
 
 

   

  
 
 
 
 
 
 

RELATIONSHIP MINISTRY: A LAY PERSON'S GUIDE TO 
VOCATIONS WORK 

Rev. Patrick McConnell 
 

One of my favorite moments in the famous game show 
The Price is Right is the great reveal, the moment one of 
Bob’s assistants opens up door #1 – that long 
anticipated moment, the great encounter with that 
fabulous prize that everyone wanted to have. I always 
loved guessing to see what was behind the door; I have 
to admit I wasn’t always right.  

Our young people are caught up in a 
guessing game as well; constantly 
wondering what’s next for them? 
What is it they’re supposed to do? 
What is God’s plan for them? As a lay 
person involved in these young 
people’s lives often times it is 
daunting to think that you could be a 
guide to help them find out what is 
behind door #1, to discover God’s 
will for them, to be a part of their 
vocational discernment. This task, 
this mission, is not beyond you. It is 
not a job for someone else but an 
integral part of your ministry as 
catechist.  

When it comes to promoting 
vocations in ordinary, everyday 
parish ministry Christ has given us a simple and 
achievable model referred to as relationship ministry. In 
the first chapter of the Gospel of John, the disciples of 
John are introduced to Christ on the banks of the Jordan 
where John is baptizing and they begin to follow after 
Christ. It isn’t until they ask the question, “where are 
you staying” that they are invited into a relationship, 

Christ says, “come and see.” Of all the things Christ 
could say, the first thing said by Christ in the Gospel of 
John is an invitation into His life, an offer to come to 
know Him. 

This is ultimately the mission of fostering vocations: to 
introduce someone to Christ. The idea that we are in the 

business of ‘selling a career to 
someone’ or ‘figuring out their life 
for them’ is a daunting task and 
frankly it’s not true. The truth is, all 
Christ asks of us is to introduce Him, 
our friend, to the people He has put 
in our care, to call them to their 
universal call, that of holiness. “The 
classes and duties of life are many, 
but holiness is one - that sanctity 
which is cultivated by all who are 
moved by the Spirit of God, and who 
obey the voice of the Father and 
worship God in spirit and truth.” 
(Lumen Gentium 41) Every young 
person has been called to “be Holy 
just as your Father is Holy” and to 
live out a life, not that they have to 
figure out on their own, but that has 

been laid out for them from the beginning of time. 

Catechists, you have been put in a unique role; you are 
given a consistent and concrete opportunity for 
fostering an encounter and for building a relationship 
with a select group of young people in your particular 
parishes. By your role you have been given a select 
group of young people whom you are called to 
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introduce to Christ and to call them to holiness. All it 
takes is the invitation, “Come and see.” 

Relationship ministry is based on four simple steps 
necessary for guiding young people on their journey 
closer to Christ, 1) your relationship with Christ 2) the 
young person’s relationship with you 3) your 
relationship with that young person 4) the young 
person’s relationship with Christ. Each step is integral to 
the success of each subsequent step in relationship 
ministry. Though you should not and cannot completely 
finish one step before you begin the other, we must first 
begin with Christ. 

The famous phrase, “You can’t give what you don’t 
have” applies in a healthy approach to vocations work. 
Just as John the Baptist introduced his disciples to Jesus 
so must we do the same, 
introducing the youth we minister 
to our closest friend, to our 
intimate savior. We must bear 
Christ in our hearts if we are to 
bring Him to others. The primary 
responsibility of all ministers must 
be their own personal relationship 
with Christ. This requires an 
intentional and mature prayer life, 
including but not restricted to 
silent prayer, scriptural prayer, and 
frequent encounters with the 
sacraments especially that of the 
Holy Eucharist and confession. 

Once we have begun to “know 
where Christ dwells,” once we have 
accepted His invitation to enter 
into His life, we must then invite 
the youth into our life. This next 
step of invitation requires some vulnerability and trust. 
However, these young people must be allowed a 
window into your life in a way that develops their trust 
in you. Not only does this include an openness to 
sharing your own faith journey but also simply sharing 
your life with them, be it by sharing your joys or sharing 
your sorrows. Allow them to pray for you, allow them to 
know you. 

Once a certain level of trust has been established the 
process of getting to know them will almost naturally 
follow. As simple as checking in with your students at 
religious education class to attending their sporting and 
other extracurricular activities, this ministry is that of 
presence, of showing up. By investing in their lives, by 

expressing your love and concern for their life in all its 
aspects, they will encounter the love of Christ and they 
will encounter the one who is calling them. 

