
 

 

 

 

 

A Year of Faith for a Life-time of Transformation 
 

By:  Christine Newkirk 

 

 The Holy Father, Pope Benedict XVI has 

proclaimed October 11, 2012 through November 

24, 2013 as “The Year of Faith,” with a personal and 

collective invite to each of us to rise to the task of 

being more fully “Joy-filled witnesses of Christ.”  He 

proposes that this can be accomplished through 1) 

the fundamental principles of faith and our belief in 

the Holy Trinity; 2) a renewed relationship and 

attention to our encounters with Christ as those 

experiences relate to our faith and as credible 

witnesses of discipleship to others; and 3)  a deeper 

commitment to Church, particularly in our 

understanding of creed, as well as in our regular 

attendance at Mass and participation in the 

Eucharist. 

 In his 2011 Apostolic Letter, Porta 

Fidei, Pope Benedict XVI points out 

that “faith grows when it is lived as an 

experience of love received and when 

it is communicated as an experience 

of grace and joy.  It makes us fruitful, 

because it expands our hearts in hope 

and enables us to bear life-giving 

witness: indeed, it opens the hearts 

and minds of those who listen to the 

Lord’s invitation to adhere to his word and become 

disciples.”  

 

A Big Year…  Serious bird watchers will often take 

time off from their career and the normal routines 

of their lives for what they call “A Big Year” -  a year 

of dedication to finding the rare and often missed 

species and discovering what makes them unique in 

the world of birds.  They travel high and low; far and 

wide; as they devote their time and resources to 

finding as many unique feathered friends as 

possible. Sometimes it even becomes a quest for 

individual fame, fortune and prestige as they locate 

the rarest of fowl or the most of the rare 

throughout that year.  Sometimes they want to hold 

the secret as to where each was spotted; giving 

them a specific wisdom that no one else seems to 

have.   

 There is something to be learned from the avid 

bird watcher.  What if we were to dedicate this 

entire year, as the Pope suggests, to discovering the 

deeper essence of our faith; to exploring the unique 

aspects of the Holy Trinity; to 

committing ourselves to Mass and the 

reception of the Eucharist more fully; 

to truly live the Creed - making this A 

Big Year of learning, growth and 

sharing our faith with others? Unlike 

some of the bird watchers on A Big 

Year who get too absorbed in finding 

the rare and keeping that information 

to themselves for the promise of fame 

or fortune, as Catholics we understand 

that we are communal and sacramental people.  We 

want to share the wisdom and be sure that 

everyone recognizes the signs and can take part in 

the experience of the divine.  We want to be sure 

that everyone can find God, meet Christ at a 

personal level, and be compelled by the Spirit to 

respond in gratitude, awe, and service - to be living 

witnesses to the rare but real unconditional love 
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that we receive and know must in turn be shared 

again, and again and again.  What if we discover 

along the journey that the reward is actually the gift 

of being made worthy of the kingdom and sharing 

that with everyone we meet? 

 

Three in One… The Holy Trinity offers us deep 

insight into the communal and unifying essence of 

who we are as Catholics and how we respond in 

faith.  The Father provides us with the plan 

(Creator); the Son gives us the gift of example 

(Redeemer); and the Spirit guides us in our 

response (Sanctifier); all as a sign of unconditional 

and inseparable love.   

 Consider this year how you are attentive to the 

Father’s plan for you to be in partnership with Him 

to make His kingdom known throughout the world -

-- each of us holds a piece of the plan.  As you grow 

deeper in your relationship with the Son, what 

more can you learn from His example and His 

request of you to go make disciples of all nations --- 

to evangelize and catechesis more fully; to give 

witness to the reality of your own “Jesus 

experiences?”  How will you call upon the Spirit to 

give you a clear path and understanding of where 

you might need to respond more actively and allow 

your gifts to serve the common good?  Your piece of 

the plan must be shared --- unconditionally! 

 

I Believe… In one God, who is real and who can be 

visible to the world through who we are and how 

we respond to it. While yet more is to be revealed 

throughout time --- He continues to create.  We 

understand that as our Savior, Christ was given in 

love and remains in love for eternity. Our 

understanding and personal experience of His 

Paschal presence in the world and our acceptance 

of His mission continues to shed light in the 

darkness.  We look to His Mother Mary as a means 

of claiming our own “yes” so that we too may be 

intimately involved in the glory of the kingdom here 

and now. The Spirit breathes life into each of us to 

be prophetic and identify where God needs to be 

recognized more fully. He can be seen if we only but 

seek Him in every part of our being.   

 One Church; rooted in the very Baptism and 

core of belief which was handed down from the 

incarnate Christ over 2000 years ago --- joined still 

in universal holiness and that one legacy of healing 

– reunite us to God’s original love for humanity -  

letting go of a culture of death, and embracing the 

promise of what is to come.   

 If we truly believe what we profess then the 

world should notice. Throughout this year, find the 

courage to become more noticeable because of 

what you believe and how you live that belief.  We 

are not in this alone; our piece of enfleshing the 

plan is complimentary to everyone else’s piece of 

the plan.  Explore new avenues in which to be in a 

communion of faith with others. Believe and act in 

one accord.  

