
 

                                                                             
      Mission Statement: 

The Catholic Diocese of Superior is a people of diverse ethnic and cultural traditions called in unity by the love of 
Christ to proclaim the Gospel, celebrate the sacraments, and give witness through joyful lives of prayer and service in 

Northern Wisconsin and throughout the world. 
 

 

ASH WEDNESDAY/SPECIAL DAY OF PRAYER  

MARCH 1, 2017 
  

Ash Wednesday marks the beginning of Lent and 

is also one of the prescribed Special Days of 

Prayer in the Diocese of Superior. The focus of 

this day is for the general needs of humankind. 

While the scripture readings and liturgical texts 

used for Mass must be those of Ash Wednesday, 

this theme of the needs of humankind may be 

woven into the Prayer of the Faithful and/or 

reflected in the homily. Operation Rice Bowl also 

begins.  

 

A GUIDE FOR LENT, HOLY WEEK, THE PASCHAL 

TRIDUUM AND THE EASTER SEASON  
 

Information about Lent and Holy Week, including 

the regulations for fasting and abstinence, as well 

as the Easter Triduum (especially Holy Thursday’s 

updated foot washing rubrics) and the Easter 

Season may be found on the worship pages of the 

diocesan website. Click title or contact Paul Birch: 

715-394-0233; pbirch@catholicdos.org.  

 

RITE OF ELECTION                                                           

MARCH 5, 2017 
 

The Rite of Election/Call to Continuing 

Conversion will be celebrated by Bishop Powers 

on March 5 at 3 pm at the Cathedral in Superior, 

the first Sunday of Lent.  All parishes are asked to 

register their catechumens and/or candidates who 

will take part in this celebration. An informational 

memo and registration forms have been mailed to 

all parish offices listing addresses, e-mailed to all 

Priests, Deacons and Parish Directors and are also 

available on the worship pages of the diocesan 

website.  Contact Paul Birch: 715-394-0233; 

pbirch@catholicdos.org.  

 

 

 

 

DIOCESAN YOUTH RALLY 

MARCH 8, 2017   
 

The Diocese will hold its annual Youth Rally on 

Wednesday, March 8 at St. Francis de Sales, 

Spooner. The doors open at 5:30 pm and the rally 

is from 6-9 pm. Register with your parish office. 

The cost is $15. Contact Chris Hurtubise: 715-

234-5044; churtubise@catholicdos.org.  
 

A LENTEN RETREAT: 

THE LAST SEVEN UTTERANCES 
 MARCH 11, 2017 

 

The Superior Diocesan Council of Catholic 

Women invites all women to attend a Lenten 

Retreat led by renowned Catholic Speaker 

Elizabeth Kelly on The Last Seven Utterances of 

Christ. The retreat will be held at St. Peter the 

Fisherman, Eagle River on March 11. To register, 

contact Sharon Thomas at sthomas1@tds.net or 

after 3 pm call 715-748-5824.  A $30 payment 

may be made at the event or mailed in advance 

to: Sharon Thomas, 123 S. 3
rd

 Street, Medford,  

WI 54451. CLICK TITLE.   
 

A SAMPLE LENTEN 

RECONCILIATION SERVICE 
 

Materials for parish celebrations of communal 

Penance, including both a leader’s guide and an 

assembly worship booklet are available on the  

worship pages of the diocesan website. Click title 

or contact Paul Birch: 715-394-0233; 

pbirch@catholicdos.org.  

 

RULES ON GENERAL ABSOLUTION  
 

Pastors are reminded that General Absolution or 

Form III of the Sacrament of Reconciliation is 

forbidden except for cases of grave necessity as 

defined by Canon Law and the Apostolic Letter 

Misericordia Dei. This form of the Sacrament may 

not be celebrated without explicit permission from 

Bishop James Powers.  
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NEW KOINONIA RETREAT 

MARCH 24 - 26, 2017 
 

St. Joseph’s, Hayward, will host a Koinonia retreat 

on March 24-26, 2017. This retreat 

provides adult Catholics with an 

opportunity to experience Christian 

Community centered on the Paschal 

Mystery.   Each participant is 

encouraged to take part in that 

Christian fellowship and sharing which St. Paul 

describes in his epistles with the Greek  

word - Koinonia. It also provides a depth of faith-
sharing support that allows and challenges inner  
 

renewal for each participant at his or her own 

level.  The Bishop appoints a Spiritual Director to 

ensure that proper theology and spirituality are 

reflected in the program. Contact Veronica 

Willand: 715-462-9259; bwilland@centurylink.net. 

CLICK TITLE. 

 

FEAST OF THE ANNUNCIATION                                                 

MARCH 25, 2017 
 

The Solemnity is 

to be celebrated 

as a daily Mass 

on Saturday, 

March 25, but 

should not 

replace the 

Fourth Sunday 

of Lent’s 

anticipated Mass 

that evening. 

The Rite for the 

Blessing of a 

Child in the 

Womb, would be 

appropriate any time of the year, but at this time it 

ties in with the occasion of the Virgin Mother 

conceiving the child Jesus in the womb. 

 

DEACON CONTINUING EDUCATION CLASS 
MARCH 25, 2017 

 

A Deacon Continuing Education Class will be 

held on Saturday, March 25 at the Knights of 

Columbus Hall, Rice Lake. Fr. Dennis Mullen will 

be the presenter. Information was sent out to each 
 

deacon regarding this event. Contact Deacon John 
Grek: 715-394-0235; jgrek@catholicdos.org.   
 

SAVE THE DATE: Deacon Convocation: July 7-9. 

 

 

 

CATHOLICS AT THE CAPITOL - MADISON WI 
MARCH 28, 2017 

 

One of the most effective ways to reach 

legislators, in bringing attention to issues of 

importance to Catholics, is to attend this annual 

event held at the Capitol. Join others in faith for a 

day of prayer, formation and advocacy on March 

28, 2017, at Monona Terrace Community and 

Convention Center, Madison from 8am – 4 pm.                         

CLICK TITLE.  

 

High School Leadership Weekend 

MARCH 31- APRIL 2, 2017 
 

All diocesan high schoolers are invited to attend 

Vocarè: What is your calling? at Crosswoods 

Camp, Mason. The weekend retreat begins at 8 pm 

on Friday and ends 12 pm on Sunday. The cost is 

$110. Contact Chris Hurtubise: 715-234-5044; 

churtubise@catholicdos.org.  CLICK TITLE. 
 

PRIESTS’ ASSEMBLY AND MASS OF CHRISM 

APRIL 2-4, 2017 
 

The 2017 Priests’ Assembly will be held from 

Sunday to Tuesday, April 2-4, 2017, in Superior.  

All priests are invited to gather for Evening Prayer 

at St. Francis Xavier Church, Superior, at 6 pm on 

Sunday, April 2, with hospitality following.  The 

Assembly continues on Monday and Tuesday at 

St. Francis Xavier.  The Mass 

of Chrism will be held at 

noon on Tuesday, April 4, at 

the Cathedral.  The Mass is 

followed by a luncheon in 

Kress Hall, located in the Cathedral’s lower level.  

A mailing has been sent to all priests with 

information regarding registration for the 

Assembly, reservations for the Mass of Chrism 

luncheon and other details.  Please note that the 

deadline for reservations for the Chrism Mass 

luncheon and priests’ banquet is Friday, March 24.   

 

HOLY THURSDAY FOOT WASHING PRACTICES  
 

To show the full meaning of foot washing at the 

Mass of the Lord’s Supper on Holy Thursday, last 

year Pope Francis modified the rubric at #11 in the 

Roman Missal.  It now says: “Those chosen from 

among the People of God are accompanied by the 

ministers…” For the foot washing, pastors are 

encouraged to choose people who represent the 

variety and unity of every part of the People of 

God, including men and women, the young and  
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old, healthy and sick, clerics, consecrated persons 

and laypeople. While this decision primarily 

serves to reinforce existing liturgical practices in 

our diocese, pastors are reminded to “…instruct 

adequately both the chosen faithful and others, so 

that they may participate in the rite consciously, 

actively and fruitfully." 
 

EASTER VIGIL 

April 15, 2017 

Suggested earliest start times 
 

These listed start times are always 45 minutes 

after the official time of sunset, which then allows 

for adequate darkness as required by the rubrics. 

Churches to the north and south of these locations 

would have similar start times.    
 

City                     Sunset             Earliest Start Time  
Rhinelander     7:45 pm             8:30 pm  

Merrill     7:45 pm             8:30 pm  

Park Falls     7:49 pm             8:34 pm  

Ashland     7:52 pm             8:37 pm  

Rice Lake    7:54 pm             8:39 pm  

River Falls     7:56 pm             8:41 pm 

Superior     7:57 pm             8:42 pm 
 

NCYC 2017 

REGISTRATION: APRIL 15, 2017 
 

The Diocese of Superior is now accepting parish 

group registrations for NCYC 2017. The youth 

conference will be 11/16/2017 - 11/18/2017, but 

now is the time to register.  The estimated total 

cost will be between $550 and $600. Registration 

and payments are due as follows:                                            
 

            *April 15th, 2017 - $175 per participant                                               

            *June 1st, 2017 -All paperwork and fee   

              balance due (approximately $200-250).    
 

*All deposits are non-refundable, but are transferable 

for a substitute attendee. Once registrations have been 

submitted to NFCYM (in the fall) a substitution fee of 

$40 will be charged. No further substitutions will be 

permitted after October15th. 
 

All registration and payments must come through 

the parishes. Please have all the individual 

participants’ checks made out to the parish and 

then send one individual check for the parish 

group. All checks must be made out to “Diocese 

of Superior” with ‘NCYC’ in the memo and 

mailed to the Bishop Hammes Center. Contact 

Chris Hurtubise: 715-234-5044; 

churtubise@catholicdos.org.  CLICK TITLE. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ONGOING FORMATION FOR DIOCESAN 

CERTIFIED LAY LEADERS OF PRAYER 

TWO DAYS (APRIL 28 & 29, 2017) 
  

This opportunity fulfills one of the two annual 

requirements for formation for lay leaders of 

prayer.  The presenter is Fr. Larry Gillick, S.J. 

from Creighton University in Omaha.  Morning 

topics include, “Praying Images of God,” and 

“How Does God ‘God?’”  Two afternoon prayer 

sessions about sacramentality are entitled, “The 

Church—Who it Is and How it Does.”  Sessions 

begin with registration at 8:30 am, include lunch, 

and conclude at 2:30 pm.  Locations are Cameron 

(4/28) and Rhinelander (4/29).  Registration flyers 

are posted on the worship pages of the diocesan 

website. Contact Paul Birch: 715-394-0233; 

pbirch@catholicdos.org. CLICK TITLE. 

 

PARISH BULLETIN ANNOUNCEMENT 
 

Pastors, parish life coordinators and parish 

directors are reminded that the following notice 

should be published quarterly in parish bulletins.  

If there are questions, please contact Dan Blank, 

Director of Administrative Services: 715-394-

0211, dblank@catholicdos.org. 
 

The Catholic Church is working diligently to 

prevent sexual abuse by parish employees, 

volunteers, deacons, and priests. If you have been 

sexually abused by someone associated with the 

Church and would like to report or discuss the 

experience, we urge you to contact: 
 

Kathy Drinkwine 715-718-1110 
 
 

The Diocese of Superior welcomes your call and 

understands how difficult it may be to reach out in 

this situation.  The phone number provided is 

confidential and dedicated solely to these calls.  

Know that your call will be treated with respect, 

dignity, and compassion.  The Diocese of Superior 

is bound by civil and canon law to report sexual 

abuse of a minor to civil authorities. Anyone who 

believes that they have been sexually abused is 

strongly encouraged to report as well. 