The final step in relationship ministry is that of 
discipleship. Though often the expected first step in 
vocations ministry, this must be the final, but not 
necessarily the last step. Once you are able to establish 
a relationship with Christ and with the youth, then there 
is a greater opportunity to introduce them to Christ. At 
that point you can allow your relationship with the Lord 
and your relationship with the young people you serve 
to meld together. This step includes things like inviting 
the youth to pray with you, encouraging them to join 
you for Mass or a prayer services, sharing with them 
spiritual books or inspirational materials that were/are 
important in your prayer life. This is when you invite the 

young people to not just to follow 
you, but to follow Christ. This is 
when Christ is offered an 
opportunity to say, “Come and 
see.” 

These four basic steps are 
extremely necessary for the 
development of a healthy process 
of discernment in young people’s 
lives. By walking with young people 
on their journey with Christ we 
have the privileged opportunity to 
point out Jesus as John the Baptist 
did and inspire young people to 
follow after Jesus – wherever God 
is calling them. 

No matter your position, no matter 
your role in the Church, we are all 
called to vocations work and to 

carry it out one relationship at a time. I encourage us all 
to think of those young people that are present in our 
lives through the ministries we are involved in. I 
encourage you to invest in a select few, Christ only had 
twelve Apostles. First, begin by praying for them. Then 
through intentional relationships I pray we may all be 
able to invite our youth to “Come and see” the life Christ 
has for each and every one of them in Him. 

Rev. Patrick McConnell is the Parochial Administrator 
for St. Peter the Fisherman in Eagle River, St. Theresa in 
Three Lakes, and St. Kunegunda of Poland in Sugar Camp 
as well as the Sacramental Minister for St. Albert in Land 
O’Lakes and St. Mary in Phelps. He is also the Assistant 
Vocations Director.   
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YOU, YES YOU, HAVE A VOCATION! 
AND SO DO YOUR RELIGIOUS EDUCATION STUDENTS 

By Christopher Hurtubise 
 

It’s 5 a.m. and a thousand 
families across our 
diocese are waking up to 
another day. A dad is 
looking forward to a cup 
of coffee after morning 
milking in the barn and a 
mom is packing lunches 
for her kids before leaving 
for another 12 hour 
nursing shift at the 
hospital. A thousand 
different families, a 
thousand different 

stories, a thousand different sets of hopes and dreams 
and passions and drives. 
 
Re-thinking the Vocation Vocabulary 
For too many years we’ve done a disservice to ourselves 
by pigeonholing the language we use about vocations. 

If you asked ten adult Catholics what it means to have a 
vocation nine or ten of them would probably point to a 
calling to becoming a priest or a religious brother or 
sister. This notion is commonplace. However, it is also 
deeply dangerous and here’s why:  If a vocation is a 
special calling by God to become a priest or religious 
sister, then lay people do not have vocations. Does that 
give you pause? 

What is your vocation? Stop and ponder that for a 
second. What are your students’ vocations? Does God 
have a special calling for you? For your children? For 
your students? 

A Richer Vision 
In the 20th century the Catholic Church rediscovered a 
teaching that had been underemphasized for many 
years. Referred to generally as the Universal Call to 
Holiness, this teaching is a time bomb waiting for us to 
embrace it so that it can explode with fruitfulness and 
transformation in our parishes, in our communities and 
especially in our families. 

What does the Church mean by talking about a universal 
calling to holiness? It teaches that every human being is 
created with a calling. That calling is to a lifetime here 

on earth and an eternity in heaven of loving union with 
God.  In a word: we are made for love. 

St. John Paul II said: 

Man cannot live without love. He remains a 
being that is incomprehensible for himself, his 
life is senseless, if love is not revealed to him, if 
he does not encounter love, if he does not 
experience it and make it his own, if he does not 
participate intimately in it. ~ Redemptor Hominis 

Fundamentally, the basic calling of every human person 
is to be loved and to love. When we think about 
vocations this is where we have to start and this is the 
goal to which we must return: to love and to be loved, 
to encounter and receive and know the love of God and 
to return it to Him and to all of His children. 

To build a culture of vocations in our diocese, in our 
parishes and in our homes this is lesson one. What is 
your vocation? First and foremost, your vocation is love. 

What is universal amongst all of us is this foundational 
vocation. What is unique is our particular vocation. 
What is universal is that we are called to love and to a 
lasting, life-giving union with God, what is unique is how 
He calls us to live that out. 

Some of us are called to live out that fundamental 
calling as priests, some as religious brothers or sisters, 
some as deacons, some as consecrated single people 
and some as married people. Whoever you are, 
wherever you came from, no matter how close or far 
away you’ve been from God in the past He has a specific 
calling for you. 

There Are No Default Vocations 
So what does all of this have to do with real life? What 
does this have to do with the families in our parishes 
and the other families that are on the margins of our 
parishes? 