 

Lord I am not Worthy... We have been counted 

worthy by the Father, as evidenced through the gift 

of the Son and the endless grace poured forth by 

the Spirit. It is not earned; it is truly a gift, 



manifested by unconditional covenant love. Christ 

does not wait for our invite into our lives; He invites 

Himself.  He is available and present wherever we 

dwell. It is our task then to be humble enough to 

accept the gift and to continue to receive Christ in 

the Eucharist and participate in the communion 

(Mass) of those gathered to celebrate this gift of 

salvation.  This demonstrates our gratitude.  Real 

gratitude manifests itself through acknowledging 

that others are worthy of our love, care, time, 

concern and shared resources, and without the 

need to earn it.  Throughout this year, imagine ways 

in which you can demonstrate your gratitude and 

unearned-worthiness by helping someone in need 

or simply by being present to them --- introducing 

them to the person of Christ and getting to know 

Christ better through someone else’s perspective. 

 

Transformation for a Lifetime… There are 

certainly things that we need to be attentive to as 

individuals as we seek to become whole and holy in 

this Year of Faith and throughout our entire lives.  

However, there is so much more that can be done 

together that we cannot do alone.  Jesus taught in 

small and large groups. Rarely do we hear of an 

individual formation session so to speak.  Jesus 

understood the benefit of collective wisdom and 

common experience in order to perpetuate deep 

understanding and the engaging of a genuine 

response. He also sent the apostles out to 

evangelize, catechize and heal in pairs. As we learn 

and grow more each day into who God created us 

to be, as we define our relationship with and 

apprentice ourselves to Christ and seek the Spirits 

guidance, we become more authentically self.  As 

we become more authentically self, rooted in 

Christ, we automatically begin to reach out to 

others more, we become Christ for others, while 

also allowing others to be Christ for us.  By our 

being true to God’s calling and His unique gifts to us 

and as they are shared with others, we give others 

permission and example to do the same.   

 As we explore and live into the unique aspects 

of being Catholic - through scripture, doctrine, 

tradition, sacraments, right relationships with 

others, lived experience of the gospel, major 

themes of Catholic social teaching, civil discourse, 

common ground and active service to others - we 

are inseparable from the person of Christ in the 

Eucharist.  We are inseparable for our baptismal 

calling and connection to others, and from the 

experience of being transformed.  We are 

transformed because we know that we are part of 

something larger than ourselves; part of something 

whole and holy.  Consider how we allow ourselves 

to be transformed in this one year, in which we set 

aside for the extraordinary exploration of faith, how 

it can transform our future in faith.  Imagine how a 

collective and shared experience of transformation 

creates synergy to perpetuate immediate and 

eternal transformation --- an unquenchable 

communal desire to reveal and exemplify God, 

Christ and the Spirit for every generation. 

 

How can I Keep from Singing… Authentic 

transformation leads to authentic joy.  We cannot 

be genuinely changed without others noticing it and 

without us wanting to share it with others. We 

understand then what is important; we rid 

ourselves of unnecessary worry and the fruitless 

pursuit of selfish things.  We seek only that which is 

good for all of us collectively. We are Eucharistic 

people; thankful, loving and responsive. Like Paul, 

once we have been changed and know the deep 

essence of Christ’s shared mission with us, we 

cannot keep from singing!  We can do nothing but 

be “joy-filled witness to Christ” for life! 

 

Christine Newkirk is the Director of Ecclesial Ministries & 

Diocesan Consultation for the Diocese of Superior 
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What's in a Name? 
By:  Peggy Schoenfuss 

 

 What do I call the program that my parish provides 

for public school children and youth?  What do I call the 

parish offerings for adults?  Who leads these programs?  

Who teaches these programs?  Why are there so many 

different titles? 

 Over the past 70 years, the Catholic Church has been 

evaluating and experimenting with best practices for 

teaching the faith.  Different models of instruction and 

faith sharing have been developed over this time.  Going 

back to the time before Vatican II, the Catholic Church 

did not have the need for “catechism classes” as we do 

today.  People lived a “Catholic life” – through their 

home life, devotions, traditions and weekly Mass.  With 

Vatican II’s changes of “full active and conscious 

participation in the liturgy and the call for lay people to 

engage the world and contribute to it from 

their faith” there was a strong need for a 

new catechesis for not only children but 

adults.     

 Because the Church was being called to 

not only help Catholics know the facts about 

the faith, but also encounter Christ through 

a conversion of heart, catechetical programs 

have emerged with varying formats.  

Blessed Pope John Paul II called for catechesis to “put 

people not only in touch but in communion, in intimacy, 

with Jesus Christ”.  Through these changes and 

challenges, the Church has been led to modify the 

terminology used for parish programs to embrace what 

is actually being done. 
 

Faith Formation is a term that envisions a process of 

formation in faith from birth to death.  It is a lifelong 

process.  Faith Formation encompasses all ages - infants, 

children, youth, young adults, adults, and elderly.  It 

brings all participants into a closer relationship with 

Jesus Christ by bringing all the faithful together to learn, 

share and participate in the Catholic Church.  Faith 

Formation means that we are always learning through 

the Holy Spirit, the Word of God, prayer, liturgy and 

God’s presence in our lives. 
 

Religious Education usually implies traditional classroom 

instruction.  This is a process where children and youth 

are brought together to learn, share and participate in 

the faith on a limited basis.  This term replaced CCD to 

describe what we actually do - educate for religion. 

 

CCD (Confraternity of Christian Doctrine) is a specific 

organization that has written materials for use in 

instruction. The Confraternity of Christian Doctrine was 

an association established in 1562 in Rome for the 

purpose of providing religious education.  In its more 

modern usage, CCD became the term used for the 

religious teaching program of the Catholic Church. These 

classes are taught to school age children to learn the 

basic doctrines of their faith. It was later replaced with 

the term Religious Education. 
 

