
 

 
 

   

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

10 Techniques for Teaching the Bible10 Techniques for Teaching the Bible10 Techniques for Teaching the Bible10 Techniques for Teaching the Bible    
by Kate Ristow   

 
The fifth graders were called forth from the pews after 

the homily. Most approached the altar solemnly, others 

nonchalantly, some nervously looked about. Parents 

positioned themselves near the sanctuary to record the big 

moment on video cams and cell phones. 

As catechists called names, the children went to the 

pastor and received a Bible. When each 

child had a copy of the Sacred 

Scriptures, the pastor invited the 

children to face the assembly. He asked 

several questions about how they would treat God’s Word. 

He then encouraged the assembly to extend our hands and 

join him in blessing the Bibles and the children. 

As the children returned quietly to their places, I couldn’t 

help but think, “What will happen to these Bibles now? How 

will catechists help the kids ‘get into’ the Scriptures?”  

Here are some strategies for working with the Bible in 

your classroom and enabling your students to recognize 

God’s Word as a lifelong resource for growing in faith. 
 

1. Bible Enthronement 

Before class begins, set up a small prayer table that the 

children will decorate during the ritual. You will need a large 

Bible, a Bible stand; a fabric table covering that reflects the 

season, and two candles. 

Tell the children that they are going to give the Bible a 

place of special honor in the classroom in a prayer 

celebration called a “Bible Enthronement.” 

Prepare by having the children practice 

singing a familiar Alleluia Acclamation verse. 

Choose volunteers to carry the fabric, the 

candles, the Bible stand, and the Bible to the 

prayer table.  

Invite the children to form a single-file 

line for a procession from outside the classroom to the 

prayer area. Instruct students carrying the fabric, the 

candles, the Bible stand, and the Bible to take their places at 

the end of the line. Show the child carrying the Bible how to 

reverently elevate it as it is carried. 

Enter the classroom in procession, singing. Have the 

children gather around the prayer table and silently watch 

as the fabric, candles, Bible stand and Bible—in that order—

are placed on it. 

Make the Sign of the Cross together. Proclaim Isaiah 40:8 

aloud: “Though the grass withers and the flower wilts, the 

word of our God stands for ever.” Demonstrate how to show 

respect for the Bible by bowing before the Scriptures or 

placing your hand reverently on it. Then encourage the 

children to do the same. Invite the children to echo the 

following prayer: “Help us to love and learn from your Word, 

O God. May its teachings always have a special place in our 

hearts, our words, and our actions. Amen.” Conclude by 

singing again the Alleluia refrain. 
 

2. Locating Scripture Passages 

Prepare for this activity by listing five or more Scripture 

passages on poster board. Select passages that are preceded 

with a title. For example, see Luke 2:1. It is preceded with 

“The Birth of Jesus.” See Exodus 14:10. It is preceded with 

“Crossing of the Red Sea.” Select five such citations but write 

only the citations on the poster board, not the titles. 

  Invite the children to turn to the contents page in 

their Bibles. Have them name the two main parts of the 

Bible (The Old Testament and The New Testament). 

Briefly explain that the Old Testament tells the story of 

Creation and God’s Covenant with his chosen people, the 

Israelites. Point out that the New Testament tells the story 

of Jesus and the early Church.  

Explain that the Bible is composed of 73 books, that each 

book is divided into chapters, and that the chapters are 

divided into verses of one or more sentences. Then help 
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children find Genesis 1:1, and read aloud the title, “First 

Story of Creation.” 

Distribute notebook paper and have the children locate 

the passages you listed on the poster board. Direct them to 

write the title for each passage. This exercise will help the 

children become proficient at finding their way around the 

books of the Bible. 
 

3. Using the Study Aids 

Most Bibles have a number of features that help readers 

better understand and appreciate the content and context 

of the Scriptures. These may include maps, photographs, a 

Bible dictionary, a list of abbreviations used for the books of 

the Bible, a doctrinal Bible index, cross references and notes 

at the bottom of each page, and so forth. 

Study the Bible you will use with your students to 

become aware of the various study aids. When you 

introduce the Scriptures to the class, point out a few of 

these valuable resources and tell the children that they will 

learn about other features during the year. Keep in mind 

that these features will help the children only if you utilize 

them during your lessons. 
 

4. Profiles in Faith 

Create a list of important figures in salvation history: 

Noah, Abraham, Joseph, Moses, King David, Jeremiah, Mary, 

Joseph, Saul/Paul, Peter and the other Apostles, Elizabeth, 

John the Baptist, Simeon, the Good Thief, and so forth. 

Working with students who have some familiarity with both 

the Old and the New Testament, have each child chose a 

name from the list and write a one-page report on how that 

person is an example to us of living as God asks us to live. 

Assign a due date for the reports that gives the children 

time to read about the person in their Bibles and to research 

the Internet at home to prepare their faith profiles. 
 

5. Retelling the Story 

The best way to learn and remember a Scripture story is 

to retell it after hearing it proclaimed. There are countless 

ways to enable your students to retell a Scripture story. 

Dramatizing the story works well with uninhibited 

primary-aged students, as does using manipulatives, such as 

flannel-board figures or the wooden figures suggested in the 

Catechesis of the Good Shepherd program. These props are 

invaluable tools in retelling a story. 

Older students will enjoy and learn from the experience 

of preparing a Scripture play for younger students or their 

parents. Children of all ages can sculpt a figure or symbol 

from self-drying clay to illustrate the central point of a 

particular story. 

Another way to engage younger 

children in the Scriptures is to have 

them use rhythm band instruments to 

accompany excerpts from a joyful psalm 

you study in class, such as Psalm 22, 33, 

66, or 148. Encourage the children to 

make a joyful noise as they echo a verse from the psalm. 
 

6. Thematic Music 

Divide the class into small groups and give each group a 

hymnal borrowed from church. Hopefully, your parish uses a 

hymnal that includes both a topical index and a first-line 

index. 

As you study a seasonal Scripture story, such as one of 

the Easter or post-Resurrection accounts, have each group 

find a hymn that relates to the Scripture. This also works 

well with other seasons of the Church year and themes such 

as the Holy Trinity, the Most Holy Body and Blood of Christ, 

and so forth. 