When that dad gets up at before dawn to milk his cows 
or that mom gets up hours before her children to make 
their lunches and quietly leave for work, they are living 
their vocation to love. When a parent stays up all night 
with a sick child or takes the time to invest in a difficult 
conversation with a spouse: they are answering a call 
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from God. Fundamentally, they are answering a primary 
call to love. 

What is love? Sacred Scripture tells us that Christ 
showed us what love is by laying down His life for us and 
that we ought to love each other in like fashion (1 John 
3:16). Echoing this, St. John Paul defines love as a 
sincere gift of self. Does that definition resonate with 
you? Have you ever been loved like that? Have you ever 
loved like that? 

Whether it is priesthood, married life, religious life or 
single life, every particular vocation is an avenue of 
learning how to love. 

Those of us who have experienced it, know that 
marriage and parenthood are in fact a crucible of love. 
Priests and religious sisters will tell you the same is true 
of their callings. In marriage we have an opportunity to 
daily sacrifice our wills, our preferences and our 
expectations and to lay down our lives for the good of 
our spouse and children. So too with priesthood and 
religious life. 

One of the most damaging things we can think is that 
marriage is a default choice. “Well, I’m not called to be a 
priest, so I guess I’ll get married.” No!  If you’re single 
and looking for a spouse I highly recommend that you 
NOT use the following pick-up line: “I thought God might 
have something special in mind for my life, but I guess 
not... Wanna get together?” We all want marriage to be 
more significant than that, right? 

We all want our lives to matter, to have meaning, to 
make a difference. 

Answered Calls Bear Beautiful Fruit 
As Christ’s disciples, He wants to lead us to our 
particular vocations so as help us find joy, fulfillment 
and transformation. But He also calls us to these 
vocations in order to bless His church. All of the 
different vocations rely on each other and when they 
are lived authentically, intentionally and joyfully they all 
bear abundant fruit. 

This diversity of vocations is one of the most attractive 
things about the Catholic Church. These various callings 
are like the many faces of a prism: when we live out our 
unique callings faithfully, we allow the light and life of 
Christ to shine through us and the people around us 
cannot help but desire Christ for themselves.  

It’s 5 a.m. and a tired priest is coming home to clean up 
before daily Mass after a night at a parishioner’s bedside 
in the hospital – heaven rejoices at his love. A cloistered 
nun is reciting morning prayer with her sisters, 
remembering the special intentions of family and friends 
who are counting on her prayers – heaven rejoices at 
her love. A husband and wife are up early so they can 
have a few minutes alone before their kids get up. They 
catch up with each other, plan their day, and offer a 
simple prayer for their family and for the day ahead – 
heaven rejoices at their love. 

Christopher Hurtubise is the Associate Director of 
Catholic Formation for the Diocese of Superior.

  

PASSING ON THE JOYFUL ENCOUNTER 
By Bishop Robert McManus, Diocese Of Worcester

On encountering the Risen Christ and always keeping the kerygma and the Eucharist in view 
 

Pope Francis has repeatedly 
reminded the Church that the 
basis of all evangelization and 
catechesis is the proclamation 
of the apostolic kerygma. This 
the stunning announcement 
that Christ has died for the 
salvation of all people, and on 
the third day after his cruel 
death, God raised him to new 
life and exalted him as Lord; 
and in order to be saved, one  

 

 
must believe in him as the Savior of the world (see Acts 
2:22-24; 36-39). 
 
Catechists introduce the person of Jesus 
The role of the catechist is to help pass on the faith of 
the Church by introducing students to the person of 
Jesus Christ. In his apostolic exhortation, Catechesi 
Tradendae (Catechesis in Our Time), St. John Paul II 
taught that catechesis is essentially an experience of 
encountering the person of Jesus within the community 
of faith which is the Church. Pope Emeritus Benedict XVI 
echoed this fundamental insight into the catechetical 
mission of the Church when he wrote in his first 
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encyclical, Deus Caritas Est (God Is Love), “Being a 
Christian is not the result of an ethical choice or a lofty 
idea, but the encounter with an event, a person, which 
gives life a new horizon and a decisive direction” (DCE, 
1) 
 
In most dioceses, the sacrament of Confirmation is 
usually celebrated during the Easter season. This 
pastoral practice is commendable because for 50 days 
the Church proclaims with unrestrained joy that Jesus 
Christ is risen from the dead. The Savior is living within 
his Body, the Church, and calling all people to believe in 
him through the power of the Holy Spirit. Fortified by 
the gifts of the Holy Spirit, a confirmed Catholic is sent 
forth as a joyful and convinced witness to the Risen 
Christ. 
 