Catechism means 1) oral instruction, 2) a manual for 

catechizing, and 3) a set of formal questions put as a 

test.  It was a term used when instruction was only done 

by rote memory.  It now refers to the resource published 

in the 1990s where the facts of the faith are 

available to all in the Catechism of the Catholic 

Church (CCC). 
 

Catechesis is Greek for "to echo the 

Gospel".  This means that we pass on the 

message of Jesus Christ.  Catechesis is an 

education of children, young people and adults 

in the faith of the Church through the teaching 

of Christian doctrine in an organic and systematic way to 

make them disciples of Jesus Christ.  (CCC 5, 426-427) 
 

Catechist is a person who performs the ministry of 

catechesis in the Church.  Besides teachers in a religious 

education program, teachers in the schools, those 

preparing married couples for the sacrament, and those 

who take communion to shut-ins are also considered 

catechists. 
 

Parish Catechetical Leader (PCL) is a person in the parish 

that holds a leadership position to assist the pastor in 

carrying out the catechetical mission of the parish. This 

individual may hold a title such as DRE (Director of 

Religious Education), CRE (Coordinator of Religious 

Education), DFF (Director of Faith Formation), YM (Youth 

Minister) or Principal. 
 

Sources:  

Huebsch, Bill. The Emerging Vision of Lifelong Faith Formation in the Catholic 

Church.  Lifelong Faith, Spring 2008. 

Valerie Noll,  Faith Formation Coordinator, Parish of St. Genevieve, Centerville, 

MN, http://stgens.org/Faith%20Formation 

%20Program/Faith%20Formation/Family%20Handbook%2011-12.pdf 

 

Peggy Schoenfuss is the Director of Catholic Formation for the 

Diocese of Superior. 



The Two Millennium OThe Two Millennium OThe Two Millennium OThe Two Millennium Old ld ld ld     
New EvangelizationNew EvangelizationNew EvangelizationNew Evangelization    

By: Joanie McKeown

What's “new” about the “New Evangelization”?  A lot!   

 Evangelization is the sharing of the Gospel message 

with those who have never heard it.  The New 

Evangelization adds another dimension.  It is a re-sharing 

of the Gospel message in ways that help those who have 

already heard and accepted it to deepen their 

relationship with God through the Catholic Church so 

that their faith truly becomes an integral part of who 

they are, how they live, and the decisions they make. 

 While the phrase “New Evangelization” is relatively 

new, the concept is not.  Pope Benedict XV, on a flight 

last spring from Rome to Mexico, linked the new 

evangelization directly to the Second Vatican Council 

which noted that “the split between the faith which 

many Christians profess and their daily lives deserves to 

be counted among the more serious errors of our age” 

(Gaudium et Spes, #43). The effects of this split were 

evident in the 1970s and 1980s as many “good Catholics” 

who had been taught the tenets of the faith in the pre-

Vatican II years dropped from active participation in the 

church.  

 If, in 2000 years, the Church hasn't found the magic 

bullet for helping all Catholics to internalize and live their 

faith, how can we be expected to do it now?  Relying on 

the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, we look to Church 

documents and effective methods as our guide. 

 Familiarity with the General Directory for Catechesis 

and the National Directory for Catechesis (NDC) gives a 

solid foundation for our planning.  The NDC (p. 52) 

states:  “All dioceses and parishes, in the efforts and 

resources they focus on the new evangelization, should 

pursue the following fundamental objectives:  To foster 

in the heart of every believer an experience of personal 

conversion to Jesus Christ that leads to a personal 

renewal and greater participation in the Christian life in 

the Church, the Mystical Body of Christ...” 

 This theme of personal conversion is repeated 

throughout church documents. Heart and head 

knowledge are necessary - we need both.  For instance, 

head-knowledge, alone, is not enough.  The difficulty 

that people have in applying the rules of grammar or 

math proves the point.  One can “know” the rules in the 

abstract, but unless one can apply the rules to everyday 

life, the knowledge remains impersonal and ineffective.) 

 The key, then, to effective catechesis is to help 

people to experience their faith while teaching the 

tenets of the faith.  Here are some tried and true 

processes to do this. 
 

1. Make Scripture come alive and be relevant to 

people's lives. Don't just read from Scripture, tell the 

story with a dramatic reading, or with individuals acting 

the parts of the people in the story.  Flesh out some of 

details of what the scene 

looked like and what the 

various people in the story 

were most likely thinking 

and feeling.  Work in small 

groups in order to write a modern day story that is 

similar to the passage from Scripture that you read in 

class.  Follow up with questions related to the Scripture: 

 What might you have been thinking and feeling if 

you had witnessed what happened? 

 Can you think of a similar situation today?  How did 

people react in that situation?  What difference did it 

make that Jesus was present in the Scripture story, but 

not physically present in the modern story? 

 End by having them quietly bring to Jesus in prayer 

their reactions and reflections. 
 

2.  In discussing the sacraments, don't just explain the 

facts, go deeper.  Discuss some of the words of the ritual 

– not just what they mean, but what are those words 

saying to them, to their hearts and their lives?  Draw 

them deeper into the meanings by sharing your own 

reflections on the words and actions.  For example, when 

discussing the Mass, don't just say, “We stand for the 

Opening Song.”  Say: 

 We don’t just stand to wake people up.  We stand 

because the Opening Song gathers us as a community.  