 

 

 

CHANCERY HOLY WEEK 

SCHEDULE  
 

April 10-12: Open 8-5 pm 

April 13: Open 8-11:30 am  

April 14 -17:  Closed 
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FACULTY TO CONFIRM 
 

The question of who possesses faculties to confirm 

can be confusing (Canon 883). By the law itself, a 

priest may lawfully confirm in virtue of office or 

mandate when:  
 

 He baptizes an adult. 

 He receives a previously baptized non-

Catholic into full communion.  

 He readmits into full communion a 

previously baptized Catholic who 

apostatized from the faith. 

 He readmits into full communion a 

previously baptized Catholic who through 

no personal fault was instructed in or 

adhered to a non-Catholic religion.  

 A baptized Catholic in danger of death.  
 

A priest must, however, request the faculty to 

confirm a baptized Catholic if this person:  
 

 Was baptized before the use of reason and 

un-catechized. 

 Never belonged to another church. 

 Never apostatized from the faith. 

 Never left the church. 
 

In the situations directly above, the priest must 

request in writing, the faculty to confirm from 

Bishop James P. Powers to facilitate the above 

process.  CLICK TITLE. 
 

INFLUENZA & THE LITURGY 
  

Information regarding reducing transmission of 

the influenza virus and the temporary modification 

of liturgical practices in the presence of influenza 

continues to be posted on the worship pages of the 

diocesan website. These suggestions involve using 

county health department personnel as a primary 

resource in order to make informed decisions in 

this regard. Click title or contact Paul Birch: 715-

394-0233; pbirch@catholicdos.org.  

 

26
TH

 ANNUAL GOLF OUTING 

JULY 24, 2017 
 

Catholic United Financial is sponsoring the annual 

clergy golf and non- golf outing on Monday, July 

24, 2017 at Turtleback Golf Course in Rice Lake. 

Invitations will be sent in a direct mailing from 

Catholic United Financial in mid-June. 

 

NOVENA OF OUR LADY OF FATIMA CARD 

2017 marks the 100 year anniversary of the Fatima 

Apparitions. CLICK HERE.  

 

IMPACT NEWSLETTER 
 

Faith Impacts Life! The Department of 

Stewardship and Development is providing 

parishes with a monthly resource to form people 

as disciples and good stewards who share their 

gifts and faith, making an impact in their lives and 

the life of the Catholic faithful of northern 

Wisconsin. CLICK TITLE. 

 

CATHOLIC MUTUAL INSURANCE CONNECTION  
 

A good reminder for this dry time of year is 

Catholic Mutual Group’s monthly articles on 

practicing candle safety, smoke alarm checks and 

carbon monoxide detectors. Contact Paul 

Altmann, Risk Management: 715-394-0222; 

paltmann@catholicmutual.org. CLICK TITLE. 

 

PRIEST BIRTHDAYS IN MARCH 
 

   1 FR. JOSEPH KELCHAK  

   9   FR. AARON DEVETT 

 23  FR. JIM BRINKMAN 

 27  FR. JIM BARTELME 

 31  FR. BALARAJU POLICETTY 
 

PRIESTHOOD ORDINATION ANNIVERSARIES 
 

   4 FR. JERRY HARRIS 

 10  FR. LOUIS REDDY MARAM REDDY 

 16   FR. MIKE HAYDEN 

 22 FR. BALA REDDY ALLAM 

 

DEACON BIRTHDAYS IN MARCH 
 

   2  DEACON JAMES FREDERICK 

   3  DEACON WES TUTTLE 

13 DEACON JAMES STROEDE 

15  DEACON TIM BYRNES 

15  DEACON PAT DERRINGTON 

17  DEACON BOB CHAMMINGS  

17  DEACON DARRELL SMERZ 

18 DEACON MIKE GERMAIN  

18  DEACON MARK PRINISKI 

27  DEACON BILL MILLER 

29  DEACON LAWRENCE HENNEMANN  

29  DEACON RON BOSI 
 

DIACONATE ORDINATION ANNIVERSARIES 
 

 9 DEACON JEROME DRAHOS 

 

 

 

 

WISCONSIN DEATHS 

Diocese of Superior, Sister Bonnie Alho, OSM, age 74, 

died January 28, 2017.   Sister Mary Anthony Menting, 

SCSC, age 85, died February 9, 2017.                                      
Eternal rest grant onto them O Lord, and may perpetual light shine upon them. 
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From the Bishop’s Office 

 The National Catholic Bioethics Center 

Ethics and Medics – March 2017 

 United States Conference of Catholic Bishops 

Word of Life – MarchApril 2017 

 Invitation to the Mass of Chrism 

 Presbyteral Meeting Minutes February 21, 2017  

 Catholics at the Capitol Flyer and Registration 

       

From the Office of the Chancellor 

 Monthly Calendar of Events – MarchApril 2017 

 Wisconsin Pastoral Handbook Changes – March 2017 

 Clergy Prayer Calendars MarchApril 2017 

 Faculty To Confirm Form 

     

From the Office of Catholic Mutual  

 Catholic Mutual Connection – Candle Safety 

 

From the Office of Stewardship and Development 

 Impact Newsletter 

 

From the Office of Youth Ministries 

 NCYC Parish Flyer & Registration Form 

 High School Leadership Flyer 

 

Miscellaneous 

 Koinonia Retreat Flyer and Registration 

  SDCCW Lenten Retreat Flyer and Agenda 

  Our Lady of Fatima Novena Prayer Card 

    



DefenDing the Dignity of the human Person in health Care anD the life sCienCes sinCe 1972

Over the past decade, there has been an increased 
recognition and respect for patient autonomy. This 
has resulted in greater emphasis in hospitals on 

obtaining proper informed consent from patients as well as 
an increased focus on patient’s rights. But we have reached 
the limits of autonomy when a patient or surrogate demands  
that a specific operation or procedure be done even though 
the physician is opposed to it on medical grounds and has 
made clear to them the futility of the procedure. 

What is futile care? It is not as easy to define as one 
may think. Many factors come into play. They include 
an individual’s concept of benefit, personal values and 
religious beliefs, family dynamics, and the personalities of 
individuals chosen as surrogates. Emotional issues, such as 
guilt, grief, and personal agendas, also play a part. Cultural 
and geographical perspectives can also have an effect. As 
a result, tensions between physicians and families often 
surface because of different perspectives on futile care.1

Medical professionals have not reached a consensus on 
the definition of medical futility. According to American 
Medical Association (AMA) guidelines, such treatments 
have “no reasonable chance of benefiting [the] patient.”2 
The Society for Critical Care Medicine indicates that physi-
cians must be certain that a medical intervention offers “no 
physiological benefit to the patient” before concluding that 
it is medically futile.3 These definitions seem clear in theory, 
but may not be in practice. 

Robert Veatch writes that, without a clear definition, 
“The real problem is not with care that clinicians believe 
has literally no effect. The real problem is with care that has 
an effect, but that clinicians believe has no benefit. This is 
not based on medical science. It is grounded in beliefs and 
values about which people inevitably disagree.”4 The AMA 
Code reminds physicians that “at the moment in the course 
of an illness when treatments directed at the cure of cancer 
are no longer likely to benefit the patient . . . it is essential to 
modify the management goals and offer care . . . that is sen-
sitive to a the patient’s spiritual and psychological need.”5 
This highlights the importance of constantly reassessing the 
patient’s goals of care. 

Over ten years ago, my older brother was diagnosed 
with aggressive stomach cancer. He underwent extensive 
chemotherapy treatments with severe side effects. After six 
months, his oncologist told him, “Pat, I want to use a differ-
ent chemo for the upcoming time period, so call my office 
and make an appointment to see me in two months.” My 
brother turned to him and said, “Doctor, who are you trying 
to kid? You just want to distance yourself from me while hav-
ing me continue a treatment that is not helping me at all. I 
will be dead in two weeks!” He did die two weeks later. The 
chemotherapy treatments were futile. My brother should 
have been introduced to palliative care months earlier.

Physician–Patient Dialogue

In an ideal world, your family physician would educate 
you on the meaning of medical terms, such as CPR, do not 

resuscitate, do not intubate, and futile medical procedures, 
in addition to introducing you to the field of palliative 
care and end-of-life comfort care. If physicians did this 
and developed active listening skills, both physicians and 
patients would be in a better position to help each other. 
Then one might hear a conversation like this: 

“Paul, do you remember our conversations on the dif-
ferent stages of diseases and their prognoses? Well, we have 
reached the point in the progression of your disease where 
we need to transition from focusing on treating your disease 
to keeping you comfortable and providing palliative care 
for pain management. Now, as we have discussed before, 
the medical team will continue to provide normal medical 
treatment to you, but we will no longer have the goal of 
treating the disease with aggressive measures.”

When this type of open communication occurs over a 
period of time, the patient can understand and accept the 
plan of care that his physician is proposing. The plan is not 
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a surprise, takes into account all the conversations the two 
of them have had regarding options and decisions, and 
honors the patient’s wishes.

The Problem with Autonomy

In the early years of medicine, the physician was placed 
on a pedestal. His decisions regarding a patient’s health 

were not challenged. The patient and his family automati-
cally accepted the physician’s decisions. During the 1990s, 
tension between physicians and patients grew as patients 
demanded more rights in decisions regarding health care, 
especially end-of-life options. Patients’ rights to autonomous 
self-determination became the norm, and the authority to 
make medical decisions shifted from the physician to the 
patient or his surrogate. 

As this new power of the patient and surrogate grew, 
more and more situations arose in which they demanded 
procedures or operations which from the factual medical 
perspective of the physician were futile care that offered 
little or no benefit to the patient. This phenomenon is often 
exemplified when a surrogate demands that the health care 
team "do everything possible."

The following three cases are composites. They join 
together common elements that are regularly found in 
situations in which a surrogate demands that physicians 
undertake measures that would be considered futile care 
by any common medical standard.

The Case of the Out-of-State Daughter

The first case concerns an eighty-six-year-old woman with 
metastatic stage-four cancer of the lung. The patient 

has chronic obstructive pulmonary disease, is undergoing 
dialysis, and has a history of chronic heart failure. She also 
has sepsis. Laboratory results indicate that her lactic acid 
and white blood count levels are elevated and not improv-
ing. Her blood pressure is low; her temperature remains 
elevated at 101 to 102 degrees F, and her kidney function 
is poor.

The patient’s surrogate, her only daughter, who lives out 
of state, has just arrived in town. When she arrives at the 
bedside, the patient suffers cardiac arrest. Her chart indicates 
her current status is full code, which means the hospital staff 
will intervene if her heart stops beating. The physician and 
staff are reluctant. The daughter, in an emotional state, says 
with conviction to the medical team, “Do everything.” While 
the team administers cardiopulmonary resuscitation (CPR), 
the patient begins to stabilize, only to go into code again. 

The doctor asks the attending nurse to invite the daugh-
ter to come in and stand next to the mother and observe 
while they try to revive her. The patient is stabilized after 
a third code. The physician then asks to speak with the 
daughter and the hospital chaplain in the family lounge. The 
physician begins by saying, “We have been treating your 
mother here in our hospital for over a year, and we know 
her condition well. She has just been put through a horrific 

event.” He goes through each comorbidity that her mother 
has and calmly and professionally describes her current test 
results, which indicate multi-system organ failure. 

Next, the chaplain asks, “Has your mother ever had 
a conversation with you about her wishes and what she 
would want if she were ever in a situation where the physi-
cian has done everything to try to cure her but now needs 
to transition her to comfort care? What do you think she 
would say at this time?”

The patient will not benefit from remaining in full code 
status. The daughter begins to cry and breaks down. She 
says, “My mother is a fighter; she has always been a fighter. 
I don’t want to give up on her, because she would never 
give up on me!” 

The doctor replies, “I would agree with you that your 
mom is a fighter, but there comes a time when things are 
beyond our control. I can appreciate that you love your 
mother very much. As her doctor I have used all of my 
training and experience to treat her, but to continue with 
aggressive medical measures at this time would not be of 
any benefit to her. As the chaplain would say, there comes 
a time when it is okay to allow natural death due to the 
spreading of the underlying disease. I am not giving up on 
her. I am going to be here to assist her in the transition to 
comfort care.”