Moreover, every Sunday is an occasion to celebrate in 
Word and Sacrament our Easter faith. Each Sunday 
celebration of the Eucharist is a proclamation of the 
Paschal Mystery and a liturgical invitation to the faithful 
to enter sacramentally into the death and resurrection 
of Christ. By doing so, Christians can grow in holiness of 
life and deepen their commitment to becoming 
missionary disciples through the worthy reception of the 
Body and Blood of Christ. 
 
The Church Depends On The Eucharist 
A common lament among parish priests is the 
precipitous decline in the number of Catholics who 
attend Mass every Sunday. This is a major pastoral crisis 
that cannot be ignored or minimized. In one of his last 
magisterial documents, Ecclesia de Eucharistia (On the 
Eucharist in its Relationship to the Church), St. John Paul 
II emphasized that the very existence of the Church 
depends on the celebration of the Eucharist because in 
and through the reception of the Holy Eucharist, an 
individual believer’s faith and personal relationship with 
the Risen Christ are enriched. Moreover, in and through 
that more intimate belonging to the Eucharistic Lord, 
the relationship of all the members of the Church to 
each other is deepened and strengthened.  
 
This most unfortunate decline in regular Mass 
attendance among American Catholics has had a 
deleterious influence on the ability to catechize our 
youth well. It is a widely documented pastoral reality 
that the parents’ practice of the faith, particularly in the 
matter of regular Mass attendance, has a major effect 
on their children’s practice of attending Mass each 
Sunday. Priests and catechists sadly report that parents 
who bring their children to catechetical instruction on a 

Sunday morning will often not attend Mass with their 
children before or after class. 
The Second Vatican Council referred to the family as 
“the domestic church” (LG, 11). In the celebration of the 
sacrament of Baptism, the priest or deacon reminds the 
father of the child being baptized that “the father and 
mother will be the first teachers of their child in the 
ways of faith. May they be also the best of teachers, 
bearing witness to the faith by what they say and do.” 
These theological truths cannot be lived out in a family 
where regular attendance at Sunday Mass is not a 
weekly family practice.  
 
Every celebration of the Eucharist is a proclamation of 
the apostolic kerygma and a privileged opportunity to 
encounter personally the Risen Christ, especially 
through the reception of Holy Communion. At the same 
time, the celebration of the Eucharist is also a 
profoundly catechetical event. In the Liturgy of the 
Word, we hear proclaimed the Mirabilia Dei, “the 
wonderful works of God” that constitute the history of 
salvation. Beginning with creation and stretching 
through the history of Israel to the death and 
resurrection of Christ, the outpouring of the Holy Spirit, 
and the growth of the Church, the Christian faithful hear 
weekly of the mysteries of the Catholic faith. 

 
In the Liturgy of the Eucharist, by the power of the Holy 
Spirit and the ministry of the priest, the very action of 
our redemption is made sacramentally present on the 
altar and then made available as “food for the journey” 
to feed those who have been invited to the Supper of 
the Lamb. When our young people do not attend weekly 
Sunday Mass, they are deprived of a singular 
opportunity not only to be catechized but also to be 
transferred spiritually into a more profound relation-
ship of love with the One whose name it is their 
privilege to bear as Christians. 
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Catechesis is a Crucial Ministry Of Witness 
There is a venerable scholastic axiom that teaches, “You 
cannot give what you do not have.” The ministry of the 
catechist is a crucial ministry in the pastoral life of every 
parish. There is much that a catechist can do in 
preparing oneself theologically for participating 
competently and confidently in the Church’s ministry of 
handing on the faith. However, there is no better 
spiritual preparation for the catechetical task than to 
cultivate a deep appreciation and love for the Holy 
Eucharist. It is in the Eucharist where the catechist will 
encounter the Lord Jesus and grow steadily in her or his 
own love relationship with the Divine Teacher. 
Blessed Pope Paul VI once noted that people listen 
“more willingly to witnesses than to teachers, and if 

[they do] listen to teachers, it is because they are 
witnesses” (Evangelii Nuntiandi, 41). This Easter season, 
let us strive with God’s abundant grace to be true 
witnesses to the resurrection of the Lord in the ear-nest 
hope that we will be able to introduce him and the joy 
of his Gospel to those whom we teach and serve. 
 
Most Reverend Robert J. McManus is the fifth Bishop of 
Worcester, Massachusetts. Ordained as a priest in 1978, 
Pope John Paul II elevated him as an Auxiliary Bishop of 
Providence in 1999. He was later installed as Bishop in 
Worcester on May 14, 2004 
 
This article originally appeared in Catechist magazine, March 2017, 
and Catechist.com. Used with permission. 

