
February 2016 

SAINT AUGUSTINE  

OF HIPPO 

PATRON SAINT OF THE DIOCESE OF SUPERIOR 

(354-430) 

FEAST DAY: AUGUST 28 

A Christian at 33, a priest at 36, a bishop at 41 

 

Oh, God, to know You is life. To serve You is freedom. 

To praise You is the soul's Joy and delight. Guard me 

with the power of Your grace here and in all places. 

Now and at all times, forever. Amen.”   - Augustine of Hippo  

 

 

 

Bishop James P. Powers Coat of Arms 

A  descriptive text can be found attached 

 

 

 

The Office of Catholic Formation, Diocese of Superior has put 

together  four documents 

 Bishops of the Diocese of Superior 

 A description of  Episcopal Objects 

 Ten Questions about Bishops in the Catholic Church 

 A Map of Wisconsin Dioceses  

See attached documents  

Blessed are the merciful, for they will be shown mercy. 
Matthew 5:7 

Diocese of Superior 

Bishop Hammes Center 

315 West 5th Street 

Haugen WI 54841 

715.234.5044 

The Catechetical  Leader 



PARISH CATECHETICAL LEADERSHIP DAYS 
 
February 25, 2016 
Holy Family, Woodruff 
 
8:30 Mass 
9:00 Adoration 
9:30 Gathering and Hospitality 
10:00 Sharing of parish Lif elong Plans  
11:30 Expression, Encounter, Education  
12:00 Lunch 
12:45 Expression, Encounter, Education continued 
2:00 Closing Prayer 
 
March 3, 2016 
St. Joseph, Hayward 
 
8:30 Mass 
9:00 Adoration 
9:30 Gathering and Hospitality 
10:00 Sharing of parish Lifelong Plans  
11:30 Expression, Encounter, Education  
12:00 Lunch 
12:45 Expression, Encounter, Education continued 
2:00 Closing Prayer 
 
March 10, 2016 
Immaculate Conception, New Richmond 
 
8:15 Mass 
9:00 Adoration 
9:30 Gathering and Hospitality 
10:00 Sharing of parish Lifelong Plans  
11:30 Expression, Encounter, Education  
12:00 Lunch 
12:45 Expression, Encounter, Education continued 
2:00 Closing Prayer 
 
Please RSVP  mward@catholicdos.org  
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Year of Mercy 

Speakers  For 
Parishes 

 
 

 

 

Lay Ministry 

Enrichment  

April 16 

 

 

 

Professional  

Development 

Days 

April 21 

 
 

The Speaker List 

and documents for 

each event can be 

found attached 

 

  

 

 

Mary Birmingham and I just finished a TeamRCIA Catechist School. At the 

event, I asked the participants what their number-one roadblock to their 

ministry was. Overwhelmingly, they said they didn’t have enough time. 

Time is the one thing you cannot make more of. You can make more cookies 

or music or money, but you cannot make more time. So if you cannot make 

more time, that means you have to make the most of the time you have.   

Here are eight tips to help you make better use of your 

time...  

DO YOU HAVE THE TIME FOR RCIA MINISTRY?  

http://teamrcia.com/2016/02/do-you-have-the-time-for-rcia-ministry/


Whether you’re sur-

viving a snowy, cold 

winter or living where the temperature is above ten degrees, now is the 

time to think about summer vacation bible school!  Choosing a God is 

Good VBS program, in January, means that religious educators in 

large parishes can begin relaxed planning with our user-friendly Direc-

tor’s Guides.  All parishes will have plenty of time to explore one of our 

three, energetic, teacher developed themes that envelop children in our 

rich, beautiful faith and the Bible.  Your parish children will soon be 

learning from solid, Catholic assemblies, prayers, games, art, snacks, 

music and technology from God is Good VBS!  

 

Catechesis of the Good Shepherd 
Level I, Part I,  Formation Course 

For catechists working with children ages 3-6 

August 8th—13th, 2016 
 

Time:     9:00 am—4:30pm 
Level I, Part I Dates:     
   

St. Pius X,     Solon Springs 
 

Tuition: 
Level I, Part I: $200 
Level I, Part II: $200 

 

Level I, Part II Dates:  Summer, 2017 
 

See attached documents 

THE CATECHESIS OF THE 

GOOD SHEPHERD 
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February  

17 

Diocesan Youth Rally, 

Medford 

18 

Most Reverend James 

Powers Ordination 

Cathedral  

25 

Parish Catechetical 

Leadership Day, 

Woodruff 
 

March 
3 

Parish Catechetical 

Leadership Day,  

Hayward 

10 

Parish Catechetical 
Leadership Day,   

New Richmond 

18 

Principal Meeting, 

Haugen 

27 

EASTER SUNDAY 

The Office of Catholic Formation and the Office of Worship will be collaborat-

ing to offer a day of formation on the Rite of Christian Initiation for 

Adults.  