Before assigning this project to the class, do your 

homework by locating possible hymns on your own to 

coordinate with your lesson. If you are unable to find a 

musical connection, don’t frustrate the kids by asking them 

to do the assignment. There will be other opportunities 

throughout the year that will enable them to find many 

connections between the Scripture and Church music. 
 

7. Memorization 

The National Directory for Catechesis teaches us that 

learning by heart fosters a “common language of the faith” 

(29F). While you won’t want your students to memorize 

every Scripture, here are a few examples you might 

consider: the Great Commandment (Luke 10:27); the 

Beatitudes (Matthew 5:3-10); Psalm 23; Love is… (1 

Corinthians 13:4-13). 

You can also invite students to learn by heart short 

passages from Scripture: “Take and eat; this is my Body” 

(Matthew 26:26); “Live as children of light” (Ephesians 5:8); 

and other pertinent verses for your grade level.  
 

8. Comparing and Contrasting 

Older students will benefit from using the cross-

references in their Bibles to study different Scriptural 

accounts of the same story and note similarities and 

differences. For example, have them note that the only 

miracle story told in all four of the Gospels is the Feeding of 

Five Thousand (Matthew 14:13-21; Mark 6:34-44; Luke 9:10-

17; called “Multiplication of the Loaves” in John 6:1-15). 

Another fruitful research project for junior high students 

is to have them study the Four Gospels in small groups and 

put the Resurrection and post-Resurrection accounts in the 

most logical order. Note the word “logical.” Scripture 

scholars have spent years pondering these events and the 

order in which they occurred. The point for your students is 

to see the totality of Jesus’ final days with his disciples and 

to understand that each Evangelist came at his Gospel from 

a different source and perspective.  
 

9. Creative Writing, Bible-Style 

Many forms of writings are found in the Scriptures—

everything from stories to history to poetry to prayers. 

Inspire your students to try their hand at writing one of 

these genres. 
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For example, after studying a psalm, you might invite 

students to write an original psalm praising God for all the 

blessings in their lives. After reading excerpts from one of St. 

Paul’s letters, challenge students to work in small groups to 

compose a letter to young people their own age about how 

they can best live their faith. Working in groups will lessen 

the pressure and help students build on one another’s ideas. 

If at all possible, arrange to mail these “epistles” to a 

religious education class at a neighboring parish. 

Another writing project begins by studying the Book of 

Proverbs with the class. Then have students work in pairs to 

create two original sayings that might help someone their 

age live according to God’s plan or to make good decisions. 

Have the kids post their work on placards that can be 

displayed in public areas of the 

parish.  
 

10. Bible Fair for Families 

Work with a team of catechists 

and parents to plan a day-long Bible 

fair for families. For example, you 

might ask one member of the 

planning team to recruit volunteers to learn about games 

families played together in biblical times, and then staff a 

games area at the Bible fair.  

Another group of volunteers can prepare dramatizations 

of one or more favorite Gospel stories complete with 

costumes. 

Ask a third member of the team to organize a 

refreshment team that will serve treats with a 

Mediterranean theme: grapes, apple slices, cheese cubes, 

pita bread, grape jelly, mild guacamole, and/or yogurt dip, 

raisins, fig newtons, white grape juice, and so forth.  

Plan a craft area for the day. For example, families might 

make palm crosses or decorate pillar candles with biblical 

symbols. Additional ideas for activities can be adapted from 

vacation Bible school resources from the shelves of your 

religious education center. 

Be sure to invite one member of your team to plan a 

closing prayer to send families forth, rededicated to God’s 

Word and living their faith.  

The point is for families to have fun together while 

focusing on the importance of the Sacred Scriptures in our 

lives. Avoid preaching. Allow time for mingling and talking. 

Make it a day to remember that “In the sacred books, the 

Father who is in heaven comes lovingly to meet his children, 

and talks with them” (Catechism of the Catholic Church, 

n.104).  

---------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Kate Ristow, Contributing Editor to CATECHIST, is National Catechetical 

Consultant for RCL Benziger. She has been involved in children’s religious 

education for over 25 years as a Catholic-school teacher and parish catechist. 

Source: CATECHIST Magazine, October 2011 

Reprinted with permission by Peter Li, Inc. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FATHER HAROLD DODGE AWARD 

Father Harold Dodge was a priest of the Diocese of Superior. 

His priestly service incorporated roles of both pastor (Mary, 

Queen of the Universe parish, Woodruff) and catechetical 

ministry. 

As Director of Religious Education and administrator of the 

Christian Renewal Centers, Father Dodge offered an 

example of personal faith, zeal in spreading the Gospel, and 

skill as a catechist.  According to one of his colleagues in 

ministry, "Father Dodge loved nature and often shared his 

insights to make religious education come alive for adults 

and young people." He loved teaching and shared his vitality 

often in demonstrating "how to do it." 

Father Dodge died very suddenly in 1977. The FATHER 

HAROLD DODGE AWARD was established to commemorate 

his commitment to the church through the ministry of 

catechetics, and to honor those who share his zeal, his skills 

as a Christian educator, and his commitment to the Mission 

of the Diocese of Superior. 

Eligibility for Award: Any person who has served in the 

ministry of parish catechetics is eligible to receive the 

FATHER HAROLD DODGE AWARD. 

 

ST ELIZABETH ANN SETON AWARD 

The St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Award will honor a teacher, 

administrator, or other staff member in the Catholic schools 

of the Diocese of Superior, who, through his/her ministry, 

has made a unique contribution to the quality of Catholic 

school education in the Diocese. 

The recipient of this annual award should meet the 

following criteria: 

  Through their ministry, the person has made a unique 

contribution to the quality of Catholic school education 

that helps the Church of the Diocese of Superior to fulfill 

its mission. 

  The contribution of the individual should be one that is 

recognized by peers, students and parents. 

  The person should be or have been involved with the 

Catholic schools of the Diocese of Superior as a teacher, 

administrator or other staff member. 

Nominations may be submitted by any person associated 

with the Catholic school community. The nomination should 

include a brief biographical sketch of the nominee that 

identifies the ways in which the nominee meets the criteria 

for the award. 
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BISHOP GEORGE A. HAMMES AWARD 

The Bishop George A. Hammes Award is sponsored by the 

Department of Catholic Formation – Office of Catholic 

Schools, Diocese of Superior. It recognizes the special 

leadership and support for Catholic schools provided by the 

late Most Reverend George A. Hammes, former bishop of 

Superior. 

