the word encounter has many 
meanings. Attached to the word can be a variety of 
feelings that are connected to memories of 
“encounters.” You can encounter a problem or new 
situation that requires some creative problem-solving. 
The word can describe a challenging moment with 
another person. The most significant encounters we 
have, however, are those encounters that touch the 
deepest parts of our human soul. It may be the smiling, 
crying face of a person who has been handed the keys to 
a home constructed by a volunteer group or the open 
arms of a child running for the parent soldier who is 
returning home. 

 
The most intimate of all encounters happen when we 
look into the eyes of another and see into his or her 
heart. Whether we see grief, joy, struggle or love, we 
experience a connection of the most profound kind. We 
experience a communion, an intimacy that in some way 
changes us.  
 
No wonder Pope Saint John Paul II chose to speak about 
God’s invitation to relationship and our response as an 
encounter: “The most beautiful and stirring adventure 
that can happen to you,” he says, “is the personal 
meeting with Jesus, who is the only one who gives real 
meaning to our life.” He explains that “only in the 
encounter with Him, the Word made flesh, do we find 
the fullness of self-realization and happiness.” 
 
Encounter through the Sacraments 

While God invites us to deeper intimacy through various 
sacred experiences, Pope Benedict XVI tells us that in 
the Seven Sacraments we experience a “grace-filled 
encounter with the Risen Lord.” Sacraments cannot be 
reduced to things that we get in order to gain favor with 
God. 

The Seven Sacraments are gifts given to us by God 
through the power of the Holy Spirit. In the Sacraments, 
we can hear, see, touch and taste the love of God given 
to us in his Son. The life of God that flows through his 
Son by the power of the Holy Spirit, flows through the 
Church in liturgical rites that express and discover 
profound communion with Jesus and one another. So in 
water, we die and rise. Anointed with oil, we are 
strengthened and called. Through bread and wine that 
are transformed into the Body and Blood of Christ, we 
are given the only food that will truly satisfy the hunger 
of our hearts. In the signs, symbols, actions and words of 
the rites, we encounter Christ. 
 
Through that encounter, we participate in the intimacy 
of the life of the Trinity. We are graced. The Sacraments 
are efficacious signs of grace because Christ himself is at 
work through the Sacraments. A sacrament not only 
points to something greater, it becomes what it 
signifies. The water used in Baptism not only represents 
dying to sin and rising to a life in Christ, what it 
represents actually happens. By the power of the Holy 
Spirit, in that water we are united to Christ and share in 
divine life. 
 
In the Sacrament of Penance, we are not simply 
reminded of God’s mercy and forgiveness, we ARE 
forgiven by Christ as we admit our sin. In the Eucharist, 
the bread and wine are not simply a reminder of Christ’s 
sacrifice on the cross and his desire to strengthen and 
nourish us. Through the power of the Holy Spirit and the 
words and actions of the priest, the bread and wine 
truly become the body and blood of Christ.   
 
Primary Catholic signs and symbols are rooted in human 
experience and social activity and are ageless. So we can 
use basic human experiences and needs to help us 
connect to the grace-filled experiences of the 
Sacraments. 
 
“What do Catholics believe about the Sacraments?” originally 
published in Engage magazine, Sept. 2016. Our Sunday Visitor, Inc. 
Used by permission. www.osv.com 

 
"The Sacraments are not mere appearances, they are 

not rituals; they are the power of Christ; Jesus Christ 

is present in the Sacraments." - Pope Francis 

 

http://www.osv.com/
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WHY TRADITIONAL CATECHESIS BORES MANY YOUNG ADULTS 
By Marcel LeJeune 

 

Trying to catechize a young adult who has never had a 
conversion to Jesus is like trying to teach marine biology 
to someone who has never seen an ocean. We might be 
able to transmit some knowledge, but we might also 
leave him or her disinterested to the reality that the 
ocean is dynamic, beautiful, and powerful. 
 

Herein lies the issue in many of our current catechetical 
models with young adults in the Catholic Church: our 
sequence, method, and execution of young adult faith 
formation is not working because it is out of order, 
ineffective, and unattractive to young people. 
 