The day will feature a basic outline of the history, process and rites of the 

RCIA. Chris Hurtubise and Paul Birch will be the main presenters. This event 

will be held on Saturday, April 30th. Please stay tuned for a flyer in next 

month’s Catechetical Leader with location, event details and registration in-

formation. 

RCIA FORMATION DAY 

http://www.godisgoodvbs.com/home.html


WDREF SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATION  

 

 

 

An invitation to Parish Catechetical Leaders who are Diocesan 
Parish Catechetical Leaders (ProCLAYM, MAREDA, MDREO, 
SUMMIT & DARE) to apply for the 2016 WDREF Continuing 
Education Scholarship.   

The deadline is one month away – March 15. 

The application is attached to this document (and is available to 
WDREF board members on OneDrive).  

PLEASE NOTE:  Each applicant must also submit three letters of 
recommendation with the application. As indicated at the top of 
the application, there are several criteria as to who can apply.  

Please forward the application to individuals within your cate-
chetical organization in a TIMELY manner, so that they have 
time to contact persons to serve as a recommendation letter writ-
er, etc. 

Thank YOU for everything you do to bring the richness of our 
Catholic faith to persons of all ages. May you enjoy a blessed 
Lenten season, and may God bless the work of your hands and 
hearts. 

Gwen Nies – WDREF Scholarship Committee Chairperson 
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Together let us pray to the Virgin Mary that she helps us ... 
to walk in faith and charity, ever trusting in the Lord's 
mercy; He always awaits us, loves us, has pardoned us 
with His Blood and pardons us every time we go to Him to 
ask His forgiveness. Let us trust in His mercy!  
 
— Regina Caeli on Divine Mercy Sunday, April 7, 2013  
— Pope Francis 



Coat of Arms of 
His Excellency, The Most Reverend, 

James  Patrick  Powers, D.D. 
Bishop of Superior 

 
 

Blazon: 
Arms impaled. Dexter: Or, three crosses fitchy floretty Azure, the fleur-de-lis of each 
Argent; a chief wavy of the second. Sinister: Party per fess, Or and Gules, the fess 

barry wavy of two Azure and Argent; to chief a cross of the second charged with five 
lozenges of the fourth, between to chief dexter a trefoil Vert and to base sinister an 

escallop Sable; in base the head of an American Bald Eagle, erased, Proper. 

 
 

Significance: 
The episcopal heraldic achievement, or bishop’s coat of arms, is composed of a shield, 
that is the central and most important part of the design and tells to whom the design 

belongs, the external ornamentation, that tells the owner’s position or rank, and a motto, 
placed upon a scroll. By heraldic tradition the design is described (blazoned) as if being 

done by the bearer with the shield being worn on the arm. Thus, where it applies the 
terms “sinister” and “dexter” are reversed as the design is viewed from the front. 

 
For the bishop of a diocese, known as an Ordinary, his personal arms are joined 
(impaled) with the arms of his jurisdiction; in this case the Diocese of Superior. 

 
The arms of the diocese are composed of a gold (yellow) field on which are displayed 

three crosses fitchy (the lower arm appears as a spike) floretty (each upper arm 
terminates in a fleur-de-lis) that are blue with the fleur-de-lis of each being silver (white). 

The use of the colors blue and gold, and the fleur-de-lis on each cross, that are often 
associated with the French and French heritage, honors the missionaries who brought 

the Catholic Faith to the Great Lakes region of North America and most especially to the 
territory that is now the Diocese of Superior. The number of crosses is Trinitarian to 
represent the Blessed Trinity and this whole field is placed below a chief (upper one-

third of the design) that is blue, with a wavy edge to signify the waters of Lake Superior 
from which the See City has acquired its name. 

 
For his personal arms, seen in the dexter impalement (right side) of the design, Bishop 

Powers has adopted a design that reflects his life and heritage. 

 
His Excellency’s personal arms are composed of two main portions that are divided by a 

“fess” (a bar across the center) that is made up of two wavy barlets, blue and silver 
(white), that represent the waters of Lake Superior since the Bishop is a native son of 

the Diocese of Superior. 

 
The upper portion of the design displays a red cross, of The Faith, on a gold (yellow) 
field. The cross is charged with five lozenges (diamond shapes) that are silver (white) 



and are a variant of the line of demarkation seen in the Powers family design honoring 
the heritage of his parents Thomas and Frances Powers. Within the quarters that are 
formed by the cross, to the upper left (chief dexter) is a green trefoil (variant on the 

shamrock) for St. Patrick and in the lower right (base sinister) a black scallop shell for 
St. James; the Bishop‘s Baptismal patrons. 

 
The lower half of the Bishop’s design is red on which is seen the head of an American 

Bald eagle. This head is rendered “Proper,” that is, as it appears in nature. This national 
emblem evokes the love and appreciation that Bishop Powers has for America and his 

love of the outdoors, especially his northern Wisconsin homeland. 