We entered as individuals, each with our own thoughts 

and concerns.  As we stand, we become aware of this 

church full of people, who each came with their own 

thoughts and concerns.  But, we’re all here for the same 

basic reason:  to worship God.  As we stand together, we 

realize that we aren’t just individuals. We are all 

connected to each other in and through our 

relationship with God.  

 

3. Use social media.  Post a question of the week 

related to the Sunday Scriptures.  Start a “What would 

you do?” column using current news items.  Post a quote  
                                                                   (Continue on page 10)  



Though at times you may feel 

discouraged, hurt or angry, do not walk 

away from your families, from the 

Christian community, from those who 

love you. 

Always Our Children, USCCB 

A Critical MomentA Critical MomentA Critical MomentA Critical Moment    
 Homosexuality in the Classroom 

by Megan Noll, M.A.  
 

The spread of Christianity has impacted the 

thoughts, ideals and behaviors of the Western 

World (Europe and the United States 

especially).  However, the culture of the 

Western World is quickly moving away from its 

religious or spiritual roots. This growing 

secularization is impacting our moral 

compass, and even further changing what 

we perceive as morally permissible. The 

Pew Forum on Religion and Public Life 

showed that in 2001, 57% of people knew 

that marriage was between one man and 

one woman, whereas by 2012, only 44% of 

persons supported this view (July 2012). Homosexuality is no 

longer something we can dismiss or avoid in the classroom, at 

church, with family or friends. The most recent study shows 

that six-in-ten Americans say they have a homosexual friend, 

colleague, or family member even though most Americans 

believe that homosexual behavior is a sin (Pew Forum, 2003).  

This means as catechists or educators we will be confronted 

with homosexuality in some way, shape or form.  We need to 

be ready at that critical moment.  
 

What are we to do?   

1. Know Church teaching on homosexuality. The Church 

doesn’t discriminate in its call to chastity.  Regardless of 

our attraction, we are called to a life of purity as singles 

and as married persons. This means a person who 

experiences a sexual attraction to another person of the 

same gender is called to stay pure in word, action and 

deed. This is why “homosexual acts are grave and 

intrinsically disordered.”
i
 Recall the people of Sodom and 

Gomorrah (Gen 19:1-29). You may want to review 

additional biblical references:  1 Cor 6:9-10, 1 Tim 1:10. The 

Catechism can also be a useful guide in staying chaste (CCC 

2357-9, also CCC 2338-2355).  

2. Acknowledge that emotions often run deep. Family and 

friends who are aware of the Church’s teaching on 

homosexuality may feel a great amount of turmoil about 

the issue when they know someone who is personally 

struggling with homosexual inclinations or behaviors, 

especially if it is family member or close friend.  Most of us 

receive conflicting messages about homosexuality. It seems 

like the Church tells us one thing while the culture tells us 

another.  Recognizing this, it is not uncommon to have 

mixed feelings on the issue.  We may feel angry, guilty, 

shameful, lonely, sad, protective or prideful. When sorting 

through these feelings, it may be enough to listen and 

acknowledge how the individual (parent, brother, sister, 

student or friend) is currently feeling about the matter.  

Remember if a student, friend or family member is 

struggling with homosexuality, it is not always necessary to 

act upon those immediate feelings or emotions. However, 

it may be appropriate and necessary to 

encourage a person to cooperate with God’s 

grace of chastity and charity, especially through 

the healing sacrament of Reconciliation.  

3. Recall God’s design.  Each person is 

created in God’s image and likeness and has 

an inherent dignity.  That means all persons 

deserve our love and respect.  In practice, 

concentrate on the person. Rather than 

identifying a person as “gay” or “straight,” 

we should recognize that their identity is as 

a son or daughter of God.  Keeping this in 

mind, we can then provide the Word of God 

to all we meet. Let us continue to invite others to 

friendship in Christ, and give pastoral care when it is 

needed. 

4. Educate others on the stages of moral growth.  

Adolescence is a pivotal time to secure and further develop 

our relationship with Jesus. Our continual effort to turn 

towards God and away from sin, e.g., homosexual acts and 

impurity, is necessary.  Through prayer, and the 

sacraments of Reconciliation and the Eucharist, we work 

with God’s grace to stay chaste and grow closer to Him.   

5. Rediscover chastity. In the context of our human sexuality, 

chastity involves the integrity of the gift of man and 

woman.  A sincere gift of self in marriage can only be 

complete through the complementarity found between 

man and woman, as God designed. Therefore, married love 

requires the capability to transmit life naturally, without 

artificial means.   

6. Set boundaries. Emotional and physical boundaries are 

needed when addressing this difficult issue in the 

classroom.  We should err on love.  This being said, “the 

Church has the right to deny public roles of service and 

leadership to persons, homosexual or heterosexual, whose 

public behavior openly violates its teachings.”
ii
 

7. Keep the lines of communication open with those 

struggling with same sex attraction. These persons greatly 

benefit from our continual outreach.  After setting 

appropriate boundaries, continue to affirm Church 

teachings and love them.  

8. Seek appropriate help.  Courage and EnCourage are 

Catholic programs that are both for persons or their 

families that are struggling with homosexuality. For more 

information, contact the Office of Marriage, Family and 

Youth Ministry at 715-234-5044.     