The daughter replies to the doctor, “I hear what you are 
saying, but I still want her to be full code and everything 
done!” 

The patient or surrogate is not, in fact, the proper indi-
vidual to make the determination of medical futility. The 
physician is. The physician’s knowledge and medical train-
ing should determine whether the operation or procedure 
is medically futile. At the same time, a surrogate should be 
involved in the decision-making process and ensure that 
the patient’s values and wishes are respected.

The Case of the Son without Money

The second case concerns a seventy-two-year-old man in 
intensive care. He is on a ventilator, is unable to swal-

low, and receives nourishment through a Peg Tube in his 
stomach. Additionally, he suffers from progressive liver 
and kidney failure and has prostate cancer. The surrogate, 
his son, adamantly demands that the medical team “do 
everything.”

Once he understands his father’s declining condition, 
the surrogate begins sobbing and finally shares that in his 
heart he knows his father is dying, but he does not have the 
money for a funeral and needs to draw this out until he can 
find enough cash to properly lay his father to rest. Once this 
is shared with the social worker and chaplain, they tell the 
surrogate that they will help him find the means to provide 
these services so that the father will die with dignity and not 
be subject to futile medical procedures. This case exempli-
fies how external factors not related to the patient’s medical 
condition can affect the judgment of the surrogate.
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to the patient and is futile from a doctor’s professional point 
of view and under the standards of medical care.

It is equally important for the family to have the oppor-
tunity to ask questions and share information regarding the 
wishes and values of the patient. At this time a health care 
proxy, if designated, can also ask for clarifications about the 
proxy’s rights and obligations. This is also a very important 
opportunity for the social worker and chaplain to learn the 
true reasons why the surrogate and family feel so strongly 
that the hospital must “do everything.” 

Communication is critical for all supporting staff, espe-
cially for the physician, who must use active listening skills, 
an appropriate tone of voice, and empathy when delivering 
medical information. As part of the intra-disciplinary team, 
the social worker and chaplain are also vital facilitators. 
They should take a neutral stance in the discussions and 
work to achieve a plan of care that takes into account the 
patient’s wishes and values. Medical staff, as well as patients 
and surrogates, must be educated on quality-focused care, 
especially in end-of-life situations.

A Changing World of Health Care

Traditionally, health care has been reimbursed on the 
basis of the actual services charged to the patient dur-

ing a hospital stay. Today, however, with major health care 
reform, hospitals are compensated according to diagnosis. 
This change establishes a new paradigm for medically futile 
care. Physicians understand that they are accountable for 
controlling costs and avoiding needless operations and 
procedures. 

The previous approach rewarded physicians for pursu-
ing aggressive procedures. When a surrogate insisted that 
everything be done or demanded an operation that would 
constitute futile treatment, the physician could simply 
decline to act. Now there is an increased focus on profes-
sionally explaining the medical reasons for not doing such 
procedures to appease the surrogate. The principles of the 
common good and distributive justice must be taken into 
account when considering the cost of operations and pro-
cedures, especially in the realm of futile care.

Patient autonomy is not absolute. It has to be balanced 
with the physician’s adherence to medical standards of 
care and respect for the dignity and innate worth of the 
individual. The patient’s wishes and values, as well as his 
religious and cultural background, need to be considered 
during the decision-making process, but there is no moral 
obligation to provide futile treatment.

How to Avoid Futile Care

Hidden agendas often drive the demands for futile 
medical care. Both the patient or surrogate and the 

physician have a responsibility to avoid treatment deci-
sions that are no longer realistic. This is much easier said 
than done! How can we avoid this predicament and find 

The Case of the Caregiver Surrogate

In this third case, an eighty-one-year-old woman has 
been fighting cancer for over twelve months, which is 

now metastasizing quickly, and her organs are shutting 
down. Yet the surrogate demands that additional tests 
be conducted and a procedure be performed. An ethics 
consultation is opened, and the surrogate admits that this 
health crisis is overwhelming her emotionally to the point 
that she cannot process anything that she is told. The real 
reason she is asking for these tests is to provide time for the 
patient’s two brothers who live overseas to fly here and say 
goodbye before she dies. 

During this discussion, the chaplain also learns that 
the surrogate has been the primary caregiver for the past 
twelve months and is undergoing anticipatory grief.6 
“Those experiencing anticipatory grief may use denial 
as a method of coping, which can significantly influence 
their ability to make decisions in the best interests of the 
patient.”7 The medical team suggests that the surrogate 
allow them to transition the patient to comfort care in  
the hope that her brothers will arrive before natural death. 
The surrogate agrees.

Practical Considerations

In this last case, an ethics consultation led to the ces-
sation of futile treatment. Once a request for an ethics 

consultation is made, a member of the ethics consultation  
subcommittee is typically assigned to the case. Depending 
on the model used in the institution, that subcommittee 
member most often will go to the department where the 
patient is located and begin to review the patient’s medical 
chart, paying particular attention to initial admission diag-
nosis, test results, procedures and operations performed, 
the specialist involved in the case, and the progress notes 
entered into the system from admission to the present. 

In addition to this fact gathering, the ethics consultant 
will interview the nurses who have been caring for the 
patient, the attending physician, and the patient or the sur-
rogate if the patient is unable to communicate. Particular 
attention will be given to personal patient wishes, such as 
code status (full code, do not resuscitate, do not intubate, 
etc.), any advance directives or health care proxy, and 
religious and cultural values. Once this foundation has 
been established, it is very important and informative to 
schedule a meeting with the patient or surrogate and the 
other family members. Typically the medical team, includ-
ing the physician, nurse, social worker, and chaplain, will 
participate.

The core reason for requesting the meeting is so the 
attending physician can walk the family through the care  
the patient has already received. He will also explain 
medical terms, the current prognosis, and the proposed 
plan of care appropriate at this moment. Specifically, the 
attending physician will explain in detail why the treatment 
demanded by the surrogate is no longer of medical benefit 
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an amicable solution that recognizes that the patient’s best 
interest is paramount?

In two words, from my professional experience in health 
care as a board-certified chaplain and a director of pastoral 
care, I would say, education and communication. You, as 
the patient, should understand the importance of having 
a designated health care proxy, a person with whom you 
have conversed and who is comfortable advancing your 
wishes and values if you are unable to make decisions 
on your own in a medical emergency. You must trust this 
individual to honor your wishes, especially your religious 
values. Health care proxies cannot substitute their personal 
values when making medical decisions on your behalf. If 
you have questions or doubts about what your faith teaches 
regarding end-of-life medical decisions, make an appoint-
ment to meet with your clergy. Have a discussion before 
you are presented with a medical crisis. Have similar con-
versations with your primary care physician and, of course, 
with your family.

If at any point in your hospital stay you do not under-
stand or feel comfortable with your current prognosis and 
plan of care, ask your physician to spend time explaining 
them to you. Challenge specialists consulting on your case 
if you feel you are getting contradictory assessments of your 
current condition. Utilize all the resources at your disposal, 
including the social worker and the chaplain so that they 
can understand what you expect from your plan of care. 
Discuss the reasonableness of these goals with them. Being 
in a hospital in critical condition is very challenging for the 
patient and the family. Be open to supportive resources so 
that you do not get overwhelmed with possible health care 
options, current procedures, or an upcoming operation.

Try to remain confident that the medical team has your 
best interests at heart. While having a family meeting with 
the medical team, try to listen to the plan of care being 
proposed and, relative to informed consent, get a clear 

understanding of the risks, burdens, and expected outcomes 
of each option. In the final analysis, patient autonomy is 
very important, but it needs to be balanced fairly with the 
physician’s professional input and the patient’s best interest.
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Do you have the NCBC  
Catholic Guide to End-of-Life Decisions?  

Does your physician?

Written in a clear narrative style, the guide explains the 
Church’s teaching on end-of-life care, including advance 
directives and physician-assisted suicide. It also provides two 
easy-to-complete forms—a health care proxy and advance 
medical directive—to help with individual planning. It con-
cludes with a glossary to help readers and their advisors 
understand terms associated with end-of-life issues. 

To order individual or bulk copies, please call The National 
Catholic Bioethics Center at 215-877-2660 or e-mail info@
ncbcenter.org.
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SPECIAL EDITION! 

PLEASE NOTE: 

*March 20, 2017: Solemnity of Saint Joseph, spouse of the Blessed Virgin Mary 

The 2016-2017 Respect Life Program resource guide includes a novena to St. Joseph focused on the 

issue of adoption. You’re welcome to use it any time of year, but in case you’d like to use it leading up 

to the *Solemnity of St. Joseph on March 20, we’ve highlighted some resources you may find helpful. 

 
*Because March 19 falls on a Sunday this year, the Solemnity of Saint Joseph, spouse of the Blessed Virgin 

Mary will be observed Monday, March 20. 

 

 

 

Novena to St. Joseph: For Those on the Path of Adoption 

This novena can be reproduced for free without alteration from the resource guide or from 

the downloadable version online. The intentions vary each day to include a variety of people 

touched by adoption. Each day includes a different Scripture passage, as well as prayers and 

petitions. 

 

 

 

Adoption-Related Articles  

Accompanying Expectant Mothers Considering Adoption and An Adoption Love Story can 

be purchased as brochures or accessed online. (See the right sidebar of each respective 

webpage for ordering information and free, downloadable formats.) 

 

 

Simple Supplements: Accompanying Expectant Mothers Considering Adoption 

Each brochure in the 2016-2017 Respect Life Program has a corresponding section in the 

resource guide called “Simple Supplements.” A couple pages each, these sections include 

related information to assist individuals, clergy, teachers, etc. in learning more and/or 

incorporating the merciful message of life into their regular programming. 

 

 

This and That 

A brief prayer guide, additional intercessions, and downloadable images with 

accompanying, social media-length captions can all be found online. 

 

 

http://www.usccb.org/respectlife
http://store.usccb.org/2016-2017-Respect-Life-Program-Resource-Guide-p/c1602.htm
http://store.usccb.org/2016-2017-Respect-Life-Program-Resource-Guide-p/c1602.htm
http://www.usccb.org/about/pro-life-activities/respect-life-program/2016/upload/16-rlp-novena-to-st-joseph-secured.pdf
http://www.usccb.org/about/pro-life-activities/respect-life-program/2016/accompanying-expectant-mothers-considering-adoption.cfm
http://www.usccb.org/about/pro-life-activities/respect-life-program/2014/an-adoption-love-story.cfm
https://goo.gl/EqCRV4
http://www.usccb.org/about/pro-life-activities/respect-life-program/2016/respect-life-program-2016-articles.cfm
http://www.usccb.org/about/pro-life-activities/respect-life-program/2016/upload/16-rlp-simple-supplements-quick-and-easy-reference-secured.pdf
http://www.usccb.org/about/pro-life-activities/adoption-prayer-and-education.cfm
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Intercessions for Life 
 

 

March 5th        First Sunday of Lent 

 

For purity of heart: 

May God grant us the grace 

to love unselfishly  

and treat each person with respect; 

We pray to the Lord: 

 

 

March 12th        Second Sunday of Lent 

 

For couples longing for a child: 

May God comfort them 

with the assurance of his steadfast love; 

We pray to the Lord: 

      

 

March 19th  Third Sunday of Lent      

 

For those suffering after abortion: 

may they find healing and peace 

through God’s limitless mercy; 

We pray to the Lord: 

      

 

March 26th   Fourth Sunday of Lent 

  

For all Christians: 

Through the eyes of faith,  

may we see and treat each other 

as masterpieces of God’s creation;  

We pray to the Lord: 

  

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.usccb.org/respectlife
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WORD OF LIFE – MARCH 2017  

Bulletin Briefs 
Recommended dates are provided, but you are welcome to use these quotes at any time. The QR codes 

to the right of each quote can be used in bulletins, newsletters, etc. When scanned with a smartphone, 

the QR codes will direct to the webpage where the referenced resource is located. 