 
For his motto, His Excellency, Bishop Powers has adopted the Latin phrase; “DEDUC 
ME, DOMINE, LUCE TUA.” This phrase, a slight variant of the 85th  Psalm, expresses 

Bishop Powers’  deep conviction that it is only by surrendering to God’s Will that we can 
achieve our appointed tasks in life. And so, The Bishop declares “LEAD ME, LORD, BY 

YOUR LIGHT.” 

 
The achievement is completed with the external ornaments that are a gold (yellow) 

processional cross, that extends above and below the shield, and a pontifical hat, called 
a galero, with its six tassels, in three rows, on either side of the shield, all in green. 

These are the heraldic insignia of a prelate of the rank of bishop by instruction of the 
Holy See, of March 1969. 

 
 

By: Deacon Paul J. Sullivan 

 
 

N.B.: The author and designer respectfully requests  
acknowledgement for the public use of these efforts. 

 
 
Deacon Paul J. Sullivan 
P. Sullivan & Co. 
26 Piping Plover Dr. 
Narragansett, RI 02882-3046 
 401-783-3157 (Cellular: 401-742-0791) 
 DeaconPJ@AOL.com 
 

mailto:DeaconPJ@AOL.com
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Diocese of Superior Bishops 

 

1. Bishop Augustine Francis Schinner (1905-1913) 

The first and youngest bishop to serve the Diocese of Superior 

1914 Appointed Bishop of the Diocese of Spokane 

February 7, 1937, Bishop Schinner died of pneumonia at St. Mary's Hospital in Milwaukee. 

 

2. Bishop Joseph Maria Koudelka (1913-1921) 

Bishop during World War I 

Bishop Koudelka died on June 24, 1921, at his residence in Superior.  

 

3. Bishop Joseph Gabriel Pinten (1922-1926) 

Bishop lays cornerstone for new cathedral 

1926 Appointed the new bishop of Grand Rapids, MI. 

He moved back to Marquette, where he died on November 6, 1945, at age 78  

 

4. Bishop Theodore Henry Reverman (1926-1941) 

Bishop celebrated the first Mass at the cathedral on December 25, 1927.  

July 18, 1941, Bishop Reverman, 63, died at his home and the first bishop laid to rest at the 

diocesan cemetery, Calvary Cemetery. 

 

5. Bishop William Patrick O'Connor (1942-1946) 

Bishop during World War II        

After three years and 20 days he was assigned Bishop of the newly created Diocese of Madison 

July 13, 1973, Bishop O'Connor he died in a Madison hospital. 

 

6. Bishop Albert Gregory Meyer (1946-1953) 

Only bishop having served in Superior who went on to become a Cardinal 

1953 he was appointed archbishop of Milwaukee; 1958 was appointed him archbishop of 

Chicago, 1959 he was elevated to the College of Cardinals, Chicago 

April 9, 1965 he died at Chicago’s Mercy Hospital  

 

7. Bishop Joseph John Annabring (1954-1959) 

Native son of the diocese "hand-picked" by his predecessor 

The consecration took place March 25, 1954, at the Cathedral of Christ the King, the first such 

ceremony to be held there 

August 27, 1959 he died unexpectedly of heart failure 

 

8. Bishop Msgr. George Albert Hammes (1960-1985) 

Bishop of Superior who participated in Vatican II and implemented many of its reforms 

November 1979, Bishop Hammes welcomed the appointment of a coadjutor bishop, Bishop 

Raphael M. Fliss. He retired on June 27, 1985 

April 11, 1993, he died Easter Sunday at St. Joseph's Nursing Home in La Crosse. 
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9. Bishop Raphael Michael Fliss (1979-2007) 

Bishop of Superior who served longest tenure 

June 27, 1985, Bishop Hammes retired and Bishop Fliss automatically succeeded him. 

Bishop Fliss retired in 2007 having reached the mandatory 75 year old age limit.  

September 21, 2015, Bishop Fliss passed away at the age of 84. 

 

10. Bishop  Peter Forsyth Christensen (2007- 2014) 

During the seven years he served as Bishop of Superior, he ordained 10 men to priesthood, 22 

men to Permanent Diaconate and welcomed 7 religious order priests and 13 priests from India. 

December 17, 2014, he was installed as new Bishop of the Diocese of Boise, Idaho.  

 

11. Bishop elect Very Reverend James Patrick Powers 

Second native son of the Diocese of Superior as Bishop, born in Baldwin and graduated from 

Hammond High School. 

He has served as diocesan administrator for the Diocese of Superior since December 2014. 

February 18, 2016, he will be consecrated and installed as Bishop of the Diocese of Superior. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

   

                  Office of Catholic Formation,  Diocese of Superior 2016.     

Objects Associated with Catholic Bishops 
 

 

Cathedra (kuh-THEE-druh) – the bishop's chair. It is the symbol of his role of chief 

teacher and pastor of the local church. The word is Greek and means chair.  