 

VOCATION STORY  
Deacon Samuel F. Schneider 

Kids often get asked, “What do you want to do/be when 
you grow up?” This is a good question, but as Christians 
we should be asking a slightly different question, “What 
does God want you to be when you grow up?” The 
answer to this question I can guarantee 100% of the 
time is that God wants you to be HOLY! He wants you to 
be a saint! But what does that mean? It means God 
wants all of us to be Holy (set apart) and get to heaven, 
but that is the be; we must also figure out the do which 
takes many different forms and paths often talked about 
as “vocations”. In my case I needed to first figure out 
what God wanted me to Be before I could figure out 
what he wanted me to Do. 

When I was growing up I never knew what “I” wanted to 
do when I grew up. Even in high school I still did not 
have anything that I wanted to do for the rest of my life. 
I was having a hard time choosing colleges and my mom 
suggested I should pray about it (great move by my 
mom!) and I thought it was a good idea. So, before Mass 
I prayed about it, but I didn’t really know what that 
meant because I had no previous sustained prayer life to 
know how to listen and discern God’s will for my life and 
so I gave up after that first and only try. 

I ended up accepting an appointment to the US Naval 
Academy in Annapolis, MD. Well, God listened to my 
plans, encouraged me to do my best, and then showed 
me my true pathway to happiness and joy. Freshman 
year I started to go to daily Mass in order to calm my  
nerves from the hectic schedule. I soon found, however,  

 
that daily Mass was something much more integral to 
me than I could have ever predicted. I received graces 
from daily attendance at Mass and regular confession. I 
started getting more and more involved with my 
Catholic faith on campus. Soon my time spent at faith 
related activities was more than I was spending on 
homework.  

 

During this whole time, I was very resistive to any 
possible call by God to priesthood. However, on a spring 
break mission trip with FOCUS (Fellowship Of Catholic 
University Students) up to the Bronx, NY God gave the 
final blow to soften my hard heart and opened me up to 
the priesthood. After praying for many weeks, I gained a 
peace with the thought of priesthood and I have never 
looked back. I contacted the Vocation Director for the 
Diocese of Superior and started filling out paperwork to 
be accepted the following year in seminary formation, 
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studying for the diocese, and continuing to discern the 
priesthood. 

Finally, being accepted by the diocese, I left the 
Academy and started at Saint John Vianney (SJV) College 
Seminary. After two years there, graduating with a 
Bachelor of Arts in Philosophy, I started at Saint Paul 
Seminary for my theology studies. After four more years 
of studies I am finally looking at priestly ordination and 
doing what God has called me to do, but I have been 
working at being what God wants me to be this whole 
time. Vocational discernment can be a tough thing, but 
aren’t most important things tough? However, they are 
worth the hard work. Some things that must be present 
in order to be able to discern a vocation properly are:  
1st- a pursuit of sainthood; 2nd-praying consistently; 3rd- 
a supportive family that prays together and seeks to do 
God’s will for them in their life (parents’ examples 
cannot be underestimated).  

What does God want you to be? He wants you to be 
with Him now and forever! 

Rev. Mr. Samuel Schneider is a seminarian for the 
Diocese of Superior. He will be ordained a priest on June 
4, 2017.   

 

 
 

YOU’RE INVITED 

Support Priestly Ordinations by Your Presence at the Cathedral on June 4th 

The entire diocese is invited to the Cathedral of Christ the King in Superior on Pentecost Sunday, June 4th at 4:00 in 
the afternoon to celebrate the Priestly Ordination of Deacon Samuel Schneider for the Diocese of Superior. Bishop 
James Powers will be the celebrant and homilist.  This Mass fulfills the obligation for that Sunday.  Show your support 
for Fr. Samuel, along with our Diocesan Chorale, a combined Knights of Columbus Honor Guard, and many others.  
Please join us for light refreshments served in Kress Hall following the liturgy, no tickets needed.  When our diocesan 
family gathers, we witness to the world in a powerful way—come and be a part of this happy occasion!



8 

Creating a Culture of Vocational Discernment in the Diocese of Superior 

By Mr. Dan Blank, Mrs. Christine Newkirk  
 
As we all know, a significant challenge for our Catholic 
Church is the priest shortage.  It is very real here in the 
Diocese of Superior.  Thank God for seminarian Richard 
Rhinehart, and for transitional Deacon Rev. Mr. Samuel 
Schneider – to be ordained to the priesthood on June 
4th!  These men give us a reason to celebrate the work of 
supporting those called to a priestly vocation.  We 
should also celebrate the return on our investments in 
the Faith in Our Future Campaign and Catholic Services 
Appeal that provide necessary financial support of our 
seminarians. 
 