                                                           
i
 Congregation of the Doctrine of the Faith, Declaration, Persona humana, 8 (December 29, 1975). 
ii
 USCCB, Always our Children: A Pastoral Message to Parents of Homosexual Children and Suggestions 

for Pastoral Ministers, p. 5. 

 

Megan Noll is the Director of Marriage, Family and Youth 

Ministry for the Diocese of Superior 



   

Teaching BeautifullyTeaching BeautifullyTeaching BeautifullyTeaching Beautifully 
Incorporating Art into Catechesis 

By: Paula Thelen 
 

The role of art within the Church has been questioned 

throughout the ages. After all, doesn’t the First 

Commandment prohibit the use of images (as a form of 

idolatry)? Yet because of the Incarnation, the invisible, 

unknowable God has at last become visible and known; it is 

now possible to represent him in the form of art.  Ancient 

illiterate Christians, many of whom would later be 

canonized saints, became dependent on art in order to 

learn the truths of the faith and the stories of Scripture and 

the saints.  In fact it has often been said that cathedrals are 

catechisms in stone and glass.   

Art is not just a nice addition to churches or a unique 

bonus in liturgy but rather lies at the very essence of the 

Faith.  “In order to communicate the message entrusted to 

her by Christ,” declares John Paul II in his Letter to Artists, 

“the Church needs art!” (#12)  It is artists that take the 

truths of the Faith and make them most fully convey the 

“transcendent value” and “aura of mystery” that they 

contain (LA, #12).  The doctrines of the Trinity or the 

Incarnation cannot be fully explained by reason alone.  

They are the mysteries of the Faith that man can 

understand somewhat but not fully in this earthly life.   

Just as art has a place in theology, it has a necessary 

spot in catechesis.  Faith formation ought to be oriented 

towards the Transcendent (God).  A common reference 

point would be the three 

transcendentals known as: 

truth, goodness, and beauty.  

First discussed by Aristotle and 

later expanded by St. Thomas 

Aquinas, the transcendentals 

are properties of being that go 

beyond (transcend) time and 

space.  Humans ought to desire and strive to grow in the 

transcendentals.  God exhibits them in their fullness; in 

other words, God is Truth, Goodness, and Beauty.  Where 

one is present, so are the other two.  Most would agree 

that catechesis involves teaching students the truths of the 

Faith and how to live a good, moral life, but education in 

beauty often gets lost.   

Furthermore, teaching to the different learning styles 

of children is an important aspect of all education, 

catechesis much included, and for visual learners, use of art 

can help drive home the teachings.  Here are some practical 

ideas for incorporating art into catechetical lessons: 
 

Paintings, Statues, Stained Glass:  Make Rembrandt’s 

Return of the Prodigal Son a part of your lessons on 

forgiveness or the Sacrament of Reconciliation.  Use Fra 

Angelico’s Annunciation to bring to life the first Joyful 

Mystery of the Rosary.  Take a field trip to the church 

building to look at the Stations of the Cross during Lent or 

the stained glass windows and statues.   
 

Symbols:  Teach students the meaning of the symbols of 

the Faith that they see in churches on liturgical vessels and 

vestments.  Tell the story of Constantine and the 

vision of the Chi-Ro or the tale of the early Church 

in which Christianity was an underground religion that 

brought forth the fish symbol called the icthus.  

Use icons and images of the saints you teach about as a 

visual reminder of their lives and deaths.  Keep in mind that 

saints are often pictured with an object that had particular 

importance in their life (such as St. Peter holding the Keys 

to the Kingdom of Heaven) or the instrument of their death 

(like St. Lawrence with his grid-iron).  Instruct on the 

meaning of color, number, and symbol in sacred art.   
 

Songs:  Sing the great hymns of our Faith with the children 

and discuss their meaning.  There is nothing so precious as 

a little one singing “I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light!” 

or as powerful as teenage boys singing “Rise Up, O Men of 

God!”  Break apart popular Christmas carols to learn about 

the Incarnation.   
 

Poetry:  Make Newman’s Lead Kindly Light the prayer of 

your high school students, trying to discern God’s will for 

their lives.  Together memorize the beautiful poetry that is 

the Psalms. Psalm 117 is a great place to start because it is 

so short, and Psalm 23 is a classic! 
 

The list goes on and the possibilities are truly endless.  

Don’t worry if you are not an artist or art historian…you 

don’t need to be to incorporate art into your classes.  Basic 

online research can reveal some details about a work of art. 

Beholding a piece of art for a time can also unveil its 

meaning.      

At the end of the day, we must remember that the 

center of our Faith and our catechesis is a person – Jesus 

Christ.  It is not enough for students to learn about Christ 

and the Church.  All education in truth, goodness, and 

beauty must ultimately bring students into an encounter 

with Him who is Truth, Goodness, and Beauty Itself.  May 

we all echo the sweet refrain of St. Augustine: “Late have I 

loved you, Beauty so ancient and so new!”     
 

Source:  “The Annunciation.”  http://kids.britannica.com/comptons/art-108503/The-

Annunciation-a-fresco-by-Fra-Angelico-was-painted-during 

 

Paula Thelen currently teaches at McDonell Central Catholic High School, 

Chippewa Falls, WI.  She is a graduate of the University of St. Thomas 

majoring in Catholic Studies, Theology Secondary Education. 