 

 

Cathedral - the principal church of a diocese that contains the 

bishop's cathedra.  In the Diocese of Superior, it is the 

Cathedral of Christ the King, Superior WI. 

 

 

 

Chrism – is a specially perfumed olive oil that the bishop consecrates at the annual Chrism 

Mass during holy week.  This chrism is used at baptism and confirmation in all parishes of 

the diocese.  It is also used for ordinations and for the dedication of new churches. 

 

 

Crosier or crozier (KROH zher) – is a staff, like a shepherd's crook, carried by a  

bishop as a symbol of his office.  It recalls the bishop's role as shepherd of God's 

people.  Sometimes a crosier has a cross instead of a crook at the end.   

 

 

 

Episcopal ring – a ring signifies the bishop's bond or symbolic marriage to Christ's church.   

 

 

Miter (MY-ter) – is a pointed, two-sided headdress worn by bishops at liturgical 

celebrations. It is one of the primary symbols of the bishop's role, along with the crosier 

and ring. 

 

 

Pallium – a circular band of wool with two pendants, worn by a bishop. It is worn around 

the neck, with one pendant in front, the other in back. The bishop receives the pallium from the 

pope.  It is a symbol of the bishop's duties to shepherd the flock and to foster 

communion with the pope.   

 

 

Pectoral cross – is a cross that a bishop wears on a chain around the neck.  When 

wearing a suit, a bishop may place the cross in his left pocket, so the chain is visible 

suspended across his shirt.  

 

 

Zucchetto (zoo-KET-oh) - a skull cap worn by bishops (purple), cardinals 

(red), and pope (white). 
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Questions about Bishops in the Catholic Church 
 

 

1.  What is the role of a bishop in the Catholic Church? 

 

Bishops are successors of the apostles and, in their own diocese; they are the chief teachers, 

sanctifiers and shepherds of God's people.  

 

"Each bishop works in his particular diocese in a priestly, shepherding and teaching role.  He 

possesses the fullness of the priesthood and so is the principal celebrant of the Sacraments, 

especially the Eucharist, by which the Church grows in holiness and union with Christ.  He is 

also the chief shepherd of the diocese and so is responsible for compassionate and loving 

governance of the people entrusted to him.  And he is the chief teacher of his diocese, 

responsible for authentic proclamation of the Gospel."  (USCCA 133) 

 

Beyond his own diocese, a bishop has a role in the universal Church.   Ordination integrates him 

into the College of Bishops in communion with the Pope.  He exercises his ministry collegially 

and shares with the pope and the other bishops care for the whole Church.   

 

This follows the example of the apostles who were chosen and sent out together by Christ.  Just 

as St. Peter and the other apostles formed a single apostolic college, so the bishops, successors of 

the apostles united with Peter's successor, the Pope, form one episcopal college to shepherd and 

teach the Church today.   

 

Bishops do not act in the name of the pope, but exercise their ministry "personally in the name of 

Christ."   "Bishops should not be thought of as vicars of the Pope," although they exercise their 

authority "in communion with the whole Church under the guidance of the Pope."  The Pope's 

authority does not conflict with that of bishops, but defends and confirms their authority.   
(CCC 895) 
 

Bishops are referred to as successors of the apostles, vicars of Christ, and shepherds of the 

church.   

 

 

2.  Where does the word "bishop" come from?  Are bishops mentioned in the Bible? 

 

The word "bishop" has its roots in the Greek word επίσκοπος (episkopos).  The prefix epi means 

"over," skopeo means "to look or watch."  So, episkopos is an overseer, someone who watches 

over others.  This was a term used for early church leaders.   In Latin, the word became 

episcopus; in old English, bisceop; finally in English, bishop. 

 

In the New Testament, passages that mention bishops in the early church include Acts 20:28, 

Philippians 1:1, I Timothy 3:2, and Titus 1:7.  In these passages, επίσκοπος is rendered as 

"bishop" or as "overseer" depending on which translation of the Bible is used. 
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The adjective episcopal derives from επίσκοπος and means "of, or relating to bishops."  

Likewise, episcopacy and episcopate refer to the position of bishop or to the bishops collectively. 

 

 

3.  What is a diocese?  What is an archdiocese? 

 

A diocese is a territorial division of the church under the care and authority of a bishop.  It is a 

geographic area and the community of Christians who live there.  A diocese is made up of local 

communities of Catholics called parishes. 

 

An archdiocese is the chief diocese in a group of neighboring dioceses.  It may be prominent 

because of its history, large population, or influence.  Often an archdiocese is the diocese that 

first existed in a region before other dioceses were established in the area. 

 

A group of dioceses, including the local archdiocese, is called a province. 