The statistics tell us only one side of the story, yet they 
also help frame our problem with young adults in the 
Catholic Church. According to Pew Research, only 30% of 
Catholic adults are still “practicing” their faith (that is, 
attend Mass at least monthly). Another 38% self-identify 
as Catholics, though they rarely attend Mass. That leaves 
nearly 32% who no longer identify as Catholics.  In the 
young adult population, the numbers are even worse.  
 

Other questions arise: How many of those who go to 
Mass are intentional disciples who understand their 
identity as children of God? How many are open to 
sharing their faith? How many are seeking out 
opportunities to serve the poor? How many have a 
personal prayer life? How many are making good moral 
decisions? 
 

While the numbers can seem overwhelming, the 
opportunities to make a change to something better are 
everywhere. For decades, the Church’s mode of 
operation with young adults in the average local 
community hasn’t changed much. Consequently, most 
young people feel disenfranchised from the Church and 
many have stopped caring about faith issues at all.  
 

Changing the Sequence 

The reasons young adults aren’t interested in the Church 
won’t be found in the hot-buttons of marriage, sexuality, 
authority, or other doctrines of the Church. The reasons 
hinge on our failure to introduce them to a life-giving and 
transformative relationship with Jesus Christ. We have 
the sequence out of order, catechizing the unevangelized. 
Catechesis is meant primarily for those who have chosen 
to make Jesus their Lord, and are now open to being 
formed into one of Jesus’ disciples. The General Directory 
for Catechesis highlights this issue in how we envision 
catechesis: “It must be emphasized, however, that 
frequently contemporary evangelization of young people 
must adopt a missionary dimension rather than a strictly 
catechumenal dimension.”   
 

This missed step of proposing the kerygma (the basic 
message of the Good News of Jesus), which must be 
followed by the invitation to a response, is a problem not 
just for young adults but within many forms of catechesis. 
Instead of “go and make disciples,” many of us have 
fallen into a mentality that takes a different approach: 
“stay right where you are, wait for them to come to you, 
then teach them about Catholic things.” 
 

Identifying Effective Methods 
If we aren’t forming young people to be disciples of Christ 
before we try to catechize them, then they will be ill-
equipped to engage our modern culture. The culture, 
then, has the upper-hand in guiding them and teaching 
them where happiness is found. Most young Catholics 
struggle to integrate their faith into their life and they are 
either interiorly conflicted or profoundly indifferent. 
Without a relationship with Jesus, the Church’s teachings 
can easily be mistaken for one big “NO” rather than a 
“YES” to love, God, faith, others, and their own good. 
 

Our work with young adults has historically featured few 
attempts to call them to conversion and very little 
expectation of a personal prayer life or apprenticeship in 
the virtuous life. We then become stuck trying to plant 
seeds rather than realistically working for a bountiful 
harvest of holiness. On the other hand, many of us also 
have little knowledge of what a true Christian mentorship 
in a holy life looks like, because many who work in the 
trenches with young adults aren’t trained in Christian 
discipleship themselves. Our methodology is formed 
around the student and teacher relationship rather than 
one of Christian friendship, walking alongside one 
another. 
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More Effective Execution  

We also need to evaluate how we carry out our young 
adult formation. Sometimes, we might struggle with 
impatience or our own powerlessness when young 
people today freely share their doubts, fears, and 
conclusions that are different from our own. It is 
particularly difficult for us when young adults make life 
choices with which we disagree. It is vital that we be 
more open and patient when dealing with the struggles 
of others. Even after three years of being evangelized and 
formed by Christ himself, the twelve were not yet 
completely on board at the time he was taken from them 
on the night of the last supper.  
 

A friend shared with me a story that may help us see this 
more clearly. One day at Mass, my friend noticed a young 
woman on the other side of church who was dressed 
quite immodestly. My friend’s immediate reaction was 
negative and judgmental. What she later learned was 
that this was the first time the young woman had ever 
come to Mass. After years of sexual sin and drug abuse, 
the woman met a campus missionary who preached the 
Gospel to her and invited her into a relationship with 
Jesus. She accepted and started working on prayer, 
sobriety, and chastity. Modesty would hopefully soon 
follow, but she was just beginning her journey. Many of 
us would not only fail to be hospitable to such a person, 
but might even drive her right out of the church. 
 