The award is given to a person who has made a special 

contribution to the mission of the church of the Diocese of 

Superior. The award is presented on an annual basis at the 

Fall Conference. 

The recipient of this award should meet the following 

criteria: 

  Through his/her ministry the person has made a special 

contribution to the vitality and growth of Catholic 

schools as they strive to serve the students and their 

families in the diocese. 

  The contribution and achievements of the individual are 

so outstanding that they warrant diocesan-wide 

recognition. 

  The person should be or should have been involved with 

the Catholic schools of the diocese in one or more of the 

following capacities: volunteer, professional faculty, 

administrator, support staff, parent, pastor, or other 

parish or diocesan position of leadership. 
 

Nomination forms for each award can be found on the 

Diocesan website: www.catholicdos.org            

Check the Quick Link to: Bishop Hammes Center: the 

Office of Lifelong Faith Formation for the Fr.  Harold 

Dodge Award and the Office of Catholic Schools for the 

Bishop Hammes Award and St. Elizabeth Ann Seton 

Award 

 

 

NATIONAL SOCIETY FOR  

VOLUNTEER CATECHISTS 

 

NSVC harnesses the power of social 

networking and puts that power 

into the hands of volunteer 

catechists so that they can: 

• network with other catechists 

and receive personal 

encouragement, inspiration, 

and support 

• receive continuing training and professional 

development 

• have access to "members only” files that provide 

prayers, activities, music, video, references, and an 

ever expanding portfolio of personal and classroom 

resources 

• speak out about their own ministry and share personal 

experiences 

• join grade-level groups for assistance in lesson 

preparation and faith formation 

• receive information on diocesan, regional, and national 

conferences and other educational opportunities 

• participate in forum discussions, personal conversations, 

and webinars 

• link to the catechist members in their own parishes or 

dioceses 

Membership is free for Catechist Magazine subscribers  

Go to mynsvc.net 

 

SHARE THE STORY 

– PROCLAIM GOD’S GLORY 

 
This biennial state conference 

for faith formation leaders, 

catechists and pastors will take 

place in Siren, WI on November 

8-9, 2012, with a pre-

conference session on the evening of November 7.  Only 

once in a decade is this conference held in our diocese, 

hosted by SUMMIT (Superior Mutual Ministry Team) so 

don’t miss this opportunity to hear nationally acclaimed 

speakers.  Joe Paprocki and Dr. Carole Eipers will discuss 

ways for us to better accomplish our vocations as Disciples 

for Christ engaged in the Church’s catechetical ministry. 

Joe is author of numerous practical books for catechists and 

catechetical leaders, such as, The Catechists Toolbox, 

Practice Makes Catholic, and The Bible Blueprint.  Carole is a 

former parish DRE and former Diocesan Director of Faith 

Formation in the Archdiocese of Chicago.  She currently is 

Vice President and Executive Director of Catechetics for 

Sadlier Religion. 

The Conference will promote a renewal of catechesis and its 

importance in the life of the parish, helping all who are 

involved in religious education to expand their knowledge 

and open their hearts and minds to new ideas in faith 

formation.  This time of fellowship with each other and with 

our counterparts from the other dioceses in our state will 

help to strengthening our drive and devotion as catechists 

and leaders. 

Just as our parishioners need to gather in community so that 

they grow in their faith, so, too, do we need to gather in 

community to strengthening our ability to be leaders of faith 

formation in parishes throughout our diocese.  Please mark 

your calendars now! 

Cost for all three days will be approximately $150.  Grants 

will be available to cover up to 50% of the cost.  For more 

information, contact Gwen Nies, SUMMIT Facilitator, at 715-

294-4163 or gnies77@lakeland.ws . 



God speaks in the silence of the heart. 
Listening is the beginning of prayer.   

Bl. Mother Teresa of Calcutta 

I would never want any prayer that 

would not make the virtues grow 

within me.  

St. Teresa of Avila 

Certain thoughts are prayers.   
There are moments when, whatever be the attitude of the body,  

the soul is on its knees.   
Victor Hugo, Les Misérables 

 

The hunger is not for bread alone but for the Word of God. Amos 

 

Lectio Divina: 
Practical Ways to Engage in            

“Divine Reading”  

by Megan Noll, M.A.   
 

Lectio divina is a Latin phrase that means divine reading. 
Early Latin literature shows that lectio divina specifically 
refers to Holy Scripture.  More importantly, lectio divina can 
be a means for us to pray to God.  Holy Scripture, the Bible, 
is our source of prayer.  As Catholics, it should not 
surprise us that praying with Scripture was 
utilized by our predecessors.  Persons of 
the Jewish faith commonly prayed 
with the Psalms and were familiar 
with the Old Testament stories 
long before Jesus arrived on the 
scene.   

 The modern method of lectio 
divina incorporates four steps: 

 
1) Reading 
2) Reflecting (Meditation) 
3) Praying (Contemplation) 
4) Acting 

 
When selecting a passage to read from 
the Bible, we may find it helpful to 
utilize the readings from the day.  We 
have a daily liturgy that includes a first reading (usually from 
the Old Testament), a psalm or canticle (song) and a Gospel 
reading.  Beginners may find it helpful to follow along with 
the daily readings found at Mass.  Others may choose a 
particular book of the Bible.  The Gospels are an excellent 
source when first learning to pray with lectio divina.   
 Once a reading has been selected, we should read 
through it slowly and even aloud.  As we read the text, we 
should try to pay attention to any verse or word that sticks 
out to us.  Use this as an example: “Beloved, I pray that all 
may go well with you and that you may be in health; I know 
that it is well with your soul” (3 Jn 2).  What word or phrase 
jumps out to you?  Perhaps, it is the word “pray.”    

This is where the second step starts.  Now, we reflect on 
that word or phrase.  Using our intellect and imagination is 
permissible since “meditation engages thought, imagination, 
emotion and desire” (CCC 2708).  However, we should 
always be careful to observe the primary Object of our 
prayer, which is to draw close to our Lord.  Out of our 
meditation or reflection, we may start conversing with God. 

We might ask God “What does it mean to pray?  Jesus, how 
are you calling me to pray?”  Some people define these 
conversations with God as contemplation.  However, true 
contemplation is a complete gift from God.  We cannot 

conjure it up.  Only He provides a soul with an 
increased love for Him.  Various saints note that 

our prayer needs to be accompanied by a 

life of virtue.  A requirement for lectio 
divina is a disposition of humility.  

