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67th Annual Convention 

By responding to this 
knock, Pope Francis tells 
us, “A family's living space 
could turn into a domestic 
church, a setting for the 
Eucharist, the presence of 
Christ seated at its table.” 

St. Francis Xavier Altar Society 

“I STAND AT THE DOOR 
AND KNOCK”rev 3:20 

 

SUMMONING THE WOMEN OF THE DIOCESE  
As President Elect of the Superior Diocesan Council of Catholic Women, I want to personally invite each of 

you to our annual convention being held at Saint Patrick in Hudson. Hudson has a beautiful church, able to 

accommodate a large gathering. I encourage all Council Presidents, both Parish and Deanery, to get the 

word out and bring as many women from your community as possible to our 67th Convention. Our 

Diocesan President, Barbara Gagliardi, and her crew at Saint Patrick are working hard to give the women of 

the diocese a day to enrich their faith. 

“I stand at the door and knock” is your theme. Our keynote speaker, Ann Marie Klein, will be sharing 

insights from Pope Francis' Apostolic Exhortation Amoris Laetitia: The Joy of Love. We will also have the 

pleasure of hearing from the foundress of the Seven Sisters Apostolate, Janette Howe. Please join us for a 

wonderful day together on Friday, May 5, 2017. 

Karen Firnstahl, President Elect 
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ANNUAL CONVENTION 
Barbara Gagliardi, President 

Together with Karen, I extend the 

invitation to join us in Hudson for our 

Annual Diocesan Convention this May. 

We on the Board strive to give all the 

women of Superior an excellent 

Convention experience. Our speakers 

are holy Catholic women who have a 

great love for Christ and His Church. 

Janette is the foundress of the Seven 

Sisters Apostolate, which we have 

been promoting through the diocese. 

She will be sharing her story. Her 

prayerful docility to the power and 

guidance of Holy Spirit has allowed 

this wonderful movement to take root 

and grow. I encourage the women 

committed to their individual 

apostolates to attend the convention 

and begin this effort of prayer in 

solidarity with the other women in the 

diocese. 

As Catholic wives and mothers 

working to build the “domestic 

church” in our homes and parishes, we 

will draw much-needed inspiration 

from Ann Marie Klein. Professor Klein 

will be specifically covering chapters 3-

5 of Amoris Laetitia. She requested 

that we preview these chapters before 

the conference. 

We will have Holy Mass with the St. 

Patrick school children as well as the 

presentation of this year’s scholarship 

and Pax Christi awards. 

We are praying for a blessed, 

enriching day for every one of you. 

Dea Que-Hoffman is our new 

Pax Christi Chair. She was born 

and raised Catholic in the exotic 

Philippine Archipelago. She was 

a professor in the academe for 

19 years until she was invited to 

serve as a political officer in the 

House of Representatives. 

In February 2009, Dea was the 

Tour Guide to some Northwest 

Airlines employees and one of 

the tourists swept off her feet 

away...the rest is history. On a 

breezy afternoon on May 24, 

2011, Dea set foot in the 

gorgeous city of Hudson, 

Wisconsin as the best half of 

Howard Hoffman. 

Presently, Dea is an Educational 

Assistant at Hudson High School. 

She is an active member of St. 

Patrick Parish in many capacities 

including Catechist, former 

Chairperson of the Craft Sale for 

4 years, and a regular adorer.  

My name is Michelle Heldstab, 

and I am the Webmaster for the 

SDCCW.  I live in Hudson, WI 

with my husband, Matt, and our 

two children.  I work for Saint 

Patrick Church in the Faith 

Formation Department as the K-

5 coordinator.  I enjoy spending 

time with my family, reading, 

gardening and hiking. 

FRESH FACES ON THE BOARD 

Susan Gotrik is a parishioner at 

St. Patrick in Hudson with her 

husband and four daughters. 