"Annunciation" by: Fra Angelico 



Catechetical Certification Changing to Content-Based Program 

 Kathy Drinkwine 
  

At the various Leadership Days meetings that were held 

in August, the Diocese of Superior announced that the 

catechetical certification program would be changed 

from a points-based to a content-based process 

beginning September 1, 2013.  Diocesan staff have been 

working on the new program for nearly a 

year now and are confident that the 

change will be of great benefit. 
 

The new content-based program: 

• Provides consistency and uniformity; 

• Strengthens Catholic identity; 

• Assures that catechesis is authentic 

and complete based on the six tasks 

of catechesis; 

• Assures that the Catholic 

interpretation of Scripture is taught; 

• Produces well-formed adults who are able to pass on 

the faith to the children; 

• Increases the knowledge of faith which is the 

determining measure for growth for teachers and 

catechists. 
 

To understand these benefits of the new program, it is 

necessary to understand the old program.  The current 

points-based program sets the number of points needed 

in each category - Scripture, Theology, Methods, and 

Spirituality - for each level.  A catechist is free to choose 

among adult formation offerings that earn points 

toward certification.  When the required number of 

points is reached, the catechist is awarded a new 

certificate.   In this process, no two catechists holding 

Basic certification have the same learning experience 

nor have they studied the same topics.  Essentially, Basic 

does not equal Basic. 
 

The new content-based program will have very specific 

requirements within each category to reach Basic level 

certification.  To earn Basic, each catechist will be 

exposed to the same topics, the same key elements, the 

same teachings of the Church.  Basic will equal Basic 

regardless of where it was earned in the diocese. 
 

But change is change and it is never easy.  Please be 

assured that those who currently hold Basic or higher 

will continue to hold those levels.  Those who have not 

yet earned Basic will want to examine their most recent 

Ministry of Catechesis Certification transcript and the 

letter which accompanied it to understand what needs 

to be done to reach Basic.  Once that is done, a plan of 

action can be developed to earn the needed points 

during the current school and program year. 

But it’s easy to understand that even the best plan of 

action may have some hiccups and not be completed 

according to the planned time line.  For those who may 

be close, but not quite at Basic, the diocese is 

offering a “Last Chance.” 
 

The new content-based program will be in 

place September 1, 2013.  The points-based 

program will continue to be around for a 

limited number of people through May 22, 

2014.  Those who need a total of 10 or less 

points (across all four categories) to reach 

Basic will be identified and offered a ALast 

Chance@ option.  An agreement listing all 

pertinent information will be provided.  Those 

choosing this option will be asked for a written plan of 

action for earning those needed points. 
 

The best advice for all serving in our schools and 

religious education programs who are trying to finish up 

Basic is: 

1.  Know what you need; 

Your most recent transcript and letter will tell you 

what you need. 

2.  Understand the four categories of points; 

The full Ministry of Catechesis Certification Handbook 

may be accessed online at the diocesan website 

(www.catholicdos.org).  Read through it.  Understand 

 the points categories so you can make good choices 

as you work to complete your level of certification. 

3. Be proactive about seeking adult formation 

opportunities. 

If what you need isn’t readily available at your parish, 

look to your neighboring parishes.  There are many 

wonderful adult formation events happening in the 

Diocese of Superior.  Many parishes have their 

bulletin online.  Take a little time to see what is 

offered.  You will be pleasantly surprised and you 

most likely will find what you need. 
 

The new content-based program will be rolled out in full 

detail at the August 2013 Catechetical Leadership 

meetings.   
  
Kathy Drinkwine serves the Diocese of Superior as the Coordinator 

of Administrative Services which includes the administration of the 

catechetical certification program.  She also serves as the Safe 

Environment Coordinator and Coordinator of Assistance. 

 



Calendar 
Visit our website @ www.catholicdos.org 

 

November 2012 
1-2:   All Saints/Souls Day 

2-3:  School of Servant Leadership 

         St. Anthony Parish, Tony 

         Contact: Chris Newkirk 

7 -9:  WDREF Conference 

  The Lodge, Siren  

10:    N. E. W. Koinonia Retreat 

         St. Anne, Somerset 

         Contact: Bluette Puchner 

13:  GOAL Workshop 

         Ladysmith Public Library, Ladysmith 

  Contact: Peggy Schoenfuss 

22-23:  Thanksgiving Holiday 

23-25:  Agapѐ TEC #223 

         Our Lady of Sorrows, Ladysmith 

         Contact: Gwen Nies 

27:    Parish Catechetical Leadership Day 

  St. Anthony Parish, Tony          

  Contact: Peggy Schoenfuss 

28-Dec 2: NCCYM 

         Orlando FL 

        Contact: Megan Noll 

29:    Principal Meeting 

         Bishop Hammes Center, Haugen 

  Contact: Peggy Schoenfuss 

 

December 2012 
7-8:  School of Servant Leadership 

        St. Anthony Parish, Tony 

         Contact: Chris Newkirk 

 7: Advent Retreat - “On the Last Things” 

 Presenter: Very Rev Eric Hastings 

 Our Lady of Lourdes, Dobie 

 Contact: Megan Noll 

25:   Christmas Day 

28-29:  Agapѐ TEC #224 

         Immaculate Conception, New Richmond 

         Contact: Gwen Nies 
 

January 2013 
11-12: School of Servant Leadership 

         St. Anthony Parish, Tony 

         Contact: Chris Newkirk 

22-27:  March for Life Pilgrimage 

         National Capitol, Washington D C 

         Contact: Megan Noll 

23: Multi-School Mass 

 Our Lady of Sorrows, Ladysmith 

 Contact: Peggy Schoenfuss  

24:    Professional Development Day 

          St. Joseph Parish Center, Hayward 

          Contact: Chris Newkirk 

27-Feb. 2:  National Catholic Schools Week 

 “Catholic Schools Raise the Standard” 