Pride often obstructs God’s message to 
us and can affect our actions.  In other 

words, we need to have a firm disposition 
to do the good.  From our desire to do 
the good, we should find a direct link 
between our lectio (prayer) and the way 
we act.  We will know that we have been 
changed in prayer by its fruits. Potential 

fruits of lectio divina include a greater trust in God, sorrow 
for our sin, gratitude for all God does for us, petition for our 
needs and adoration of our Lord.  Prayerful reflection, 
ultimately, brings us to a greater union and knowledge of 
the Lord (CCC 2708).   

Before concluding, let us look at some challenges we 
may encounter when praying.  We may find ourselves 
distracted by a particular thought or person. This is normal.  
Remember that this distraction will pass.  Sometimes, it may 
be necessary to bring these persons or troubles to God.  
Sharing our thoughts and feelings with God is prayer.  
Another temptation is to stop praying if we feel like we are 
not getting anything out of it.  What is most important is 
staying faithful to the allotted time you have set aside for 
prayer.  Likewise, we may feel tempted to go on and on in 
prayer when we feel consolation. Again, stick to your set 
prayer time.  Divine images and extraordinary revelations in 
prayer are not the norm.  When we pray with Holy 
Scripture, we will want to avoid interpretations or 
applications that oppose the Church teachings.  It is helpful 
to stay faithful to the text and look at the context of the 
passage we are reading.  This being said, we should avoid a 
fundamentalist approach, taking everything literally in the 
Bible.  Again stay faithful to the Church teachings.  By doing 
so, lectio divina can be a great way for us to pray.  Enjoy 
your time in the Word!   



BIBLE RESOURCES 
Available from the Diocese of Superior, Media Center.   

Please contact your designated parish resource person to order.  There is a fee for parishes that do not have a subscription. 

Refer to the Media Catalog or go to Media Center at http://www.catholicdos.org for descriptions/details of videos. 

We have many old videos so please note the copyright date; the higher the video number usually the newer the video. 
 

VIDEO  TITLE 

3241-43 A BIBLICAL WALK THROUGH THE MASS 

0255-56 ACTS OF APOSTLES 

2330-31 AMOS, HOSEA, MICAH 

3233 AN INTRODUCTION TO THE BIBLE 

0358 AND GOD SAID WHAT?  

2515-24 AWESOME BIBLE ADVENTURES SERIES 

0566-69 BASIC TOOLS FOR BIBLE STUDY 

3234-37 BIBLE TIMELINE: Cavins QUICK JOURNEY 

1628 BIRTH OF JESUS 

1229-30 BOOK OF REVELATION 

3008 CATHOLICISM 101: The Word of God 

1604-27 CCC of America In the Beginning=OT 

1706-31 CCC of America Kingdom wo Frontiers=NT 

2067-68 DEATH & RESURRECTION OF MESSIAH 

2226 ESTHER  

3154-61 EVERY DAY BIBLE STORIES 

1671-72 EXODUS 

1741 EXPLORING BIBLICAL HUMOR  

1189-94 EXPLORING THE TEACHING OF CHRIST 

0466 FATHER ICE CREAM-MOTHER SODA 

2558 FIRST LOOK AT NEW TESTAMENT            

1861 FIRST LOOK AT OLD TESTAMENT           

1570-1 FIVE BASIC APPROACHES TO SCRIPTURE 

0917-19 GALATIANS AND ROMANS 

1574-78 GENESIS with Bill Moyers 

1231-40 GOOD NEWS ACCORDING TO MARK 

1412-13 GOSPEL ACCORDING TO MATTHEW 

0375-76 GOSPEL OF LUKE 

0306-07 GOSPEL OF MARK 

2900-05 GREAT PEOPLE OF BIBLE Reader's Digest 

1475 HAPPY BEING ME  

2639 ILLUMINATOR…a Bible for 21st Century  

2676 IMAGES OF DISCIPLESHIP FROM LUKE       

2514 IMAGES OF JESUS FROM JOHN 

2675 IMAGES OF THE CHRIST FROM MARK         

2674 IMAGES OF THE KINGDOM FROM MATTHEW 

1912 INFANCY NARRATIVES OF JESUS            

0837-42 INTRODUCTION TO NEW TESTAMENT 

0120-22 INTRODUCTION TO NEW TESTAMENT 

1478-79 INTRODUCTION TO THE BIBLE 

1690 INTRODUCTION TO THE SCRIPTURES  

1860 INTRODUCTION: THE LIVING WORD         

1488-90 ISAIAH 

2205 ISRAEL BECOMES A PEOPLE                

1213-15 JESUS & HIS TIMES Reader's Digest 

1978-79 JOB 

0414 JOHN'S GOOD NEWS 

1426-28 Lessons from Gospel of John 

2065-66 LIFE AND MINISTRY OF MESSIAH 

1562-69 LIFE IN JESUS TIMES (bible study)      

0500-03 LIVING GOSPELS 

1210 MARK'S GOOD NEWS     

2569 MARY OF NAZARETH: from Icon to Woman   

3239-40 MASS & BIBLE: Understanding New Missal 

1749-52 MATTHEW 

2640 MESSIAH COMES 

2576 MOSES 

1586-92 MYSTERIES OF THE BIBLE A & E  

2352-70 NEST ANIMATED STORIES FROM BIBLE=NT 

2341-51 NEST ANIMATED STORIES FROM BIBLE=OT 

0727-29 OLD TESTAMENT 

0496-99 OLD TESTAMENT COVENANT 

1917-19 OUR FATHER'S PLAN 

0342 OVERVIEW OF SCRIPTURE  

1359-60 OVERVIEW OF THE BIBLE 

1365-66 OVERVIEW OF THE GOSPELS 

1363-64 OVERVIEW OF THE NEW TESTAMENT 

1361-62 OVERVIEW OF THE OLD TESTAMENT 

3111-13 PARABLES OF JESUS 

1514-15 PASSION RESURRECTION NARRATIVES 

0363-64 PAUL'S CAPTIVITY LETTERS 

2061-62 PROMISED LAND 

2206 PROPHETS AND KINGS                    

2063-64 PROPHETS AND KINGS OF ISRAEL 

1572-73 PSALMS I 

2207-08 PSALMS II 

3162 PUFFY & FRIENDS: GOSPEL 

1914-15 REVELATION 

1120 SCRIPTURE AND RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 

2160 SHEMA: ADVENTURES FROM THE BIBLE  

1473 STORIES FOR ALL TIME  

0969-80 SUPERBOOK Video Bible SERIES 

1544 TEACHING SCRIPTURE TO CHILDREN 

2899 THE BIBLE (1966 movie) 

0047-48 THE BIBLE: WHAT’S IT ALL ABOUT? 