So, why are young people bored with traditional 
catechesis? Because most don’t have a life-giving 
relationship with Jesus, don’t feel welcomed, don’t feel 
they can “explore” their questions without being judged, 
aren’t able to form real friendships with Christians who 
will be spiritual mentors or guides to them, and don’t 
want to sit in another classroom listening to a lecture.  
 

Several Important Recommendations 

We need a change in several areas of how we envision 
young adult evangelization and catechesis if we are to 
engage this generation of young people: 
 

• We all need to evangelize. We can’t wait for others to 
go and connect with young people, we need to do it 
ourselves. This is the purpose of the Church: to make 
disciples of all nations. If we don’t know how to do this, 
then we should turn to someone who does, someone 
who can mentor, encourage and keep us accountable. 
 

• We need to encourage and support Catholic parents in 
their primary vocations.  Too often parents check their 
faith at the door as they leave Sunday Mass. The 
evangelization (followed by formation) of adults should 

be the central focus of our parishes. Only then will 
parents become equipped to form and guide their 
children.  
 

• We need young adult ministry that is more 
evangelically-oriented, helping young people encounter 
Christ and calling them to a genuine integration of faith 
and life. When teaching social justice, we can take them 
to a soup kitchen. When teaching sexuality, we can invite 
young, faithful married couples to do a Q&A with them. 
When teaching the importance of the Incarnation, we can 
bring them to Adoration. Young adult ministry is an 
opportunity to help them see what a Christian life built on 
the love Jesus looks like.  
 

• Our campus ministries need to become more 
effective. Even the good ones impact less than 50% of 
Catholics on-campus. High quality resources, training, and 
visionary leadership are vital in campus outreach. Since 
2/3 of Catholics who stop practicing their faith do so 
between the ages of 18-24 , campus ministry is a clear 
need and a mission field with tremendous potential. 
 

• Developing quality young adult ministries at the parish 
and diocesan levels is also integral to bringing the Gospel 
to young people. Singles’ groups and young married 
groups are helpful, but our vision for reaching this 
audience can be much broader.  
 

• It is helpful to remember that effective evangelization 
is highly inefficient. Investing heavily into a few will mean 
we may not reach the masses quickly, but this is exactly 
the model given to us by Jesus. 
 
Effectively catechizing young adults means reaching out 
and forming real relationships with people. It isn’t easy, 
efficient, or always done in a straight line. Placing our 
trust and hope in God as we reach out to young adults, 
we know that all things are possible! 
 
Marcel LeJeune is Assistant Director of St. Mary's Catholic 
Center at Texas A&M University, a national speaker, and 
author. You can find more at MarcelLeJeune.com.  
 

1
 Sherry Weddell, Forming Intentional Disciples: The Path to Knowing 

and Following Jesus (Huntington, IN: Our Sunday Visitor, 2012), 24. 
1
 GDC, art. 185. 

1
 For some practical direction on helping parents become mentors, see 

Jim Beckman’s two-part series entitled “Empowering Parents to 
Disciple their own Children” in the January and April 2015 issues of The 
Catechetical Review accessible at catechetics.com. 
1
 Weddell, Forming Intentional Disciples, 33. 

 

Source: The Catechetical Review July – September 2016. Used with 
permission. 
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EVANGELIZING PARENTS THROUGH THEIR KIDS 
By Jared Dees 

In  all  the  months  leading  up  to becoming  a  father  for  

the first time, I kept thinking about how I would possibly 

be able to do it. I had no idea how to be a dad.  It was 

such an enormous responsibility, and they do not exactly 

provide you with extensive 

training leading up to delivery. 

The day our first child was born, 

though, it made a whole lot more 

sense. All my fears and worries 

about being a good dad didn’t go 

away, but they didn’t stop me 

from taking care of our little 

newborn girl. That is the thing 

about being a new parent: no 

one else is going to take care of that child but you. When 

that baby is hungry or needs a diaper change, you are all 

she’s got. Babies are utterly at the mercy of their parents 

to take care of them. It is no wonder that children grow 

up at early ages loving unconditionally. 

There are a lot of different ways we can attempt to 

evangelize children, but none of them come near the 

effectiveness of reaching the children though their 

parents. Or, more accurately, reaching the parents 

through the children. Parents have been given the 

responsibility to raise and educate their children.  