 

March 5th   

“It is important to remember that no matter what you have done, you retain your 

dignity as a son or daughter of God, loved by the Father. What sin has 

disintegrated, grace can reunite and make whole.” 

 
“Wash Me Thoroughly”: Healing from Pornography Use and Addiction  

Daniel Spadaro / USCCB Committee on Laity, Marriage, Family Life and Youth  

ORDER: “Wash Me Thoroughly” / “Create in Me a Clean Heart” Series 
DOWNLOAD: English / Spanish 

March 12th        

“To couples who cannot have children of their own, you are no less loved by God; 

your love for each other is complete and fruitful when it is open to others.” 

Pope Saint John Paul II, February 13, 1982 Homily. © 1982 Libreria Editrice 

Vaticana. Used with permission. www.goo.gl/jLDs4e 

March 19th  

“Life is a gift from God and so is his mercy. May we cherish and promote both!”  

Bridges of Mercy for Post-Abortion Healing  
USCCB Secretariat of Pro-Life Activities, 2016-2017 Respect Life Program 

 

ORDER: English / Spanish 
DOWNLOAD: English / Spanish 

March 26th        

“When God created each of us, He did so with precision and purpose, and He 

looks on each of us with love that cannot be outdone in intensity or tenderness.” 

USCCB Secretariat of Pro-Life Activities 

Respect Life Program Flyer: Masterpieces of God’s Creation  

ORDER: Call toll-free 866-582-0943 and request Item No. #1406 (English/Spanish on 

reverse sides.) 

DOWNLOAD: English / Spanish 

 

http://www.usccb.org/respectlife
http://store.usccb.org/Wash-Me-Thoroughly-p/7-551.htm
http://store.usccb.org/Create-In-Me-A-Clean-Heart-Series-s/2199.htm
https://goo.gl/H2aE35
http://www.usccb.org/issues-and-action/human-life-and-dignity/pornography/lavame-bien-curandome-del-uso-y-adiccion-a-la-pornografia.cfm
http://www.goo.gl/jLDs4e
http://www.usccb.org/about/pro-life-activities/respect-life-program/index.cfm
http://store.usccb.org/Bridges-of-Mercy-for-Post-Abortion-Healing-p/c1641.htm
http://store.usccb.org/Bridges-of-Mercy-for-Post-Abortion-Healing-spanish-p/c1651.htm
http://www.usccb.org/about/pro-life-activities/respect-life-program/2016/bridges-of-mercy-for-post-abortion-healing.cfm
http://www.usccb.org/about/pro-life-activities/respect-life-program/2016/vias-de-misericordia-para-la-sanacion-posaborto.cfm
https://goo.gl/3MLsZv
https://goo.gl/xYANE3
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Bulletin Art 
Recommended dates are provided, but you are welcome to use these images at any time. However, 

please do not alter the images in any way, other than the size. Thank you! 

Sunday, March 12, 2017 

 Image: www.goo.gl/4vVgNH  

 Bulletin Insert: www.goo.gl/Mmw4j4 (Additional formats: www.goo.gl/qUXiGg)      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday, March 19, 2017  

 Image: www.goo.gl/28mjx6   

 Bulletin Insert: www.goo.gl/dpXq7c (Additional formats: www.goo.gl/MpC7RG)  

 
 

http://www.usccb.org/respectlife
http://www.goo.gl/4vVgNH
http://www.goo.gl/Mmw4j4
http://www.goo.gl/qUXiGg
http://www.goo.gl/28mjx6
http://www.goo.gl/dpXq7c
http://www.goo.gl/MpC7RG
https://goo.gl/28mjx6
https://goo.gl/4vVgNH
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Don’t miss the bulletin art on page three! 

 

Intercessions for Life 
 

April 2nd        Fifth Sunday of Lent 
For those nearing the end of life: 

May the grace of God shine through the care  

of medical professionals, family, and friends; 

We pray to the Lord: 

April 9th         Palm Sunday of the Passion of the Lord 
For those who help women  

facing unexpected pregnancies: 

May God’s grace enable them  

to bring hope & help to the women they serve;  

We pray to the Lord:      

April 13th           Holy Thursday 
For Catholics worldwide: 

May our love for the most vulnerable  

be strengthened by the grace of the Eucharist;  

We pray to the Lord: 

April 16th   Easter Sunday 
For those who struggle to find meaning in life: 

Through the grace of the Resurrection,  

may Christ fill them with hope  

and the assurance their lives are worth living; 

We pray to the Lord: 

April 23rd    Sunday of Divine Mercy 
For men and women afraid to confess  

their participation in abortion: 

May the assurance of God’s everlasting love  

give them courage to seek forgiveness; 

We pray to the Lord:    

April 30rd    Third Sunday of Easter 
For the Church: 

May the living and enduring Word of God 

unite the faithful in heartfelt care for all human life. 

We pray to the Lord: 

 

 

 

http://www.usccb.org/respectlife
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Bulletin Briefs 
 

Recommended dates are provided, but you are welcome to use these quotes at any time. The QR codes 

to the right of each quote can be used in bulletins, newsletters, etc. When scanned with a smartphone, 

the QR codes will direct to the webpage where the referenced resource is located. 

 

April 2nd   

“An old Irish proverb says, ‘It is in the shelter of each other that the people live.’ 

Indeed, we are created to depend upon one another and walk together in suffering.” 

Visit www.goo.gl/fvSEYp for 10 ways to care for loved ones approaching life’s end. 

Caring for Loved Ones at Life’s End  
USCCB Secretariat of Pro-Life Activities, 2016-17 Respect Life Program 

April 9th        

“An unexpected pregnancy can be a difficult and frightening time, and it’s 

important that your friend knows you are thinking of her and supporting her.” Find 

out more in 10 Ways to Support Her When She’s Unexpectedly Expecting: 

www.goo.gl/MkBfb9.  
 

10 Ways to Support Her When She’s Unexpectedly Expecting  
USCCB Secretariat of Pro-Life Activities, 2015–16 Respect Life Program 

April 16th   

“Even among terminally ill patients, a request to die is nearly always a cry for help 

… [and] is often associated with a potentially treatable mental disorder such as 

depression or anxiety.” 

 
Every Suicide is Tragic 
USCCB Secretariat of Pro-Life Activities, 2016–17 Respect Life Program 

April 23rd   

“Be assured that it is never too late to seek God's forgiveness in the Sacrament of 

Reconciliation and that ‘you can with sure hope entrust your child’ to the Father 

and his mercy (EV 99).”  

 
Bridges of Mercy for Post-Abortion Healing  
USCCB Secretariat of Pro-Life Activities, 2016–17 Respect Life Program 

April 30th   

“If we are filled with the love of God, a culture of encounter and solidarity  

will begin to bloom.” 

 
Serene Attentiveness to God’s Creation 
USCCB Secretariat of Pro-Life Activities, 2016–17 Respect Life Program 

 

ORDER: English /Spanish 

BULLETIN INSERT: English /Spanish 

ORDER: English / Spanish 

BULLETIN INSERT: English / Spanish 

ORDER: English / Spanish 

BULLETIN INSERT: English / Spanish 

ORDER: English / Spanish 

BULLETIN INSERT: English / Spanish 

ORDER: English / Spanish 

BULLETIN INSERT: English / Spanish 

http://www.usccb.org/respectlife
http://www.goo.gl/fvSEYp
http://www.usccb.org/about/pro-life-activities/respect-life-program/2016/caring-for-loved-ones-at-lifes-end.cfm
http://www.goo.gl/MkBfb9
http://www.usccb.org/about/pro-life-activities/respect-life-program/2015/10-ways-to-support-her-when-shes-unexpectedly-expecting.cfm
http://www.usccb.org/about/pro-life-activities/respect-life-program/2016/every-suicide-is-tragic.cfm
http://www.usccb.org/about/pro-life-activities/respect-life-program/2016/bridges-of-mercy-for-post-abortion-healing.cfm
http://www.usccb.org/about/pro-life-activities/respect-life-program/2016/serene-attentiveness-to-gods-creation.cfm
http://store.usccb.org/Caring-for-Loved-Ones-at-Life-s-End-p/c1642.htm
http://store.usccb.org/Caring-for-Loved-Ones-at-Life-s-End-spanish-p/c1652.htm
http://goo.gl/dmPmyD
http://goo.gl/Uc8Rzw
http://store.usccb.org/10-Ways-to-Support-Her-When-She-s-Unexpectedly-Exp-p/c1541.htm
http://store.usccb.org/10-maneras-de-apoyarla-cuando-esta-esperando-sin-h-p/c1551.htm
https://goo.gl/9tBQVx
https://goo.gl/9Pv37W
http://store.usccb.org/Every-Suicide-Is-Tragic-p/c1643.htm
http://store.usccb.org/Every-Suicide-Is-Tragic-spanish-p/c1653.htm
http://goo.gl/9WwnzV
http://goo.gl/Enyy5u
http://store.usccb.org/Bridges-of-Mercy-for-Post-Abortion-Healing-p/c1641.htm
http://store.usccb.org/Bridges-of-Mercy-for-Post-Abortion-Healing-spanish-p/c1651.htm
http://goo.gl/dpXq7c
http://goo.gl/wUnFiA
http://store.usccb.org/Serene-Attentiveness-to-God-s-Creation-p/c1645.htm
http://store.usccb.org/Serene-Attentiveness-to-God-s-Creation-spanish-p/c1655.htm
http://goo.gl/y6uP3U
http://goo.gl/gzGAuM
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Sunday, April 23, 2017  

 Download Image: English / Spanish  
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Sunday, April 30, 2017 
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PRESBYTERAL COUNCIL MEETING 

MINUTES 

St. Joseph Church – Hayward, WI 

February 21, 2017 

 

I. PRELIMINARIES 

 

A. WELCOME 

A warm welcome was offered by Bishop James Powers. 

 

B. OPENING PRAYER  

Chairman Father Gerald Harris led those in attendance in an opening prayer.     

 

C. CALL TO ORDER AND ROLL CALL 

Bishop James Powers called the meeting to order at 11:00 a.m.  Roll call was  

taken by Father Tobolski, Secretary. 

 

In attendance were Bishop James Powers, Reverend Edwin Anderson, Very 

Reverend Kevin Gordon, Reverend Gerald Harris, Reverend Gregory Hopefl, 

Very Reverend Chris Kemp, Reverend Frank Kordek, OFM, Reverend Andrew 

Ricci, Reverend Ronald Serrao, Reverend Thomas Thompson and Very 

Reverend James Tobolski. 

 

Absent and excused were Very Reverend Paul Paré, OFM and Reverend  

Michael Tupa. 

 

Deans present:  Very Reverend John Gerritts and Very Reverend Philip Juza. 

 

Staff members present included Daniel Blank, Debra Lieberg, Richard Lyons, 

Christine Newkirk, Steve Tarnowski and Patricia Wildenberg. 

 

Others present:  Reverend John Drummy and Colleen TuuraWicklund. 

 

II. APPROVAL OF NOVEMBER 22, 2016 MEETING MINUTES 

 

Motion:  Fr. Ricci moved and Fr. Serrao seconded the minutes approved as written.  

Motion carried unanimously. 

 

III. CHECK-IN AND DIALOGUE WITH BISHOP POWERS 

        

Bishop Powers introduced Mr. Daniel Blank, the new director of Administrative 

Services.  Mr. Blank shared with the council a few words of introduction regarding 

his background.   

 

Fr. Gordon reported that Fr. Bob Koszarek had successful hip surgery.  Fr. Gordon 

also gave a health update regarding Monsignor Heslin at the Lighthouse facility in 

Superior.  Fr. Ricci noted that Fr. Lee Flaherty recently had a successful foot surgery. 