1301-4 The Genesis Project 

2421-22 THE GREAT ADVENTURE 

2659 THE MYSTERIES: SCRIPTURE & THE ROSARY  

2990-1 THE STRANGER 

3107 TIME TRAVEL THROUGH THE BIBLE(VHS=793) 

3114-17 TITANS OF THE BIBLE=OT 

0508-09 UNDERSTANDING THE BIBLE 

0092 WHAT CATHOLICS BELIEVE ABOUT THE BIBLE 

3238 WHAT CATHOLICS NEED TO KNOW ABOUT BIBLE 

2000 WHAT IS THE BIBLE?  

1437-38 WHO WROTE THE BIBLE? 

2209-10 WOMEN IN THE NEW TESTAMENT 

2034-35 WOMEN IN THE OLD TESTAMENT 

2834 WOMEN OF THE BIBLE 

2977 WOMEN OF THE BIBLE: passion,power&purpose 

0654-57 WRITINGS OF ST PAUL 

 

http://www.catholicdos.org/


The Changing Brain: 
Understanding, Respecting, and Bridging the Digital Divide 

by Christine Bolesta   
 

While there has always been a cultural divide between 

generations, that divide has increased exponentially in the 

digital age. Early researchers in the field of brain-based 

teaching stated near the end of the last century that there is 

a different brain in every seat in the classroom. Their theory, 

that each brain is as unique as a fingerprint, gave rise to the 

differentiated instruction movement. The essence of 

differentiated instruction is that if students do not learn the 

way we teach them, we should teach them the way they 

learn. There is no one content delivery method which will be 

effective for every learner. Likewise, there is no assessment 

tool or demonstration-of-mastery vehicle which will 

accommodate all the unique brains in our classrooms. More 

importantly, in the past 20-plus years, a new “digital brain” 

has presented itself in our school communities.  
 

Marc Prensky first described the digital divide in 2001. 

He recognized that our current educational system was 

developed in the Industrial Age, when the purpose of 

schooling was to foster learner characteristics which 

produced good factory workers. These traits included 

conformity, unquestioning respect for authority, 

punctuality, orderliness, and focused productivity. Prensky 

says, “Our students have changed radically. Today’s 

students are no longer the people our educational system 

was designed to teach.” We currently live in the Information 

Age or, according to Daniel Pink 

(2006), the Conceptual Age. 
  

Prensky further stated that 

the world of contemporary 

teachers and learners should be 

divided into two distinct groups, 

i.e., digital natives and digital 

immigrants. Digital natives are 

those born after 1980. This year 

is an arbitrary designation which 

corresponds to the advent of widespread access to 

electronic technologies. Prensky assigned the title digital 

immigrants to those born before 1980. Digital natives were 

born into a world which was already full of electronic 

devices. Digital immigrants, like immigrants to a new 

country, were required to learn the new technologies.  
 

When Prensky first described the digital native in 2001, 

he wrote about the new generation of students. In the 

intervening ten years, digital natives have come of age and 

now populate educational faculties as well as classroom 

desks. They have much to teach digital immigrants in a 

collaborative school culture, but perhaps they are not 

always mindful that the immigrants offer a like amount of 

knowledge and skills which digital natives are sometimes 

lacking. Simply stated, the digital native, while highly adept 

at using electronic resources, is often deficient in emotional 

intelligence. The digital immigrant, on the other hand, is 

generally more proficient at relational skills due to a lifetime 

of experiences involving real-world, face-to-face social 

interactions. 
 

Daniel Pink, in his book A Whole New Mind: Why Right 

Brainers Will Rule the Future, makes a strong case for his 

theory that creative people with strong emotional 

intelligence will rule the 21st-century world. Conceptual 

thinking, as described by Pink, is right-brain-directed 

thinking, while the Information Age is driven by left-brain-

directed thinking. He predicts that the most successful of 

the current generation will demonstrate mastery of the 

digital technologies along with a strong creative and 

empathetic nature.  
 

As a result of technological advances in cognitive 

measuring instruments such as the functional MRI, it is now 

possible to observe and document the cognitive function of 

the human brain. In a now-famous experiment, cognitive 

researchers were able to pinpoint the areas of the brain 

involved in different learning tasks by observing people 

learning different subject matter. They were also able to 

identify something more significant and 

disturbing. The frontal lobe, the part of 

the brain involved in more complex 

functions such as making decisions at a 

critical level and processing 

complicated emotions, had begun to 

display stunted growth in the digital 

native. These studies hold that today’s 

adolescents could become stuck in a 

developmental stage which does not 

include other-centeredness. This 

physiological brain change has occurred in just one 

generation.  
 

Our current students grew up in an age in which 

information was readily available from multiple digital 

sources. The role of the contemporary teacher must change 

from “sage on the stage” to “guide on the side.” We are no 

longer keepers of knowledge but rather facilitators of 

discovery. The gift in our changing role is that by facilitating 

student learning, we have an opportunity to foster 

“relational learning” which is project-based and requires 

that students learn to work together to be successful. Those 

of us who are digital immigrants must also become learners 

along with our students.   
 



Our challenge, then, as teachers of digital natives, 

whether we are natives or immigrants ourselves, is not only 

to embrace the use of the digital media for teaching and 

learning but also to foster growth in three key areas: face-

to-face conversational skills, emotional intelligence, and 

right-brained creative thinking.  
 

It has long been known that talking engages the frontal 

lobe, the area in which higher-level thinking occurs. 

Research shows that digital-native students spend more 

time communicating electronically than they do face to face. 

While digital social networking is the new normal in 

communication, human beings think best collectively. It is 

imperative that we model and teach the value of sharing 

ideas in a way that promotes the “cross-pollination of 

ideas.” Conversation is essential in the 21st-century 

classroom; but now, more than ever, it must be structured 

conversation with direction provided by the teacher. Here 

are some strategies for structuring classroom conversation. 
 