Bishop Powers has set forth a vision in the diocese to 
more intentionally foster and continue to create a 
specific culture that is conducive to vocational 
discernment.  This past October, our Diocese of Superior 
priests and deacons gathered in Ashland to explore 
practical ways to broadly increase our vocations 
effectiveness throughout our diocese.  Thanks to that 
fruitful conversation, many steps are already being 
taken to facilitate this growth:  
  

 praying the diocesan vocations prayer every 

         week at every parish in the diocese  

 providing annual vocations posters to each 

         parish and school in the diocese to affirm 

         and support current seminarians 

 information regarding vocations on the  

         diocesan website 

 resources provided to each parish to be  

         made available to those discerning, their            

         families and the wider-parish community 

 a diocesan vocations team 

 

Bishop Powers has encouraged each priest to see 
himself as an extension of the Office of Vocations.  Some 
ways a parish priest may help develop vocations are by 
modeling a joy-filled priesthood, recruiting, calling forth 
and helping young men (and women) along an initial 
journey of discernment in their local parish / cluster 
setting.   
 
In order to help foster priestly vocations, and continue 
to create a culture of vocational discernment in general, 
Bishop Powers began to plant seeds with pastors, 
principals and other catechetical leaders who attended 

the October 2016 Annual Fall Conference in Rice Lake.  
Bishop Powers visualizes a future diocesan-wide 
vocations curriculum that will assist catechists and 
families in these efforts.  He also recently expanded the 
priestly vocations team to include both Regional 
Associate Directors and Regional Discernment Team 
Members.  Under the direction and support of the 
Bishop, the current Vocations Team now consists of the 
following members: 

 

 Bishop James Powers 

 Director of Vocations and Seminarians:    

         Fr. Thomas Thompson 

 Regional Associate Vocations Directors:   

         Fr. Andrew Ricci, Fr. Patrick McConnell and  

         Fr. John Anderson 

 Regional Discernment Team  Members:   

         Fr. Randy Knauf, Fr. Adam Laski and  

         Fr. David Neuschwander  

 Administration Director - Vocations &  

         Seminarians:  Mrs. Christine Newkirk 

 Consultant for Psychological Services:   

          Fr. Kevin Gordon 

More will be communicated about the Priestly 
Vocations Team in the near future.  In the meantime, if 
you know of a young man who is beginning his 
discernment journey, please have him contact the 
Regional Associate Vocations Director nearest you, or 
one of the other members of the Vocations Team.  But, 
there’s more we can do! 
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As catechetical leaders, catechists, parents and the 
Catholic faithful at large in our parishes, we need to be 
asking ourselves: What are WE doing to help create a 
culture of support for new vocations?  I know there are 
very many of us that volunteer in many ways in our 
parishes and diocese.  That is very good and needed!  
Our diocese is blessed with many faithful servants as 
deacons.  We should also support our women to 
respond to a call to explore consecrated life in a 
religious order.  Weekly, if not daily, prayers for 
vocations is a key to our success!  Again, there may be 
more! 
 
A recent series of articles by Anita Draper in our 
Superior Catholic Herald gives us inspiration to further 
consider what we can do to foster vocations. The 
February 9, 2017 issue quoted Deacon Bernie Lyngdal of 
Tomahawk as saying:   “ … vocations to the priesthood, 
permanent diaconate and religious life don’t just fall 
from the sky – those who are called 
must also be groomed by their 
parishes.  A parish is responsible for its 
own ordained and vowed people.”  
Deacon Lyngdal continued, “… it’s not 
just the response of the person who is 
called, but it is the response of the 
entire parish to seek out and encourage 
people who might be on the fence, … while the vocation 
call comes from God, the encouragement has to come 
from the whole parish.”  He listed a possible “job 
description” as having a heart for service, being 
interested in one’s fellow man, and being concerned 
about others.  Deacon Lyngdal said he “believes in the 
importance of invitation … they should by all means, 
raise the issue with that person.” 
 
Fr. Patrick McConnell has spoken of “relational 
ministry.”  That means that the relationships that are 
developed in our parishes, families and communities can 

have an early impact on a young person’s view of our 
Church.  Good, positive, interested peers and adults may 
plant a seed that grows into a vocation discernment 
process in the future.  This is our chance to be a part of 
long-range planning for the future success of our 
diocese!   
 
Consider this:  the joy we exhibit in our various 
ministries is noticed by those we serve, and noticed by 
many that are on the sidelines watching and listening.  
Scary?  It doesn’t have to be.  An opportunity?  
Absolutely.  Let’s all embrace the possibility that we may 
be a small but important piece of the new vocations 
system.  What if relational ministry means us “regular 
folk” are alert to recognizing that a “pre-vocations” 
discussion is brewing?  But we are not sure what to say 
or do.  Maybe giving the person some attention and 
acknowledgment gets things started.  Maybe a “walk 
and talk” conversation helps. Depending on the age,  

maybe a stop at a coffee shop results 
in a caffeine-infused stimulating 
exchange about an interest in learning 
more about a religious vocation.  And 
certainly, passing on the name to the 
local pastor and one of our official 
vocations team members gets the 
potential candidate on our radar. 