Very often it is children who draw parents back into the 

Church again. After some years of being away and not 

seeing the value in going to church, they start to come 

back with their kids. They enroll their children in religious-

education programs or Catholic schools. They come back 

to Mass on Sundays even though they were not going 

before they had kids. 

Without doing a single thing, children evangelize their 

parents. That call to unconditional love leads them to 

bring their children to the Church. These parents may not 

be fully com- mitted disciples yet, but at least they are 

getting in the door. For those of us who lead evangelizing 

ministries with children, we have an incredible 

opportunity to reach adults. In fact, our ministry might be 

the only one that even has the possibility of reaching and 

evangelizing these adults. 

Oddly enough, though, parents are often cited as the 

most difficult challenge by many of the catechists and 

teachers I know. The most common challenge I read 

about through e-mails to the Religion Teacher website is 

getting parents to support 

catechesis at home or, to put it 

bluntly, just to get the parents 

to bring the kids to Mass on 

Sundays. I can definitely relate 

to this kind of experience when 

teaching and evangelizing 

children. Here is the thing, 

though: while we may see the 

kids’ names on the attendance 

sheet and spend most of our time with them in classes 

and meetings as catechists and teachers, our 

responsibility is always to the whole family and never just 

to the kids.  

We can look to the gospels for a little insight into how we 

can reach parents through their children. There are two 

examples of stories of individuals coming to Jesus for help 

with their children. In one story, a Canaanite woman 

comes to Jesus and says to him, “Have pity on me” (Mt 

15:22). Then she does him homage and says, “Lord, help 

me” (Mt 15:25). She seeks his help for her daughter, but 

she calls on him to help her and to have pity on her first. 

In the very same way, the parents who bring their 

children to religious-education programs want something 

similar. They might want us to help their kids, but they 

probably want us to help them help their kids more. 

In another story, Jairus, a synagogue official, comes to 

seek Jesus to heal his daughter before she dies (see Mk 

5:21–43).  Jesus, who healed another woman on the way 

to help him, arrived too late. Jairus’s daughter was 

already dead.  Jesus turned to the people there who were 

greatly upset and weeping and told them, “The child is 

not dead but asleep” (Mk 5:39). How did the people 

respond? They “ridiculed him” (Mk 5:40). Of course, to 

their astonishment, Jesus   healed  the  young  girl.  

Sometimes  children can  be  going through  difficult  

times  and  parents  may  not  know what to do. While we 
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may not be able to work miracles, we can certainly do our 

best to be there for the child when they need it the most. 

Sometimes children need someone other than their 

parents to confide in for support.___________________   

 
(The Healing of Jairus’s Daughter by Gabriel von Max, ca. 1885.) 

Ultimately, the secret to evangelizing parents is to reach 

them through their kids. These two people from the 

gospels turned to Jesus for help just as parents turn to  

the  Church and our  ministries today.    

If we can  show  them  that  we  are  welcoming their 

children into a community and selflessly  showing their 

kids the kind of love they deserve, then we have the 

opportunity to touch the lives of the parents as well. The 

more we can focus on sharing our loving service to help 

the parents, the  more  the parents  will  respond  and  

support  the  work  that  we  are  trying  to accomplish 

within their children. 

This excerpt from To Heal, Proclaim, and Teach by Jared 

Dees is reprinted with permission of Ave Maria Press. 

For more information, visit avemariapress.com. 

 

 
 

O ANTIPHONS 

The Church has been singing the "O" Antiphons since at least the eighth century. They are the antiphons that accompany 

the Magnificat canticle of Evening Prayer from December 17-23. They are a magnificent theology that uses ancient 

biblical imagery drawn from the messianic hopes of the Old Testament to proclaim the coming Christ as the fulfillment 

not only of Old Testament hopes, but present ones as well. Their repeated use of the imperative "Come!" embodies the 

longing of all for the Divine Messiah. ~ USCCB 

December 17 

O Wisdom of our God Most High, 

guiding creation with power and love: 

come to teach us the path of knowledge! 

December 18 

O Leader of the House of Israel, 

giver of the Law to Moses on Sinai: 

come to rescue us with your mighty power! 