•    T-P-S (Think-Pair-Share): Frank Lyman of the University 

of Maryland is credited with the design of this three-part 

interactive processing exercise. The teacher poses a 

question and asks each student to think about his/her 

answer. After a few minutes, the students are directed to 

pair with someone else to discuss and explain their 

thoughts. In the “whip around” segment, each pair shares 

findings with the rest of the class 

(readingquest.org/strat/tps.html). 
 

•    The Implications Wheel: This is the brainchild of Joel 

Barker. In this exercise, students are given a diagram with a 

center circle containing a statement. Each student works 

individually to fill the outer circles with potential 

implications, both positive and negative, of the central 

statement. Next, students move to groups in which they 

share the implications they have generated. The group then 

transfers all implications to a larger version of the wheel. 

One student is assigned to present the “group wheel” to the 

class (implicationswheel.com). 
 

•    The World Café: Margaret Wheatley believes strongly in 

the power of courageous conversation. Her group-

processing concept is based on the model of the European 

café, where people gather and exchange ideas. This strategy 

involves hosted table conversation with one student host 

assigned to each table. The 

other students select a starting 

table and then move from table 

to table at the teacher’s 

direction, taking care to be 

with different students at each 

table. The host records 

comments and looks for patterns in peer responses. At the 

end of the exercise, each student host reports to the entire 

class. This is a powerful group-thinking tool in which new 

ideas and insights develop as one student’s idea “sparks” a 

new idea in the brain of a peer (theworldcafe.com). 

We must also teach our digital-native students the 

power and importance of emotion by providing 

opportunities to discuss feelings. In his best-selling book 

Emotional Intelligence, psychologist Daniel Goleman says 

that emotional intelligence is about our ability to feel 

empathy. As educators, we must embed emotion in each 

learning episode. Emotion drives attention and attention 

drives learning. A sample of strategies in this area includes 

the following. 
 

•    Journaling: This is a powerful 

strategy for putting students in touch 

with their own feelings. Often 

confined to English and religion 

classrooms, journaling can work in 

any subject area. Journaling is also 

an effective focusing technique for the beginning of class. 

Some generic questions include “How did I come here 

today?” and “Do I have any worries about this class or my 

performance?” It is also empowering for students to surface 

feelings in an emotionally safe classroom. 
 

•    Experiential Learning: Someone once said that if you 

want to teach kids effectively, you should buy a bus. Aside 

from field trips, there are programs available which are 

designed to engage students’ emotions by involving them in 

exercises which are metaphors for real-life events. The 

“History Alive” curriculum is a good example of such a 

program. It consists of several modules specific to different 

historical periods with classroom activities and lesson plans 

designed to help students make meaning of abstract 

historical concepts (historyalive.com). 
 

•    Interpreting Emotion: As noted, digital-native students 

often do not respond to social cues in face-to-face 

conversation. In addition to embedding structured 

conversation and interaction in our teaching, we also can 

design lessons which bring attention to emotion. This can be 

as simple as examining a photograph or a drawing of a 

literary character, a biblical or historical figure, or someone 

from another culture and encouraging students to share 

thoughts on how the person might feel in the situation 

depicted. Today’s students often miss nuance and body 

language, so it is important to call attention to the 

importance of social cues in conversation and in 

relationships. 

While schools have traditionally been left-brained places, 

we have seen the future value of right-brained thinking. 

Daniel Pink proposes that right-brainers will rule the future, 

but it is probably more accurate to say that those who 

effectively use both brain hemispheres will be the most 

successful. How do we encourage “ambi-hemispheric” 

thinking in our classrooms? 
 

(Continue on Page 12) 



Mastery of the moment is mastery over life.  
Marie Von Ebner-Eschenbach 

Those who remain silent are responsible. St. Edith Stein, KZ-Victim 

Shamelessness: 
How Pornography is Killing Our Kids  

by Megan Noll, M.A.   
 

 Preparing to write this article, I decided to first discuss 
the issue of pornography with some concerned parents.  I 
then listened to struggling teens and college students, and 
read of its effects noted by various theologians, doctors and 
therapists.  By definition pornography is a depiction of erotic 
behaviors (usually images or words) that incite sexual 
excitement or an emotional reaction.  The problem with 
pornography is that it is “hidden in plain sight.”  Our smart 
phones and computers tempt us to “click here” or send 
forward an indecent photo or joke.  TV shows and movies 
frequently have “models” that put their bodies shamelessly 
on display or “characters” that overindulge in sexually 
explicit behaviors.  Take Barney from How I Met Your 
Mother. In one episode, he tried to sleep with seven 
different women in seven days.  We have become used to 
seeing provocative sex scenes on primetime.  It seems that 
we don’t mind if our kids catch a glimpse.  Pornography is 
attractive.  Our culture sees it as “normal” and “natural.”  

The fact of the matter is that 
pornography does not accurately 
portray love and the truth of the 
human person. Instead it creates an 
illusion that the human person can be objectified, used and 
discarded afterwards.   As the late Pope John Paul II notes, 
pornography distorts the truth of our sexuality (Love and 
Responsibility, pp. 192-193).  The focus shifts from the real 
value of the person to only their sexual value.  We come to 
see a person as a means to our sexual gratification, thereby 
separating our sexuality from authentic love.  The result is a 
relational handicap where the person detaches one’s very 
self from the intimacy of a committed and loving 
relationship (YouCat 412).   

In an online article The Brain Science of Unhealthy Sexual 
Behavior, Mark Kastleman gives six reasons why people 
engage in unhealthy sexual outlets like pornography.  His list 
includes: 

1. Curiosity 
2. Excitement and Pleasure 
3. Escape  
4. Dependency 
5. Replacement for Real Intimacy 
6. Obsessive/Compulsive Tendencies   

Furthermore, research shows that pornography releases 
powerful neurochemicals in the brain.  The neurochemicals 
produce a “rush” or “high” comparable to drugs.  Not 
surprisingly, pornography is addictive. On average, 28,278 
people are viewing a pornographic image per second.  That’s 
nearly 1.7 million people in an hour.  Pornography alone 
generates over $97 billion dollars world-wide in a year.   

 

 
 

Unfortunately, exposure to pornography starts early in 
life.  Pornography affects the average youth by age 11.  
Many youth discover porn without looking for it.  Usually, 
they find it when they do a word search on the internet.  
Others come across it through a pop-up ad, a message sent 
to their personal email account, through an online chat 
room or during online gaming.  It may even happen while 
they are watching TV or a movie. 