 Bishop Powers gave an update on the health of Fr. Ron Levra, noting that he is not 

independent at this time.   

 

 



 

IV.  AGENDA REVIEW AND APPROVAL 

  

Bishop Powers requested that one item be added to the agenda under New Business:  

St. Anthony Catholic School in Park Falls. 
 

Motion:  Father Thompson moved and Father Ricci seconded the revised agenda. 

Motion carried unanimously. 

               

V. CORRESPONDENCE AND INFORMATION ITEMS 

 

There was no correspondence to be presented or discussed at this meeting. 

 

VI. VOCATIONS UPDATE 
 

Father Thompson reported that deacon Sam Schneider will be ordained a priest at the 

Cathedral on June 4, 2017.  He also indicated that there are three or four individuals 

applying for seminary at this time.   

 

VII. UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

 

A.  NATIONAL FEDERATION OF PRIESTS’ COUNCIL INVOLVEMENT  
 

  Discussion occurred regarding the payment of $2,555.00 to the NFPC.  Bishop  

  Powers noted that this amount was presented as an assessment. 
 

  Motion:  Father Tobolski moved and Father Thompson seconded that the   

  assessment of $2,555.00 be paid to the NFPC.  Motion carried unanimously. 

 

B.  ISSUES WITH FUTURE PLANNING AND THE ROLES OF PLC/PD 
  

  Bishop Powers noted that he had received one recommendation concerning  

  candidates for the PLC/PD positions.  He requested that councilors send to him  

  names of parishioners who might be good candidates in this regard.  Father Ricci 

  raised the issue of diocesan planning done in the past and noted that this  

  information would be helpful with regards to the possible hiring of the PLC or PD 

  positions.  Mr. Lyons indicated that some data had been collected under Bishop  

  Christensen and indicated that this information could be revisited.  Bishop Powers 

  noted that his intention is to place priests from India in a position to work with a  

  PLC.  Father Harris noted the importance of the subject of clustering in any  

  future discussion regarding the importance of the PLC position.   

 

C. CREMATION FOLLOW-UP 
 

             Bishop Powers indicated that he had sent to all priests information regarding  

             cremation.  The cremains must be buried.  He also noted a pastoral approach to  

             this subject.  He indicated that should any questions arise regarding this topic, a  

             call should be made to the Bishop’s Office for clarification. 

 

D. SPANISH RESOURCES 

 

   Father Harris reported that a new Spanish Mass is being offered in the Hammond  

   parish.  He indicated that he is now using the Babble Fish Program in making  

   translations from English to Spanish.  He recommended the program.   

   



VIII. NEW BUSINESS 

 

A. CATHOLIC SERVICES APPEAL 
 

Mr. Tarnowski offered an update on the Faith in Our Future campaign and  

the current Catholic Services Appeal.  Mr. Tarnowski noted that 86% of  

pledges have been collected for the Faith in Our Future campaign.  The 15
th

  

quarterly rebate was sent to parishes in February of this year.  There will be a  

general campaign wrap-up to be held in September, 2017.  With regards to the  

Catholic Services Appeal, Mr. Tarnowski noted that 71% of the annual goal  

has been pledged.  He noted that his office will be sending a follow-up Lenten 

letter to be mailed in March.  Thus far, the number of responses to the CSA has 

been 7,169.   

 

B.  PARISH OFFICE/SCHOOL OFFICE RECORD RETENTION 
 

Bishop Powers noted the importance of maintaining personnel records and other 

documents.  A handout was shared with councilors regarding this matter.  He  

indicated the importance of keeping school records in the parish office.  He will 

address this subject at the Principal and Pastor meeting in March.   

 

C.   ST. ANTHONY SCHOOL, PARK FALLS   
 

       Bishop Powers offered an update regarding the Catholic school situation 

       in Park Falls.  He noted that the various councils of St. Anthony Church have 

       advised the pastor to recommend the closing of the school at the end of this  

       school year.  He noted that the parish desires to keep a pre-school program  

       going with the possibility of someday reopening the grade school.  Bishop  

       Powers indicated the high expense of the upkeep of the school building in  

                            Park Falls.  He requested that councilors keep the issue of the St. Anthony  

                            school in their daily prayers.   

 

  IX.       ONGOING FORMATION OF PRIESTS 
     

A.     Priests’ Assembly and Chrism Mass  
 

Father Gordon reported that the Priests’ Assembly will be held April 2 – 4,  

2017 at St. Francis Xavier Church in Superior.  The presenter will be Dr. 

Clifford Tenner of New Richmond.  Dr. Tenner will address the subject 

of end of life issues.  The Chrism Mass will be held at the Cathedral on  

April 4, 2017.   

              

B.      Priests’ Retreat  
 

                             Father Gordon reported that the annual retreat will be held September 11 – 14, 

                             2017 at Heartwood Conference and Retreat Center in Trego.  Father Gordon 

                             will be discussing possible speakers with priests at the Vicars for Clergy  

                             meeting in the near future.   

 

                   C.      Priests’ Annual Clergy Workshop 
 

     Father Gordon reported that the clergy workshop will be held October 15 – 17,  

     2017 at the Hotel Chequamegon in Ashland.  Presenters have not yet been  

     chosen for the fall assembly.     

    

      



X.      FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS 

                       

                Councilors suggested that the issue of parish clusters and the usage of the PLC and  

                PD be discussed in the future.  Father Ricci requested that this subject of clustering 

                include  effects on the St. Pius Priest Fund with regards to point values.  Bishop  

                Powers indicated that he desired future agenda items to include the issues of gay  

                marriage and transgender individuals in society.  Councilors suggested that the  

                subjects of gay marriage and transgender individuals be included as topics for the  

     Fall Clergy conference.  Bishop Powers also indicated that the subject of 

     immigration should be addressed at a future meeting of the council.  He noted that 

     he is considering issuing a Pastoral Letter on the subject.  Father John Gerritts at this   

                 point shared an update on the Hudson situation with regards to refugee settlement.       

                Councilors found this report very informative and thanked Father Gerritts. 

 

     XI.      TIME AND PLACE OF PRESBYTERAL COUNCIL MEETING 

 

     The next meeting of the Presbyteral Council will be held on Tuesday, May 23,  

                2017, at St. Joseph Parish in Hayward.  The meeting begins at 11:00 a.m.  

 

    XII.    ADJOURNMENT AND CLOSING 

                

    Bishop Powers led the council in a closing prayer.                                                           

    The meeting adjourned at 12:15 p.m. 

 

NO SOUP TODAY 

      

      The meeting today was oh so brief 

      and thus you’ll have a hunch  

      that since the time was shortened 

      the parish did not serve lunch. 

 
 

      The agenda was indeed quite thin 

      as anyone observes 

      and so there really was no need  

      for plates of hot hors d’oeuvres. 

 

 

 

 
 

      The group did share a closing prayer 

      the Bishop led the way 

      but the kitchen gave no scent or clue 

      of a tasty noon entrée. 
 

      We left the parish meeting hall 

      in a manner that was curt; 

      there was no expectation  

      of a seasonal dessert. 
 

     And so the assembly was dispersed  

     there’s nothing more to say  

     no doubt we’ll share a lovely meal  

     when we gather next in May. 

 

 

 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

 

Reverend James F. Tobolski, Secretary 

Date:  February 21, 2017                           



A Day of  Prayer, Formation & Advocacy 

Tuesday, March 28, 2017 
8:45am - 4:00pm 

Monona Terrace Community and Convention Center 
Madison, Wisconsin 

GENERAL INFORMATION 

Keynote address by Colleen Stratton 
 Speaker, Writer, and Survivor of Human Trafficking 

WHO SHOULD ATTEND: All those interested 
in learning more about Catholic social teaching and 
how to advocate effectively. 
 

COST: $40/adult advance registration 
$12/student (secondary, full-time post-

secondary, advance or same-day) 
$50/adult same-day registration (check/

cash) 
Includes continental breakfast and lunch 

 

ADVANCE REGISTRATION DEADLINE: 
Monday, March 20, 2017. 
 

REFUND POLICY: Refunds will be available to 
those cancelling registration prior to March 23, 
2017.  Cancellations received after this date are not 
eligible for a registration fee refund, including those 
due to inclement weather. 
 

CONFIRMATION OF REGISTRATION: 
Once your registration is received, a confirmation 
will be sent to you, including a map, parking 
information, and instructions for those who wish to 
coordinate meetings with their legislators.  
Attendees are encouraged to set up appointments 
with legislators in advance of the day.  Please 
contact the WCC for assistance, or visit 
www.wisconsincatholic.org for more information 
and updates on the day’s events. 
 

PARKING: The Monona Terrace Parking Ramp is 
open to the public and costs $1 per half hour with a 

$12 a day maximum until 5pm (payment by cash, 
Visa, or MasterCard).  Entrances to the ramp are 
located on W. Wilson St., just south of Carroll St., 
or off John Nolen Dr.  Disabled parking stalls are 
available on the top ramp and in front of the Level 
Three entrance. 
 

TRANSPORTATION: The Capitol Building is 
located two blocks from the Monona Terrace.  
Those who need assistance traveling to the Capitol 
should request accommodation in advance (see 
reverse). 

Certain dioceses are arranging for transportation.  
Please contact your diocesan office for social 
concerns or justice for more information.  If you 
are traveling from the Archdiocese of Milwaukee, 
please indicate if you have registered, or will 
register, for the Badger Coach bus (see reverse). 
 
HOTEL ACCOMMODATIONS: 
Please make arrangements for accommodations 
directly with the hotel.  The WCC has acquired a 
special room rate at the Hilton Madison Monona 
Terrace. See the WCC website or call for details.    

 Hilton Madison Monona Terrace (connected to site) 
www.hiltonmadison.com, 1-800-445-8667 

 Best Western Premier Park Hotel (2 blocks from 
site) www.parkhotelmadison.com, 1-800-780-
7734 

 Madison Concourse Hotel (6 blocks from site) 
http://concoursehotel.com, 1-800-356-8293 

www.wisconsincatholic.org 

Catholics at the Capitol 

Sponsored by the Wisconsin Catholic Conference in cooperation with Catholic Charities, Diocesan Offices of 
Social Action and Respect Life, the Diocesan Councils of Catholic Women–Province of Milwaukee, the  
Leadership Conference of Women Religious Region 9, and the Society of St. Vincent de Paul Councils. 



  8:45am Registration with Continental Breakfast 

  9:45am Opening Prayer Service 

10:10am Introduction and Keynote Address 

Planting Seeds of Hope – Finding Life After the Life: Learn how human 
trafficking is occurring throughout Wisconsin, examine the horrific realities of this 
modern-day slave trade, and discover how to aid victims of trafficking. 

11:15am Breakout Sessions A  

A1. Introduction to Catholic Social Teaching: Review the principles that are the basis for 
the Church’s public policy advocacy. 

A2. Fostering Ethical Research: Examine ethical standards in medical research and discuss 
ethical alternatives to questionable research practices. 

A3. The Challenges of Poverty: Examine the challenges that frequently cause people to 
remain in poverty and learn about programs that effectively combat poverty.   

A4. Reducing Recidivism: Review policies designed to prevent ex-offenders from returning 
to the corrections system and discuss effective ways to reduce state incarceration rates.  

A5. Immigration and Refugee Policy: Discuss recent changes to immigration and refugee 
policies and examine what the Church can do to accompany families and ensure basic 
human rights. 

12:30pm Luncheon 

  1:30pm Breakout Sessions B 

B1. Servant Leadership: Discuss what it means to become a servant leader.  

B2. End Human Trafficking: Discuss practical ways to identify and aid trafficked persons. 

B3. Water Stewardship: Learn about the importance of safeguarding clean water and discuss 
how Wisconsin is a leader in freshwater preservation. 

B4. Confronting Issues of Race: Examine the lived reality of people of color, learn how to 
accompany those who experience racism, and discus how to better facilitate healing. 