 
Some of this may be easier than we think.  Let’s all pray 
for vocations.  Let’s all pray that we recognize a possible 
future vocation, and let’s not be afraid to say something 
or take a small step toward action.  We all are the 
present and future of our Diocese.  Let’s make it great!  
 
Mr. Dan Blank is the Director of Administrative Services 
for the Diocese of Superior; this article was written in 
collaboration with Mrs. Christine Newkirk, the Director 
of Ecclesial Ministries & Diocesan Consultation. 

  
 

Inspiration from the Saints… 
 

Many people mistake our work for our vocation. Our vocation is the love of Jesus.  
— St. Teresa of Calcutta 
If you are what you should be, then you will set the world on fire. 
—Saint Catherine of Siena 
At last I have found my vocation: My vocation is love. 
—Saint Thérèse of Lisieux  
I don’t want my life to be mine, I want it to be Christ’s. 
—Ven. Fulton J. Sheen 

 



 

 

St. Stephen 
"Behold I see the heavens opened, and the Son of man standing at the right hand of God.” 

  

Died: 36 AD 

Patron Saint of: Deacons 

Outside, the city whirled by, a hundred thousand people, doing a hundred thousand 

different things. Each one has their own story, each life is waiting to be reached out and 

touched… Stephen felt the touch of two hands and his life was changed forever.  

 
 
 
He was “a man of faith and the Holy Spirit.” vs. 5 That is all that is known of the life of St. 
Stephen before the moment that St. Peter and the other apostles laid their hands on him 
during his ordination as the first deacon of the church, and that is really all we need to 
know.  

Through the grace given him in his ordination, St. Stephen was set on fire with love for 
Christ and his Church. The Acts of the Apostles describes the transformation like this: 
“Stephen, full of grace and power, did great wonders and signs among the people.” vs. 8 

There is no way to live your life totally for Christ and others, as St. Stephen did, and not 
begin to attract attention. Many people in the city of Jerusalem were inspired by 
Stephen and the other early Christians’ faith and “the number of disciples multiplied 
greatly.” vs. 7 But others began to hate him because, “they could not understand the 
wisdom and the Spirit with which he spoke.” vs. 10 

It is easy to lie about what you do not understand in order to justify your hatred for it. 
The elders and the scribes in the synagogue seized Stephen and brought him before the 
council and the high priest on a false charge.  

Rather than question God as to why this terribly unjust act was being done to him, 
Stephen used the opportunity to defend his belief in Jesus Christ and His Divinity against 
the backdrop and within the context of Jewish salvation history. Then to Stephen  it 
seemed as if heaven opened before him and he saw what all of us, within the depths of 
our heart, long to see, “the glory of God, and Jesus standing at the right hand of God.” vs. 
55 

But the truth can be hard to hear. Instead of allowing God to touch their hearts through 
the words and experience of St. Stephen, those listening to him “were enraged” vs. 54 
and “cried out with a loud voice and stopped their ears.” vs. 56 

The name Stephen means crowned one. St. Stephen was the first of many who would 
win the crown of martyrdom and die for their belief in the Divinity of Jesus and out of 
love for him. He was dragged out of the city and stone to death. Stephen’s death marked 
the beginning of a great persecution in Jerusalem, but even in his death Stephen touched 
the life of a man who watched him die… and one day that man, Paul, would feel the 

touch of two hands upon him.  



 

 

 
 
High School Leadership Weekends 

December 8-10, 2017  Crosswoods, Mason 
April 6-8, 2018 Crescent Lake, Rhinelander 
Contact: Christopher Hurtubise, churtubise@catholicdos.org 
 

Advent Days of Reflection (FED Retreat) 
December 15, 2017, St. Joseph, Osceola 
December 16, 2017, St. Mary, Tomahawk  
Contact: Grace Busse, gbusse@catholicdos.org 

 

School MAP Testing Windows 
September 25 - October 20, 2017 
January 16 - February 21, 2018 
April 16 - May 11, 2018 
Contact: Peggy Schoenfuss, pschoenfuss@catholicdos.org 

 

Professional Development Day 
April 25, 2017, St. Joseph Parish Hall, Hayward 

“The Journey: Creating a  Harmonious and Rewarding 
Parish Community & Workplace” 