With ongoing exposure and with the changes in brain 
chemistry, young people start to experiment with the 
behaviors witnessed.  Not surprisingly, they are 
disappointed when reality does not look like their fantasies.  
Real people do not perform like the characters.  Recognizing 
this, fears and insecurities of love and acceptance are 
heightened.  Pornography interferes with child development 
and identity.  They are at greater risk of becoming victim to 
sexual violence, sexual illness, unplanned pregnancy, 
addictions and even suicide.   

Despite the harmful effects of 
pornography, we can combat it.  First 
of all, we need to talk to our kids 
about sex.  The “sex talk” is not a 

onetime thing.  Young people need to know that the body is 
a gift and it needs to be treated as such.  This requires us to 
love and affirm them.  Second, we should pray for them.  
Even the most diligent parents and educators will struggle to 
fight against the cultural tides that support provocative 
behavior.  God is on our side.  Another way is to fast on 
bread and water.  Fasting helps us master ourselves and 
builds the virtue of chastity.  Third, we need to understand 
the church teachings about human sexuality.  A good place 
to start is the Catechism of the Catholic Church.  This equips 
us to withstand outside pressures.  Fourth, we need to avoid 
temptation through a detox of all pornographic materials in 
our homes or classrooms.  This means we need to get rid of 
magazines, movies, the internet and games if we need to.  
“If your right eye causes you to sin, pluck it out 
and throw it away; it is better that you lose 
one of your members than your whole body 
be thrown into hell” (Mt 5:29).  If your TV or 
computer is a cause of sin, remove them. 
Another way to combat pornography is to 
hold each other accountable.  Check 
computer histories. Add a strong filter like 
CovenantEyes to your computer.  Should 
there be a fall, get to confession. Finally, 
be strong in the Lord by putting on 
his armor (Eph 6:10-11). 



The Diocesan Catholic Committee on Scouting announces that the Diocesan Scout Recognition Day
will be held on Saturday, May 19 at 11 a.m. at Cathedral of Christ the King.

Those scouts working on the various emblems and patches should plan to have 
their materials to the diocese no later than March 15.

Please mail applications to:  Scout Awards, PO Box 969, Superior, WI 54880.
Questions may be directed to Fr. Ed Anderson, 715 635 3105.

USCCB Charter Celebrates 10th Anniversary
Diocese of Superior Found in Compliance for 2010 -2011

The Diocese of Superior has once again been found in
compliance with the United States Conference of Catholic
Bishops’ Charter for the Protection of Children and Young
People.  Receiving the letter right before Christmas was a
wonderful gift - a gift to be shared with all of you.  Bishop
Peter F. Christensen expresses his
gratitude to all, acknowledging the
thousands of individuals across the
diocese who have so graciously complied
with the requirements of the Charter,
with special recognition of all the pastors
and catechetical leaders who accept
responsibility for the implementation of
the Charter in each parish. 

To be in compliance, a diocese must
implement the 17 articles of the Charter
and adhere to the twelve standards
established by the Essential Norms.  The
most visible parts of the Charter are
background checks and training of all adults working or
volunteering with children and the abuse awareness
training offered to all minors.  All clergy (regardless of
ministry) and all adults whose employment or volunteer
ministry brings them into contact with minors within the
context of the Catholic church are required to complete
both a background and Basic Adult Safe Environment
(BASE) training every five years.  Training is to be offered
to all children enrolled in the Catholic schools and
religious education programs of the diocese each year.
The training for the children must be age-appropriate.  It
is designed to help each child recognize potentially
abusive and/or exploitive situations and to enable the
child to speak to trusted adults about these situations thus
avoiding danger. 

The Charter celebrates its 10th anniversary this year.  Since
2002, more than 7500 people have been background
checked in the Diocese of Superior.  About a third of those
have come up for the five-year renewal making the
number of actual background checks completed break the

10,000 mark.  The background checks and
required training has demanded a lot of
work on the part of many people - at both
the parishes and the diocese.

But something wonderful has happened
because of this effort.  The Charter started
as a response to a crisis.  With clarity of
purpose and determination of spirit, our
Catholic Church has turned something ugly
into a vibrant program of protection and
advocacy for children. We have become
leaders in the area of youth protection.

The Charter has impacted the culture of
the United States like the ripples that result when a
pebble is dropped into a pool of water. Just as the ripples
keep spreading, the knowledge and awareness of sexual
abuse and the protection of children keeps spreading.
Each trained adult takes what they have learned into their
families, their jobs, and all their other activities.  The end
result is that the kids benefit, wherever they are.

Again, thank you to each and every one of you.  Standing
strong with the Bishops’ Charter takes the efforts of all
adults.  With your help, the Catholic Church has become
one of the safest places for a child to be.  
Kathy Drinkwine serves the Diocese of Superior as the Safe
Environment Coordinator and Coordinator of Administrative Services.



 

 

 

February 2012 

1: West Region Mass with Bishop 

 St. Mary, New Richmond 

 Contact: Peggy Schoenfuss 

2: East Region Mass with Bishop 

 Holy Rosary, Medford 

 Contact: Peggy Schoenfuss 

3 – 4:  School of Servant Leadership, 

Course # 7 

 Contact: Chris Newkirk 

6: SUMMIT 

 St. Peter, Cameron 

 Contact: Gwen Nies 

10: HARVEST  

“A Parent’s Navigational Guide 

for Teen Love and Maturation” 

Presenter: Sue Lewis 

Contact: Megan Noll  

14: GOAL Workshop 

 Contact: Peggy Schoenfuss 

15 – 21: Catechetical Week 

 “Announce God’s Praise” 

23: Principal/Pastor Gathering 

 Barker’s Island, Superior 

 Contact: Peggy Schoenfuss 
 

March 2012 

2 – 3: School of Servant Leadership, 

Course # 8 

 Contact: Chris Newkirk 

3: God Campaign Retreat 

 Presenter: Bishop Christensen 

        St. Mary’s, Tomahawk 

Contact: Megan Noll  

5 – 7: Growing In Grace 

        Cathedral, Superior 

        Contact: Megan Noll 

8: Diocesan Wide School Spelling 

Bee Contest 

9: HARVEST  

  “Conflict Resolution: Practical 

Skills for Parish Work” 