December 19 

O Root of Jesse’s stem, 

sign of God’s love for all his people: 

come to save us without delay!  

December 20O Key of David, 

opening the gates of God’s eternal Kingdom: 

come and free the prisoners of darkness! 

December 21 

O Radiant Dawn, 

splendor of eternal light, sun of justice: 

come and shine on those who dwell in darkness and in the 

shadow of death. 

December 22 

O King of all nations and keystone of the Church: 

come and save man, whom you formed from the dust! 

December 23 

O Emmanuel, our King and Giver of Law: 

come to save us, Lord our God! 
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St. Teresa of Calcutta 
"Every time you smile at someone, it is an action of love, a gift to that 

person, a beautiful thing." 

 

Born August 26, 1910 in  Skopje, Albania 

Died September 5, 1997 in Calcutta, India 

Canonized September 4, 2016 in Rome 

Patron Saint of: World Youth Day 

 

It’s 1982 and the city Beirut has been torn apart. For days continuous fighting has claimed numerous lives.  An area 

that is home to an orphanage of severely handicapped children is completely cut off by heavy gunfire; to go in or out 

of the area is nearly impossible. But now, someone has made up their mind that they will go. Not that day, but 

tomorrow, during the cease fire that she asked for. No one can convince the 72-year-old woman that it’s too 

dangerous to cross, that the situation is not going to change, that there is not going to be a cease fire. As the next day 

begins the guns fall silent and Mother Teresa sets out.   

The prayer of a saint is powerful. This year the whole church joined in asking for the prayers of Mother Teresa as she 

became St. Teresa of Calcutta at her canonization on September 5, 2016.  "If I ever become a saint -- I will surely be 

one of 'darkness.' I will continually be absent from Heaven — to light the light of those in darkness on earth." 

Mother Teresa fascinated the world and touched countless lives, but for the first 40 years of her life she was largely 

unknown.  She was an ordinary woman who cooperated with the grace given to her by God to do His Will as perfectly 

as she could. 

Mother Teresa was born in Albania in 1910 and was named Agnes Gonxha Bojaxhiu. She was the youngest of three 

children in a devout Catholic family; it was there that she had her first lessons in charity. At 17, she became Sister 

Mary Teresa when she joined the Sisters of Loretto.  It was as a teacher in a school run by the Sisters of Loretto that 

Mother Teresa first journeyed to Calcutta. In 1944 she received what she described as her “call within the call”, and in 

1950 the she and her Missionaries of Charity began their mission to love God by serving the “poorest of the poor”.  

St. Teresa of Calcutta is proof that, with God, nothing is impossible. During her lifetime the Missionaries of Charity 

became an international order with thousands of members in hundreds of locations. Simply called “Mother” by those 

she worked with, St. Teresa is a perfect example of how powerful spiritual motherhood can be. She was able to see 

each person as a child of God, made in His image and likeness.  She brought comfort to those who needed it most, the 

dying and the unwanted.  

Most of all, St. Teresa of Calcutta is defined by her love of Jesus hidden both in the Eucharist and in the people around 

her. She believed that when Jesus spoke the words, “I thirst” on the cross, He was speaking to her of His love for souls 

and calling her to share in that same thirst with Him.  

Photo: Copyright Jay Mather, Used with Permission.
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High School Leadership Weekend 

November 11 - 13, 2016, Crosswoods, Mason 
March 31- April 2, 2017 
Contact: Christopher Hurtubise, churtubise@catholicdos.org 

 

Year of Mercy Door Closes 
    November 13, 2016 

 

Advent Day of Reflection  
December 2, 2016, Our Lady of Lourdes, Dobie 
December 3, 2016, St. Peter the Fisherman, Eagle River  
Contact: Grace Busse, gbusse@catholicdos.org 

 

Theology of the Body Training 
    December 10, 2016, St. Peter, Cameron 
 

The Nativity of Our Lord 
December 25, 2016 

 

School MAP Testing Windows 
January 9-27, 2017 
April 24-May 12, 2017 
Contact: Peggy Schoenfuss, pschoenfuss@catholicdos.org 

 

Professional Development Days 
January 10, 2017  St. Joseph Parish Hall, Hayward 

“Grief and Bereavement: A sense of loss comes in all 
shapes and sizes ” 

April 25, 2017, St. Joseph Parish Hall, Hayward 
“The Journey: Creating a  Harmonious and Rewarding 
Parish Community & Workplace” 

Contact: Chris Newkirk, cnewkirk@catholicdos.org 
 

National Catholic School Week 
January 29- February 4, 2017 
“Catholic Schools: Communities of Faith, Knowledge and 
Service.” 