B5. Helping Every Student Succeed: Learn how Catholic schools are meeting unique 
challenges in education, especially for students in need, and discuss how federal and state 
education requirements impact Catholic students and schools. 

  2:45pm General Session: Advocating for the Common Good – Tips on Contacting Lawmakers 

  3:15pm Leave for Capitol Visits 

REGISTRATION DEADLINE:  MARCH 20, 2017 
Registration with credit card payment is also available online, visit http://www.wisconsincatholic.org/catholics_at_the_capitol.cfm 

Catholics at the Capitol 
A Day of  Prayer, Formation & Advocacy 

Tuesday, March 28, 2017 

Monona Terrace Community and Convention Center, Madison 

Please make check payable to: Wisconsin Catholic Conference, 131 W. Wilson St., Suite 1105, Madison, WI, 53703 

NAME:      DIOCESE:    
 
ADDRESS:        
 (Street)  (City)   (Zip) 

PHONE: ________________________________________   EMAIL:  ____________________________________________________  

BREAKOUT SESSION PREFERENCE: Session A (please select from 1-5) 

  Session B (please select from 1-5) 

 I have registered for the Milwaukee Badger Coach at 414-758-2285/shinek@archmil.org. 

Please identify special needs: 

 I have a special accommodation request.  Please contact me. 

 I have dietary restrictions.  (Some requirements may incur an additional fee.) 

Please describe:______________________________________________________________________________________________________  

REGISTRATION DEADLINE: MARCH 20, 2017 

Individual  $40 

Student (full-time)  $12 

Only cash or check accepted via mail. 

TOTAL Enclosed $  

ADVANCE REGISTRATION FEES 

 

SCHEDULE OF EVENTS 

Keynote Speaker: 
Colleen Stratton 



   

                    

 

Calendar of Events                                    DIOCESE OF SUPERIOR                                   

DEVELOPMENTAL DISABILITIES AWARENESS MONTH                               March 2017 
 
                                               

Wednesday      03/01/17  ASH WEDNESDAY (OPERATION RICE BOWL) 
 

Friday   03/03/17  STRATEGIC MANAGEMENT & DEVELOPMENT VIDEO  

CONFERENCE FOR SCHOOLS 

Contact Peggy Schoenfuss: pschoenfuss@catholicdos.org; 715-234-5044 
 

Sunday 03/05/17  RITE OF ELECTION/CALL TO CONTINUING CONVERSION                                                         

                                   3p        Location: Cathedral of Christ the King, Superior 
 

Sunday 03/05/17  NATIONAL BLACK & INDIAN MISSIONS COLLECTION 

    Contact Steve Tarnowski: starnowski@catholicdos.org; 715-394-0223 
 

Wednesday     03/08/17          YOUTH RALLY 

      6p-9p Location: St. Francis De Sales, Spooner                                                               

                                                Speaker: Fr. Paul Shovelain 

    Contact Chris Hurtubise: churtubise@catholicdos.org; 715-234-5044  
  

Friday 03/10/17 PARISH CATECHETICAL LEADERSHIP DAY                                       

                                                Location: St. Joseph, Hayward 

                                                Contact Peggy Schoenfuss: pschoenfuss@catholicdos.org; 715-234-5044 
   

Friday - 03/10/17- SCHOOL OF SERVANT LEADERSHIP 

Saturday 03/11/17 Topic: Peace Building and Conflict Resolution                                             

                             9:30a          Location: St. Anthony Parish, Tony 

    Contact Chris Newkirk: cnewkirk@catholicdos.org; 715-394-0204 
 

Tuesday           03/14/17         NEW TEACHER GATHERING 

Location: St. Joseph, Rice Lake 

                                                Contact Peggy Schoenfuss: pschoenfuss@catholicdos.org; 715-234-5044 
     

Friday  03/17/17 PARISH CATECHETICAL LEADERSHIP DAY 

    Location:  St. Mary, Tomahawk                                                                               

                                                Contact Peggy Schoenfuss: pschoenfuss@catholicdos.org; 715-234-5044 
 

Tuesday 03/21/17 PRINCIPAL MEETING 

    Location: Our Lady of Sorrows, Ladysmith  

    Contact Peggy Schoenfuss: pschoenfuss@catholicdos.org; 715-234-5044 
 

Friday  03/24/17 PARISH CATECHETICAL LEADERSHIP DAY 

    Location:  St. Anne, Somerset 

Contact Peggy Schoenfuss: pschoenfuss@catholicdos.org; 715-234-5044 
 

Friday  03/24/17- NEW KOINONIA RETREAT 

Sunday            03/26/17 Location:  St. Joseph, Hayward                                                                              

                                                Contact Veronica Willand: bwilland@centurylink.net; 715-462-9259 
 

Tuesday          03/25/17  DEACON CONTINUING EDUCATION CLASS 

    Speaker: Fr. Dennis Mullen 

    Location: Knights of Columbus House, Rice Lake 

    Contact Deacon John Grek: jgrek@catholicdos.org; 715-394-0235 
      (over)        

mailto:pschoenfuss@catholicdos.org
mailto:starnowski@catholicdos.org
mailto:churtubise@catholicdos.org
mailto:pschoenfuss@catholicdos.org
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mailto:pschoenfuss@catholicdos.org
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mailto:jgrek@catholicdos.org


Diocese of Superior   Page 2 of 2 

Calendar of Events  

March 2017    

 

                                            8-18-17 

Saturday 03/25/17 ANNUNCIATION OF THE LORD 
 

Friday  03/26/17 WORLD CONCERN COLLECTION 

    Contact Steve Tarnowski: starnowski@catholicdos.org; 715-394-0223 
 

Friday              03/31/17- HIGH SCHOOL LEADERSHIP 

Sunday            04/02/17   Theme:  Vocarè: What is your calling? 

 Location: Crosswoods Camp, Mason   

 Contact Chris Hurtubise: churtubise@catholicdos.org; 715-234-5044 

mailto:starnowski@catholicdos.org
mailto:churtubise@catholicdos.org


   

                      

Calendar of Events                                                      DIOCESE OF SUPERIOR                                   

April 2017 
 

Saturday  04/01/17 DIOCSEAN PASTORAL COUNCIL MEETING 

          10a Location: St. Anthony de Padua Church Hall, Tony 

 Contact Debra Lieberg: dlieberg@catholicdos.org; 715-394-0240 
 

Sunday            04/02/17   HIGH SCHOOL LEADERSHIP ENDS 

 *weekend begins Friday 03/31/17 

 Theme:  Vocarè: What is your calling? 

 Location: Crosswoods Camp, Mason   

 Contact Chris Hurtubise: churtubise@catholicdos.org; 715-234-5044 
 

Sunday 04/02/17- ANNUAL PRIESTS’ ASSEMBLY 

Tuesday 04/04/17 Speaker: Dr. Cliff Tenner 

    Location: St. Francis Xavier, Superior 

Contact Very Rev. Kevin Gordon: kgordon@catholicdos.org; 715-913-0183 
 

Tuesday 04/04/17 MASS OF CHRISM 

          12p Location: Cathedral of Christ the King, Superior 

    Contact Cathedral Parish Office:  715-392-8511 
 

Friday-  04/08/17- SCHOOL OF SERVANT LEADERSHIP  

Saturday 04/09/17 Course 9: Ritual, Tradition and Celebration 

    Contact Chris Newkirk: cnewkirk@catholicdos.org, 715-394-0204 
     

Sunday 04/09/17 PALM SUNDAY 

Thursday 04/13/17 HOLY THURSDAY - Chancery closes at 11:30a 
 

Friday  04/14/17 GOOD FRIDAY - Chancery closed 
 

Sunday  04/16/17 EASTER SUNDAY 

Monday  04/17/17 EASTER MONDAY - Chancery Closed 
 

Tuesday- 04/18/17- NCEA CONVENTION 

Thursday 04/20/17 Location: St. Louis, MO  

    Contact Peggy Schoenfuss: pschoenfuss@catholicdos.org; 715-234-5044 
     

Sunday 04/23/17 DIVINE MERCY SUNDAY   

 

Tuesday 04/25/17 PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT DAY  

                             9:30a          Topic: The Journey: Creating a Harmonious Workplace                                               

                                                Location: St. Joseph Church, Hayward                                                                  

                                                Contact Chris Newkirk: cnewkirk@catholicdos.org; 715-394-0204 
  

Friday  04/28/17 ONGOING FORMATION FOR LAY LEADERS OF PRAYER (2 DAYS)                                        

       8:30a Topics:  Praying Images of God, How Does God “God?”                                                             

                                   The Church—Who it Is and How it Does 

Friday  04/28/17 Location:  St. Peter Church, Cameron 

Saturday 04/29/17 Location:  Nativity of Our Lord Church—North, Rhinelander 

    Contact Paul Birch: pbirch@catholicdos.org; 715-394-0233  
    

Sunday  04/30/17 CATHOLIC HOME MISSIONS APPEAL 

Contact Steve Tarnowski: starnowski@catholicdos.org; 715-394-0223 
 

 

mailto:dlieberg@catholicdos.org
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mailto:kgordon@catholicdos.org
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WISCONSIN PASTORAL HANDBOOK CHANGES 

Additions/Changes 

March 2017 

The following underlined sections are changes to the 2017 Wisconsin Pastoral Handbook;  

Red = Delete, Green = Add, Blue = Change 

 

 

February 22, 2017 

F-21 PARISHES 

 TOMAHAWK 

 Prin.:    Rita Lee     Change 

F-31 DEACONS 

Linton, Steven & Mary PO Box 1327     Change 

    Cumberland, WI 54829 

 

 



MARCH 2017 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 
Rev. James 
Hoffman 

2 
Rev. James 
Horath 

3 
Rev. Eugene  
Hornung 

4 
Rev. Joseph  
Kelchak 

5 
Rev. Joseph 
Kleinheinz 

6 
Rev. Robert 
Koszarek 

7 
Rev. Ron  
Levra 

8 
Rev. David            
Lusson 

9 
Rev. Dennis        
Meulemans 

10 
Monsignor Ed 
Meulemans 

11 
Rev. Dennis  
Mullen 

12 
Rev. William 
Murphy 

13 
Rev. David 
Oberts 

14 
Rev. Joseph               
Trinka 

15 
Rev. Madanu 
Lourdu Raju 

16 
Rev. Simon               
Reddy Boyapati 

17 
Rev. Madanu 
Bala Showry 

18 
Rev. Inna                             
Reddy      
Pothireddy 

19 
Rev. Bala             
Jojappa Pasala 

20 
Rev. Louis   
Reddy Maram 
Reddy 

21 
Rev. Jojappa 
Madanu 

22                   
Rev. Balaraju 
Policetty 

23 
Rev. Bala               
Reddy Allam 

24 
Rev. Joseph                
Kumar                          
Mayakuntla  

25 
Rev. Otto 
Bucher, OFM 
Cap. 

26 
Rev. Leon                
Flaherty, CPPS 

27 
Rev. Frank         
Kordek, OFM  

28 
Rev. Randall 
Knauf, OFM 
Cap. 

29 
 Rev. Ronald             
Olson, OFM 
Conv. 

30 
Very Rev. Paul 

Paré, OFM 

31                      
All Deacons in 
the Diocese  

 

Primary Business Address 
Address Lne 2 
Address Line 3 

Address Line 4 

BUSINESS TAGLINE OR MOTTO 

DIOCESE OF SUPERIOR, WI - DAYS OF PRAYER FOR CLERGY, RELIGIOUS & LAY LEADERS 

Debra Lieberg, Chancellor 
Janelle Roe, Administrative Assistant 
Phone:   715-392-2937 
Fax:       715-392-2015 
E-mail:  dlieberg@catholicdos.org   
PO Box 969 
Superior, WI  54880 

Eternal Father, Thank you for the clergy, seminarians, religious women, staff & lay 
leaders in our Diocese. I lift them all up to you, but especially,       (name) _ today. 
Sanctify him. Heal and guide him. Continue to mold him  into the likeness  and holi-
ness of Your Son, Jesus, the Eternal High Priest. May his  life be pleasing to You.                       
In Jesus' Name I pray. Amen. 