Unable to say no to her mother, 

Barbara Gagliardi, she is serving 

as Publicity Chair for the next 

two years. She looks forward to 

connecting with other women 

throughout the diocese and 

appreciates the wisdom and 

example of the returning Board 

members. 
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NCCW CONVENTION KEYNOTE – MINISTERS OF MERCY 
Mary Arnold, Secretary 

Sister Donna Marlham is the first woman President and CEO of Catholic 

Relief Services USA. She is an Adrian Dominican Sister with a doctorate in 

Clinical Psychology. The topic of her presentation was “Catholic Women as 

Witness to and Ministers of Mercy.” It was based on the Parable of the 

Good Samaritan, who helped the injured man beyond the present injury; he 

arranged for care after his departure. Sr. Donna said we must do more than 

Acts of Mercy; we must plan ways to help until help is not needed. She gave the example of donating to a 

food pantry, then going one step further and developing community gardens. God might be calling you to 

stretch yourself in mercy. You and I are to mirror the face of God. 

FAREWELL 
Sharon Thomas, Treasurer 

For the last three and a half years, I have had the privilege of serving as your 

treasurer of the SDCCW. I have made many new friends and expanded my faith. I 

want to thank all of you who have helped me along this path. In June there will be 

a new face in this position, and I hope that you will give her the help and great 

friendship that you have shown to me. 

We, as a group, are in great financial shape. We can continue to give our two scholarships to women who 

want to continue their education. We can continue to have outstanding speakers at our retreats and annual 

meetings. This is because you have always supported our goals. Thank you! 

Sr. Donna Marlham 

TIME FOR SPIRITUAL RENEWAL 
Fr. Gerard I. Willger, Spiritual Advisor 

Time continues to march on. Think of all the activities, events and celebrations we 

experienced in the past four months. We lived through the election, Thanksgiving, 

Christmas, New Year’s and many personal events. At times it is difficult to process 

all of the experiences in our personal lives. 

On March 1 we begin the season of Lent. This is a long time to focus on spiritual renewal. This may be a 

great time to take a step back and reflect on all the events, experiences and people that you met in the 

past four months. It may be beneficial to our spiritual lives to ask the big questions like: What direction is my 

life leading? What may God be saying to me right now? Who made the biggest impact on my life in these 

past four months? Did I make a positive impact in anyone else’s life lately? 

I pray that God may continue to bless you abundantly during this Lenten season. May the experiences of 

the past four months help you to draw closer to Jesus at Easter. 
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MEMBERHIP IS THE LIFEBLOOD OF CCW 
Katie Zenner, Leadership Commisioner 

Growing membership, engaging and inviting more women into CCW and embracing change are all important to increasing 

and keeping members. Following are 10 simple, proven methods for boosting your CCW membership. 

1. Take turns inviting guests. CCW 

Members can take turns inviting guest 

to meetings or other activities. This 

could be done in alphabetical order, 

based on the member’s first or last 

names. This consistent approach to 

growth helps get members in the habit 

of identifying prospects and asking 

them to join. 

2. Go Public. Ask one or two member 

to work on a public relations campaign, 

sending new releases about your CCW 

to local newspapers or radio, or put up 

a billboard to promote CCW. Make 

sure to include a contact phone 

number, email address or website. 

3. Feature great programs. Once you succeed in getting guests to a meeting, make sure they like what they see. Organize 

interesting CCW meetings that will make those guests want to come back for more. 

4. Educate members. The more your members know about CCW, the better they will be able to sell CCW to prospective 

members. Feature regular CCW education segments. One agenda item every month should be on a CCW topic. 

5. Look up old friends. Pull out some of your old membership roosters and circle the names of those who have left CCW. 

Give those members a call, their situation may have changed since they left and they may be ready to return to CCW. 

6. Make the most of your service projects. Every time your CCW conducts a service project (which is hopefully often) 

promote CCW to those you’re serving. Give them information on CCW and encourage them to join. If your CCW makes a 

contribution to a local charity, ask the staff members to visit your CCW meetings. 

7. Sing your praises. Don’t be bashful about your involvement with CCW. Talk up CCW to those around you. 

8. Roll out the welcome mat. Whenever guests come to a meeting, make them feel right at home. Encourage your 

members to introduce themselves and talk up CCW. First impressions are important. 

9. Put prospects to work. If your CCW is planning an upcoming event, ask several prospective members to get involved. 

Why wait until they join CCW? Perhaps hands-on involvement may be just the thing to prod someone to join. 

10. Recognize recruiters. When a member successfully recruits a member, publicly thank and recognize them for a job well 

done. Do a little something special to show that member (and everyone else) just how important it is to bring in new 

members. You could send a hand written thank you card to their home or recognize them at a CCW meeting. 