Presenter: Christine Newkirk 

Contact: Megan Noll  

16:  New Principal Meeting 

        Time & Location: TBA 

21: Youth Rally 

 St. Therese of Lisieux, Phillips 

 Contact: Megan Noll  

22: School Development Workshop

 Contact: Steve Tarnowski 

27: Chrism Mass 

29: GOAL Workshop 

 Contact: Peggy Schoenfuss 

 

 

 

30 – 31:   School of Servant 

Leadership, Course # 9 

 Contact: Chris Newkirk 
 

April 2012 

8: Easter Sunday 

11 – 13:   NCEA Convention, Boston  

13: HARVEST  

  “Recruiting & Retaining 

Volunteers & Youth” 

Contact: Megan Noll  

16: Principal Meeting, Spooner 

 Contact: Peggy Schoenfuss 

17: SUMMIT 

 St. Peter, Cameron 

 Contact: Gwen Nies 
 

May 2012 

TBA:    Stewardship Day 

6 – 10: NCCL, San Diego CA 

19: Extreme Faith Camp Training 

 Contact: Megan Noll 

19:  Lay Ministry Outreach Formation 

        Contact: Tim Kuehn 
 

June 2012 

1 – 9:  Totus Tuus Training 

 For Parish sites & dates 

 Contact: Megan Noll 

2:  Spirituality II 

      Contact: Tim Kuehn   

10 – 15:   Extreme Faith Camp 

 Contact: Megan Noll 

30 – July 8:   Young Adult Camping 

Trip, Banff Glacier National Park 

 Contact: Megan Noll 
 

July 2012 
11 – 12:   HS Youth Service Project  

  St Francis Solanus, Reserve 

 Contact: Megan Noll 
 

August 2012 

2 – 12: School of New Evangelization 

 Contact: Megan Noll 

16: New Principal Orientation 

 Contact: Peggy Schoenfuss 

18:  Pastoral Ministry 

         Contact: Tim Kuehn 

21: New & Next to New Catechetical 

Leader Orientation, Haugen 

 Contact: Roger Cadotte 

23: Principal Meeting 

 Contact: Peggy Schoenfuss 

29: Leadership Days, Woodruff 

 Contact: Roger Cadotte 

 
 

Visit our website @ www.catholicdos.org  

 

30: Leadership Days, Cameron 

        Contact: Roger Cadotte 
 

September 2012 

 Fall Regional Workshops 

 5: Amery 

 6:  Superior, St Anthony 

 10: Ladysmith 

 12: Rhinelander 

 13: Ashland 

 Contact: Roger Cadotte 

14: HARVEST 

21 – 23:  Lay Ministry Retreat 

         Contact: Tim Kuehn 
 

October 2012 

10: 50
th

 Anniversary Fall Conference 

 St Joseph, Rice Lake 

 Contact: Kathy Drinkwine 

12: HARVEST 

27: Sacraments 

       Contact: Tim Kuehn 
 

E-mail Addresses 

Chris Newkirk                                   

cnewkirk@catholicdos.org  

Donna Pieper                                      

dpieper@catholicdos.org  

Gwen Nies                                                  

gnies77@lakeland.ws     

Kathy Drinkwine                           

kdrinkwine@catholicdos.org  

Marilyn Ward                                       

mward@catholicdos.org  

Megan Noll                                             

mnoll@catholicdos.org  

Peggy Schoenfuss                      

pschoenfuss@catholicdos.org  

Roger Cadotte                                   

rcadotte@catholicdos.org  

Steven Tarnowski                         

starnowski@catholicdos.org  

Tim Kuehn                                             

tkuehn@catholicdos.org  

Tricia Jacobson                               

pjacobson@catholicdos.org  
 

Phone #          Bishop Hammes Center 

715.234.5044 

Roger Cadotte          Peggy Schoenfuss      

Megan Noll               Donna Pieper     

Marilyn Ward        

Chris Newkirk           715.394.0204          

Gwen Nies                 715.294.4163       

Kathy Drinkwine       715.394.0216  

Steven Tarnowski     715.394.0223    

Tim Kuehn                 715.394.0217    

Tricia Jacobson  715.394.0225
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(Continuation from Page 8 ) 

•    The Idea Recorder: Encourage students always to be 

prepared to write down good ideas, and give them the 

option to choose the medium. There are multiple ways 

including the “notes” function or the recorder on a smart 

phone as well as the more traditional paper notebook. The 

concept can be modeled by assigning a focus that is 

specific to a class topic, e.g., looking for ways to apply a 

classroom concept to real life. Daniel Pink is a proponent 

of improving our MQ (metaphor quotient) by keeping a 

metaphor log in which we look for and record surprising 

metaphors we encounter. Metaphorical thinking is 

creative and is a “whole-brained” activity which is 

described as “the lifeblood of all art.” 

•    Mix Up the Media: While it is important to encourage 

the use of electronic media, it is equally important to insist 

that students use various ways to express themselves. For 

example, challenge students to demonstrate what they 

have learned without using words. The student could 

create a graphic, act out the concept, or make a video. 

Another example is to ask for a demonstration of mastery 

using the student’s favorite nondigital medium. 

•    Inspiration Boards: In terms of creativity, process is as 

important as product. Daniel Pink notes that fashion 

designers begin with collages and writers often use 

storyboards. Pink uses a bulletin board and tacks up 

anything he finds compelling about a project topic. This 

strategy encourages connectivity of ideas and is an 

excellent way for students to begin project work. It also 

teaches that creativity is enhanced when time is allowed 

for ideas to “percolate.” 

Even if the above strategies do not resonate with every 

educator, the imperative is to be sensitive to the essential 

competencies required to complement digital fluency. 

Digital technologies tend to be isolating for today’s youth, 

with “relationships” developed in a digital world. We must 

encourage creativity, conversation, and collaboration. This 

involves encouraging our students to engage in activities 

which require them to discern how best to work together 

in real time and in the real world to achieve success. It is a 

challenge we must embrace in order to ensure that the 

best of both worlds comes together with a healthy respect 

for generational differences.   

--------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Christine Bolesta has worked in the mission of Catholic secondary education 

for 38 years. She recently retired as president of a Catholic high school to 

start her own consulting company, Vibrant Catholic Schools: vibrantcs.com. 

Source: Today’s Catholic Teacher, November/December 2011  

Reprinted with permission Peter Li, Inc

 