APRIL 2017 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1  
All Women 
Religious 

2 
All Seminarians 
in the Diocese & 
Increase 

3 
+ All Deceased 
Clergy of the       
Diocese* 

4 
Bishop James P. 
Powers 

5                                  
Rev. Barg               
Anderson 

6 
Rev. Edwin               
Anderson 

7 
Rev. John             
Anderson 

8 
Rev. Michael 
Crisp 

9 
Rev. Aaron                 
Devett 

10 
Very Rev. John 
Gerritts 

11 
Very Rev.              
Kevin Gordon 

12                              
Rev. Gerald 
Hagen  

13 
Rev. J. Patrick 
Hardy 

14 
Rev. Gerald  
Harris 

15 
Rev. Michael 
Hayden 

16 
Rev. Gregory 
Hopefl 

17 
Very Rev.             
Philip Juza 

18 
Rev. Donald 
Kania 

19 
Very Rev.   
Christopher 

20 
Rev. Sangmoon 
Kim 

21 
Rev. James        
Kinney 

22 
Rev. Adam               
Laski 

23 
Rev. John Long 

24 
Rev. Patrick 
McConnell 

25 
Rev. Eugene 
Murphy 

26 
Rev. David 
Neuschwander 

27 
Rev. Shaji               
Pazhukkathara 

28 
Rev. Andrew 
Ricci 

29 
Rev. Ronald 
Serrao 

30                                 
Rev. Thomas 
Thompson 

      

Primary Business Address 
Address Lne 2 
Address Line 3 

Address Line 4 

BUSINESS TAGLINE OR MOTTO 

DIOCESE OF SUPERIOR, WI - DAYS OF PRAYER FOR CLERGY, RELIGIOUS & LAY LEADERS 

Debra Lieberg, Chancellor 
Janelle Roe, Administrative Assistant 
Phone:   715-392-2937 
Fax:       715-392-2015 
E-mail:  dlieberg@catholicdos.org   
PO Box 969 
Superior, WI  54880 

Eternal Father, Thank you for the clergy, seminarians, religious women, staff & lay 
leaders in our Diocese. I lift them all up to you, but especially,       (name) _ today. 
Sanctify him. Heal and guide him. Continue to mold him  into the likeness  and holi-
ness of Your Son, Jesus, the Eternal High Priest. May his  life be pleasing to You.                       
In Jesus' Name I pray. Amen. 

*Eternal rest grant unto them Oh Lord, & let perpetual light shine upon them, may they rest in peace. Amen 





Practicing Candle Safety
Candles have always been an important symbol of our faith. They represent the presence of God
in our churches and His light in the world. They are aflame during our times of most exultant
celebration, and our moments of deepest sorrow. Their prescribed use is not only part of our
tradition, it is part of our doctrine.

That doesn't make them inherently safe, however. In fact, each year several church properties
are involved in fires related to candle usage. In some cases, it's a relatively minor issue, while in
others, it can be catastrophic. Our CARES library offers extensive guidelines for candle usage,
care and storage to ensure the safety of people and church properties and reduce fire risk
exposure. To learn more, please contact your risk management representative.

We at Catholic Mutual Group recommend that our members
consider St. Killian's Candle Burning System. This system,
which is in use at St. Patrick's Cathedral in New York City, as
well as many other Catholic churches in North America and
Europe, was designed to reduce the risk of fire, as well as
prevent smoke and soot damage to walls, ceilings and artwork.
To learn more, please click here.

Be Alarmed

We tend to remember to check the smoke detectors and carbon
monoxide alarms in our homes when we change the clocks, but
we may not always have the same trigger when it comes to
smoke and carbon monoxide safety in our Church properties. In
fact, to limit the risk exposure of smoke and carbon monoxide, we
recommend that each alarm is checked once a month. Our
CARES library provides information about the proper installation
and maintenance for smoke detectors and making sure you
are prepared for a fire, as well as preventing carbon monoxide
poisoning and what to do should the alarm sound.

Spanish Materials Available

Catholic Mutual has worked with Guest Communications Corporation for many years in making
emergency response (flip tab) manuals for schools, parishes and Catholic organizations available
to our members. We are happy to announce they can now be ordered in Spanish at the same
cost. To order, please contact Guest at 800-637-8525 and identify yourself as a Catholic Mutual
member. Any questions regarding manual contents or costs, please contact Catholic Mutual's
Risk Management department.

To view this newsletter on our website, please click here.
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http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001i1PcK_mqRUS0OUyARsxNb9gDiU-1EkwIIPCRgq4_dN57bSoBE2_TNFihclqrk4cwbFlttRFJP5Uh7GO20z-nnql4bar2z-AJAGMBTptNikDHtw3nIOLBY7fFs8KFKIyt6F809RTmLsRyiFZCbBOZCbCOwHApkEQqfc7CVtjV3iqlKifXLYvhka0if1Pdi5DnWr6d0fGzgvP1bLRoFZPZUnG6qD9VQwECCflCMFrWR-QWv0J-Tqoq7DdAnwyWg9Afwyt3aE0r50J8oxeo4FNkmfkEGs5EVx2iDtkM_Wz15j4R743vqJVqoO45i9uDlovp2fkZ03Jo_8VTZfVHuV39WQ==&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001i1PcK_mqRUS0OUyARsxNb9gDiU-1EkwIIPCRgq4_dN57bSoBE2_TNEq-5klKSZ-d3_LcJxjO_QBeb4P18AUjuUNewtVQMDrYs8MDT8AM6yIlZPp9nTWlMs0kVNJtS1C-k4M1oLmWQoTnNQ-6qHKofzMqCdKAiJ0Vsb_esEsgB8IwKubYFDBqN3mnzNEnbRGcqlfNRfljHKooW-bLRDq9owBCwsUh_BfCfQG--JhaMtZLQ_5KfjrbO41_oBWf2qcgqpYPz3ZDCd_DgKriuk1fBIDKGoI1t-zhbnHxVbyMj4VsMVw1Vg5s2IIFGyKOqPaLm1xPobLEuLRAkyvrMe-oEhxkfuK5-CCM&c=&ch=
http://www.catholicmutual.org/Portals/0/HomeNewsletters/Practicing-Candle-Safety.pdf


Practicing Candle Safety
Candles have always been an important symbol of our faith. They represent the presence of God
in our churches and His light in the world. They are aflame during our times of most exultant
celebration, and our moments of deepest sorrow. Their prescribed use is not only part of our
tradition, it is part of our doctrine.

That doesn't make them inherently safe, however. In fact, each year several church properties
are involved in fires related to candle usage. In some cases, it's a relatively minor issue, while in
others, it can be catastrophic. Our CARES library offers extensive guidelines for candle usage,
care and storage to ensure the safety of people and church properties and reduce fire risk
exposure. To learn more, please contact your risk management representative.

We at Catholic Mutual Group recommend that our members
consider St. Killian's Candle Burning System. This system,
which is in use at St. Patrick's Cathedral in New York City, as
well as many other Catholic churches in North America and
Europe, was designed to reduce the risk of fire, as well as
prevent smoke and soot damage to walls, ceilings and artwork.
To learn more, please click here.

Be Alarmed

We tend to remember to check the smoke detectors and carbon
monoxide alarms in our homes when we change the clocks, but
we may not always have the same trigger when it comes to
smoke and carbon monoxide safety in our Church properties. In
fact, to limit the risk exposure of smoke and carbon monoxide, we
recommend that each alarm is checked once a month. Our
CARES library provides information about the proper installation
and maintenance for smoke detectors and making sure you
are prepared for a fire, as well as preventing carbon monoxide
poisoning and what to do should the alarm sound.

Spanish Materials Available

Catholic Mutual has worked with Guest Communications Corporation for many years in making
emergency response (flip tab) manuals for schools, parishes and Catholic organizations available
to our members. We are happy to announce they can now be ordered in Spanish at the same
cost. To order, please contact Guest at 800-637-8525 and identify yourself as a Catholic Mutual
member. Any questions regarding manual contents or costs, please contact Catholic Mutual's
Risk Management department.

To view this newsletter on our website, please click here.
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Issue No. 123

Impact this 
month 

Listen to God in prayer 

Listen through fasting, 
in order to be more 

attentive to your hunger 
for God 

Listen by giving to 
those who are in need 

Listen by being 
attentive to your heart 
and mind throughout 

this season

Eve and Adam didn’t listen. They had everything they needed in the garden, most 

especially, a loving relationship with their Creator God. Yet, they were blind to their 

blessings and decided they wanted more, not even knowing what “more” might be. 

Others we hear about in the Sunday readings this month did listen: Abram, Samuel, 

Moses; the disciples, the Samaritan woman and her townsfolk; the man who was given 

sight: all listened and were forever changed. Their thirst was quenched; blindness gave 

way to sight; in listening, they encountered the living God. 

The season of Lent calls us to listen more intently to the voice of the Lord. In Lent, 

we resolve to change our minds and hearts in order to more fully follow Jesus. Like the 

disciples on the mountain, we may be afraid to open ourselves to God. We wonder, 

what changes might we need to make? What temptations do we need to turn away 

from? What blessings are we blind to? During Lent, we are invited to risk what we 

know, allowing the Lord to lead us into an unknown and yet surely life-giving future. 

God desires what is best for us and for 

all. We really do not need to fear! 

Jesus went to the disciples on the 
mountain and touched them. He 

approached the woman at the well, 

and the man whose sight he 

restored. Jesus reaches out to us as 

well. All we have to do is set aside our fear, listen, and follow him. Are you listening?

March, 2017

Bring faith to life. Find life in faith.

Are you listening? 
“This is my beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased; listen to him.” Peter, James, and John went up on a 
mountain with Jesus, where they saw him in his glory. As they fell prostrate in fear, Jesus touched them, 
saying, “Rise, and do not be afraid.” (Mt 17:5) May we, too, set aside our fear, listen, and follow the Lord.

Impact 
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Is something in the way? Let it go.
The woman at the well unexpectedly met Jesus. He saw beyond her isolation and drew her into a 
profound dialogue. Jesus named the very things that separated her from others. The woman did 
not allow herself to be weighed down by her past, but rather, opened herself to an encounter, to 
understanding, to belief, to conversion. She was so moved by her experience that she left her 
water jar behind and ran to the village to share the good news.

Impact March, 2017 

Bring faith to life. Find life in faith.

What is your water jar?
“In this Gospel passage we likewise find the impetus to 
“leave behind our water jar”, the symbol of everything that 
is seemingly important, but loses all its value before the 
“love of God”. We all have one, or more than one! I ask you, 
and myself: “What is your interior water jar, the one that 
weighs you down, that distances you from God?” Let us set it 
aside a little and with our hearts; let us hear the voice of 
Jesus offering us another kind of water, another water that 
brings us close to the Lord.” ̶ Pope Francis, March 23, 2014 

Seeing and Being 
Seen
This Lent, let us allow ourselves to 
be seen by God. The disciples were 
themselves with Jesus. They did not 
hide their fear, confusion, and 
questions as they walked and talked 
with Jesus on the way to Jerusalem. The 
woman at the well and man who was born blind did not 
keep the complicated parts of their lives from the Lord. 
They did not hide their isolation and desire to be 
accepted by others from his loving sight. 

Sometimes, we are spiritually blind. We fail to see 
God’s presence and action in our lives, and we do not see 

ourselves clearly. Jesus sees beyond our limitations, 
weakness, and sinfulness, and helps us see God’s love 
and powerful mercy.  