St. Catherine CCW, Sarona 
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SEVEN SISTERS APOSTOLATE 
Jenny Snarski, Spirituality Commissioner 

Taking advantage of the rare moment of quiet in a house full of young children, I notice that sun isn’t up; 

yet “the Son” has been up all night, watching and waiting in the tabernacles across our diocese. So too 

have Christ’s chosen priests been up before the sun, visiting the sick or dying or praying for our intentions.  

As mothers, we know what it’s like to watch and wait, to pray and worry and care for situations of both joy 

and longing.  This “mothering” is a large part of what our priests do with their flocks, always available to 

support and accompany.  What would our life of faith be like without our priests?  From where would we 

receive sacramental grace and Christ’s Body & Blood? 

Ladies, ask not what your Church and priests can do for you, ask what you can for your priests and Church. 

We are promoting an apostolate of prayer for priests called “Seven Sisters Apostolate”. It is a beautiful way 

to support our priests with the commitment of a weekly holy hour. We hope to shower each priest of our 

diocese with these prayers. 

WINTER NEWSLETTER 2017 

FORMING APOSTOLATES 
     Amy Geisler, Service Commissioner 

The structure of the Seven Sisters Apostolate consists of an anchoress, who is the organizer of the group, 

seven women who will each commit to offering one Holy Hour a week specifically for their priest, and one or 

two substitutes who can be called upon to fill in as needed. This commitment is for one year. 

Barbara and I are contacting women from all the churches in our diocese. So far we have fourteen new 

Apostolates being formed and still counting! Our goal is to get an Apostolate for every priest in our 

diocese, including the retired priests. We are also forming an Apostolate for Bishop Powers.  

We would like to have our Apostolates set up by the middle of April so they can be recognized at the 

Annual Convention in Hudson on May 5. Our one year commitment will begin on June 1 and run through 

June 1, 2018. Please prayerfully consider this gift of prayer for our priests and our bishop. If you would like 

to join an Apostolate for either your priest or the bishop you may contact either Barbara or myself. 

Go to sevensistersapostolate.org to learn more. 
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UPCOMING EVENTS 
March 11 Lenten Retreat   St. Peter the Fisherman, Eagle River 

March 28 Catholics at the Capital Madison, WI  

April 8  SC Deanery Open Meeting St. Paul the Apostle, Catawba 

May 5  Diocesan Convention  St. Patrick in Hudson 

CHECK US OUT ONLINE 
For the most recent news and updates from SDCCW, go to SDCCW.me or  
Like and Follow us on Facebook fb.me/superiordiocesanCCW 

If you would like to be removed from the mailing list or opt to receive an emailed newsletter instead, please 
contact Susan Gotrik at superiordiocesanccw@gmail.com or 617-821-6568. 

SERVING THE LORD 
Michelle Rochel, SW Deanery President 

"Heavenly Father, put me in the place where I 

am most needed to do your work."  Stop and 

think of how this truly represents who each of us 

are and how we are called to God's work. As we 

prepare for Lent, how will you share your talents 

to those in need? 

WE COME TO SERVE 
Pat Stine, SW Deanery President 

60+ years I’ve been active in what was first called Christian Mothers – this was mothers only! Then it was 

changed to Council of Catholic Women so all women could belong. Many other changes have been made – 

Parish, Deanery, Diocese and National CCW all worked together to serve the needs of others. These things 

made our councils grow, and we learned to work together to make our councils as good as they are! I’ve 

served at the parish, deanery, diocese and province levels, learning so much along the way. 

Please join with National in serving with their project on human trafficking. At our Fall Open Meeting, our 

guest speaker talked about what is happening even in our area. The talked opened my eyes on how 

women, children and men are treated – tattooed so they ‘belong’ to one person, sexually abused, working 

hard for very little reward. And it’s happening in our own backyard! We need to be aware and observant so 

we are able help in whatever ways we can – at the very least we can pray about it! 

Plans for our Spring Open Meeting will relate to homelessness – another crisis facing our communities. As I 

talked with others, I was shocked to hear of all the homeless right in my own town! How can we help? Ask 

the questions about this and pray – oh, the power of prayer! Love one another! 

Elizabeth Kelly,  
Lenten Retreat Keynote 

6 