         Contact: Peggy Schoenfuss 

29: Multi-School Mass 

 Cathedral of Christ the King, Superior 

         Contact: Peggy Schoenfuss 

30: Multi-School Mass 

 St. Bridget, River Falls 

 Contact: Peggy Schoenfuss 

31: Multi-School Mass 

 Nativity of Our Lord, Rhinelander 

 Contact: Peggy Schoenfuss 
 

February 2013 
8: WCRIS Conference for Schools 

 Contact: Peggy Schoenfuss 

10: World Marriage Day 

 Contact: Megan Noll 

12:   GOAL Workshop 

       Contact: Peggy Schoenfuss 
 

17-23:   Catechetical Week  

 “The Lord Be On My Mind, On My Lips and In My Heart” 

 Contact: Peggy Schoenfuss 

18-19:  Theology of the Body Leader Training 

           Turtleback Conference Center, Rice Lake 

            Contact: Megan Noll    

28:    Principal & Pastor Gathering 

         Cathedral, Superior 

 Contact: Peggy Schoenfuss 
 

March 2013 
1-2:  School of Servant Leadership 

        St. Anthony Parish, Tony 

        Contact: Chris Newkirk 

7: Diocesan School Spelling Bee 

 Contact: Peggy Schoenfuss 

9:   “Faithfully Yours” Couples Retreat 

 Contact: Megan Noll 

 N. E. W. Koinonia Retreat 

         Nativity of Our Lord, Rhinelander 

         Contact: Bluette Puchner 

19: Chrism Mass 

         Cathedral of Christ the King, Superior  

29: Good Friday 

31: Easter Sunday 
 

 



April 2013 

2-4: NCEA Convention 

 Houston, Texas 

 Contact: Peggy Schoenfuss 

5-6:  School of Servant Leadership 

         St. Anthony Parish, Tony 

         Contact: Chris Newkirk 

9: GOAL Workshop 

         Contact: Peggy Schoenfuss 

10:   Catholics at the Capitol, Madison 

         Contact: Peggy Schoenfuss 

17: Youth Rally 

 Nativity of Our Lord, Rhinelander 

 Contact: Megan Noll 

25:    Professional Development Day 

St. Joseph Parish Center, Hayward 

          Contact: Chris Newkirk 

25: Principal Meeting 

 Bishop Hammes Center, Haugen 

 Contact: Peggy Schoenfuss 
 

May 2013 
3:     Parish Catechetical Leadership Days         

 Contact: Peggy Schoenfuss 

18: Extreme Faith Camp Training 

         Contact: Megan Noll 

19-23: NCCL Convention 

 Cleveland, OH 

 Contact: Peggy Schoenfuss 

 
 

June 2013 
9 -Aug:   Totus Tuus in Parishes 

         Contact: Megan Noll 

9-14:   Extreme Faith Camp 

 Crosswoods 

 Contact: Megan Noll 

 

E-mail 

Peggy Schoenfuss             pschoenfuss@catholicdos.org  

Megan Noll                                    mnoll@catholicdos.org   

Chris Newkirk                          cnewkirk@catholicdos.org   

Kathy Drinkwine                  kdrinkwine@catholicdos.org   

Tricia Jacobson                      pjacobson@catholicdos.org   

Marilyn Ward                              mward@catholicdos.org   

 

Phone #           

Bishop Hammes Center  715.234.5044 

Peggy Schoenfuss       

Megan Noll                

Marilyn Ward        

Chris Newkirk             715.394.0204           

Kathy Drinkwine        715.394.0216  

Tricia Jacobson       715.394.0225 

 

 

 

(Continued from page 5 ) 

 

from the Pope's weekly messages with a pertinent 

question.  Have short quizzes on the season of the year, 

saints of the week, etc. 
 

 

4. Use short faith-exercises when you want to transition 

to a new activity or give the group a break after a more 

intellectual or intense presentation or discussion.  A 

favorite that works well with middle-schoolers through 

adults is one that I learned from Lee Nagel nearly 20 

years ago.  Start by reminding them that God is 

everywhere, so everywhere we look, things can remind 

us of God if we look at them through the eyes of faith.  

That's obvious to most people when they see the 

mountains; they remind us of the majesty of God.  But, it 

can also be true of everyday objects. 

 Then, tell them to quietly walk around the room 

for 2 minutes, glance at any object they see, and say to 

themselves “God is like (their object) because....”  It's 

amazing how creative they can be.  A fourth grader once 

said, “God is like that brick wall because God is holding all 

of us together and God will never let go of any one of us.” 
 

5. Add a religious element to other activities.  For 

example, start a summer Bible Bike Club.  Attend daily 

Mass together, then bike to a location.  Take a break and 

discuss one of the readings.  Bike back to the church 

where each person will write a few sentences on the 

impact that reading or the discussion had on them.  Place 

their reflections in a file.  At the end of the summer, give 

them each a keepsake book with all the readings and 

their reflections. 
 

No matter what the topic is for an individual catechetical 

session, always include elements of reflection that move 

the content from head to heart or heart to head.   