 

The Archdiocese of Milwaukee is the archdiocese for the ecclesiastical Province of Milwaukee 

which comprises the entire state of Wisconsin.  There are five dioceses in the province: Diocese 

of Green Bay, Diocese of LaCrosse, Diocese of Superior, Diocese of Madison and the 

Archdiocese of Milwaukee. 

 

 

4.  What is the difference between a bishop and an archbishop? 

 

A bishop who is entrusted with the pastoral care of a diocese is a diocesan bishop.  A diocesan 

bishop who is entrusted with care of an archdiocese is an archbishop.   

 

An archbishop is also called the metropolitan archbishop when referring to his role as head of the 

province.  In this capacity, he has certain limited obligations and authority with respect to the 

other dioceses in his province. 

 

 

5.  If a diocesan bishop or archbishop is the chief teacher and shepherd in a diocese, is 

there more than one bishop in Milwaukee? 

 

Each diocese has only one diocesan bishop or archbishop.  But a diocese may have one or more 

auxiliary bishops.  An auxiliary bishop is appointed as a full-time assistant to the diocesan 

bishop.  

 

An auxiliary bishop is also called a titular bishop. Not having his own diocese to oversee, he is 

named as head of a titular see, that is, a city that was once seat of a diocese but no longer is.  He 

is bishop of that place in title only, thus a titular bishop.  His actual ministry and concern is for 

the diocese in which he is appointed as an auxiliary. 
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6.  Most Reverend James Patrick Powers, is the 11
th

 Bishop of Superior, the previous 10 

Bishops were: 

 

In chronological order, the Bishops of Superior were Bishops Augustine Francis Schinner, 

Joseph Maria Koudelka, Joseph Gabriel Pinten, Theodore Henry Reverman, William Patrick 

O'Connor, Albert Gregory Meyer, Joseph John Annabring, George Albert Hammes, Raphael 

Michael Fliss, and Peter Forsyth Christensen 

 

 

7.  What is the difference between installation and ordination of a bishop? 

 

Ordination is the liturgical rite that confers the sacrament of Holy Orders.  In the case of 

episcopal ordination, it confers the fullness of the sacrament and makes one a bishop. 

 

When a bishop is transferred from one diocese to become the bishop of another diocese, he is 

received by the community of the new diocese at the cathedral.  Already a bishop, he now 

becomes the bishop or archbishop of that particular diocese.  This installation includes his ritual 

reception in the cathedral and the public reading of his letter of appointment.   

 

 

8.   What is the relationship between priests and bishops?  What is the relationship of 

deacons to the bishop?   

 

Priests are co-workers with the bishops, ordained to preach the Gospel, celebrate the sacraments, 

and shepherd the faithful.  They are united with the bishops in priestly dignity and, at the same 

time, depend on them in the exercise of their pastoral functions.  The priests of a diocese form 

around their bishop the presbyterium which shares responsibility with him for the local Church. 

A priest is appointed by the bishop to the pastoral care of a parish or to some other ministry.  

 

Deacons are assistants to the bishop, ordained for service in the Church.  They do not receive the 

ministerial priesthood, but their diaconal ordination confers on them important functions in the 

ministries of the word, worship, and charity.  They carry out these functions under the authority 

of their bishop. 

 

The sacrament of Holy Orders is composed of these three degrees – the episcopate, the 

presbyterate and the diaconate. Thus the hierarchy of the Church consists of bishops, priests and 

deacons.   

 

 

9.  What is the sacramental role of a bishop? 

Bishops, like priests, celebrate the Eucharist, baptize, celebrate the sacrament of penance and 

reconciliation, witness marriages, and anoint the sick.  Bishops confer the sacrament of holy 

orders and are able to ordain deacons, priests and bishops.  Bishops are the original ministers of 

confirmation, though priests may confirm when delegated or when liturgical law indicates.  Only 

bishops consecrate chrism, the holy oil used at baptism, confirmation and ordinations.   
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10.  Where can I learn more about Catholic Bishops? 

 

Doctrinal Information 

Three catechisms present the Catholic teaching on the hierarchy of the church, the ministry of 

bishops, and the sacrament of holy orders. 

 

 Catechism of the Catholic Church (CCC), paragraphs 874-896: The Hierarchical 

Constitution of the Church and 1555-1561: Episcopal Ordination. 

 

 Compendium of the Catechism of the Catholic Church, 174-187 and 326-327. 

 

 United States Catholic Catechism for Adults (USCCA), Chapter 11: The Four Marks of 

the Church, and Chapter 20: Holy Orders 

 

Documents of Vatican II and of Pope John Paul II also present Catholic teaching on bishops. 