Jan. 31, North Region School Mass  
Cathedral School, Superior 
Feb. 1, West Region School Mass 
St Anne, Somerset 
Feb. 2, East Region School Mass 
Holy Rosary, Medford 

Contact: Peggy Schoenfuss, pschoenfuss@catholicdos.org 
 

Principal Meetings 
November 17, 2017, Bishop Hammes Center, Haugen 
January 19, 2017, Bishop Hammes Center, Haugen 
February 28, 2017, St. Joseph, Rice Lake 
March 21, 2017, Our Lady of Sorrows, Ladysmith 
May 17-18, St. Joseph, Rice Lake 
Contact: Peggy Schoenfuss, pschoenfuss@catholicdos.org 

March for Life 
January 27, 2017, Washington DC 
Contact: Chris Hurtubise, churtubise@catholicdos.org 

 

Confirmation Retreats 
January 14-15, 2016, Immaculate Conception, New Richmond 
February 17, 2017, St. Francis, Superior 
Contact: Christopher Hurtubise, churtubise@catholicdos.org 

 

SUMMIT 
    A Time of Networking with Fellow Members of Ministry      
    February 13, 2017, TBD 
    Contact: Kay Berg, dreyouth@smctomahawk.com 
 

WCRIS School Leadership Conference 
February 10, 2017, Pewaukee 

 

Youth Rally 
March 8, 2017, St. Francis de Sales, Spooner 
Contact: Christopher Hurtubise, churtubise@catholicdos.org 

 

Chrism Mass 
April 4, 2017 Cathedral, Superior 

 

Easter Triduum and Easter Sunday 
April 13-16, 2017 

 

NCEA Convention 
April 18-20, 2017, St. Louis MO 
Contact: Peggy Schoenfuss, pschoenfuss@catholicdos.org 

 

Parish Catechetical Leader Gatherings/Workshops 
March 10, 2017, St. Joseph, Hayward 
March 17, 2017, St. Mary, Tomahawk 
March 24, 2017, St. Anne, Somerset 
Contact: Peggy Schoenfuss, pschoenfuss@catholicdos.org 

 

NCCL Convention 
May 22-25, 2017, Dallas TX 
Contact:  Peggy Schoenfuss, pschoenfuss@catholicdos.org 

 

New Teacher Session 
    January 24, 2017,  St. Joseph, Rice Lake 
    March 14, 2017, St. Joseph, Rice Lake 
    May 23. 2017, St. Joseph, Rice Lake (Retreat) 
    Contact: Peggy Schoenfuss, pschoenfuss@catholicdos.org 
 

Extreme Faith Camp 
    May 7, 2017,  Extreme Team Training, Dobie 
    June 11-17, 2017, Crosswoods, Mason 

June 25-30, 2017 Crescent Lake, Rhinelander 
Contact: Christopher Hurtubise, churtubise@catholicdos.org 
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CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Advent Day of Reflection- 2 Locations! 

Three Advent Figures That Can Teach 
Us to Prepare the Way of the Lord 

Our Lady of Lourdes in Dobie 
2411 23rd St., Rice Lake, 54868 

Friday, December 2nd 

9:30 am to 3:00 pm 
Registration starts at 9:00 am 

  

  

 

St. Peter the Fisherman in Eagle River 
5001 County Rd G, Eagle River, 54521 
Saturday, December 3rd 

10:30 am to 4:00 pm 
Registration starts at 10:00 am  

  

 Ryan O’Hara, Dynamic Speaker and Missionary from St. Paul’s Outreach 

Mass, hospitality, lunch and fellowship are all part of this special day. Register 

at gbusse@catholicdos.org by November 30 to take advantage of the early 

registration price. This day fulfills the Forming Effective Disciples (FED) retreat 

requirements. To find out more please visit www.catholicdos.org.  