 

For the new evangelization to effectively reach the entire 

parish, it has to move beyond the parish catechetical 

program.  You can show the rest of the parish what you 

are doing and the impact it has on others.  Scripture and 

the tenets of our faith are relevant to people’s lives and 

the issues of the day, especially when we view them 

through the lens of faith. When you succeed, the new 

evangelization becomes a reality. 
 

Joanie McKeown serves on the Board of Directors of the National Conference 

for Catechetical Leadership.  She is the author of Sharing More Than a Pastor, 

a book on parish clusters.  She is the editor of Employing Parish Catechetical 

Leaders and Best Practices in Catechesis on the Sacraments, both by the 

Wisconsin Directors of Religious Education Federation.  Contact her at 

joanie50@consultant.com .  



Blessed John Paul II’s Theology of the Body is changing lives around the world through its positive portrayal of human sexuality as 
a good and essential part of love and life.
The Theology of the Body for Teens program brings this exciting teaching into a practical format that high school and middle school 
students will enjoy and understand. Join us for this these timely and important training sessions, where you will be introduced to the 
Theology of the Body as it specifically relates to teens and pre-teens.

Theology of the Body for Teens answers questions such as:
• Who am I?
• Are there consequences to my actions?
• What is the difference between love and lust?
• What does our sexuality teach us about God?
•  How can I discern my vocation to marriage, priesthood, or religious life?
•  How do I deal with bullying, gossip, peer pressure, pornography, divorce, etc.?
• What if I’ve already messed up?

    ...and many more.

WHO SHOULD ATTEND: 
Principals, Teachers, Priests, DRE’s, Catechists, 
Deacons, Youth Ministers, Campus Ministers, 
Parents, Marriage Preparation Coordinators 
and any interested adult who works with  
pre-teens (grades 6-8) and teens (grades 9-12).

WHERE:
Turtleback Golf Club, Silver Sage Room 
1985 18 ½ Street 
Rice Lake, WI 54846

Name:        

Address:       

City:     State:     Zip:   

Phone:       Email Address:    

Parish:                            

Role in religious education:                                  

YES, I WILL BE ATTENDING THE MIDDLE SCHOOL 
TRAINING, MONDAY, FEBRUARY 18, 2013

YES, I WILL BE ATTENDING THE HIGH SCHOOL  
TRAINING, TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 19, 2013

TOTAL ENCLOSED ________________

Please make checks payable to: Diocese of Superior  
and mail to: Bishop Hammes Center,  
315 W. 5th St. P.O. Box 280, Haugen, WI 54841

For questions, please contact Megan Noll,  
Director of Marriage, Family & Youth Ministry
Email: mnoll@catholicdos.org  Phone: 715-234-5044

HIGH SCHOOL EDITION

Theology of the Body for Teens  
High School Training with Brian Butler

WHEN:
Tuesday, February 19, 2013
Training time: 10am-4pm   |   Check-in time: 9:15am

COST/REGISTRATION:
$50 for High School Training Registration,   
materials, lunch and snack

Please register no later than Friday, February 8th, 2013 by noon (CST).  
Catechetical certification (diocesan continuing education): up to 5 hrs.

Theology of the Body for Teens 
Middle School Training with Brian Butler

WHEN:
Monday, February 18, 2013
Training time: 10am-4pm  |  Check-in time: 9:15am

COST/REGISTRATION:
$50 for Middle School Training Registration,  
materials, lunch and snack

Please register no later than Friday, February 8th, 2013 by noon (CST).
Catechetical certification (diocesan continuing education): up to 5 hrs.

MIDDLE SCHOOL EDITION

Diocese of Superior, WI
Office of Catholic Formation               Office of Marriage, Family and Youth Ministry
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Meaning of Colors in Christian Art 
 

White symbolizes the purity of the soul, innocence, and holiness. White is a symbol of purity and virginity, from whence derives the 

tradition of the white wedding dress and the white robes and collars worn by Christian clergy.   It is the Christian color for all high Holy Days 

of the Church Year, especially the seasons of Christmas and Easter. 

Black is an ancient symbol of death and mourning; it is routinely used to symbolize the devil, the underworld, and witches – except when 

paired with white, the color of purity, whereby it becomes a symbol of humility.  

Brown symbolizes earth, poverty and humility and closely associated with monastic life.   

Blue is the color most often associated with the Virgin Mary and with servitude.  Blue symbolizes truth and clarity; it is the color of the sky, 

and therefore a symbol of heaven. 

Green symbolizes nature, life, vegetation, and growth.  As an emblem of the resurrection, green represents hope and freedom from 

bondage.   It is the liturgical color used during Ordinary Time.   

Yellow/Gold is the color of the sun; it symbolizes divine radiance, revelation, and revealed truth.  Yellow can also be used as a symbol of 

the devil, and of the apostle Judas, where it symbolizes deceitfulness and betrayal.  

Red is the color of love, anger, passion, and blood.  It is used in the Church to denote the status of Cardinal and is a predominant color in 

images of martyrdom. Red is also the color of Pentecost, symbolizing the fiery nature of the Holy Spirit.  Worn by the virgin, it is the 

emblem of life’s blood.  

Purple is the color of royalty and a sign of power. The symbolic meaning of the color purple is penitence, sorrow, and mourning and is the 

liturgical color for the seasons of Lent and Advent. 

SOURCES: 

“Symbols in Christian Art.”  http://symboldictionary.net/?p=1333 

“Symbolism of Colors.”  http://www.catholic-saints.info/catholic-symbols/symbolism-of-colors.htm 

 