 

Lumen Gentium, Dogmatic Constitution on the Church, esp. #20-27, Vatican II  

Christus Dominus, Decree on the Pastoral Office of Bishops, Vatican II 

Pastores Gregis, Apostolic Exhortation on the Bishop, Pope John Paul II (2003)   

 

 

Diocesan, Historical and Biographical Information 
 

For information about the bishops of the Diocese of Superior: 

 Diocese of Superior website: http://catholicdos.org/  

Former bishops of Superior: http://catholicdos.org/history  

 

For information about the Cathedral of Christ the King: 

 Cathedral Website: http://www.superiorcathedral.org/   

Cathedral Tour: http://www.superiorcathedral.org/history.html  

 

For information on dioceses and bishops of the United States, and definitions of terms: 

 United States Conference of Catholic Bishops: www.usccb.org 

US Bishops and Dioceses: www.usccb.org/about/bishops-and-dioceses/all-dioceses.cfm  

Glossary of Catholic Terms:  www.usccb.org/about/media-relations/glossary/  

http://www.vatican.va/archive/ENG0015/_INDEX.HTM
http://www.vatican.va/archive/compendium_ccc/documents/archive_2005_compendium-ccc_en.html
http://www.vatican.va/archive/hist_councils/ii_vatican_council/documents/vat-ii_const_19641121_lumen-gentium_en.html
http://www.vatican.va/archive/hist_councils/ii_vatican_council/documents/vat-ii_decree_19651028_christus-dominus_en.html
http://www.vatican.va/holy_father/john_paul_ii/apost_exhortations/documents/hf_jp-ii_exh_20031016_pastores-gregis_en.html
http://catholicdos.org/
http://catholicdos.org/history
http://www.superiorcathedral.org/
http://www.superiorcathedral.org/history.html
http://www.usccb.org/
http://www.usccb.org/about/bishops-and-dioceses/all-dioceses.cfm
http://www.usccb.org/about/media-relations/glossary/
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Diocese of Wisconsin 



 

 

 

 
 

Diocese of Superior ~ 2015 - 2016                                                                                       
Open to all lay people with a heart of service and passion for the common good. 

 

All sessions are on Saturdays from 8:30 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. at St. Anthony’s in Tony, 

Wisconsin.           Cost: $35 per session or $90 for all three 

October 17, 2015 Spirituality: Individual and Communal                 
                                    Our spiritual life is important: both individually and communally as people  

                                       of faith. Join this session to explore more deeply who you are at your core,  

                                       how to develop your personal spiritual life, as well as to enter more fully into  

                                       the spiritual life of the local faith community and Church as a whole. 
 

 April 16, 2016  Moral & Ethical Leadership                      

         This session will explore basic dimensions of living a moral life, i.e. what 

                        does it mean to be moral, how can a moral life be developed and so on.        

                                           It will also provide informative and practical applications regarding how  

          to make moral and ethical decisions in leadership positions. 
 

 June 18, 2016       Service Emersion  

         Burying the dead is a Corporal Work of Mercy. This service immersion 

      opportunity will help maintain and beautify the cemetery, an eternal  

      place of rest, that serves the St. Anthony de Padua faith community in  

      Tony, WI. 
 

--------------------------------------------        Cut and Return        --------------------------------------------- 

Lay Ministry Enrichment 2015-16 – Diocese of Superior 
 

Name __________________________________  Parish/City______________________ 

Address: _____________________  City:__________  State: ______   Zip Code______ 

Phone:___________________________  E-mail Address:_________________________ 

______I will be attending all three sessions 

______I will only be attending the following               

 session/s   ___  October 17, 2015 

                       ___  April 16, 2016 

                       ___  June 18, 2016  

          Amount enclosed: $______________ 

Pat Pintens   

 Fr. Dennis Mullen   

Deacon Craig 

Voldberg 

  

Please return registration portion along with fees to:                                           

   Ms. Chris Newkirk / Lay Ministry Enrichment                                 

 Diocese of Superior                                                                                          

 P.O. Box 969                                                                                        

 Superior WI, 54880 

No Later than October 1, 2015 

 



PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT DAYS IN 2015-2016   
 
The Director of Ecclesial Ministries and Diocesan Consultation, Chris Newkirk, is once again 

pleased to be providing three new opportunities for Pastors, Parish Life Coordinators/Parish Directors, 

Deacons, Religious Sisters, Parish Catechetical Leader (Principals, Teachers, DREs, CREs, Youth Ministers) 

– and Parish Leadership Teams (to include any and all parish leaders) to learn and grow together in 2015-

2016. These offerings are in response to numerous requests for opportunities for more extensive training and 

leadership development.  All individual leaders are welcome to attend, however it is hoped that you will take 

advantage of these opportunities by attending as an entire parish leadership team.   
 

1.  October 15, 2015 “Faith Rooted in the Family”   
Chris Newkirk and panel of Perm. Deacons  This session will explore insights from Pope Francis 
regarding a faith that is modeled and lived within the family, as well as to give practical ways in which 
the Christian family can provide gradual and meaningful expression toward a mature faith life.    

 [Continuing Formation - 4 hrs.] 