Contact: Chris Newkirk, cnewkirk@catholicdos.org 
 

Totus Tuus 
June 11- 16, 2017, Cathedral, Superior 
June 18 - 23, 2017, St. Joseph, Hayward 
June 25- 30, 2017, St. Anthony, Park Falls 
June 25-30, 2017, St. Francis de Sales, Spooner 
July 9-14, 2017, Our Lady of Sorrows, Ladysmith 
July 9-14, 2017, St. Francis Xavier, Merrill 
July 16-21, 2017, Holy Rosary, Medford 
July 23-28, 2017, St. John the Baptist, Glenwood City 
July 23-28, 2017, Our Lady of the Lake, Ashland 
July 30 – Aug 4, 2017, St. Patrick, Hudson 
July 30 – Aug 4, 2017, St. Mary, Tomahawk 

    Contact: Chris Hurtubise, churtubise@catholicdos.org 
 

Principal Meetings 
May 17-18, Turtleback, Rice Lake 
Contact: Peggy Schoenfuss, pschoenfuss@catholicdos.org 
 

New Principal Orientation 
    August 15, 2017, Bishop Hammes Center, Haugen 
    September 14, 2017, Bishop Hammes Center, Haugen 
 

New Parish Catechetical Leader Orientation 
    August 22, 2017, Bishop Hammes Center, Haugen 
 

WDREF Retreat 
 October 29-31,2017 Marathon 
 

March for Life 
January 19, 2018, Washington DC 
Contact: Chris Hurtubise, churtubise@catholicdos.org 

Fall Regional Workshops for Catechists 
    September 11, 2017 Immaculate Conception, New Richmond 
 September 18, 2017 St. Mary, Tomahawk 
 September 25, 2017 St. Joseph, Hayward 
 September 26, 2017 Cathedral, Superior 
    Contact: Peggy Schoenfuss, pschoenfuss@catholicdos.org 
 

WCRIS Teacher Conference 
August 11, 2017, Wisconsin Dells 

 

Youth Rallies 
October 11, 2017, Immaculate Conception, New Richmond 
February 21, 2018, St. Joseph, Rice Lake 
March 21, 2018, St. Francis Xavier, Merrill  
Contact: Christopher Hurtubise, churtubise@catholicdos.org 

 

Fall Conference 
October 27, 2017 St. Joseph, Rice Lake 

 

Catechetical Sunday: Living as Missionary Disciples 
September 17, 2017  

 

NCEA Convention 
April 18-20, 2017, St. Louis MO 
Contact: Peggy Schoenfuss, pschoenfuss@catholicdos.org 

 

Parish Catechetical Leadership Mini-Conference 
Date: TBD 
Contact: Peggy Schoenfuss, pschoenfuss@catholicdos.org 

 

NCCL Convention 
May 22-25, 2017, Dallas TX 
Contact:  Peggy Schoenfuss, pschoenfuss@catholicdos.org 

 

New Teacher Retreat 
    May 23. 2017, St. Joseph, Rice Lake 
    Contact: Grace Busse, gbusse@catholicdos.org 
   Open to all needing a FED Retreat 
 

Extreme Faith Camp 
    May 7, 2017,  Extreme Team Training, Dobie 
    June 11-17, 2017, Crosswoods, Mason 

June 25-30, 2017 Crescent Lake, Rhinelander 
Contact: Christopher Hurtubise, churtubise@catholicdos.org 

 

NCYC 
 November 16-19, 2017, Indianapolis 
 

SUMMIT  
 May 24, 2017 St. Joseph, Rice Lake 
  Open to all involved in Catechesis 
  Contact: Grace Busse; gbusse@catholicdos.org 
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 Fall Regional Workshops 
 

Join Catechists and Teachers from across the Diocese in participating in a Fall Regional Workshop for an 
evening of continuing formation and fellowship. Doors will open at 6:30, with the opening prayer at 6:50; 
the evening will finish at 8:45. There will be two sessions to help and support you in your ministries and 
an opportunity for you to meet others who share in the work of catechesis. Before each of the Fall 
Regional Workshops there will be an adult training offered for Creating Safe & Sacred Places for Children 
and Youth from 5:15 – 6:15 p.m. 

 

Please RSVP if you wish to attend 10 days before the date listed for the location by 
contacting the Bishop Hammes Center. Phone: 715-234-5044 or E-mail: 

gbusse@catholicdos.org. To find out more please visit www.catholicdos.org. 

An Evening of Catechesis and Community - Four Locations 
  
September 11, 2017:  Immaculate Conception, New Richmond 
September 18, 2017: St. Mary, Tomahawk 
September 25, 2017:  St. Joseph, Hayward 
September 26, 2017: Cathedral, Superior  