Held in God’s loving sight, the messy 
situations, conflicts, fatigue, and persistent 
longing for peace in our lives and world 
may not seem quite so impossible to 
resolve. When we look at life with the 
assurance that God is with us through it 
all, our spiritual blindness is healed. Like 
the man who was born blind, our eyes will 

be opened to God’s ways. The situations may remain, but 
our view of them changes. In turning our sight toward 
God during Lent, we are given clearer vision for the 
future. 

How have you seen God at work recently? How will 
you allow yourself to be seen by God this Lenten 
season? 



Called 

2017 
National Catholic Youth Conference 

November 16-19 

Indianapolis, IN 

Important Dates 

CONTACT YOUR PARISH TO SIGN UP!  

You must register as a parish. Parishes will provide registration forms and chaperones 

for all youth. Please write individual checks out to the parish. Thank you! 

*Everyone 18+ must be in compliance with Diocesan Safe Environment Standards 

† Celebrate your Catholic faith! 

† Meet over 25,000 Catholic youth! 

† Hear from amazing Catholic speakers and musicians! 

† Share beliefs and experiences of being Catholic! 

† Recognize your role in the larger Catholic Church! 

March 1, 2016 $175 per participant and basic information spreadsheet 

April 15, 2017 $175 per participant 

June 1, 2017 All paperwork and cost balance due (approximately $200-250) 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Participant Pre- Registration Form 

Name (First, MI, Last):_______________________________  Birthdate: _______________ 

Sex:  M / F          T-Shirt Size (Adult Men’s Sizes) S M L  XL  XXL  XXXL 

Address: ________________________ City/ST/ZIP: ________________________________ 

Parish Name: __________________________ Parish City: _________________________ 

Parish Group Leader: __________________________ 

Mother/Guardian: ______________________ Father/Guardian: ____________________ 

Mother’s Cell Phone: ___________________ Father’s Cell Phone: _________________ 

Home Phone: __________________________    Email: _____________________________ 

Emergency Contact: _____________________   Relationship? _______________________  

EC’s Home Phone: _____________________ EC’s Cell Phone: _____________________ 

Due with Initial Down Payment of $175 to Parish by _________ 

        Please make checks payable to:  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Participant Pre- Registration Form 

Name (First, MI, Last):_______________________________  Birthdate: _______________ 

Sex:  M / F          T-Shirt Size (Adult Men’s Sizes) S M L  XL  XXL  XXXL 

Address: ________________________ City/ST/ZIP: ________________________________ 

Parish Name: __________________________ Parish City: _________________________ 

Parish Group Leader: __________________________ 

Mother/Guardian: ______________________ Father/Guardian: ____________________ 

Mother’s Cell Phone: ___________________ Father’s Cell Phone: _________________ 

Home Phone: __________________________    Email: _____________________________ 

Emergency Contact: _____________________   Relationship? _______________________  

EC’s Home Phone: _____________________ EC’s Cell Phone: _____________________ 

Due with Initial Down Payment of $175 to Parish by _________ 

        Please make checks payable to:  



Date:   March 31– April 2 

Time:   8PM Friday to 12PM Sunday 

Place:  CrossWoods, Mason WI 

Cost:   $110.00 

Contact:  Chris Hurtubise  
   churtubise@catholicdos.org 715-234-5044 

What is your calling? 
High School Leadership Weekend 

   

Registration Due: March 10 
All youth must register through their parish and be accompanied by a chaperone in 

accordance with Diocese of Superior Safe Environment policies.  



N.E.W. KOINONIA 
“An opportunity for individuals to encounter Jesus Christ through an experience of Christian community”  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

March 24-26, 2017 
St. Joseph, Hayward 
Fr. Gerard Willger, Spiritual Director 

 
 
 
 
 

Koinonia is a community experience in Christian living designed especially for adults. 
This N.E.W. retreat weekend is an official program of the Diocese of Superior. The 
weekend consists of presentations, discussions, reflections, sharing, prayer and 
liturgical celebrations. Koinonia has a twofold purpose: The first is to provide a time 
and a place for adult Christians to experience the reality of Christian community, 
fellowship and sharing – that is to say: “Koinonia.” The second purpose is to provide a 
depth of faith-sharing support that allows and challenges inner renewal for each 
participant at his or her own level. Renewal often brings about a desire to serve. 
Koinonia can rightly be called a “renewal” program in this respect. 

Contact Veronica Willand for more information: 715-462-9259; bwilland@centurylink.net 



N.E.W. 
KOINONIA 

"An opportunity for individuals to 

encounter Jesus Christ through 

an experience of Christian 

community" 

 

 

 

 

 

March 24-26, 2017 
St. Joseph Hayward 
Diocese of Superior 

 
 

 

CALLING ADULTS TO 

CELEBRATE THE PASCHAL 

MYSTERY IN COMMUNITY 

 
 

WHAT IS THE PURPOSE 

 OF KOINONIA? 
Koinonia is a community experience in 
Christian living designed especially for 
adults. This N.E.W. retreat weekend is an 
official program of the Diocese of Superior. 
The weekend consists of presentations, 
discussions, reflections, sharing, prayer and 
liturgical celebrations. 
 
Koinonia has a twofold purpose: 
 
The first is to provide a time and a place for 
adult Christians to experience the reality of 
Christian community, fellowship and sharing 
- that is to say: "Koinonia." 
 
The second purpose is to provide a depth 
of faith-sharing support that allows and 
challenges inner renewal for each 
participant at his or her own level. Renewal 
often brings about a desire to serve. 
Koinonia can rightly be called a "renewal" 
program in this respect. 

 

WHAT IS IT LIKE? 
 

The theme of the Koinonia weekend is the 
Paschal Mystery; the death and resurrection 
of Jesus. We take this central teaching of 
our faith and show how it applies to our daily 
lives. During the weekend the Church year 
is expressed in three days. On Friday, 
"Lent" is celebrated. Time is given to a 
communal penance service and the 
opportunity for individual confession through 
the Sacrament of Reconciliation. 
 
 
 
 

 
On Saturday, we devote ourselves to the 
celebration of Easter. We focus on the 
implications that the Resurrection brings to 
the life of each Christian. 
On Sunday, we celebrate Pentecost and 
examine our roles in the Church, especially 
our call to spread the Good News in the way 
that is best for us. 
 
 

WHO CAN MAKE A KOINONIA 

WEEKEND? 
A typical Koinonia weekend includes one or 
more priests and may include deacons or 
religious sisters or brothers, and ten to thirty 
other adult lay persons. 
The participants come from various walks ol 
life and usually encompass a wide age 
span. Koinonia represents community much 
the same as our Sunday liturgies. 
Anyone who is concerned about his or 
relationship with God and/or would like tc 
enhance his or her own spirituality, and is 
willing to spend the time with a group of 
people with this same basic interest, should 
consider making a Koinonia weekend. 

 
He calls us each by name to be one with 

each other……



OTHER INFORMATION 
Koinonia weekends begin on Friday, late 
afternoon. We ask that you arrive between 
4:15 and 4:30 PM so that we can begin our 
weekend by 5:15. Our weekends typically 
end by 4:00 PM on Sunday. All meals are 
provided, from supper on Friday through 
lunch on Sunday. 
You will sleep at home if you live nearby. 
For others, we will arrange for a bed in a 
parishioner's home. If you prefer, you may 
choose to stay at a motel at your expense. 

 

COST FOR THE ENTIRE WEEKEND:                              

$40.00 per person 

To apply, fill out the application (keep this 

section) and return it with your registration 

fee to the address given. This address is 

NOT where the weekend will be held. 

Please make check payable to:                        

N.E.W. Koinonia 

Approximately 2-3 weeks before the 

weekend, you will receive a confirming 

letter containing additional information that 

you will need. If space is limited we will 

accept participants on a "first come, first 

served" basis. If this happens, your money 

will be refunded. 

If you have any further questions about 

Koinonia, or send in your application 

and don't hear back, please call: 

Missy Wiener       715-274-3911 

 

APPLICATION FORM 
Mail Application and Payment to: N. E. W. Koinonia Retreat Weekend  

PO Box 433 Mellen, WI 54546 

 
Retreat #____________     Location___________________________________________________________ 
 
Name(s):_________________________________________________________________________________ 
  
Address: _________________________________________________________________________________ 

Telephone #: __________________________ E-Mail ______________________________________________  

Birth Date (month / date) ____________________________________________________________________  

 

 Your Parish: __________________________ Pastor: ______________________________________________  
 
Catholic                Non-Catholic  
 
I need a place to sleep             I will find a motel              I will sleep at home 

Describe your participation in your church: 

Have you had previous retreat experiences? If so, describe briefly: 

What do you expect from Koinonia? 

How did you find out about Koinonia? 

 

Please indicate any dietary or special health requirement that we should know about to make your 

weekend more comfortable: 



 

 

March 11 
THE LAST SEVEN 
UTTERANCES 

SDCCW Women’s Lenten Retreat 

St Peter the Fisherman  Eagle River 
8:45 am – 3 pm  

please bring journal, bible, rosary 

gathering refreshments and lunch included   

rsvp registration to Sharon Thomas:  

sthomas1@tds.net or after 3 pm 715-748-5824  

$30 payment at the event or mailed to:  

Sharon Thomas, 123 S 3rd street, Medford, WI 54451 

Featured Speaker: 
Elizabeth Kelly 
Elizabeth Kelly is an award-
winning speaker and the 
author of five books, including 
Reasons I Love Being Catholic. 
She is trained as a spiritual 
director in the Ignatian 
exercises and leads retreats 
with a particular focus on 
helping women to flourish in 
their faith. She teaches in 
Catholic Studies at the 
University of St. Thomas (MN).  



LENTEN RETREAT
Sponsored By The Superior Diocesan Council Of Catholic Women

Saint Peter the Fisherman Catholic Church   Eagle River, WI

8:45 Gathering / Continental refreshments 
9:15 Elizabeth Kelly - Guest Speaker “giving Jesus the day” introduction 

to the last utterances of Christ
9:40  Break
9:50 Conference 1

John 19:26 “Mother, there is your son. Son, there is your mother.”
the “feminine genius” present at the Crucifixion 

10:20 Break
10:30 Conference 2

Mark 15:34 “My God, why have you forsaken me?”
suffering as mercy

11:00 Holy hour/ private prayer
12:00 Lunch and Conversation
1:15 Rosary to the Holy Wounds
1:30 Conference 3
      Luke 23:34 “Father, forgive them, they do not know what they are doing”

giving and receiving forgiveness and mercy
2:15 Sharing the days graces
2:45 Closing prayer

please bring journal, bible, rosary
rsvp registration to Sharon Thomas: sthomas1@tds.net or after 3 pm 715-748-5824 
$30 payment at the event or mailed to: 
Sharon Thomas, 123 S 3rd street, Medford, WI 54451





NoveNa to our Lady of fatima

Most Holy Virgin, who deigned to come to Fatima 
to reveal to the three little shepherds the treasures 

of graces hidden in the recitation of the Rosary, inspire 
our hearts with a sincere love of this devotion, so that 
by meditating on the mysteries of our redemption that 
are recalled in it, we may gather the fruits and obtain 
the conversion of sinners, the conversion of the world 
and this favor which I so earnestly seek, (Your Intention)  
which I ask of thee in this novena, for the greater Glory 
of God, for thine own honor and for the good of all 
people. Amen.  our father, haiL mary, aNd GLory Be x3

New York, NY/Newark, NJ .........1430 AM
Chicago, IL ....930 AM, 950 AM, 1270 AM
Philadelphia, PA ............................ 640 AM
Twin Cities, MN ............................1330 AM
Austin, TX ........................................ 970 AM
Providence, RI ................................ 550 AM
Milwaukee, WI ...........100.1 FM, 1640 AM
Green Bay, WI ...............................1050 AM

Additional stations listed at www.relevantradio.com

Prayer Line:
1-888-577-5443  

Donor/Listener Line: 
1-877-291-0123

Download the FREE App!

100th AnniversAry 
of fatima apparitioNs

Visit www.RelevantRadio.com - Keyword: FATIMA