 
2.  January 21, 2016 “New Evangelization: It’s Not a Program; It’s a Process”   

Dr. Kate Wiskus, formerly of Mudelein Seminary  “Go therefore and make disciples…” Come with us on 

a journey of enrichment based on the New Evangelization, foundations for discipleship and the 
understanding of a personal faith journey that is rooted in process rather than programming.     
[Continuing Formation - 4hrs.] 

 
3. April 21, 2016 “Healthy Parish Leaders, Leading Healthy Parish Communities”  

Gary Harrison and Ray Swatkowski of Pinacle Ministries  The faith life of parish leadership at all levels 
is often mirrored by the faith community. Discover a scripturally based vision of healthy leadership, 
giving inspiration and authentic witness to a healthy faith community: to help empower all levels of 
leadership within the Church, encourage active participation of the mission of the Gospel, fostering the 
notion that everyone can do “something” – helping folks recognize what their “something” is, giving 

hope to the future with a community plan; concepts and practical strategies for implementing growth.     
[Continuing Formation - 4hrs.] 

 

Schedule for all three development days 
9:30 – 10:00 a.m. Registration, Gathering & 

Hospitality 

10:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. Session Begins, Lunch 

will be provided on site 

St. Joseph Parish Center in Hayward 

$10 per participant or $30 per team of 4 or 

more for a single session  

For more information contact Chris Newkirk at 

715-394-0204 or cnewkirk@catholicdos.org 
 

*Special discount pricing for attending all three days. See registration portion below.   
 

-------- Return to: John McLoughlin or Chris Newkirk ----------- *Due two weeks before each session ------ 

                                 P.O. Box 969, Superior WI 54880             
 

Individual Name ____________________________________________ E-mail______________________________ 
 

Or Names of All Parish Team Members Attending: ______________________________________________________ 
 

________________________________________________________________________________       
   
Parish/City_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Contact Number____________________________________   Cell Phone___________________________________ 
 

We/I will attend the following Professional Development Days: 
 

_____1. Faith Rooted in the Family (October 15)                 ____Number attending    Amount $______ 
 

_____2. New Evangelization… (January 21)        ____Number attending    Amount $______ 
 

_____3. Healthy Parish Leaders… (April 21)    ____Number attending    Amount $______ 
  

*Special Discount when registering for all three days before Oct. 1, 2015: 
 

_____ We/I will be attending all three sessions       _____ Individuals ($20 for all three days)    
    

_____ As a team ($75 for all three days for teams of 4 or more     TOTAL AMOUNT ENCLOSED: $ ________________ 

mailto:cnewkirk@catholicdos.org


What is the Catechesis  

of the Good Shepherd? 
CGS is a Montessori-based  

Catholic faith formation program where 

children can grow in their relationship with 

God through a deep engagement  

in Scripture and liturgy. 

 

God and the Child 
CGS is based on the belief that  

God and the child are already in 

relationship. Our work as adults  

is to provide a place for the child and God 

to come together and grow. 

 

The Atrium and Materials 
The atrium is a specially prepared room 

where children can come to know Jesus, 

the Good Shepherd. The atrium is 

prepared with materials that children work 

with as a way of meditating upon the 

essentials of our faith found in Scripture 

and in liturgy. Examples of materials found 

in the atrium include small clay figures of 

Jesus and the disciples used to meditate on 

the Last Supper; detailed interactive maps 

of the Land of Israel and the City of 

Jerusalem to help situate Jesus as a real 

person in time; Jerusalem Mustard Seeds 

and beautiful pearls to help ponder the 

Parables of the Kingdom of God;  

and a small Baptismal font and  

Paschal candle used to explore  

the significance of Baptism. 

Formation Leader 
Carolyn Kohlhaas is a nationally  

recognized Formation Leader for CGS.  

She received her Bachelor of Arts Degree  

in Theology and in Religious Education  

from Franciscan University of Steubenville  

in 2005.  She received both her AMI Primary 

and Elementary Level Certifications from  

the Montessori Training Center of 

Minnesota and is certified in all three levels 
of the Catechesis of the Good Shepherd 

(CGS). Carolyn is the Lead Catechist  

at The Way of the Shepherd Montessori 

School in Blaine, MN and works with area 

parishes in their implementation of CGS.  

 

carolyn.kohlhaas@gmail.com 

The Catechesis of the 

Good Shepherd 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Level I, Part I 

Formation Course 
 

For catechists working  

with children ages 3-6 

“If God is presented to the 

child through tangible and 

meaningful activities,  

it will do more for the child 

than just arouse interest;  

it will create in the child  

a sense of joy,  

admiration, and wonder.” 

~Maria Montessori 



Course Description 
The Catechesis of the Good Shepherd is 

a Montessori-based religious formation 

program for children, beginning at the 

age of three. It seeks to create and 

facilitate a sacred, “hands-on” space for 

children called an atrium, in which both 

the children and their catechists can 

hear, ponder, and celebrate the most 

essential mysteries of the Catholic faith 

as revealed in the Scriptures and the 

Liturgy. Originally developed in Rome by 

Sofia Cavalletti and Gianna Gobbi fifty 

years ago, the Catechesis continues to 

spread world-wide. This course will 

ground the participant in the theory and 

praxis of CGS while also concretely 

preparing him/her to develop and 

facilitate an atrium for 3-6 year old 

children. 
 

Course Objectives 
 To explore with participants the 

general developmental characteristics 

and religious characteristics of the 3-6 

year old child. 

 To facilitate meditation on the biblical 

and liturgical themes of CGS. 

 To offer guidelines and assistance to 

catechists for setting up an atrium for 

3-6 year olds, preparing an album, and 

making materials. 

 To deepen participants’ ability to 

observe and learn from children while 

also exploring avenues for deepening 

parental and congregational ability to 

observe and learn from children. 

Time: 
9:00 am—4:30pm 

 

Level I, Part I Dates: 

August 8th—13th, 2016 

 

Level I, Part II Dates: 
Summer, 2017 

 

Location: 
St. Pius X 

11651 US-53 

Solon Springs, WI 54873 

 

Tuition: 
Level I, Part I: $200 

Level I, Part II: $200 

 

 

Send registration 

 information to: 
 

Jodi Cosgrove 

St. Pius X 

P.O. Box 303 

Solon Springs, WI 54873 
 

Or  
 

jmcosgrove@yahoo.com 

 Catechesis of the Good Shepherd  

 Level I, Part I  

(August 8th—13th, 2016) 

St. Pius X  

Registration Form 
(Please write checks to St. Pius X Parish) 

 
 
 
 

Name: _____________________________ 

 

 

Address:  ___________________________ 

 

  

City/State/Zip: _______________________ 

 

 

Phone:  ____________________________ 

 

 

Home Parish/City: ____________________ 

 

 

Denomination: _______________________ 

 
 

E-mail: _____________________________ 

 

 

Intended Use: (Are you taking this training in 

order to help minister at your home parish / 

school / for personal  formation / etc.) 

 

 

__________________________________ 

 

 

__________________________________ 



WDREF
Wisconsin Directors of  Relig ious Education Federation

WDREF
Wisconsi n Directors of Religious Education F ederati on

 

 

 

 

 

 

2016 Scholarship Application 
 

Application Deadline:  March 15, 2016 

 

Eligibility Criteria 
Applicants must be  

 a member of a local diocesan organization in the state of Wisconsin.  (WDREF Board members 

may apply.) 

 actively engaged in the religious education ministry in the state of Wisconsin. 

 intending to remain in the religious education field for at least two more years 

 committed to their own professional development, i.e., working towards certification, continuing 

education units, or a bachelor’s, master’s or postgraduate degree in a field related to religious 

education ministry. 

 

First consideration will be given to applicants who have not been awarded a WDREF scholarship in 

the last 2 years. 

 
Please type or print legibly. 

A.  Personal Information 
 

Name_________________________________________________ 

Address____________________________________________________________________ 

Home Telephone__________________________ Office Phone_____________________ 

 

Parish Name____________________________________________ 

Parish Address_______________________________________________________________ 

 

Current Title____________________________________________ 

Total Years of Service:  ______Full-time ______Part-time    ______Volunteer 

 

Membership with (indicate number of years): 
______DARE ______ MDREO ______Mareda ______ ProCLAYM ______SUMMIT 

 

Record of Employment.  Please begin with current position. 

  Place      Position     Dates of Service 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

B.  Educational Goals in field of Religious Education 
____Bachelor     ____Master  ____Doctorate 

____Professional Development ____Certification ____Continuing Educ. 

 

 



C.  Membership in Church, Civic, Local, State, or National Organizations 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 

D.  How do you see this scholarship furthering your ministry in catechetical leadership? 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

E.  Program / Course Information 

Name and address of institution where this scholarship will be used: 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Describe the course(s) for which you are registering: 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

F.  Need for Assistance 

What is the total cost of this course(s)?  $__________ 

Does your parish budget allot monies for continuing education?  ___No    ___Yes, for $_____ 

 

Amount of funding you need:  $________  When is payment due?___________________ 

   (Maximum: $500) 

Why do you feel you need financial assistance? 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

G.  Statements of Recommendation 

In addition to completing this form, you must also secure a letter of recommendation from 

each of the following three people.  All letters of recommendation should be forwarded with 

this application to the address below. 

1. A diocesan staff person in the religious education department 

2. Another DRE or Coordinator 

3. A parish staff member with whom you’ve worked within the last five years 

Incomplete applications will not be considered, so please submit this completed form 

and all letters of recommendation by the deadline of March 15. 

 

Please mail this application with the three letters of recommendation to: 
        Gwen Nies 

St John the Baptist 
PO Box 7 
Webster WI 54893 
sjff@centurytel.net 




